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Chairman’s Letter 

Dear Friends, 
 
Optimism – yes optimism – there is 
a positive feel about The National 
Trust. Visitor numbers to National 
Trust properties are very much up 
this year – that includes our local 
properties here in the West 
Midlands. Our ‘flagship’ – the 
Birmingham ‘Back-to Backs’ – is 
flourishing. Encouraging new 
projects in the West Midlands are 
apparent. Upton House is restored 
to its 1930’s heyday and the house 
at Croome Park is being opened to 
the public (date?). Reorganization 
of the administration of the whole 
National Trust is well underway, 
and so on... 
 
Our AGM in April this year was 
well attended. We had 
presentations from Anna Russell 
(Birmingham Conurbation) and 
Caroline Cooper from Heelis. 
During 2008 – BNTA raised £6,494 
for National Trust Projects - £3,000 
for the Seaton Delaval Hall Appeal, 
£3,100 for Croome Park and £394 
for Project Neptune. 
 
Long term planning has been at the 
forefront of our BNTA Committee 
deliberations. We have about 50 
events scheduled in the period 
September 2009 to June 2010 – it’s 
a good varied programme and 
should appeal to a wide range of 

tastes. As indicated in March 2009 
– the Carrs Lane Talks have now 
ceased and we have introduced a 
series of local visits for our winter 
Thursday slots. We are even 
planning our 2010 and 2011 
Anniversary Lunches. 
 
Heelis have allowed us an 
improved space on the main 
National Trust Website – there is an 
access link from our BNTA Website. 
This new facility is no longer 
time/event orientated but gives a 
route back to our own detailed 
BNTA Website for general 
enquirers. Our chosen photograph, 
on the National Trust BNTA slot is 
that of the ‘Birmingham Back-to-
Backs’. We have introduced a full 
‘Dates For Your Diary’ schedule. 
This will be issued in the thrice-
yearly Mailings with updates 
appearing on our ‘BNTA Website 
Calendar Page’ – plus issues via our 
’BNTA E-News Service’. 
 
As usual – may I say ‘thank you’ to 
so many people for their hard work 
and dedication in keeping BNTA so 
active and worthwhile. May we 
continue to enjoy our time together 
at BNTA. 
 

Sincerely,               
Don Fripp 
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Mary Parker invites you her third 
Macmillan Coffee Morning on 
Saturday 26 September from 
10.30am at  
1, Hunstanton Avenue, Harborne.  
 
Home-made cake and preserves 
will be on sale. A light lunch will be 

sold from 12.30 (ramblers 
welcome!) for £5 and there will, of 
course, be a raffle. 

Mary Parker 

News from the Clent Hills 

I would like to introduce myself as the Community Links Officer for the Clent 
Hills. This is an exciting role as it is a newly created position and it's brilliant to 
come into something at the very start and drive it forward. Initially, I am 
concentrating on increasing the National Trust's involvement and engagement 
with visitors to this beautiful countryside haven. 
 
Over the summer and autumn, a growing band of volunteers and myself have 
braved the elements to run a programme of events. Some examples include a 
series of themed-guided walks, a fungus foray, and even a spot of dowsing. As 
this programme demonstrates, one of the beauties of Clent, and indeed 
countryside properties in general, is the versatility and opportunities they offer 
for people to explore. 
 
Over the coming months I will be working to develop the events programme 
further and also offer new experiences to visitors. A downloadable audio tour 
has been available on our web pages from March 2009. I also aim to develop 
a National Trust Geocaching Trail, which for those unfamiliar with the activity 
involves hunting for hidden boxes using coordinators and a handheld GPS. I 
also look forward to developing stronger links with local community groups 
who may already use the hills and would like to know more, or who are yet 
to visit and would appreciate a guided tour, taking in the wonderful views.  
 
Tasmin Mosse 
Community Links Officer at Waseley Hills 

Our Christmas Social this year is on 

Monday 21 December at the Quaker 
Meeting House in Cotteridge. The en-

tertainment will be Uncle John's Magic 
Lantern Show - a genuine period lan-

tern, slides, music and animation show. 
After the show, a buffet supper will be 

served. Admission is by ticket, priced at 
£10.00. Please complete the booking 

and return to Mary Parker, together 
with a cheque made payable to BNTA 

and a stamped addressed envelope by 
10 December please. 

Christmas Social Coffee Morning 



June Car Outing 

Saturday 13th June, 2009  

Monaughty and The Judges Lodging, Presteigne.  

Thoughts that it was quite a long way to drive were quickly dispelled, once 

past Kidderminster, by the light traffic and superb countryside.  

We were welcomed by Sophie and Douglas Blain with tea and cakes in the 

garden of their home before being led next door to Monaughty, a hardly 
altered Elizabethan manor house, by far the largest house in the county 
(Radnorshire) when built, with a huge Great Chamber. 

After first making the structure sound, the objective is now preservation, not 
restoration, apart from the interesting formal garden which had virtually 

disappeared.  

Contents of the period, added as opportunity arises, have not been restored 
either, although a four-poster bed discovered in a pig sty is, presumably, not 
quite 'as found'. 

Monaughty's resulting authenticity, possibly unique, is recognised by Grade 1 
listing. 

After lunch we had a 
fascinating insight into late 

Victorian law enforcement 
at the Judges Lodging 
Museum in Presteigne with 

a well-presented audio 
tour.  

Ingenious architecture 
contrived to juxtapose 
comfortable lodgings for the 

Judge, cells for the accused 
and passage to the 
Courtroom. Details of some 

of the cases tried and 
punishments awarded were 

available.  Thanks to everyone who helped to make this a very enjoyable day.                                          

Tony Douthwaite  
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Judges Lodgings, Presteigne 



available.  Thanks to everyone who helped to make this a very enjoyable day.                                           
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Summer Events by Graham McCauley 

Boundary Walk at The Courts, Trowbridge 

Coach Outing July 2009 

The Courts July 2009 

Earlswood Lakes Ramble  - May 2009 

Lego Gardener at Burford House 
Gardens. Craven Arms Outing May 

Coat of Arms in the 14th Century 

Church at Chalfield - May 2009 



Kings Norton Craft Fair 

Coach Outings 

At the time of writing in July, we have had three outings, all on days which 
have been kind to us, weather wise, on arrival at our destination. These have 
all been enjoyed by our members. 
 

There are other outings in the pipeline, a visit to Runnymede & Osterley House 
on Saturday 12th September with Dunham Massey on Saturday 24th October 
(day before the clocks go back). Both events have seats still available, why not 
join us on one or both? Details available from Maureen Hill, coach organiser 
on telephone: 0121 475 7933.  
 

With this newsletter we are enclosing a questionnaire asking for your ideas and 
suggestions for future outings. Please give some time and thought to your 
answers and return as soon as possible, so that we car plan for next year, in 
September. 
 

COACH OUTING TO CRAVEN ARMS   In May, our first outing took us to 
Tenbury Wells for a coffee stop, with time to visit Burford House Gardens. 
Then on to Craven Arms, dropping a few members off at Stokesay Castle, for 
those who had never visited there. At Craven Arms time was spent in the 
museum 'Land of Lost Content' with exclamations such as: I remember that, we 
used to have one of those! The Shropshire Hills Discovery Centre was also of 
interest and some members took a stroll along waymarked paths along the 
river.                                             Maureen Hill - Organiser of Coach Outings 

BNTA has already had two successful 

stalls at the fairs held in March and 
July—raising over £160 for our funds. 

The final fair is being held on Saturday 
14 November between 10am and 2pm 

in St Nicolas Place, Kings Norton Green 
and we expect to be in the Ashford 

Hall on the first floor (lift available). 

Offers of home-made cakes and 
preserves would be gratefully received. 

Mary Parker is the contact on 0121 

420 3948. 

Page 6 Issue 36   Autumn 2009 

Afternoon Visits 

 
Thank you to members who suggested 

places to visit in lieu of Carrs Lane 
Thursday meetings. 

 
I have arranged a selection of visits - 

some free, others for a small charge. As 
numbers are limited on some visits 

please complete the booking form and 
send it with appropriate payments to 

Mary Parker. 

New - Thursday Visits  



Anniversary Lunch 

If you have not already booked your place at the Anniversary Lunch on 
Saturday 10 October, there is still time. The lunch will be held at the 'Tally Ho' 
Sports and Conference Centre on Pershore Road, Edgbaston at 12.00 for 
12.30pm.  

 
The speaker will be an old friend, David Brown who will entertain us with 
more Reminiscences. Please send your booking, with choice of menu, to Mary 
Parker, together with a cheque made payable to BNTA and a stamped 

addressed envelope. Places are limited, so please book soon. 

The summer started with a walk around Earlswood Lakes when sailing boats 

were spotted by the leader, Graham, with his camera, saying it was the first time 
he had seen boats on the water there. 

 
Though few in number 

we enjoyed another 
walk on a very sunny 

day along the Grand 
Union canal from 

Warwick Parkway with 
a welcome stop at 

Tesco's for a cuppa and 
food before continuing 

alongside the Avon into 
Warwick to catch the 

train after enjoying 
pleasant company for 

about 4 miles with one style. 
 

Our July walk started from the centre of England at Meriden passing the Hall and 
Church as we went along fields on the Heart of England Way to Berkswell with 

its village green which has stocks with five holes and a Norman Church, Saint 
John's. 

 
Then continued either by bus or a short walk to Berkswell station to return to 

Moor Street. Why not join us on the next walk? 

Rambles 
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Exploring with your Bus Pass 

 

1)  WIGHTWICK 
Getting to Wightwick Manor is 
easy by public transport. The 
890 bus leaves Wolverhamp-ton 
bus station (next to the train 
station) at 10:45, 11:45 etc 
arriving at the pub on the main 
road near Wightwick at 10:58, 
11:58 etc. You just have to 
wander up the road past the car 
park to get to the entrance. 
Going back the 890 buses are at 
14: 21, 15:21 16:36 and 17:32. 
There is an alternat ive bus, the 
543, which also goes between 
the Wolverhampton bus station 
and Castlecroft (the area around 

Wightwick). It takes a bit longer to make the journey but runs every 12 minutes. 
You have a 600m walk. 
 
You should check times with Traveline or Transport Direct  before you travel. 
http://www.travelinemidlands.co.uk/   or phone 0871 200 22 33 
http://www.transportdirect.info/  

2)  KENILWORTH 
 
Getting to Kenilworth 
Castle (E.H.) is easy by 
public transport. If you go 
to Coventry by train you 
can catch either of the 
X17 or 16 buses which run 
across the bridge over the 
railway lines. The X17 runs 
every 15 minutes and 
takes about 22 minutes to 
get to Kenilworth clock, a 
fairly modern shopping 
centre 
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The ticket office at Kenilworth Castle is on the remains of a long dam which was 
used as a jousting area. It’s just over ½ mile, mostly downhill, walk from ‘The 
Clock’ to the ticket office. Alternatively, you can catch a Johnsons bus to the far 
side of the castle and then walk along a path outside the castle walls until you 
reach a flight of steps to get up to the ticket office. The 540 and 541 buses run 
rather infrequently. They go from the Kenilworth clock to the Castle. 
You should check times with Traveline or Transport Direct and/or Johnsons 
before you travel. 
 
www.travelinemidlands.co.uk/   or phone 0871 200 22 33 
www.transportdirect.info/ 
www.johnsonscoaches.co.uk/bus-routes  or phone 01564 797070 

Exploring with your Bus Pass 
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3)  THE X3 BUS 
The X3 bus takes 1½ hours to 
travel from Redditch to Areley 
Kings passing through 
Bromsgrove, Kidderminster and 
Stourport on the way. It has two 
adjacent stops in the middle of 
Kidderminster on Exchange 
Street, a one way street next to 
the pedestrianised area and 
close to the bus station. The X3 
currently passes through 
Bromsgrove bus station at about 
10 minutes to the hour and 
through Kidderminster at 
quarter past the hour going 
towards Stourport. It goes 
through Kidderminster at half 
past the hour going towards 
Chaddesley Corbett. 

 
You can get to Bromsgrove via the Bristol Road on the 143 and 144 from 
Smallbrook Ringway near Debenhams. They are fairly frequent. You can get to 
Kidderminster via the Hagley Road on the 192 which currently leaves Colmore 
Row at half past each hour. 
 
You should check times with Traveline or Transport Direct before you travel. 
www.travelinemidlands.co.uk   or phone 0871 200 22 33 
www.transportdirect.info                                                    Christine McCauley 



E-News 
We run an email news service to BNTA 
Members (short messages) in addition to 
our usual thrice-yearly Mailings. 
 

To take advantage of this service please 
send your name, email address and BNTA 
Mem. No. to:    webmaster@bnta.org.uk 

IN CASE OF EMERGENCY 
 

Since 2007, it has been recommended that 
we carry an 'ICE' document (with 
emergency contact details) in our purse or 
wallet - so that police, ambulance workers 
etc., can contact our families and fr iends. 
 

It is now suggested that 'ICE' is extended 
to our mobile phones i.e. appropriate 
numbers on our mobile phones are 
designated: 'ICE1', 'ICE2', etc.  With so 
many BNTA Members (and others) on the 
move - this could be very good advice. 

Don Fripp 

 

To celebrate running holidays for five 

years Chris and Graham McCauley 

have decided to invite people who 
have been on BNTA Holidays to their 

midwinter ‘Open House’ party on 

Wednesday 30th December. A variety 
of refreshments will be available from 

11:00am onwards. Please bring photos 

and other souvenirs. There is no formal 
charge but if you would like to bring 

something suitable for a raffle or a 

“bring and buy” stall that would be 
very welcome. Any profits will go to 

BNTA. Full details will be available 

later – please give us a ring if you are 
interested.  

If you can join the tea and 

coffee rota at Monday night 
meetings; 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

please complete the enclosed 
reply slip and return it to Mary 

Parker. 
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I.C.E. 

My Annual Lunch is on Saturday 9 
January next year. Soup, buffet main 
course and dessert will cost £5 per 

head payable by cheque to E M 
Parker, or in cash. Home-made cake 
and marmalade will be on sale.  

 
The event will start at noon, with 
lunch from 12.30pm and will close at 

2pm. Please complete the reservation 
slip and send it with payment and a 
stamped addressed envelope to Mary 

Parker, 1, Hunstanton Avenue, 
Harborne, Birmingham B17 8SX, 
which is the venue for the event. 

Closing date for booking is 31 
December. Places are limited to 30, 
so book early to avoid 

disappointment. 
Mary Parker 

New Year Lunch 

Monday Night Rota 
Holiday Reunion 



KIDS ARE QUICK 

__________________________________ 
   
TEACHER:   Maria, go to the map 

and find North America. 

MARIA:   Here it is. 
TEACHER:  Correct. Now class, 

who discovered America? 

CLASS:    Maria. 
_________________________________ 

 

TEACHER:  John, why are you 
doing your math multiplication 

on the floor?  

JOHN:   You told me to do it  

    without using tables. 
_________________________________ 
 

TEACHER:  David, how do you 

spell 'crocodile?' 

DAVID:    K-R-O-K-O-D-I-A-L 
TEACHER: No, that's wrong 

DAVID:      Maybe it is wrong, 

but you asked me how I spell it. 
_________________________________ 
 

TEACHER:  Donald, what is the 

chemical formula for water? 

DONALD:   H I J K L M N O 
TEACHER:  What are you talking  

         about? 

DONALD:   Yesterday you said 

       it's H to O. 
_________________________________ 

TEACHER:  Mary, name one im-

portant thing we have today that 
we didn't have ten years ago. 

MARY:     Me! 

BNTA is the Best Medicine 
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TEACHER:  Peter, why do you 

always get so dirty? 

PETER:  Well, I'm a lot closer to 

the ground than you are. 
_________________________________ 

   
TEACHER:    Millie, give me a 

sentence starting with 'I.' 

MILLIE:      I is .. 
TEACHER:    No, Millie..... Always 

say, 'I am.' 

MILLIE:   All right ... 'I am the 

ninth letter of the alphabet'.    
_________________________________  
 

TEACHER:   George Washington 

not only chopped down his fa-
ther's cherry tree, but also admit-

ted it. Now, Amy, do you know 
why his father didn't punish him? 

AMY:  Because George still had 

 the axe in his hand.    
_________________________________ 

    

TEACHER:  Now, Simon, tell me 
frankly, do you say prayers before 

eating? 

SIMON: No sir, I don't have to, 

   my Mum is a good cook. 
_________________________________ 
 

TEACHER:   George, your compo-
sition on 'My Dog' is exactly the 

same as your brother's. Did you 

copy his? 

GEORGE:  No, sir. It's the    

     same dog. 
 
Thanks to John Surtees for a smile.  So accountants are 
not all boring then!   Ed. 



Krishna devotees, who arrived from all 
corners of the world, from America, 
South-East Asia and Northern Europe. 
 
The choice of Croome was probably 
for a number of reasons. Firstly, if one 
was looking to go ‘back to nature’, 
there was hardly a more picturesque 
place to do it. For another Croome 
was in the middle of the country, and 
for a third, many of the devotees had 
young children. Croome Court offered 
the perfect environment for them to 
go to school and play in the grounds. 
The old playground, from the days 
when the house was a Catholic 
school, was still in place. As you can 
imagine, such an exotic new flower in 
the Worcestershire countryside left a 
powerful impression upon the folk of 
Pershore and the neighbouring area. 
Everyone remembered them coming 
into town, singing and chanting, and 
handing out their literature. It’s not 
the kind of thing you expect to see in 
a place like Pershore. 
 
My job, with the help of the 
volunteers, has been to assemble 
those impressions and track down 
some of the devotees themselves. And 
that’s why we parked ourselves in the 
middle of Pershore and Worcester for 
those two days. I spoke to the lady 
who taught the children to swim, the 
chap who collected their rubbish, and 
their maintenance man.  The work is 
still on-going, but what will eventually 
emerge are some oral history 
interviews, material for display at the 
house and a jigsaw of memories and 
impressions, both from within Croome 
Court and without.  
 
All in all, I prefer this to a beach in the 
Algarve . 

You probably imagine that university 
lecturers spend the whole of the 
summer with their feet up, soaking up 
the sun and waiting for the bell to ring 
for the new academic year. 
 
Let me quickly point out that this is 
not the case. Given the pressure of 
teaching and marking during term, the 
months of July and August are when I 
get most of my research done, and if 
you’ve been into Birmingham Archives 
& Heritage over the last few weeks, 
you will have seen that I’m a 
permanent fixture, glued (almost 
literally) to my seat. Luckily I haven’t 
been incarcerated indoors for the 
whole of the last two months. I spent 
one day standing in Pershore High 
Street and another in front of 
Greyfriars in Worcester. Not on my 
own, but with a team of enthusiastic 
NT volunteers, a somewhat precarious 
banner and a few boxes of chocolates. 
 
My summer job, courtesy of the 
Trust’s ‘Whose Story?’ Project, has 
been to research five years in the 
history of Croome Court, the grand 
Georgian house (set in even grander 
Georgian parkland) between Pershore 
and Malvern. Croome, as you may 
have read, is now a National Trust 
property, and is due to open to the 
public in the autumn. 
 
Of all the 300-odd years in the history 
of Croome Court, the years between 
1979 and 1984 were perhaps the 
oddest. In 1979 the house and 
grounds were purchased by the 
International Society for Krishna 
Consciousness, popularly known as 
the Hare Krishnas. For those five years 
Croome Court was officially re-named 
Chaitanya College, a community of 

Croome Court                        by Chris Upton 


