
MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL OF GREAT 
CHESTERFORD 

Wednesday 13th December 2006, at 8.05pm 
in the Community Centre 

 
 
 
Present: Michelle Cookson � Chairman 
 Peter Fentem               
 Russell Pope 
 Howard Rolfe 
 Tim Fowell 
 Liza Gordon-Saker 
 Susan Ross 
  
 Elaine Culling � Clerk 
  
 Member of the public � John Bosworth                                    
 
 
  Action 
1. Apologies for absence  
 
Apologies were received from Julie Redfern. 
Since the last meeting Sandra Andrews has resigned from the 
Parish Council due to other commitments. 
 
  
2. Declarations of interest � personal or prejudicial 
 
None 
  
3. Minutes of the Last Meeting 
 
The chairman signed as a correct record of events the minutes of 
8th November 2006 
 
 
4. Great Chesterford Conservation Area Appraisal 
 
The Chairman welcomed John Bosworth, of Uttlesford District Council, 
who was present this evening to receive the Parish Councils reaction to the 
completed document, and to seek their support for the introduction of a 
20mph speed limit. 
 
Mr Bosworth summarised the appraisal as follows: 
 

a. Great Chesterford by nature of its location is at risk from 
development pressures. 

b. Within the village there are a number of buildings of quality that are 
not listed, and he would like to see these protected from future 

id9159390 pdfMachine by Broadgun Software  - a great PDF writer!  - a great PDF creator! - http://www.pdfmachine.com  http://www.broadgun.com 



demolition, and to introduce additional planning controls that would 
help to safeguard the windows, doors and roofs of these buildings. 

c. The flint walls within the village are a desirable feature that should 
be safe-guarded. Going forward any planning applications could be 
made to incorporate some flint walling.  

d. There are a number of high quality open spaces that should be 
protected 

e. There are a number of elements that detract from the village that he 
would like to see rectified, although no money is currently available 
to aid the implementation of any enhancements. 

f. The introduction of a 20mph limit within the village would be 
desirable.   

g. Ownership of the final document would be with Uttlesford District 
Council. 

 
The main concern of the Parish Council was that some of the language in 
the document be adjusted, in order to be more sympathetic to the existing 
owners of those buildings highlighted as having �detracting elements� as 
many of these are historic. It was also felt that the owners should be 
contacted directly by Mr Bosworth, before publication of the document, in 
order to discuss its contents with them and to explain what the study hopes 
to achieve.  
 
Going forward Mr Bosworth has asked that the Parish Council respond 
formally in writing to the draft document by Christmas, with a copy going to 
Roger Harborough at Uttlesford District Council. After considering the 
comments made, he will then produce a final copy. At this point the 
document will go out to consultation to the residents of Great Chesterford � 
Mr Bosworth suggested just those living in the conservation area, the Parish 
Council felt that it should go to all residents. Mr Bosworth circulated a 
leaflet he had produced for delivery to each property that would inform 
residents of the different ways in which they could view the document. If 
felt beneficial an open morning could be arranged in order to discuss it 
openly and to receive feedback.  
 
On the question of the 20mph limit, Howard Rolfe reported that over 100 
responses had so far been received from the questionnaire asking residents 
whether they would support the introduction of a 20mph limit within the 
main village. Of these, less than 10 were against the proposal. With this 
endorsement and the support of the local member for Essex County Council, 
Robert Chambers, Mr Bosworth will pursue the introduction of a 20mph 
limit with Essex County Council.  
   
The Parish Council thanked Mr Bosworth for attending and expressed their 
continuing support. 
 
At this point Mr Bosworth left the meeting. 
 
Howard Rolfe and the Clerk are to draft a letter of response to 
Mr Bosworth HR/EC 



  
The Clerk is to provide Mr Bosworth with the contact names and 
telephone numbers of those properties listed as having 
�detracting elements�.  EC  
 
 
5.  20 mph Questionnaire 
 
Following an overwhelming positive response from residents, 
the Parish Council will support the introduction of a 20mph limit 
within the village.  
 
6.  Planning � Applications:     
 
Application No: UTT/1818/06/FUL. Single storey and first 
floor pitched roof side extensions. Two dormer windows to front 
elevation & rooflight to side elevation. 
Location: Little Paddocks, Cow Lane, Great Chesterford 
No Objection. 
 
Application No: UTT/1842/06/FUL & UTT/1843/06/LB. 
Single storey side extension to annexe 
Location: Mill House, Newmarket Road, Great Chesterford 
No Objection 
 
Application No: UTT/1894/06/FUL & UTT/1897/06/LB. 
Single storey extension 
Location: Little Mead, Carmen Street, Great Chesterford 
No Objection 
 
Application No: UTT/2018/06/FUL. Two storey side 
extension. 
Location: Karu, School Street, Great Chesterford 
No Objection in principle however important to retain off 
street parking. 
 
Application No: UTT/1975/06/FUL. Single storey front 
extension. 
Location: Pitchcroft, London Road, Great Chesterford 
No Objection in principle but concern about loss of off street 
parking. 
 
The Clerk undertook to notify the planning department at 
Uttlesford District Council. EC  
 
7.  Part Night Scheme proposed by Essex County Council 
 
Howard Rolfe updated the Parish Council regarding this scheme. 
 
Alex Stewart of Uttlesford District Council has been advised by 
Howard that Great Chesterford would like to take advantage of 



converting some of our street lights to the Part Night scheme 
when it is implemented. 
 
In the meantime, Howard has contacted Plextek, and spoken 
with Will Gibson of Telensa. They are currently developing a 
system whereby street lights can be controlled remotely 
following the installation of a suitable device. If installed in the 
Great Chesterford street lights, this would allow the Parish 
Council to have full control over the on/off times of individual 
lights, and would have a significant advantage over the Essex 
County Council scheme. The devices are approximately £30 

each, plus installation costs, and they are yet to be approved by 
the energy regulator. If Great Chesterford could become a pilot 
scheme for this system, Telensa would pay the cost of the 
devices but would want a contribution towards the installation. 
 
When Howard met with Essex County Council, who are aware 
of the Telensa development, it was agreed to place the inclusion 
of Great Chesterford in the Part Night scheme temporarily on 
hold. 
 
Susan Ross emphasised that safety issues were highlighted by 
residents in the last Village Appraisal, and that cost savings to be 
made, by the switching off of certain street lights, were not 
significant. 
 
Howard stated that costs savings were just one of three reasons 
behind the Part Night Scheme, the other two being to reduce 
carbon emissions and to cut back on light pollution. 
 
The Chairman said that the Parish Council must outline to the 
residents what will be happening regarding street lights in the 
next issue of the broadsheet. EC/HR  
 
8.  Finance � report received 
 
Precept 2007/08 
It was agreed to keep the precept to the same amount as last year 
- £27,000. Tim Fowell noted that there was no provision in the 

proposed budget for improvements in Pilgrims Close. Susan 
Ross was confident that money would be available to complete 
this work. 
The Clerk will submit the Precept application to Uttlesford 
District Council. EC 
 
It was resolved that the Council, in accordance with its powers 
under section 137 & 139 of the Local Government Act 1972, 
should incur the following expenditure, which in the opinion of 
the Council is in the interests of the area or its inhabitants and 



will benefit them in a manner commensurate with the 
expenditure:- 
 

o £100 to the Uttlesford Citizens Advice Bureau 
o £400 to the Congregational Church towards the cost of 

redecoration. 
o £200 to the Stop Stansted Expansion campaign. 
o £100 to the Saffron Walden Museum towards the cost of 

the Heritage Quest Centre, which will be a research and 
resource centre for Uttlesford. EC 

 
 
9.  Courses 
 
Basic Bookkeeping 
How to Raise the Profile of Your Parish Council 
Election Training Day 
Planning for the Future of Your Village 
It was not felt necessary for anyone to attend 
 
10.  Reports 
 
Recreation Ground � report received 
Liza Gordon-Saker reported that the Community Centre was 
struggling, both financially and in attracting sufficient committee 
members. The groups that use the centre have been heavily 
subsidised over the years and need to be made aware of the true 
costs. The centre is not asking the Parish Council for money at 
this stage, but would certainly be reliant on the Parish Council to 
contribute towards the cost of any CCTV system. It was agreed 
that this would be acceptable providing a grant could also be 
secured. 
 
The Chairman confirmed that the Parish Council did own the 
piece of land that the Bowls Club were interested in acquiring 
should they ever re-develop their Club House.  
 
It was decided that the proposed meeting between Tim Fowell, 
Liza Gordon-Saker and the Youth Club be deferred for 6 
Months. 
 
Highways 
There is no news regarding the proposed car park at the station. 
The Meadow Road road sign is now in place. 
The letter regarding the Jacksons Lane footpath has still to be 
written, although the resident has been advised verbally. HR 
 
Open Spaces 
Works to Hall Garden are now complete. 



A number of bulbs have been planted at the top of the High 
Street. 
The replacement dog notice on Horse River Green has been put 
on hold in light of the comments made in John Bosworth�s 

Conservation Area Appraisal. 
Tim Fowell is still obtaining quotes for the work to be done at 
Pilgrims Close 
 
Cycle Paths 
A letter, with suggestions for cycle paths, was sent to the 
Uttlesford Association of Local Councils. No reply has been 
received. 
 
Neighbourhood Watch 
Nothing to report. 
 
11.  Review of Clerk�s Role and Responsibilities 
The council approved the new role and pay scale, which will be 
backdated to 1st November 2006. 
 
12.  Matters for Further Discussion 
Liza Gordon-Saker brought to the attention of the Parish Council 
a special edition of the Hinxton News that relates to a planning 
application by Hexcel to expand its site between Hinxton and 
Duxford in order to accommodate a carbon fibre plant. 
Acrylonitrile, a major component in the manufacturing of carbon 
fibre is highly flammable, explosive and deadly. The Clerk will 
find out who to address our concerns to and Tim Fowell will 
write a letter. EC/TF 
   
 
Meeting closed at 11.10pm. 
 
 
11.   Date and time of next meeting 
 
Wednesday 24th January 2007 at 8pm. 
 

 
 
   
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Great Chesterford Parish Council 
 
Precept 
 
The Finance Committee recommends that the precept remains unchanged for 
2007/08 at £27,000. 
 
The attached budget shows that income and expenditure balance for the year.  
However, we are projecting £12,800 surplus at the end of this financial year.  In 

making this projection the following have been taken into account: 
 

Contribution to cost of installing CCTV 2,500 
Flood prevention 1,000 
Move youth shelter 1,000 
 
 

Susan Ross 
10 December 2006 
 
 
 
 
Great Chesterford Parish Council 
Finance 
 
There are three requests for donations.  We are usually sympathetic to request 
from organisations which provide benefits which are, or are likely to be used by 
residents.  Donations in the last few years are shown below 
 
Donations     
     
 03/04 04/05 05/06 06/07 
Homestart 100   100 
Saffron Screen    100 
All Saints 450  500 500 
CAB   100  
Stop Stansted Expansion 100 200 100  
Bowls Club 100 75   
Interact  100   
Medics 100    

 850 375 700 700 
The requests are: 
 
 

1. CAB 
 We gave £100 last year, and the Finance Committee recommends giving £100 this 

year. 
 

2. The Chapel 
 
We have never been asked for a donation before.  They need £1,540 to decorate 

the Chapel, and have raised £746.  We donated £500 to All Saints in each of the 

last two years.  This has largely been for the upkeep of the Churchyard, which the 
Parish Council believes benefits the whole village. 



 
The Finance Committee recommends a donation of £300 to the Chapel. 
 

3. Stop Stansted Expansion 
 
We have been asked to make a further donation.  This request has not been 
considered by Finance Committee, so no recommendation, for or against, is made. 
 

4. Annual Audit 
 
The accounts have been signed off by the external auditors, with no qualification.  
There is a recommendation that we maintain a fixed asset register.  This will be 
considered by the Finance Committee with the Parish Clerk. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Recreation Ground Trust subcommittee report for December 2006  

 

The PC having approved the acceptance of Tarquin�s quote for the tree 

works on the rec I met him when he was doing the work to discuss an 

overall strategy.  He is going to prepare a new map with all the trees 

logged on it as the existing list is out of date and many of the trees listed 

are long gone.  He will suggest suitable trees for the gaps on the west 

side and along the old road.  Some of the west side trees only have 10 � 

15 years of life left in them so if we plant the right trees in the gaps, we 

can plan ahead for a rolling programme of replacement.  It would be 

preferable to buy more established trees and the cricket club have agreed 

to water them over the summer. 

Tarquin is also going to recommend and quote for prickly shrubs to plant 

by the scout hut/bowls club when we move the youth shelter. 

 

The bowls club have written to the PC to enquire about incorporating a 

corner of the rec just outside their area into the club because that would 

assist them when they have to rebuild their clubhouse in the next few 

years.  Their boundary is an odd shape and we may need to investigate 



whether this is because the PC does not own the corner or we retained it 

for some other reason. 

 

CCTV 

We have obtained 2 quotes for the installation of CCTV.  A few years 

ago CCC were quoted over £10,000 for systems which would give poor 

coverage and required a lot of work from the user.  Systems now have 

improved in quality and need the user to do very little.  We have obtained 

2 quotes from firms recommended by Peter Caulfield, the Crime 

Prevention Officer.  They are for a little under £7,000.  The cameras 

would cover the road to monitor vehicles, the CCC, the bowls club, the 

scout hut and the multisports with all the equipment being in the office.  

As it�s a digital system, you don�t have to change tapes etc.   The CCC 

and the bowls club do not have a great deal of money but would 

contribute to the cost.  Elaine has identified possible grants and I will 

follow them up.  They are usually available for up to half the project.  If 

the PC would be willing to pay 1/3 of the cost that would leave the CCC 

and bowls club with 1/6 if we can get a grant.  This is something which 

would benefit the village if we can cut down on the vandalism. 

 

The CCC is not making a profit despite healthy bookings.  This is in part 

because of the running costs but in part because they subsidise village 

organisations.  Villagers pay a reduced rate and the groups which moved 

from the old village hall were given a discount which is gradually being 

phased out.  They are finding it hard to recruit new committee members 

so the burden is falling on a small hardworking group who struggle to get 

the message across that they cannot subsidise the centre�s users.  Can we 

try to help them? 

 

Strategy report 

We have received consultation papers from UDC on elections and the 

mobile library which say there are no changes for GC so I have simply 



acknowledged them.  We received a heavily slanted consultation on the 

2007/8 budget which drives the responder into saying we want improved 

levels of service so we are happy to pay higher council tax.  I have done 

my best not to get to that conclusion!  

The Finance report deals with requests for grants. 

 

LGS 

8.12.06 

 


