
MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL OF GREAT 
CHESTERFORD 

Wednesday 24th January 2007, at 8pm 
in the Community Centre 

 
 
 
Present: Michelle Cookson � Chairman 
 Peter Fentem               
 Russell Pope 
 Howard Rolfe 
 Tim Fowell 
 Liza Gordon-Saker 
 Susan Ross 
 Julie Redfern 
  
 Elaine Culling - Clerk 
                                    
 
 
  Action 
1. Apologies for absence  
 
All Councillors present. 
  
2. Declarations of interest � personal or prejudicial 
 
None received. 
  
3. Minutes of the Last Meeting 
 
The chairman signed as a correct record of events the minutes of 
the meeting held on 13th December 2006. 
 
4. Planning � Applications: 
 
Application No: UTT/2043/06/FUL Proposed replacement 
single storey rear extension. 
Location: Crave Hall, Cow Lane, Great Chesterford 
No Objection 
 
Application No: UTT/2066/06/FUL & UTT/2067/06/LB. 
Single storey side extension to annexe. Erection of fence & gates 
& change of use of annexe to separate dwelling not complying 
with condition C6.12 of Planning Permission UTT/1277/95/FUL 
dated 3-1-1996. 
Location: Mill House, Newmarket Road, Great Chesterford 
Condition C6.12 in 1996 provided that the annexe was not to be 
separately occupied as it lacked the relevant facilities. Tim 
Fowell to ascertain whether this is still the case. Otherwise, No 
Objection. TF 
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Boro Farm, Great Chesterford 
Tim reported that he had received notification from Uttlesford 
District Council of proposed excavation works at land adjacent 
to the M11 at Stumps Cross. Soil is to be removed, drainage 
improved and then the soil removed will be replaced together 
with additional soil. Concerns were raised over the access to the 
land which is via a lay-by on the B1383, as the road surface 
could be damaged by any heavy lorries to be used. Tim is to take 
this matter up with Uttlesford asking that they ensure the 
condition of the lay-by is either retained or improved. He will 
also ascertain the proposed timescale of the job. TF   
Tim commented that the lay-by was currently blighted by a large 
amount of rubbish. The Clerk will pursue its removal with 
Uttlesford. EC 
 
Hexcel Development at Duxford.  
Tim stated that there are currently three planning applications for 
this site, including one for the storage of hazardous substances. 
Liza Gordon-Saker raised concerns over the transportation of 
these substances and felt that the Parish Council should register 
this with the South Cambs District Council. 
Peter Fentem wanted to know whether someone competent had 
been employed by South Cambs to assess the risks. 
Tim Fowell will write to South Cambs District Council to this 
effect by the end of January. TF 
 
Government Office for the East of England � Proposed 
Changes to the East of England Plan  
Uttlesford Local development Framework � Consultation on 
the Core Strategy Policy Choices & options for Growth. 
Comments to be received by 9th March 2007. 
The Chairman felt that a working party should be put together in 
order to discuss the two documents and  produce a 
recommendation to put before the next meeting on 28th February. MC 
Howard Rolfe said that he was due to attend an initiative 
meeting on the 29th January, which is being held by Roger 
Harborough of Uttlesford District Council. Howard will advise 
other councillors whether they can attend and if so where and at 
what time. HR 
Liza Gordon-Saker raised the point that Great Chesterford was at 
additional risk from any development in South Cambridgeshire.  
Peter Fentem stated that the recent Great Ouse Catchment Flood 
Management Plan highlighted the risks of flooding should the 
houses proposed along the M11 corridor were built. 
 
Stansted Airport 
Howard Rolfe will attend the forthcoming Community 
Conference to be held by the Stop Stansted Expansion group on 
Sunday 4th February at the Hilton Hotel in Stansted. HR 
 



5.  Dog Control Orders 
The following was agreed: 
Play Area on Recreation Ground � Dogs not allowed. 
Rest of Recreation Ground � Clean up after your dog. 
Horse River Green � Clean up after your dog 
Streets of Great Chesterford � Dogs to be kept on a lead and              
                                                 Clean up after your dog. LGS 
Julie Redfern said that from her enquiries, one of the main 
concerns of our residents was the continuing problem of dog 
mess. Howard Rolfe suggested that known offenders be sent a 
letter of warning.  
 
6.  Letter of Support to Uttlesford District Council regarding 
the recent Fly-Tipping prosecutions. 
It was felt that the poor attendance of the Civic Amenity Skips 
last year, together with the lack of proper signage on the 
Community Centre bin, were contributory factors when it came 
to the recent incidences of fly-tipping. It was agreed therefore to 
seek an increase in the number of Civic Amenity Skips visiting 
the village to one a month. The clerk will liaise with Uttlesford 
in this matter. With this in mind a notice will be placed in the 
April Broadsheet publicising the dates of the skips and the need 
for residents, as an alternative, to use the Thaxted Road Amenity 
Site. This should help discourage any future fly- tipping, and 
understanding that proper signage will be placed on the 
Community Centre bin, the Parish council will support any 
future action taken by Uttlesford District Council.  
 
7.  Reports 
Recreation Ground � report received 
Howard Rolfe commented on the number of lights that were 
currently not working. Liza Gordon-Saker assured him that the 
Community Centre was in the process of dealing with this.  
It was not yet thought that the proposed tree planting had taken 
place, however once planted the Cricket Club has agreed to 
water when necessary.  
Howard asked that following his inspection of the ongoing 
problems with puddles on the path behind the Tennis Courts, that 
Tom Dazey is approached to try and improve the situation by the 
addition of more pea shingle. The Clerk will contact Tom on this 
matter. EC  
 
Strategy � report received 
 
Finance � report received 
The Clerk reported that the mower used by John Moralee had 
broken down and was considered beyond repair. It was agreed to 
give the go ahead for him to purchase a new one. Prices quoted 
were £1365 for a manual, £1600 for an automatic. Both prices 

subject to vat. EC  



Susan Ross requested that Kate McManus, the Village Recorder, 
be able to spend the money required in order to bind copies of 
the Times of Chesterford. It was thought that the amount would 
be less than £100. This was agreed. 
The Chairman commented that the residents should have the 
opportunity of looking at some of the documents that Kate kept. 
Susan said that discussions to this effect were taking place with 
the History Society. 
 
Highways � report received 
Street Lights. Howard Rolfe reported that Essex County Council 
will be using the Telensa system elsewhere in the county. 
Russell Pope observed that it might be better to have just one 
time for all the relevant lights to go off rather than random times. 
1am was suggested, and Howard will liaise with Peter Fentem to 
make a final decision. HR/PF 
Speed Limits. Peter had attended the recent North Area Panel 
meeting and said that there was concern over the timetable of 
any new 20mph limits due to inadequate funding. Howard 
agreed to take up this issue when he speaks to Davina 
Millership, Area Highways Manager regarding the 50mph limit 
on the B184 and B1383.  HR 
Howard informed the meeting that there was the possibility of 
extending the footpath at the top of the High Street, around to the 
left in order to join with the footpath adjacent to the B184. Gaby 
Spalding of Essex Highways is due to make a site visit and 
report on how best to proceed. Either Howard or Peter will 
attend. HR/PF 
The Chairman enquired whether the recent letter, from Essex 
County Council, regarding the 2007 Cutting Programme had 
been responded to. Howard agreed to look into what information 
was required in order to reply. HR 
 
Open Spaces 
Tim Fowell is still awaiting quotes for the work to be undertaken 
at Pilgrim Close. TF  
 
Communications & Flood Prevention � report received 
Notice Boards. Peter Fentem and the Clerk will liaise and come 
back with a recommendation for the February meeting. PF/EC 
Liza Gordon-Saker raised the Mouchal Parkman report that had 
been discussed at the recent North Area Panel meeting. She 
wished to know whether the Parish Council would have the 
opportunity to comment on its recommendations. Peter agreed to 
find out what the situation was and to come back with a 
recommendation at the February meeting. PF 
Howard will contact Linda Smart at Essex County Council in 
order to get an update on the proposed parking scheme at Great 
Chesterford station. HR 



Peter agreed to buy a spade to be stored with the grit bins at 
Manor Farm. PF 
 
Neighbourhood Watch 
Julie Redfern reported that she had recently had a meeting with 
Alan Johnson, Chair of the Uttlesford Neighbourhood Watch 
Steering Committee, and Peter Caulfield, Uttlesford Community 
Safety Officer. Great Chesterford currently has only two 
coordinators covering Jacksons Lane/Square, Carmel Street and 
Manor Lane. It was felt that 24 would be needed to cover the 
whole village adequately.  
They wish to raise the profile of Neighbourhood Watch in the 
village and it was proposed to make it the main topic at the 
forthcoming Annual Parish Meeting. 
Going forward all new members of the scheme will receive a 
membership pack, of which a certain number are available free. 
The cost of these packs is about 80p once the free allocation is 
used.  
Other schemes that they would like to promote at the same time 
are: 
Message in a Bottle � this is when vulnerable people keep their 
medical details in a bottle in their fridge. 
Nominated Neighbour � this is when residents have a person 
they can ask to be present when subjected to cold calling. 
Julie suggested that there be a village wide delivery of the next 
edition of the Observer, the Neighbourhood Watch publication, 
together with notification of the Annual Parish Meeting. Julie 
and the Clerk will liaise on this matter, and it was suggested that 
a date for the meeting be selected sometime in the last two 
weeks of March. JR/EC 
Julie stated that the Parish Council would be expected to pay for 
any relevant street signage, at a cost of £20 per sign. 
 
It was agreed that other topics to be covered at the Annual Parish 
Meeting would be the Part Night Scheme, the recent 
Conservation Area Appraisal, and the GoEast/Uttlesford Plan. 
  
 
8. Matters for Further Discussion 
None 
 
Meeting closed at 10.15pm. 
 
 
9.   Date and time of next meeting 
 
Wednesday 28th February 2007 at 8pm. 

 


