
MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL OF GREAT 
CHESTERFORD 

Wednesday 28th February 2007, at 8pm 
in the Community Centre 

 
 
 
Present: Michelle Cookson � Chairman 
 Peter Fentem               
 Russell Pope 
 Howard Rolfe 
 Tim Fowell 
 Susan Ross 
  
 Elaine Culling - Clerk 
 
 
  Action 
1. Apologies for absence  
 
Apologies were received from Liza Gordon-Saker. 
  
2. Declarations of interest � personal or prejudicial 
 
None received. 
  
3. Minutes of the Last Meeting  
 
The chairman signed as a correct record of events the minutes of 
the meeting held on 24th January 2007. 
 
4. Planning � Applications:       
 
Application No: UTT/0066/07/FUL & UTT/0067/07/LB.  Installation of 
air conditioning unit to rear wall. 
Location: Great Chesterford C of E School, School Street, Great 
Chesterford. 
Tim Fowell to ask whether there is not an alternative wall for the unit to be 
installed on, as the one in question is a flint wall. TF    

 
Application No: UTT/0214/07/FUL. Single storey side extension.   
Location: 7, Stanley Road, Great Chesterford. 
Tim Fowell to point out that if approved there would be an infringement of 
the 900mm from boundary rule.  TF 

 
Application No: UTT/0245/07/FUL. Single storey side extension. Re-
roofing of existing side extension and internal alterations. 
Location: 14, Jacksons Lane, Great Chesterford. 
No Objection.  
 
Application No: UTT/0309/07/FUL Single storey front and 
side extension and additional crossover for drive and parking 
area. 
Location: 17, Spencer Road, Great Chesterford 
No Objection  

id2196093 pdfMachine by Broadgun Software  - a great PDF writer!  - a great PDF creator! - http://www.pdfmachine.com  http://www.broadgun.com 



 
Application No: UTT/0312/07/FUL Amendment to 
UTT/0040/05/FUL approved 3-3-2005 for alteration to dwelling 
and garage. 
Location: Luckfield, Newmarket Road, Great Chesterford 
Tim Fowell will check how this has changed from the original. If 
little change, then no objection. TF 
  
Uttlesford Local development Framework � Consultation on 
the Core Strategy Policy Choices & Options for Growth. 
A report summarising the original document was submitted by 
the Chairman, who has also responded on behalf of the Parish 
Council via the Uttlesford  website. 
 
Stansted Airport 
Howard Rolfe raised the point that the Parish Council needed to 
decide on what part they would take in the forthcoming appeal. 
It was agreed that the Clerk would register Howard to speak at 
the appeal with regard to the particular impact of the proposed 
development on the community of Great Chesterford EC 
 
5.  Annual Parish Meeting 
The date for this has still to be decided upon, although it is now 
likely to take place after Easter. Topics to be covered will now 
be the Neighbourhood Watch Scheme, The Part Night Scheme 
and Planning Issues. The Clerk will liaise with Julie Redfern in 
regard to setting the date. EC/JR  
 
6.  Conservation Area Appraisal 
The Clerk submitted a brief report of the recent meeting, held in 
the Community Centre by Uttlesford District Council. The 
Parish Council agreed that a letter of thanks should be written to 
John Bosworth for the time and trouble he took in producing the 
Appraisal  EC/MC 
 
Peter Fentem raised the point that the Appraisal was pursuing a 
20mph limit for the High Street only, whereas his understanding 
was that it should be for the whole of the village, excepting the 
B184 and B1383. Howard Rolfe reported that he had recently 
spoken to Davina Millership of Essex County Council Highways 
and that she was unaware of any 20mph request. The policy in 
these cases in Essex though is to first carry out an average speed 
check and if it comes in at over 24mph, then traffic calming 
measures would need to be installed. Howard assured her that 
the average speed was below 24mph. He was advised in the 
meantime to contact Gaynor Bradley at Uttlesford District 
Council in order to see whether this speed limit change could be 
part of the 2007/08 Locally Determined Budget. In regard to a 
consistent 50 mph limit on the B184, Howard said that this is 
currently in the plan for 2008/09. The Chairman asked that John 
Bosworth be kept up to date regarding the 20mph issue. HR  
 



The Chairman asked whether the Parish Council wished to 
formally comment on the Appraisal and it was agreed to do so 
with particular reference to the question of the future of the 
telegraph poles in the High Street, the proposed 20mph limit, 
and the telephone box on Horse River Green. EC/MC 
 
7.  Reports 
Highways 
Parking at Station � nothing to report 
Part Night Scheme � the lights to be included have now been 
finalised although the off/on time is still to be agreed, together 
with an implementation date. Tim Fowell raised the point that it 
would be sensible to include the lights on the Multisports, and 
Howard Rolfe agreed to investigate this. HR  
Progress on Speed Limits � see item 6. 
Footpath at top of High Street � Howard is still waiting to meet 
up with Gabby Spalding of Essex County Council Highways 
regarding this matter. Gabby has now also taken on 
responsibility for the Jacksons Lane footpath.  
Parking around school � Howard said that he had notified the 
police regarding the many instances of bad parking around the 
school. Initially he registered it with Braintree, but he has since 
had a telephone conversation with our Community Police 
Officer, PC Sonia Grayland, who has agreed to visit one 
afternoon at the end of the school day. The Chairman asked that 
Howard inform Allan Kemp, who raised this issue at the 
Conservation Area Appraisal meeting. It was also noted that on 
one occasion recently there were only 2 children on the School 
Bus. It was agreed to check with the School how many children 
in fact use the Bus on a regular basis. HR/MC/EC   
Comments were made on the number of cars parked in the High 
Street and it was agreed that there was a need to monitor the 
situation. 
 
Open Spaces 
Pilgrim Close � Tim Fowell has now received a quote, however 
it was agreed to obtain a further quote on the basis of laying 
tarmac in both areas. Howard Rolfe will take the opportunity to 
get a price for laying tarmac on the footpath behind the 
Multisports at the same time as it is prone to problems in wet 
weather. It was agreed to proceed with the work as the costs are 
relatively small and Tim was unable to source another 
contractor. TF/HR 
Finance � nothing to report 
 
Strategy � nothing to report 
 
Recreation Ground � report received 
The chairman asked that in view of Liza�s proposed departure 

from the Parish Council, that Russell Pope begin now with the 
process of a handover. LGS/RP 
 
 



Communications & Flood Prevention � report received 
Notice Boards � deferred to the next meeting  
Mouchal Parkman Report � Peter Fentem has so far not had any 
response as to whether the Parish Council would have the 
opportunity to comment on its recommendations.  
Management of Village Website � Peter reported that the Clerk 
had received an unsolicited letter from someone who manages 
Parish Council websites. As our current webmaster is due to 
leave in the summer, Peter felt that it might be a better way 
forward. The starting up cost is £150 with an annual cost of £80. 

Any work to be done would be charged at £60 per hour. These 

costs compare favourably with our current setup, although there 
would still be a need for someone to liaise with the company. 
The Parish Council agreed that Peter should explore this 
alternative option further. PF 
Draft Great Ouse Catchment Flood Management Plan 
Consultation � report received. As a result of attending the 
exhibition in Trumpington Cambridge, Peter reported that Great 
Chesterford has been identified as being at risk of flooding. Peter 
explained to the officers present the idea of building a bund on 
the east side of the B184 and this was considered most 
interesting. Going forward Peter felt that the Environment 
Agency might be a help in realising this project. Peter advised 
the meeting that the service of issuing Flood Warnings based on 
rainfall gauges, in our case the gauge at Fleam Dyke, was 
withdrawn a year ago, and that we can now only expect 
warnings from the river bed gauges. 
Peter will draft a letter of response. PF 
 
8. Matters for Further Discussion 
Village of the Year competition � it was agreed not to apply this year. 
 
The Chairman reported that she had been asked by Sheila Chambers, of the 
Parochial Church Council, to produce a general letter for the prospective 
new incumbent at the church, a copy of which will be circulated to all Parish 
Councillors. As a result of this exercise the Chairman felt that in future it 
might be beneficial to meet up with members of both the church and chapel 
in order to discuss any community concerns. This was met with general 
agreement with Russell Pope commenting that other groups such as the 
school and doctors surgeries could also be included. Whether to set up a 
separate meeting or add into a normal Parish Council meeting would need to 
be decided. MC   
 
Meeting closed at 10.05pm. 
 
9.   Date and Time of Next Meeting 
 
Wednesday 18th April 2007 at 8pm. 

 


