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ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 
GREAT CHESTERFORD PARISH COUNCIL 

 Tuesday 8th May 2007, at 8pm 
in the Community Centre 

 
 
 
Present: Michelle Cookson - Chairman  
 Peter Fentem               
 Russell Pope 
 Julie Redfern 
 Susan Ross 
 Elaine Culling � Clerk 
  
 23 members of the public 
 
   
1. Chairman�s Introduction 

 
The Chairman ran through the Agenda for the meeting. 
Apologies for absence were received from Howard Rolfe. 
 

2. Neighbourhood Watch Scheme 
 

Julie Redfern explained that the recent increases in crime and petty vandalism 
were behind the initiative to re-establish the Neighbourhood Watch scheme 
throughout the village.  
 
Julie introduced Alan Johnson, Chair of the Uttlesford Neighbourhood Watch 
Steering Committee and Peter Caulfield, Uttlesford Crime Reduction Officer, 
who together gave a brief presentation explaining how the scheme works. 
 
Alan Johnson gave information about two related schemes - Nominated 
Neighbour, to help combat bogus callers, and Message in a Bottle, a way of 
storing medication/contact details for the emergency services. 
 
A question and answer session followed during which the following points were 
discussed: 
 
o 10 to 12 volunteers will be required to make the scheme work. 
 
o Where possible wheelie bins should not be left out all day, as this can be an 

indication that a house is empty. 
 
o Neighbourhood Watch works best alongside positive policing, with more 

visits to the village required, especially foot patrols. 
 
o That crime is generally 40% less in areas where Neighbourhood Watch exists. 
 
o That all crime including petty crime and anti- social behaviour should be 

actively reported to the police.     
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o That talking to the youth of the village was important, and they should be 
made to feel some ownership of the village. 

 
o That the ideal Neighbourhood Watch co-ordinator will be the focal point in 

his road/street for any questions and problems. He will also distribute a copy 
of the Observer 4 times a year. He will be part of a team of co-ordinators who 
will meet approximately 4 times a year. He will have access to a website 
forum where he can read and post crime related information. 

 
o That it remains to be seen whether the crime statistics will be affected by the 

proposed switching off of street lights later this year. 
 

The Parish Council added that it is hoping to progress the installation of CCTV at 
the Recreation Ground, and is also looking into the relocation of the Youth shelter 
to a more visible site.   
 

3. Part Night Initiative 
 

The Chairman introduced Lawrence McKeogh, Essex County Council Roads 
Manager, and Keith Tovee, Essex County Council Street Lighting Manager. 
Together they explained the background to the initiative and how it would work 
in Great Chesterford. Maps were provided to indicate the street lights affected. 
 
A question and answer session followed during which the following was clarified: 
 

o The pilot scheme will run for about a year. 
 

o That switching off alternate street lights was not an option as the spread of 
light provided must conform to EU directives. 

 
o That street lights will be left on at accident sites; remote alleyways; on 

main roads; in town centres; where there is CCTV; at roundabouts and 
junctions; and where there is a legal duty to provide, for example where 
there are speed bumps. 

 
o That the savings in energy costs were expected to be 30%, with a pay back 

period of 2.5 to 3 years. 
 

o That energy efficient bulbs are already in use. 
 

o That the change over in Great Chesterford was likely to be at the end of 
May/beginning of June. 

 
o That there were unlikely to be any fatalities as a result of this scheme, as 

the areas affected are built up areas. 
 

o That the lights will be switched off between approximately midnight and 
5am GMT. 

 
With regards to Parish Council owned street lights it was agreed that the street 
light opposite the village shop should now be excluded from the switch off. 
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4. Parish Council 
   

The Chairman introduced each of the Parish Councillors present and 
explained their area of responsibility.  
 
Highways � report received 
Peter Fentem presented this report on behalf of Howard Rolfe. 

 
Speed Limits 
There is agreement with Essex County Council (ECC), in principle, for a 20mph 
limit within the village and 50mph on the B184 and B1383 roads to be included 
in their 2008/09 budget. 
 
Station Parking 
Plans are being prepared for a car parking scheme on the disused sidings at Great 
Chesterford station. A budget for 20 spaces has already been agreed, this will be 
extended if further funds are made available. It is intended work will start in the 
2007/08 financial year. 
 
Jacksons Lane Footpath 
It remains the Parish Council�s intention to build a footpath at the western end of 

Jackson�s Lane. ECC are supportive and are about to begin the consultation 

process. 
 
Road/Footpath Maintenance  
There will be further upgrading of roads and footpaths in the village within this 
financial year. The Parish Council appreciates being advised by residents of areas 
that require upgrading. 
 
Ickelton Road Bridge 
In response to safety concerns the Parish Council has agreed with ECC to extend 
the 30mph speed limit to beyond the bridge and to make it a statutory offence for 
oversized vehicles to attempt to pass beneath the bridge. 

 
Matters arising: 
 
Had rumble strips been considered on the B1383 as it approaches 
Great Chesterford.  
Peter said they had not, however agreed to discuss the matter further. 
 
The speed reduction sign as you enter Great Chesterford on the B1383 
is difficult to see during the day. 
Peter agreed, and also observed that it was poorly sited.  
 
Why could the speed limits, either side of the village, not be reduced 
further? 
It was explained that even the recent agreement, to reduce the limit 
from 60 to 50mph, had been difficult to achieve due to police 
resistance.  
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Flood Prevention � report received 

This is a responsibility shared by the Parish Council and the Community Centre 
Management Committee working together. 

Action taken during year since May 2006 

1) The rainfall in 2006 
The annual rainfall at Royston (adjacent to our catchment area) was moderate 
at 638 mm (757 mm in 2002, 525 mm in 2003, 628 mm in 2004, 499 mm in 
2005); The monthly rainfall in the summer and autumn was high eg July (93.4 
mm). 

2) Flood warnings 
The Environmental Agency no longer provides �flood� warnings based on 

rainfall.  The village contiues to receive �flood� warnings based on the river 
levels.  No warnings were received  during the year. 

3) The condition of the ditch 
A visual inspection was undertaken in December 2006 and the observations 
were reported to the Parish Council. Thus far the Parish Council�s ditches 

have handled the rainfall satisfactorily.   
The ditch alongside Holme Field caused concern but was eventually cleared 
of vegetation.  The culverts are handling the flow well, thought he basin 
beyond the B184 culvert will need clearing later this year. 
Plans are in hand to apply an approved herbicide to the PC�s ditches in 2007. 

4) A bund along the eastern edge of the land bordering the B184 
It has become clear that further flood protection may be achieved by 
constructing a bund along the north eastern edge of the land bordering the 
B184 extending on both sides of the culvert.  This has the merit that it would 
store water before it reached the road and the B184 culvert.   
ECC Highways have been requested to consider raising the height of the wall 
on the field side of the B184 culvert to enable the construction of a bund along 
the eastern edge of the land bordering the B184.  A reply has not been 
received despite repeated reminders. 

5) Environment Agency�s Great Ouse Catchment report 
The Parish Council has a copy of the full copy of this report available for 
consultation.  

6) Emergency provision �  
an emergency supply of loose sand, Sorbarix bags, sandbag slips and a spade 
are now stored in the grit bins at Manor Farm.  The Sorbarix Absorbent Water 
Protection Cushions are easy to store, malleable, absorb a considerable 
volume of water, prevent water penetration and can be re-used.   
 

Matters arising: 
 
James Hamilton was concerned that the practice of treating the ditches 
with weed killer, in order to remove vegetation, would inevitably lead to 
greater soil erosion. Chris Cole said that the only way to prevent further 
flooding was to keep the river clear. James added that the proposal to 
build a bund alongside the B184 would be futile without a means of 
restricting the flow of water running under the road 
Peter suggested that they discuss the matter more fully at another time as 
he was very interested in what James had to say. 
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The Chairman commented that the policy today was not to dredge the 
rivers. 

 
 

Communications � report received 
 

The website: 
We wish to thank Melanie Hanson most sincerely for developing and maintaining the 
village website.  Melanie will be leaving the village shortly and leaves the website in 
very good shape, she has re-designed the site during 2006 and as evidenced by the 
usage (1,838 hits upto this week) which suggests that it is becoming even more 
useful.  Plans are being drawn to continue further development of the site.  In the 
meantime please continue to ontact Melanie by telephone (530403) or via the 
website. 
 
The website (<http://www.chesterfords.info>) serves everyone in the village.  We 
need to include even more information about village groups and organizations.  Any 
group can either have its own page or have links to its own website. 
It is an ideal channel for a comprehensive village events� diary, we would like to 

develop this further. 
 
Additional notice boards:  
A decision is still pending regarding the sites for two additional boards.  Suggestions 
will be welcome. It is intended that these boards will reduce the need for notices to be 
attached to telegraph poles around the village. 
 

Broadsheet: 

We welcome comments on the amount and content of the Council�s entry 

 
Using your computer: 
In the autumn of 2005 a course was organised to provide an introduction to the use of 
computers.  The course, held in the School, aroused less interest than was expected .  
The PC is willing to re-visit this if there are expressions of interest. 

 
Matters arising: 
 
Why had the recent District Council election results not been posted on 
the Parish Council notice board. 
The Clerk replied that this was because Uttlesford had not yet issued 
them. The results were provided by Julie Redfern 
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Recreation Ground/Play Area report received  

 
Russell Pope presented this report on behalf of Liza Gordon-Saker 

 

I am sorry that I am not able to attend this evening�s meeting, particularly as this will 

be my last report for the Parish Council.  I have been a parish councillor for almost 10 

years and during that time there have been a lot of improvements to the recreation 

ground.  I would like to claim the credit for them but in reality I was just in the right 

place at the right time. 

 

We were able to obtain a number of grants to help us to install several new items of 

play equipment in the play area, the Community centre was built which has become a 

marvellous facility for the village, and hard work by the clubs who use the recreation 

ground, particularly the cricket club, has meant that the whole area is very well kept.  

It is now possible to walk or jog around the entire perimeter of the rec on your way to 

play tennis, bowls, cricket or football or you can just sit on one of the (hopefully) 

indestructible benches and watch others wear themselves out!  All I had to do was go 

to the ceremony a few years ago when we won an award for the best kept recreation 

ground. 

 

The Parish Council has 2 vacancies for councillors.  I can recommend it.  I have 

greatly enjoyed my time on the Parish Council and I would like to thank all the 

councillors and the 2 clerks, Melanie Hanson and Elaine Culling, for all the hard 

work they do. 

 

Matters arising: 
 
Why were the car park lights not being repaired? 
It was explained by Paul Rutter, on behalf of the Community Centre, that 
the lights are the responsibility of the Community Centre, and that they 
are in the process of trialling a new vandal proof light  
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Finance � Report Received 
 
The Parish Council is funded by a precept which is included in Council Tax.  The 
precept for this financial year was £27,000. 
 
The Council is financially responsible for the following: 
 

 The recreation ground, but not the Community Centre 
 
 Most of the street lights within the village 

 
 Open spaces, such as Horseriver Green, and the play areas in Pilgrims Close 

 
During the year we spent the following: 
 

 £10,700 on the rec, which include the provision of new play equipment.  

partly funded by a grant, and a report on flood prevention 
 
 discretionary grants of £1,500 were paid.  These are paid to village 

organisations, such as the Church and Chapel, or charities which provide 
benefits to residents of Great Chesterford 

 
 other expenditure is similar to previous years 

 
 
The Council has reserves of £11,500.  Some of this is retained for large periodic 
expenditure such as resurfacing the multisports.  Subject to successful grant 
applications, we expect to spend about £4,500 on CCTV around the Community 

Centre. 
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DRAFT 
Great Chesterford Parish Council   
Summary Income and Expenditure Account   
Year Ended 31 March 2007   

2006   2007  
£   £  

  Income   
27,000 Precept 27,000 

240 Donations 240 
1,380 Grants 990 

381 Interest/Other 169 
29,001 Total 28,399 

     
  Expenditure   

6,149 Recreation Ground 10,664 
4,469 Open Spaces 5,608 
3,092 Highways/street lights 4,001 
9,541 General Administration 10,985 

23,251 Total 31,258 
     

5,750 Surplus for year (2,859) 
     

8,591 General Fund Balance brought forward 14,342 
5,750 Surplus/(deficit) for year (2,859) 

14,341 
General Fund Balance carried 
forward 11,483 

  Represented by:   
     

2006   2006  
£   £  

  Current Assets   
964 VAT 1,073 

  Debtors   
223 Payment in advance 223 

18,342 Cash in Hand 15,091 
19,529  16,387 

  Current Liabilities   
775 Creditors 491 

4,413 EEDA - broadband grant 4,413 
5,188  4,904 

14,341 Net assets 11,483 
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5. Chairman�s Concluding Remarks 
 

The Chairman thanked everyone for attending and asked that they stay on for 
refreshments and informal discussions. 

 
      Meeting closed at 10.15pm.      
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