Turkey – When Steam was Real

Western Anatolia

This DVD is divided into 8 chapters:

Beginning; Izmir; Manisa – Usak; Usak – Afyon; Afyon; Burdur System; Eregli – Armutcuk; Finale

Locos types seen in the footage are:

44001 0-8-0 G8 class of 1910-24 (44001-44087)

45001 2-8-0 G8.2 class of 1927-35 (45001-45087)

46105 2-8-2 sole working Stephenson-built loco of 1929-32 (46101-46106)

55001 0-10-0 G10 class of 1924-27 (55001-55049)

56501 2-10-0 Kriegslok DRB 52 class of 1943-44 (56501-56553)

57001 2-10-2 class of 1933-37 (57001-57027)

In the 1980s & 90s, there were pockets of steam in a number of places in Anatolian Turkey. The area with the biggest concentration of duties for steam was Western Turkey from Izmir in the west to Afyon and Burdur in the east. All but one of the chapters of this DVD were shot in this area. The only exception is the isolated Eregli line on the Black Sea coast. While there was steam to be found at Kirikkale, from Zonguldak to Irmak, from Samsun to Sivas and from Erzurum to Horosan (and sometimes as far as Kars) and to Askale this was much more marginal and difficult to film and it’s unlikely that a DVD of Eastern Anatolia will follow Western Anatolia unless it is principally made up of footage from Skyliner Tours or unless someone else comes forward with more footage. When steam declined and finished, it was normally replaced by diesel but prior to that the line often had to be upgraded to take locos with a greater weight per axle. This upgrading process also provided steam turns on PW trains before the end. Another feature of the end of steam was the concentration on relatively few classes of loco for line work and primarily just one - the trusty World War II German Kriegslok. As footage for this DVD was shot towards the end of steam, Kriegsloks appear in many of the sequences.

Beginning

The opening sequence shows an unidentified 56501 class loco leaving Afyon with the morning freight train to Usak. This train ran as a mixed until the mid-1980s but that was already in the past. Lightweight DE18 locos took over the passenger trains but 56501 continued on the freight which ran as follows:

1161 06:30 Alasehir - Usak 10:50/12:30 - Afyon 17:00

1162 06:40 Afyon - Usak 10:53/11:20 - Alasehir 15:28
Izmir

After a pan over the city of Izmir, we see a 56501 class loco crossing Hilal Crossing on a ballast working which we follow as far as Tornali. Back at Hilal Crossing we see 57014 on a charter train to Halkapinar Works which was the last railway workshop in Turkey to repair steam locos. Among the locos we see is 8f 2-8-0 45160 which is now running in the UK. We were there for the ‘45160 Comes Home’ tour. The chap in the yellow T-shirt is the late Ron Lingley who was involved with the repatriation of this loco. We move to the Kemer Bank which had to be climbed by trains heading south and east out of Izmir. A 57001 passes with a local passenger train. Next is the old railway museum at Alsancak (prior it to moving to Camlik) and Alsancak shed with Stephenson 46105 (along with predominantly 57001 class locos) which we then see climbing the bank with the Ödemis mixed. We follow this train (with footage shot at different times) to Ödemis where the loco is turned by separating the loco from its tender and turning both separately because the turntable was designed for shorter locos. The Ödemis turntable was from Isca Foundry, Newport. Monmouth. 46105 has a steam leak from one of its cylinders but manages to complete its run. The loco was turned at Ödemis Gar rather than the Ödemis Sehir (terminus) station and on the return served the branch from Catal to Tire. This working was :

1325 06:35 TSO Alsancak - Ödemis (Sehir) 11:06

1326 14:21 TSO Ödemis (Sehir) - Alsancak 19:21

Manisa – Usak

There used to be a Manisa – Alasehir passenger service operated by 34001 class 2-6-0 locos but by the time we were there to video rather than shoot stills, this had become a 56501 turn which we see first. We then move to the hills above Alasehir where we see double-headed Kriegsloks slogging uphill on the Alasehir – Usak – Afyon working. This line had tunnels and 3 major bridges below Usak and ran distant from the paved roads. However, there was a reasonable dirt track which gave access to the line at various locations. We also see a single-headed train on the downhill Afyon - Usak – Alasehir working. At Usak, there are several 56501 on shed and 55013 shunting. The morning Afyon – Usak – Alasehir freight arrives and a Kriegslok has had parts of its motion painted white to show up any stress fractures.

Usak – Afyon

The line out of Usak has some sweeping curves and we see the afternoon Usak – Afyon working single–headed. This is followed by other sequences of the afternoon freight at the Usak end of the line. This working sometimes had 2 locos throughout and sometimes a loco would work out from Afyon to Dumlupinar to bank the train there. On other occasions, just one loco would split the train at Dumlupinar and make two trips up the bank to the summit before combining the train again for the run down to Afyon. Close to Dumlupinar I pace the train with my wife driving. This was another loco with its motion painted to reveal any cracks. Locos took water at Dumlupinar prior to attacking the bank. We see various attempts on the bank including one where the train stalled twice.

Afyon

Afyon is a major junction with lines to Eskisehir, Konya, Izmir via Denizli as well as the Manisa – Alasehir – Usak – Afyon line. The shed here had a predominately Kriegslok allocation but apart from the daily return freight working to Usak, there was no other regularly timetabled steam. To conclude this chapter, we see another version of the early morning departure from Afyon (see Beginning) but this time steam is on its last legs and the working is a train of rails for upgrading the line for the heavier diesels. 

Burdur System

This complex branch network left the mainline at Karakuyu but with a shed and terminus a bit further along the mainline at Dinar (steam shed). It had 2 junctions (Gümüsgun and Bozanonu) and 3 terminii at Burdur (steam shed), Isparta and Eregli (former small steam shed). While Burdur and Isparta were both sizeable towns, Egridir could best be described as a lake resort. At various times in the 1980s and 90s, G8, G10, ex-German railbuses and Kriegsloks worked the trains. In the sequence we see 56501 and 44001 classes. One of the oddities was a ‘mainline’ red and cream carriage which was combined with the Pamukkale Express (Denizli to Istanbul) at Dinar. This ran along with a local carriage on the Dinar – Egridir (morning) and afternoon return run. From the footplate, we see a charter train prepare to cross the Egridir viaduct. This was one of the most scenic locations in the whole of Turkey and the shot we see with the bridge, lake and mountain (also on the cover of this DVD) was one that everyone wanted. At the end of this chapter, we see the shed at Dinar with steam crane, 56501 and 57001 class locos on shed.

Egregli – Armutcuk

This isolated coal system was supplied with locos via the port of Eregli on the Black Sea. I once saw G8.2 locos in the docks at Istanbul ready to be shipped here after service. The port and shed were at Eregli and the coal mine was inland at Armutcuk. Trains could run as mixed, passenger or freight.

Finale

This long take by Dave Thornhill closes out the footage. Although memories dim, we believe this is a ballast working in the Afyon area. The train probably originated along the Konya – Afyon line and may have been travelling along the Afyon – Dinar section when it was filmed.

For more details about the steam locos that formerly operated in Turkey, see E. Talbot, ‘Steam in Turkey’, Continental Railway Circle. When I last checked, copies of this book were still available.

There is currently only one steam-able Turkish loco (56548 based at Usak). There is a hope that two further locos may be returned to steam shortly (56009 & 56508). However, the Turkish railways (TCDD) have made almost no attempt to promote steam tourism nor to maintain an active steam fleet. They do even not seem interested in maintaining a museum collection of inactive steam (currently at Camlik south east of Izmir). However, various locos have been plinthed at stations throughout Turkey.

With thanks to Dave Thornhill for providing footage and for going back into the archives of World Steam to research the Ödemis mixed and the Alasehir – Usak – Afyon freight workings.
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