
�

�

5HLP DJLQLQJ�) DLWK�DQG�&KXUFK��
LQ�WKH�·9HUVH�

�
�

$�GLDORJXH�EHWZHHQ�-RVV�: KHGRQ·V�) LUHIO\ ��
DQG�FRQWHP SRUDU\� XQGHUVWDQGLQJV�RI� �
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�

$�GLVVHUWDWLRQ�VXEP LWWHG�WR�&OLII� &ROOHJH�
IRU�WKH�GHJUHH�RI� 0 DVWHU�RI� $UWV�� / HDGHUVKLS�� 5HQHZDO�DQG�0 LVVLRQ��

DZDUGHG�E\� WKH�8QLYHUVLW\� RI� 0 DQFKHVWHU�LQ�WKH�) DFXOW\� RI� +XP DQLWLHV�
 
 

� � �� �
�
�

- XOLH�,�&RDWHV�
�
�

&OLII�&ROOHJH�
&DOYHU�

+RSH�9DOOH\ �
' HUE\ VKLUH�
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&RQWHQWV�
� 3DJH�
,QWURGXFWLRQ� � �
�

&KDSWHU� �� 6WDJHFRDFK�LQ�VSDFH� �� �
�

7KH�FRQWH[W� ���
7KH�FDVW� ����
7KH�IDQV� ����
7KH�P HOWLQJ�SRW� ��� �

�

&KDSWHU�� �� <RX·UH�ZHOFRP H�RQ�P \� ERDW�� * RG�DLQ·W� �� ���
�

%HWUD\DO�� ����
$QDO\VLQJ�0 DO·V�ORVV�RI�IDLWK� ����
$OWHUQDWLYH�H[SHULHQFHV� ����
)LQGLQJ�VRP HWKLQJ�WR�EHOLHYH�LQ� �� ��

�

&KDSWHU�� �� -XVW�NHHS�RQ�ZDONLQJ�SUHDFKHU�P DQ� �� ���
�

2SHQLQJ�WKH�%RRN� ����
$�PLVVLRQDU\� VKHSKHUG�ZLWKRXW�D�IORFN� ���
$�OLYLQJ�%LEOH� ���
$�ZDONLQJ�VDFUDP HQW� ���
2QO\�VD\�WKH�ZRUG� ���

�

&KDSWHU�� �� ' R�\ RX�P LQG�LI� ,�VD\� JUDFH"� �� �
�

5HYHUVLQJ�WKH�KHUPHQHXWLFDO�IORZ� ���
)URP�WKH�OLJKW�RI�FHUWDLQW\�LQWR�WKH�GDUN�QLJKW�RI�WKH�VRXO� ���
/LIH�RQ�6HUHQLW\�WKURXJK�WKH�H\ HV�RI� D�JDUGHQHU� ���
' LJJLQJ�GHHSHU� ���

�

&KDSWHU�� �� 5HLP DJLQLQJ�WKH�FKXUFK� �� �
�

5HLP DJLQLQJ�WKH�FKXUFK�²�ZK\�DQG�KRZ"� ���
,P DJLQH�WKLV�«� ���
/ RRN�DQG�OLVWHQ� ���
$�VWRU\�WR�WHOO� ���
%UHDNLQJ�WKH�P RXOG� ���
,P DJLQH�WKLV�«�� DJDLQ�� ���

�

&KDSWHU�� �� 3HUVRQDO�UHIOHFWLRQV� �� �
�

&RQFOXVLRQ� �� �
�

6WDUWLQJ�DOO�RYHU�DJDLQ�« � ���
�

%LEOLRJUDSK\ �� �� �
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$EVWUDFW�
�

�
8WLOL]LQJ�D�UHYLVHG�FRUUHODWLRQDO�DSSURDFK�WR�WKHRORJLFDO�UHIOHFWLRQ��WKLV�

GLVVHUWDWLRQ�LV�D�GLDORJXH�EHWZHHQ�WKH�ILFWLRQDO�FKDUDFWHUV�DQG�VFHQDULRV�

SUHVHQWHG�LQ�- RVV�: KHGRQ·V�VFLHQFH�ILFWLRQ�ZHVWHUQ�VHULHV�)LUHIO\�DQG�

FRQWHPSRUDU\�XQGHUVWDQGLQJV�RI�EHOLHI��PLQLVWU\� DQG�PLVVLRQ��7KH�DLP�LV�WR�

REVHUYH�WKH�ZD\V�LQ�ZKLFK�D�IRUP�RI� SRSXODU�FXOWXUH�FKDOOHQJHV�DQG�WUDQVIRUPV�

PLVVLRORJLFDO�WKLQNLQJ�DQG�YLFH�YHUVD� �

�

$IWHU�GHVFULELQJ�WKH�FRQWH[ W�RI� )LUHIO\�� WKLV�SDSHU�IRFXVHV�RQ�WZR�NH\�

DUHDV��) LUVWO\��D�GLVFRXUVH�DERXW�WKH�P HDQLQJ�RI�I DLWK��ZK LFK�LV�DSSURDFKHG�

SULPDULO\�WKURXJK�WKH�H[ SHULHQFHV�RI�&DSWDLQ�0 DOFROP�5H\QROGV�� 6HFRQGO\ �� D�

FRQVLGHUDWLRQ�RI�WKH�PLVVLRQDO�UROH�RI�WKH�VKRZ·V�&KULVWLDQ�SULHVW��6KHSKHUG�

%RRN��7KHVH�WZR�WRSLFV�DUH�DGGUHVVHG�WKURXJK�ERWK�D�FRQYHQWLRQDO�GLVFXVVLRQ�

DQG�D�QDUUDWLYH�H[HUFLVH���

�

7KH�FRQFOXVLRQV�GUDZQ�IURP�WKLV�VWXG\� DUH�DSSOLHG�WR�WKH�WDVN�RI�

UHLPDJLQLQJ�WKH�FKXUFK�LQ�������6 XJJHVWHG�LPDJHV��Z KLFK�DULVH�GLUHFWO\�IURP�WKH�

GLDORJXH��LQFOXGH�¶DQ�H[SUHVVLRQ�RI�UHVRXUFHIXOQHVV�DQG�FUHDWLYLW\·��¶D�JURXS�RI�

LQWHUGHSHQGHQW�IHOORZ� WUDYHOOHUV·��¶D�FRPP XQLW\�WKDW�SDUWLFLSDWHV�LQ�* RG·V�

�FRXQWHU�FXOWXUDO��VWRU\ ·�� DQG�¶DQ�HP SDWKHWLF�FRP SDQLRQ·� �

�

7KLV�GLVVHUWDWLRQ�FRQFOXGHV�ZLWK�P\� RZQ�SHUVRQDO�UHIOHFWLRQV�RQ�WKH�

SURFHVV�XQGHUWDNHQ�DQG�VXJJHVWLRQV�IRU�IXUWKHU�UHVHDUFK�
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' HFODUDWLRQ�

�
�
,�GHFODUH�WKDW�QR�SRUWLRQ�RI� WKH�ZRUN�UHIHUUHG�WR�LQ�WKLV�GLVVHUWDWLRQ�
KDV�EHHQ�VXEP LWWHG�LQ�VXSSRUW�RI �DQ�DSSOLFDWLRQ�IRU�DQRWKHU�GHJUHH�
RU�TXDOLILFDWLRQ�RI� WKLV�RU�DQ\� RWKHU�XQLYHUVLW\� RU�RWKHU�LQVWLWXWH�RI�
OHDUQLQJ� �
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7KHUH�LV�D�ZKROH�VSHFWUXP� RI� &KULVWLDQ�YLHZSRLQWV�DERXW�WKH�ILOP�

LQGXVWU\��6 RP H�YLHZ�LW�DV�DQ�HYLO�WKDW�QHHGV�FKDOOHQJLQJ��Z KLOH�RWKHUV�

WHVWLI\�WR�WKH�ZD\V�LQ�ZKLFK�SDUWLFXODU�PRYLHV�KDYH�LQLWLDWHG�D�VSLULWXDO�

VHDUFK�� �RU�EHHQ�D�FKDQQHO�WKURXJK�ZKLFK�* RG�ZDV�HQFRXQWHUHG� � �7KH�ILUVW�

YLHZSRLQW�UDLVHV�TXHVWLRQV�DERXW�WKH�FRVW�DQG�WKH�FRQWHQW�RI�ILOPV�DQG�WKH�

FXOW�RI�FHOHEULW\�WKDW�KDV�JURZQ�XS�DURXQG�WKHP ��7 KHVH�LVVXHV�VKRXOG�QRW�

EH�RYHUORRNHG��EXW�WKH�HPSKDVLV�RI�WKLV�GLVVHUWDWLRQ�LV�RQ�WKH�VHFRQG�

SHUVSHFWLYH��Z KLFK�KDV�JHQHUDWHG�D�P DVV�RI� ERRNV�DQG�ZHEVLWHV�WKDW�

HQFRXUDJH�&KULVWLDQV�WR�XVH�ILOP�DV�D�WRRO�IRU�PLVVLRQ�� ��

�

,Q�RQH�VXFK�UHVRXUFH�� &DUROLQH�3XQWLV�RXWOLQHV�D�ZD\� RI�UHIOHFWLQJ�

XSRQ�D�P RYLH�E\�LGHQWLI\LQJ�DQG�DQDO\VLQJ�WKH�ZRUOGYLHZ� H[SUHVVHG�ZLWKLQ�

LW�LQ�RUGHU�WR�DIILUP�¶WUXWK·��LGHQWLI\�¶HUURU·�DQG�IRUPXODWH�D�UHVSRQVH�� �

7KLV�LV�DQ�H[ DPSOH�RI� DQ�¶DSSOLFDWLRQLVW�DSSURDFK·� WR�WKHRORJLFDO�

UHIOHFWLRQ��ZKLFK�LV�GHVFULEHG�E\�*RUGRQ�/\ QFK�DV�OLVWHQLQJ�¶WR�WKH�

´YRLFHµ�RI� SRSXODU�FXOWXUH�VLPSO\� ZLWK�WKH�LQWHQWLRQ�RI� HYDOXDWLQJ�WKH�

H[WHQW�WR�ZKLFK�LW�ILWV�>D�SUHIRUPHG�WKHRORJLFDO@�DJHQGD·� � �

�

                                                           
1 Detweiler, C, Into the Dark (Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Academic, 2008), pp.13-17. 
2 Johnston, RK, Reel Spirituali ty (Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Academic, 2000), p.17. 
3 For example Maher, I, Reel Issues (Swindon: Bible Society, 1998) and 
http://www.damaris.org/content/index.php?type=6&category=2 accessed 28 January 2009. 
4 Puntis, C, ‘Appendix 1’ in Pollard, N & Couch, S, Get more like Jesus while watching TV (Milton Keynes: 
Authentic Media, 2005), p.99. 
5 Lynch, G, Understanding Theology and Popular Culture (Oxford: Blackwell, 2005), p.104. 
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,Q�SUHIHUHQFH�WR�WKLV�/\ QFK�DGYRFDWHV�D�P RUH�FRQYHUVDWLRQDO�PHWKRGRORJ\�

LQ�WKH�IRUP�RI� D�¶UHYLVHG�FRUUHODWLRQDO�DSSURDFK·��Z KLFK�HQDEOHV�DQ�RSHQ�

GLDORJXH�WR�WDNH�SODFH�EHWZHHQ�SRSXODU�FXOWXUH�DQG�WKH�UHOLJLRXV�WUDGLWLRQ�

WKURXJK�ZKLFK�ERWK�FDQ�EH�¶XVHIXOO\�FKDOOHQJHG�DQG�WUDQVIRUP HG·� � �7KLV�LV�D�EROG�

VWDWHPHQW��DQG�RQH�WKDW�VKDSHV�WKH�K\ SRWKHVLV�DW�WKH�KHDUW�RI� WKLV�GLVVHUWDWLRQ��

QDPHO\ �� WKDW�DQ�LPDJLQDWLYH�HQJDJHPHQW�EHWZHHQ�WKH�LVVXHV�DQG�TXHVWLRQV�

UDLVHG�E\�WKH�WHOHYLVLRQ�VHULHV�)LUHIO\��� �DQG�P\� RZQ�&KULVWLDQ�IDLWK��DV�LW�LV�

LQIRUP HG�E\�P\�VWXG\� RI�PLVVLRORJ\��ZLOO�UHYHDO�XVHIXO�REVHUYDWLRQV��6RPH�RI�WKH�

LQVLJKWV�HQFRXQWHUHG�ZLOO�FKDOOHQJH�WKH�ZRUOGYLHZ� SUHVHQWHG�LQ�WKH�VKRZ �� RWKHUV�

ZLOO�WUDQVIRUP�WKH�QDWXUH�RI� P\�ID LWK�DQG�P\� XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�RI� ZKDW�LW�PHDQV�WR�

EH�SDUW�RI� WKH�FKXUFK�LQ�WKH�WZHQW\�ILUVW�FHQWXU\ � �

�

7KH�GHFLVLRQ�WR�VWXG\�WKH�VKRZ� )LUHIO\�Z DV�LQVSLUHG�E\� D�YDULHW\� RI�

UHDVRQV��RQH�EHLQJ�WKDW�,�HQMR\ HG�ZDWFKLQJ��DQG�UH�ZDWFKLQJ�� LW��7KHUH�DUH�

IRXUWHHQ�HSLVRGHV�� RQH�ILOP���6HUHQLW\ � � �WKUHH�FRPSDQLRQ�KDQGERRNV�
� �DQG�WZR�

FRPLF�ERRNV��� �ZKLFK�LV�D�P DQDJHDEOH�DP RXQW�RI� SULPDU\�VRXUFH�P DWHULDO�ZLWK�

ZKLFK�WR�EHFRP H�FRQYHUVDQW�� �,W�LV�KHOSIXO�WKDW�D�ORW�RI� DFDGHPLF�UHVHDUFK�KDV�

DOUHDG\� EHHQ�FDUULHG�RXW�RQ�LWV�GLUHFWRU��-RVV�: KHGRQ�� DQG�RQ�WKH�RWKHU�VKRZV�

WKDW�KH�FUHDWHG��%XI I\ �DQG�$QJHO�� �� �7KLV�P HDQV�WKDW�LW�LV�SRVVLEOH�WR�LQFRUSRUDWH�

                                                           
6 Lynch, Understanding Theology, p.105. 
7 Whedon, J (director), Firefly (Beverly Hill s, CA: 20th Century Fox, 2004). 
8 Whedon, J (director), Serenity (Orlando, FL: Universal Studios, 2005). 
9 Whedon, J, Serenity: The Official Visual Companion (London: Titan Books, 2005), Whedon, J, Firefly: 
The Official Companion Volume 1 (London: Titan Books, 2006) and Whedon, J, Firefly: The Official 
Companion Volume 2 (London: Titan Books, 2007). 
10 Whedon, J, Matthews, B & Conrad, W, Serenity: Those Left Behind (Milwaukie, OR: Dark Horse Books, 
2006) and Whedon, J, Matthews, B & Conrad, W, Serenity: Better Days (Milwaukie, OR: Dark Horse 
Books, 2008). 
11 For example Davidson, J (editor), The Psychology of Joss Whedon (Dallas, TX: Benbella Books, 2007). 
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DQ�¶DXWKRU�EDVHG�DSSURDFK· �
�� �LQWR�WKH�DQDO\ VLV���,Q�DGGLWLRQ�� )LUHIO\�DWWUDFWHG�D�

ZLGH�DQG�DFWLYH�IDQ�EDVH�²�D�VWXG\� RI�WKLV�SKHQRPHQRQ�DGGV�DQRWKHU�DVSHFW�RI�

SRSXODU�FXOWXUH�LQWR�WKH�FRQYHUVDWLRQ��

�

�)URP� D�PLVVLRORJLFDO�SHUVSHFWLYH�WKH�VHULHV�WHOOV�D�SRLJQDQW�VWRU\� DV�LW�

VWDUWV�ZLWK�WKH�GUDP DWLF�DFFRXQW�RI� RQH�PDQ·V�ORVV�RI�IDLWK�LQ�* RG�DQG�GHDOV�ZLWK�

KRZ�KH�JRHV�RQ�WR�OLYH�LQ�WKH�OLJKW��RU�GDUNQHVV�� RI�WKDW�H[SHULHQFH��$ QRWKHU�

SRLQW�RI�UHIHUHQFH�LV�WKDW�RQH�RI� WKH�P DLQ�FKDUDFWHUV�LV�D�&KULVWLDQ�SULHVW�²�LW�LV�

LQWHUHVWLQJ�WR�REVHUYH�WKH�ZD\� LQ�ZKLFK�KLV�UROH�LV�SRUWUD\ HG�DQG�SHUFHLYHG�

ZLWKLQ�WKLV�VHWWLQJ��)LQDOO\��DV�D�VFLHQFH�ILFWLRQ�VHULHV��)LUHIO\�FUHDWHG�QHZ�

ZRUOGV�WKDW�HQDEOH�YLHZHUV�WR�WDNH�D�IUHVK�ORRN�DW�WKHLU�RZQ��7KLV�¶IUHVKQHVV·�

DGGV�DQ�LPSRUWDQW�GLPHQVLRQ�WR�WKH�GLDORJXH�XQGHUWDNHQ���

�

� ) ROORZLQJ�WKH�PHWKRG�VXJJHVWHG�E\�/\ QFK��ZKR�GUDZV�RQ�WKH�ZRUN�RI� ' DQ�

%URZQLQJ��WKH�ILUVW�FKDSWHU�RI� WKLV�GLVVHUWDWLRQ�WDNHV�D�GHVFULSWLYH�IRUP�

LQWURGXFLQJ�WKH�FKDUDFWHUV��SORW�DQG�WKH�¶KRUL] RQ·� RI�WKH�VKRZ� ¶ZLWKRXW�EULQJLQJ�

DQ\� UHOLJLRXV�RU�HWKLFDO�MXGJHP HQWV�WR�EHDU�RQ�LW·� �� �

�

� &KDSWHU�WZR�LQWURGXFHV�VRP H�NH\�LVVXHV�DERXW�WKH�QDWXUH�RI�I DLWK�DQG�

XQEHOLHI�WKDW�DUH�UDLVHG�E\� WKH�H[ SHULHQFH�RI� &DSWDLQ�0 DO�5H\QROGV�� &KDSWHU�

WKUHH�LQYHVWLJDWHV�ZKHWKHU�WKH�&KULVWLDQ�SULHVW��6KHSKHUG�%RRN��FRXOG�EH��

                                                           
12 ‘…exploring how a particular piece of popular culture … reflects the background, status, personali ty, and 
intentions of its particular author or authors.’ Lynch, Understanding Theology, p.112. 
13 Lynch, Understanding Theology, p.106. 



�- 9 -  

GHVFULEHG�DV�D�PLVVLRQDO�FKDUDFWHU�DQG�TXHVWLRQV�KRZ� KH�ZRXOG�LQVSLUH��

FKDOOHQJH�RU�GLVDSSRLQW�WKH�FRQWHP SRUDU\� HPHUJLQJ�FKXUFK���

�

7KH�IRXUWK�FKDSWHU�VXJJHVWV�VHYHUDO�ELEOLFDO�SDVVDJHV�WKDW�FRXOG�EH�

MX[WDSRVHG�ZLWK�LPDJHV�IURP� )LUHIO\�LQ�RUGHU�WR�H[SORUH�WKH�PHDQLQJV�WKDW�DULVH�

ZKHQ�WKH�VKRZ�LV�LOOXPLQDWHG�E\� ELEOLFDO�WH[WV�RU�DOWHUQDWLYHO\�ZKHQ�WKH�%LEOH�LV�

LQWHUSUHWHG�WKURXJK�WKH�OHQV�RI�WKH�SURJUDPP H��� �7KLV�FKDSWHU�DOVR�FRQWDLQV�WZR�

RI�P\� RZQ�VWRULHV�� RU�IDQILFV��� �DERXW�WKH�)LUHIO\�FKDUDFWHUV��7KLV�IRUP� RI�

VWRU\WHOOLQJ�LV�� LQ�OLQH�ZLWK�WKH�K\ SRWKHVLV��DQ�H[ DP SOH�RI�DQ�LPDJLQDWLYH�ZD\�RI�

HQJDJLQJ�ZLWK�WKH�FRQFHSWV�RI�IDLWK�DQG�FKXUFK��7KH�FRQWHQW�RI�WKH�IDQILFV�� DQG�

WKH�SURFHVV�RI�Z ULWLQJ�WKHP�� LV�FULWLTXHG�LQ�FKDSWHUV�IRXU�DQG�VL[��

� �

&KDSWHU�ILYH�GUDZV�VRPH�FRQFOXVLRQV�IURP� WKH�SUHFHGLQJ�FKDSWHUV�LQ�RUGHU�

WR�DVFHUWDLQ�ZD\V�RI�UHLPDJLQLQJ�WKH�FKXUFK�LQ��� � ���Z KLOVW�FKDSWHU�VL[�F RQWDLQV�

P\� RZQ�SHUVRQDO�UHIOHFWLRQV�RQ�WKH�ZKROH�H[HUFLVH�DQG�WKH�VWUHQJWKV�DQG�

ZHDNQHVVHV�RI� WKH�K\ SRWKHVLV���

�

� ,Q�RUGHU�WR�VROLFLW�IHHGEDFN�RQ�WKH�FRQFHSWV�H[SORUHG�LQ�WKLV�GLVVHUWDWLRQ��,�

SXEOLVKHG�P\� IDQILFV�RQOLQH��LQLWLDWHG�D�GLVFXVVLRQ�IRUXP�RQ�) DFHERRN�DQG�VHW�XS�

D�EORJ� �� ��

                                                           
14 The latter method is utilized throughout Kreitzer, LJ, Gospel Images in Fiction and Film (London: 
Sheff ield Academic Press, 2002). 
15 ‘Fanfic’ or ‘Fan Fiction’ is a story written by a fan of a show, http://www.bbc.co.uk/dna/h2g2/A632062 
accessed 28 January 2009.  
16 http://www.fanfiction.net/s/4868548/1/ http://www.fanfiction.net/s/4868557/1/ 
http://www.facebook.com/home.php?#/topic.php?uid=15025880513&topic=6454&ref=mf  
http://serenity-firefly.blogspot.com/ accessed 28 February 2009. 
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7KH�FRQWH[ W�
�

�
' HYLVHG�E\�- RVV�:K HGRQ�� )LUHIO\�LV�VHW�����\ HDUV�LQ�WKH�IXWXUH�ZKHQ�WKH�

HDUWK�KDV�EHFRP H�XQLQKDELWDEOH�DQG�KXP DQ�OLIH�FRQWLQXHV�RQ�RWKHU�SODQHWV�WKDW�

KDYH�EHHQ�WHUUDIRUPHG��� �7KLV�ZRXOG�DSSHDU�WR�UHSUHVHQW�ERWK�RXU�IHDUV�IRU�WKH�

HIIHFWV�RI�FOLPDWH�FKDQJH�DQG�RXU�KRSHV�IRU�WKH�FRQWLQXDWLRQ�RI�KXP DQ�OLIH���

�

7KH�VKRZ�LV�D�K\EULG�RI�VFLHQFH�ILFWLRQ��ZHVWHUQ�� QRLU�DQG�KRUURU�JHQUHV�

ZLWK�ZKDW�: KHGRQ�GHVFULEHV�DV�¶+RQJ�. RQJ�VHQVLELOLWLHV·�� WKDW�LV��LW�KDV�DQ�

XQSUHGLFWDEOH�VWUXFWXUH� �� �,W�VXEYHUWV�WKH�WUDGLWLRQDO�H[SHFWDWLRQV�RI�VFLHQFH�

ILFWLRQ�E\�QRW�IHDWXULQJ�DOLHQ�OLIH�IRUPV�²�WKH�RQO\�PRQVWHUV��5HDYHUV��DUH�WKRVH�

FUHDWHG�E\� KXPDQ�EHLQJV���

�

7KH�GLIIHUHQW�SODFHV�WKDW�DUH�YLVLWHG��LQ�ZKDW�LV�NQRZQ�DV�WKH�·9HUVH��

UHVHPEOH�D�YDULHW\� RI�VHWWLQJV�LQFOXGLQJ�WKH�$PHULFDQ�: LOG�:HVW�� %ULWLVK�

P HGLHYDO�RU�9LFWRULDQ�FRPPX QLWLHV�� ( DVWHUQ�ED] DDUV�DQG�KLJK�WHFK�IXWXULVWLF�

FLWLHV��: KHGRQ�LPDJLQHV�WKDW��EHIRUH�WKH�HDUWK�ZDV�HYDFXDWHG��$P HULFD�DQG�

&KLQD�KDG�EHFRPH�WKH�JUHDWHVW�ZRUOG�SRZHUV�� $V�D�UHVXOW�PDQ\�DVSHFWV�RI�OLIH�

DUH�D�P L[WXUH�RI�WKH�$P HULFDQ�DQG�$VLDQ�FXOWXUHV��7KLV�LV�PRVW�QRWLFHDEOH�E\�WKH�

IDFW�WKDW�HYHU\ RQH�VSHDNV�IOXHQW�0DQGDULQ��XVXDOO\�UHVHUYHG�LQ�WKH�VKRZ�IRU�

VZHDULQJ���7KHUH�LV�HYLGHQFH�ZLWKLQ�WKH�SURJUDPPH�WKDW�&KULVWLDQ��%XGGKLVW��

,VODPLF�DQG�- HZLVK�IDLWKV�DUH�SUDFWLVHG��� �

                                                           
17 For scientific doubts about whether other planets could become ‘earth-like’ see Gerrold, D, ‘Star Truck’ in 
Espenson, J (editor), Finding Serenity (Dallas, TX: Benbella Books, 2004), pp.187-188. 
18 Whedon, Serenity Companion, p.25. 
19 See Koontz, KD, Faith and Choice in the Works of Joss Whedon (Jersey, NC: McFarland, 2008), p.120. 
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7KH�VHULHV��Z KLFK�KDV�EHHQ�GHVFULEHG�DV�¶6WDJHFRDFK�LQ�6SDFH·� �� �UHFRUGV�

WKH�H[ SHULHQFHV�RI�WKH�QLQH�FKDUDFWHUV�ZKR�OLYH�RQ�D�ILUHIO\�PRGHO�RI� D�VSDFHVKLS�

FDOOHG�6HUHQLW\ � �� �7KH�FDVW�DUH�SLFWXUHG�EHORZ��IURP�WKH�OHIW��- D\ QH��P HP EHU�RI�

WKH�FUHZ���. D\OHH��P HFKDQLF���6KHSKHUG�%RRN��SULHVW���6LPRQ��GRFWRU��� ,QDUD�

�FRPSDQLRQ���0 DO��FDSWDLQ� ��=RH�� ILUVW�P DWH� �� :DVK��SLORW��KXVEDQG�RI�=RH�� DQG�

5LYHU��VLVWHU�RI� 6LPRQ���� �

                                                           
20 A reference to the 1939 western Stagecoach see Bethke, B, ‘Cut 'Em Off at the Horsehead Nebula!’ in 
Espenson, J (ed), Serenity Found (Dallas, TX: Benbella Books, 2007), p.177. 
21 Serenity hereafter refers to the ship and Serenity (in italics) refers to the film. 
22 Picture taken from http://crazyabouttv.com/Images/firefly.jpg accessed 15 March 2009. 
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� ,QVSLUHG�E\�WKH�QRYHO�7KH�. LOOHU�$QJHOV� �� �ZKLFK�GHDOV�ZLWK�WKH�

H[SHULHQFHV�DQG�HP RWLRQV�RI� WKRVH�ZKR�IRXJKW�LQ�WKH�$P HULFDQ�&LYLO�:DU��

: KHGRQ�VHW�)LUHIO\�VL[�\HDUV�DIWHU�WKH�HQG�RI�D�ZDU�EHWZHHQ�WKH�$OOLDQFH�DQG�

WKH�,QGHSHQGHQWV�RYHU�ZKHWKHU�DOO�RI�WKH�LQKDELWHG�ZRUOGV�VKRXOG�EH�XQGHU�

VLQJOH�UXOH�� 7KH�$OOLDQFH�ZRQ�� 0 DOFROP�5H\ QROGV��NQRZQ�DV�0 DO��IRXJKW�IRU�WKH�

,QGHSHQGHQWV�DQG�FRQWLQXHV�WR�KDUERXU�VXVSLFLRQ�DQG�DQJHU�WRZDUGV�WKH�$OOLDQFH�

DQG�WRZDUGV�*RG�� E\�Z KRP�KH�IHOW�DEDQGRQHG�GXULQJ�WKH�GHFLVLYH�EDWWOH�� $IWHU�

WKH�ZDU�KH�ERXJKW�KLV�RZQ�VSDFHVKLS�� QDP HG�LW�6HUHQLW\��UHFUXLWHG�D�FUHZ�� DQG�

WRRN�RQ�DQ\� MRE��LQFOXGLQJ�VP XJJOLQJ�DQG�LOOHJDO�VDOYDJH�RSHUDWLRQV�� WKDW�ZRXOG�

HQDEOH�KLP�WR�NHHS�IO\LQJ��6HUHQLW\�LV�D�WLQ\�YHVVHO�LQ�WKH�YDVW�KXJHQHVV�DQG�

VLOHQFH�RI�VSDFH�WKDW�LV�NQRZQ�DV�¶WKH�EODFN·��

�

7KH�FDVW�

� 0 DO�LV�D�YHU\� VWURQJ�� DQG�RIWHQ�UXGH��LQGLYLGXDO�ZKR�GRHV�QRW�OLNH�WR�EH�

TXHVWLRQHG��+H�LV�ILHUFHO\� SURWHFWLYH�RI� KLV�FUHZ� DQG�KDV�D�FRGH�RI�KRQRXU�WR�

ZKLFK�KH�DGKHUHV��PRVW�RI�WKH�WLPH� �� +RZHYHU��KLV�OLIHVW\OH�JLYHV�ULVH�WR�

FRPSOH[�PRUDO�LVVXHV�RQ�ZKLFK�KH�KDV�WR�P DNH�VSOLW�VHFRQG�GHFLVLRQV��6WHSKDQLH�

' H/ XVp�KLJKOLJKWV�VRP HWKLQJ�RI�WKH�HQLJPD�WKDW�0 DO·V�FKDUDFWHU�UHSUHVHQWV��

,·G�UHIOHFW�RQ�KRZ� 0 DO·V�EHKDYLRXU�RIWHQ�GHP RQVWUDWHG�SUR�VRFLDO��
DOWUXLVWLF�� DQG�HWKLFDO�WHQGHQFLHV�DQG�WKHQ�KRZ� LW�ZRXOG�QRW��� �� , Q�
RQH�VFHQH� KH�ZRXOG�UHWXUQ�P XFK�QHHGHG�P HGLFLQHV�WR� WKH�ORFDOV�
KH·G�VWROHQ� LW�IURP�� DQG�LQ�WKH� QH[W� NLFN�D�P DQ�LQWR�6HUHQLW\ ·V�
HQJLQH�� 0 DO�DQG�KLV�FUHZ�RIIHUHG�P DQ\� RSSRUWXQLWLHV�WR�UHIOHFW�RQ�
VKLIWLQJ� P HDQLQJV� RI�HWKLFV��VHOILVKQHVV�� DQG� FRP SDVVLRQ�� ' HVSLWH�
GRLQJ� EDG�WKLQJV�«� 0 DO�UHWDLQHG�� LW�VHHPHG�� D�P RUDO�FRPSDVV�RI�
ZKLFK�PDQ\�Z RXOG�DSSURYH� �� �

                                                           
23 Shaara, M, The Killer Angels (Edinburgh: Canongate Books, Revised 1997). Whedon describes how the 
idea for Firefly evolved in Whedon, Serenity Companion, p.8. 
24 DeLusé, SR, ‘More Than Entertainment’ in Davidson, Psychology of Whedon, p.164. 
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� =RH�IRXJKW�ZLWK�0DO�GXULQJ�WKH�ZDU��$�ZHOO�WUDLQHG�VROGLHU��VKH�VHHP V�

DEOH�WR�FDOPO\�KDQGOH�DQ\�VLWXDWLRQ�WKDW�DULVHV�� 6KH�VKDUHV�D�ORYLQJ�DQG�QDWXUDO�

UHODWLRQVKLS�ZLWK�KHU�KXVEDQG��: DVK��$W�WKH�VDP H�WLPH�VKH�LV�OR\ DO�WR�WKH�

FDSWDLQ�� DV�%UXFH�%HWKNH�SXWV�LW�¶VKH
V�JRW�WKH�ZKROH�FDOOV�KLP�´ VLUµ�HYHQ�ZKHQ�

VKH�GRHVQ
W�VD\�LW�RXW�ORXG�WKLQJ�JRLQJ·� �� �WKLV�FDXVHV�RFFDVLRQDO�WHQVLRQ�ZLWKLQ�

KHU�PDUULDJH��)URP� GLIIHULQJ�IHPLQLVW�YLHZSRLQWV�=RH·V�VWUHQJWK�LV�DSSODXGHG�
�� �

DQG�KHU�VXEPLVVLRQ�WR�0 DO·V�DXWKRULW\�LV�GHFULHG� �� �

�

� : DVK·V�FRPLF�SHUVRQDOLW\�F RPSOHPHQWV�WKDW�RI� KLV�ZLIH��

: DVK� LV� FRPI RUWDEOH�� GHGLFDWHG�� VOLJKWO\� JRRI\�� KLV�VHQVH� RI�
KXPRXU�� KLV�VHQVH�RI� KXPDQLW\� DQG�KLV�ER\LVK�SOD\IXOQHVV�DUH�WKLQJV�
WKDW�=RH�ODFNV�«� =RH�LV�D�NLOOHU��D�VROGLHU�� D�GHDG�VKRW�� %XW�VKH·V�
VWURQJ�DQG�VKH�GRHVQ·W�ZDYHU��DQG�WKHVH�DUH�WKLQJV�WKDW�:DVK�ODFNV�
LQ�D�ZRUOG�ZKHUH�WKH\· UH�QHFHVVDU\��� �
�

,Q�WKH�(SLVRGH�+HDUW�RI�*ROG���� �WKH�DXGLHQFH�LV�DOORZHG�WR�HDYHVGURS�RQ�WKHLU�

FRQYHUVDWLRQ�DERXW�ZKHWKHU�RU�QRW�WR�EULQJ�D�EDE\�LQWR�WKH�RIWHQ�GDQJHURXV�OLIH�

WKDW�WKH\�VKDUH�WRJHWKHU�� $OWKRXJK�WKLV�ZDV�D�ILFWLWLRXV�GLDORJXH�� KHOG�OLJKW�\ HDUV�

IURP� KHUH��LW�KDG�D�YHU\�UHDO�� GRZQ�WR�HDUWK�DQG�RUGLQDU\�IHHO�DERXW�LW��

�

� 7KH�VDPH�VRUW�RI� RUGLQDULQHVV�LV�VHHQ�LQ�. D\OHH·V�FKDUDFWHU�²�VKH�LV�

SRUWUD\ HG�DV�WKH�VRUW�RI� SHUVRQ�ZH�FRPH�LQWR�FRQWDFW�ZLWK�HYHU\� GD\�²� WKRVH�ZKR�

KDYH�¶WKDW�IUDJLOH�IHDU�WKDW�SHRSOH�>DUH@�ORRNLQJ�GRZQ�RQ�WKHP�� WKDW�WKH\�>DUH�

                                                           
25 Bethke, ‘Cut 'Em Off’ in Espenson, Serenity Found, p.176. 
26 For example by Jessica Neuwirth of ‘Equality Now’ , quoted in Cochran, TR, ‘The Browncoats are 
Coming’ in Wilcox, RV & Cochran, TR (editors), Investigating Firefly and Serenity: Science Fiction on the 
Frontier (London: I.B. Tauris, 2008), p.242. 
27 See http://users.livejournal.com/_allecto_/34718.html accessed 29 January 2009. 
28 West, MS, ‘More Than a Marriage of Convenience’ in Espenson, Finding Serenity, p.100. 
29 Whedon, Firefly, Episode 1.13. 
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QRW@�JRRG�HQRXJK�RU�VP DUW�HQRXJK·� �� �6KH�VHHV�WKH�JRRG�LQ�HYHU\RQH�DQG�LQ�

DOPRVW�HYHU\� VLWXDWLRQ�� DV�VKH�FRPPHQWV�LQ�WKH�ILUVW�HSLVRGH��¶\ RX·YH�JRW�WR�KDYH�

IDLWK�LQ�SHRSOH·� �� �$�P HFKDQLFDO�JHQLXV�� .D\OHH�NQRZV�KRZ� WR�IL[�DQ�HQJLQH�� EXW�

LV�WKH�RQO\�SHUVRQ�RQ�WKH�VKLS�ZKR�LV�XQDEOH�WR�SLFN�XS�DQG�DWWHP SW�WR�XVH�D�JXQ���

�

� - D\ QH�KDV�QR�TXDOPV�DERXW�KDQGOLQJ�D�JXQ��7KH�FKRLFH�RI� D�WUDGLWLRQDOO\�

IHP LQLQH�QDP H�IRU�VXFK�D�WRXJK�P DVFXOLQH�FKDUDFWHU�LV�WKRXJKW�WR�EH�HLWKHU�DQ�

DOOXVLRQ�WR�WKH�VRQJ�$�ER\�QDPHG�6XH�� RU�� WDNLQJ�LQWR�DFFRXQW�WKH�ZD\�LQ�ZKLFK�LW�

LV�VSHOW�� D�UHIHUHQFH�WR�- RKQ�: D\QH� �� �$OWKRXJK�KH�LV�SRUWUD\HG�DV�EHLQJ�QRQ�

WRR�FOHYHU�-D\ QH�DOZD\ V�VHHPV�WR�DVN�SHUWLQHQW�TXHVWLRQV��+ H�KDV�D�YDVW�

FROOHFWLRQ�RI�ZHDSRQV�DQG�LV�WKH�OHDVW�WUXVWHG�SHUVRQ�RQ�ERDUG�6HUHQLW\���

�

,Q�WKH�HSLVRGH�-D\QHVWRZ Q�WKH�FUHZ� YLVLW�&DQWRQ�ZKHUH�� XQEHNQRZQ�WR�

KLP��- D\ QH·V�SUHYLRXV�FULPLQDO�DFWLYLW\�KDV�EHHQ�PLVLQWHUSUHWHG�E\�WKH�ORFDO�

SRSXODWLRQ�DQG�D�KHUR�VDYLRXU�W\ SH�P\WK�KDV�GHYHORSHG�DERXW�KLV�DFWLYLWLHV��

' XULQJ�WKH�HSLVRGH�LW�LV�UHYHDOHG�WKDW�- D\ QH�ZDV�RQO\�GURSSLQJ�VWROHQ�FDUJR�IURP�

KLV�VKLS�LQ�RUGHU�WR�OLJKWHQ�WKH�ORDG�DQG�IDFLOLWDWH�KLV�HVFDSH�� UDWKHU�WKDQ�

VKRZHULQJ�WKH�ZHDOWK�RI�WKH�ULFK�XSRQ�WKH�SRRU��+RZHYHU�� WKH�P\WKLF�VWRU\��DQG�

WKH�VRQJ��DERXW�- D\ QH�LV�VR�IXOO�RI� KRSH�DQG�PHDQLQJ�IRU�WKH�SHRSOH�WKDW�RQH�RI�

WKHP�� HYHQ�ZKHQ�KH�GLVFRYHUV�WKH�WUXWK�� DFWXDOO\�VDFULILFHV�KLPVHOI� WR�VDYH�

- D\ QH·V�OLIH� �� �

�

                                                           
30 Burns, M, ‘Mars needs Women’ in Espenson, Serenity Found, pp.18-19. 
31 Whedon, Firefly, Episode 1.1. 
32 See Bethke, ‘Cut 'Em Off’ in Espenson, Serenity Found, p.176. 
33 Whedon, Firefly, Episode 1.7. 
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� 6RP HRQH�HOVH�ZKR�KDV�VDFULILFHG�HYHU\WKLQJ��KLV�IRUWXQH�� D�VXUJLFDO�FDUHHU�

DQG�RQ�VHYHUDO�RFFDVLRQV�DOPRVW�KLV�OLIH�� LQ�RUGHU�WR�VDYH�DQRWKHU�SHUVRQ�LV�

6LPRQ��6LPRQ�LV�D�GRFWRU�ZKR�KDV�UHVFXHG�KLV�VLVWHU��5LYHU��I URP� DQ�$OOLDQFH�UXQ�

$FDGHP\� ZKHUH�KHU�EUDLQ�ZDV�EHLQJ�VXUJLFDOO\�DOWHUHG�� 6KH�NQRZV�KHUVHOI�WR�EH�

¶EURNHQ·�DQG�QR�ORQJHU�LQ�FRQWURO�RI�KHU�IUDFWXUHG�P LQG�� ZKLFK�P DNHV�KHU�ERWK�

IULJKWHQHG�DQG�IULJKWHQLQJ��6KH�LV�DEOH�WR�UHDG�RWKHU�SHRSOH·V�WKRXJKWV�DQG�FDQ�

UDUHO\�HVFDSH�IURP� D�VHQVH�RI�I HDU�DQG�SDLQ�FDXVHG�E\�F RQVWDQWO\�KHDULQJ�WKH�

FULHV�RI� RWKHUV��6LPRQ�ZLOO�GR�DQ\WKLQJ�WR�¶IL[ ·� KHU�EURNHQQHVV��

�

$JDLQ�LQ�D�VXEYHUVLRQ�RI�WUDGLWLRQDO�VWRU\� VWUXFWXUH�5LYHU�LV�QRW�D�W\SLFDO�

¶GDPVHO�LQ�GLVWUHVV·��UDWKHU�DV�WKH�VHULHV�GHYHORSV�LW�EHFRP HV�HYLGHQW�WKDW�VKH�LV�

DOVR�WKH�¶PRQVWHU·� DQG�WKH�¶DFWLRQ�KHUR·� �� �,Q�WKH�HSLVRGH�� 2EMHFWV�LQ�6SDFH��

. D\OHH�H[ SUHVVHV�GRXEWV�RYHU�ZKHWKHU�5LYHU�LV�VWLOO�¶D�SHUVRQ·��� �7KLV�LV�D�NH\�

WKHRORJLFDO�TXHVWLRQ�UDLVHG�E\�VFLHQFH�ILFWLRQDO�RU�G\VWRSLF�WH[WV��¶$UH�ZH�

LQILQLWHO\� SOLDEOH�� RU�LV�WKHUH�D�SRLQW�DW�ZKLFK�ZH�EUHDN�DQG�FHDVH�EHLQJ��

KXPDQ"· �
�� �6LPRQ�DQG�5LYHU�DUH�PXFK�VRXJKW�DIWHU�IXJLWLYHV�� WKHLU�SUHVHQFH�RQ�

6HUHQLW\� SXWV�WKH�RWKHUV�LQ�JUHDW�GDQJHU��,Q�RQH�ZD\� RU�DQRWKHU�WKH�UHDOLW\� RI�

GHDWK�²�HLWKHU�WKH�WKUHDW�RI�WKHLU�RZQ�RU�WKH�QHHG�WR�OD\� WR�UHVW�WKH�ERGLHV�RI�

RWKHUV�²�LV�IDFHG�E\� WKH�FUHZ� LQ�HYHU\�HSLVRGH�RI�WKH�VHULHV���

� �

,QDUD��D�%XGGKLVW�� DGP LWV�WKDW�ZKHQ�GDQJHU�LV�IDFHG�VKH�SUD\V� �� �6KH�LV�D�

FRPSDQLRQ�ZKR�UHQWV�RQH�RI� WKH�WZR�VKXWWOHV�DWWDFKHG�WR�WKH�VKLS�� 7KH�LQWHULRU�

                                                           
34 Whedon, Serenity Companion, p.33. 
35 Whedon, Firefly, Episode 1.14. 
36 Cobb, K, The Blackwell Guide to Theology and Popular Culture (Oxford: Blackwell, 2005), p.177. 
37 Whedon, Firefly, Episode 1.2. 
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LV�RUQDWHO\�GHFRUDWHG�ZLWK�VRIW�GUDSHV�DQG�LV�UHIHUUHG�WR�E\�,QDUD�DV�¶D�

FRQVHFUDWHG�SODFH�RI� XQLRQ·� �� �,Q�KLV�SUH�SURGXFWLRQ�P HPR�HQWLWOHG�¶$�EULHI�

+LVWRU\�RI� WKH�8QLYHUVH�FLUFD������ $� ' � ·��: KHGRQ�H[SODLQV�KHU�UROH�WKXV��

&HUWDLQ�VRFLDO�PRUHV�KDG�HYROYHG��ZKHWKHU�IRUZDUGV�RU�EDFNZDUGV�
LV�D�P DWWHU� RI�RSLQLRQ�� EH\RQG�RXU�P RGHUQ�FRQFHSWLRQV�� $V�� IRU�
H[ DPSOH�� VH[�� 3URVWLWXWLRQ�DV�ZH�XQGHUVWDQG�LW�KDG�ORQJ�VLQFH�EHHQ�
DEROLVKHG�E\� WKH�OHJDOL] DWLRQ� DQG� VWULFW�IHGHUDO�UHJXODWLRQ� RI� WKH�
VH[�WUDGH�� ¶&RP SDQLRQ·� KRXVHV�ZHUH�VHW�XS�WKURXJKRXW�WKH�FHQWUDO�
SODQHWV��1 R�KRXVH�FRXOG�HYHU�EH�UXQ�E\� D�P DQ��1 R�FRPSDQLRQ�FRXOG�
HYHU�EH�FRHUFHG�LQWR�DFFHSWLQJ�D�FOLHQW�� &RPSDQLRQV�WUDLQHG�LQ�DOO�
WKH�DUWV�>DQG�ZHUH@�H[WUHPHO\�ZHOO�VFKRROHG�� 7KH\�OLYHG�QRW�XQOLNH�
1XQV�� ZRUNHG�QRW�XQOLNH�* HLVKDV�� DQG�RIWHQ�URVH�WR� SROLWLFDO� RU�
VRFLDO�SURPLQHQFH�ZKHQ�WKH\�UHWLUHG� �� �
�

�

$OWKRXJK�KHU�SURIHVVLRQ�LV�OHJDO�DQG�EULQJV�KHU�UHVSHFW��0 DO�IUHTXHQWO\�

TXHVWLRQV�WKH�P RUDOLW\� RI�Z KDW�VKH�GRHV�� DV�LQ�KLV�FRPPH QW�IURP� WKH�HSLVRGH�

6KLQGLJ��

0\� ZRUN·V�LOOHJDO��EXW�LW·V�KRQHVW��:KLOH�WKLV�«� WKH�OLH�RI�LW�«� WKDW�
P DQ�SDUDGLQJ� \RX� RQ� KLV�DUP� DV� LI� KH� DFWXDOO\� ZRQ�\ RX�� DV�LI� KH�
ORYHV�\ RX�� DQG�HYHU\RQH� JRLQJ� DORQJ� ZLWK� LW�� +RZ� FDQ�WKDW� QRW�
ERWKHU�\RX"�

�� �
�

0 DO·V�GLVFRP IRUW�PD\� SDUWO\� EH�GXH�WR�WKH�DWWUDFWLRQ�KH�IHHOV�WRZDUGV�,QDUD��7KH�

IHHOLQJV�DUH�PXWXDO�� WKRXJK�,QDUD�LV�D�P RUH�FRP SOH[�ILJXUH�WKDQ�WKH�

VWHUHRW\SLFDO�¶KRRNHU�ZLWK�WKH�KHDUW�RI�JROG�ZKR�KDV�LW�EDG�IRU�WKH�OHDGLQJ�

P DQ·� �� �0\VWHU\�VXUURXQGV�WKH�UHDVRQ�ZK\� ,QDUD�OHIW�WKH�FRP SDQLRQ�KRXVH�RQ�WKH�

SODQHW�6LKQRQ��ZK HUH�VKH�DW�RQH�WLPH�KDUERXUHG�WKH�DP ELWLRQ�WR�EHFRP H�+RXVH�

3ULHVWHVV��

�

                                                           
38 Whedon, Firefly, Episode 1.7. 
39 Whedon, Serenity Companion, pp.12-13. 
40 Whedon, Firefly, Episode 1.4. 
41 Beadling, LL, ‘The Threat of a Good Wife’ in Wilcox & Cochran, Investigating Firefly, p.62. 
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� $QRWKHU�FKDUDFWHU�ZKR�KDV�OHIW�EHKLQG�RQH�FRPP XQLW\��LQ�WKLV�FDVH��

6RXWKGRZQ�$EEH\��LQ�RUGHU�WR�EHFRPH�D�SDUW�RI� WKH�¶IDPLO\·��� �RQ�ERDUG�6HUHQLW\�

LV�6KHSKHUG�%RRN��+LV�SDVW�LV�VKURXGHG�LQ�P\VWHU\��IRU�LQVWDQFH�KH�ZLOO�QHYHU�

H[SODLQ�ZK\� KH�NQRZV�VR�P XFK�DERXW�ZHDSRQV��FULPLQDOV�RU�WKH�ZRUNLQJV�RI� WKH�

$OOLDQFH�2SHUDWLYHV��7 KLV�UDLVHV�WKH�TXHVWLRQ�� LV�KLV�FDOOLQJ�WR�WKH�SULHVWKRRG�D�

ZD\�RI� KLGLQJ�IURP�KLV�SDVW�RU�RI� WU\LQJ�WR�UHGHHP�LW"�+H�VHUYHV�DV�WKH�YRLFH�RI�

FRQVFLHQFH�RQ�WKH�VKLS�DQG�LV�QRW�DIUDLG�WR�FKDOOHQJH�DQG�DGYLVH�0 DO��

�

7KH�IDQV�

' HVSLWH�WKH�EHVW�HIIRUWV�RI�IDQV�RI� WKH�VKRZ��Z KR�DUH�NQRZQ�DV�

%URZQFRDWV��DIWHU�WKH�XQLIRUP�ZRUQ�E\�WKH�,QGHSHQGHQWV�� WKH�VKRZ�Z DV�FXW�

DIWHU�RQH�VHULHV�
�� �OHDYLQJ�P DQ\� XQILQLVKHG�VWRU\OLQHV�� $OWKRXJK�WKH�VXEVHTXHQW�

P RYLH�EURXJKW�D�P HDVXUH�RI�KHDOLQJ�WR�5LYHU��H[SODLQHG�WKH�EDFNJURXQG�RI� WKH�

5HDYHUV�DQG�JDYH�0DO�VRPHWKLQJ�WR�EHOLHYH�LQ�ZKLFK�VSXUUHG�KLP�WR�WDNH�DFWLRQ�

DQG�VSHDN�RXW�DJDLQVW�WKH�UHP RYDO�RI�I UHH�ZLOO�E\� WKH�$OOLDQFH�LQ�WKHLU�HIIRUWV�WR�

FUHDWH�D�¶ZRUOG�ZLWK�VLQ·��� �LW�GLG�QRW�DQVZHU�DQ\� RI� WKH�TXHVWLRQV�DERXW�%RRN��

: KHGRQ�KDV�SURPLVHG�WR�SURYLGH�WKHVH�LQ�D�FRPLF�ERRN�WKDW�LV�GXH�WR�EH�

SXEOLVKHG�VRRQ� �� �

                                                           
42 ‘The folk of Serenity are not the well-oiled, highly disciplined Star Trek crew … but more of a family … 
and many of the interpersonal relationships are correspondingly intimate.’ Mandala, S, ‘Representing the 
Future’ in Wilcox & Cochran, Investigating Firefly, p.33. 
43 For a critique of some of the factors which led to the cancellation of the show see Buchanan, G, ‘Who 
killed Firefly?’ in Espenson, Finding Serenity, pp.47-53. 
44 Whedon, Serenity, DVD. 
45 http://screenrant.com/sheperd-book-serenity-fans-rejoice-brusimm-3409/ accessed 30 January 2009. 
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' HGLFDWHG�IDQV�RI� )LUHIO\�HQJDJH�LQ�UROH�SOD\�J DPHV��� �SXUFKDVH�RIILFLDO�

P HUFKDQGLVH� �� �UHJLVWHU�ZLWK�RQOLQH�IRUXPV��� �DWWHQG�FRQYHQWLRQV�RU�VKLQGLJV��� �

ZULWH�WKHLU�RZQ�IDQILFV� �� �SURGXFH�IDQ�DUW�
�� �RU�ILONV� �� �,QVSLUHG�E\�:K HGRQ�

KLPVHOI�WKH\� KDYH�DOVR�UDLVHG�D�ORW�RI�P RQH\�IRU�FKDULW\�� KH�XUJHV�%URZQFRDWV�WR���

' R�VRP HWKLQJ��7U\�VRPHWKLQJ�� 6SHDNLQJ�RXW��VKRZLQJ�XS��ZULWLQJ�D�
OHWWHU�� D�FKHTXH�� D�VWURQJO\�ZRUGHG�H�P DLO��3LFN�D�FDXVH�²�WKHUH�DUH�
IHZ� XQZRUWK\� RQHV�� $ QG�QXGJH� \ RXUVHOI�SDVW�WKH� EULQN�RI� WDFLW�
VXSSRUW�WR�DFWLRQ�� 2QFH�D�P RQWK�� RQFH�D�\ HDU�� RU�MXVW�RQFH� �� �
�

�

7KH�P HOWLQJ�SRW�

7KLV�GHVFULSWLRQ�RI� )LUHIO\�UDLVHV�PDQ\�LVVXHV�ZKLFK�SURYLGH�DQ�LQVLJKW�LQWR�

WKH�FRP SOH[�X QGHUVWDQGLQJ�RI�WKH�YDOXHV�DQG�EHOLHIV�KHOG�E\�WKRVH�ZKR�OLYH�ZLWK�

WKH�EULFRODJH�RI�FXOWXUHV�IRXQG�LQ�·9HUVH��1DPHO\��WKH�QDWXUH�RI� KRSH�DQG�IHDU��

DQFLHQW�IXWXUH�OLIHVW\ OHV��MRXUQH\V�DQG�QRP DGLF�H[LVWHQFH��ZDU�� GHIHDW�DQG�

DEDQGRQP HQW�E\�* RG�� WKH�QDWXUH�RI�J RYHUQPHQW�DQG�WKH�SRZHUV�WKDW�EH��

YXOQHUDELOLW\� ZLWKLQ�WKH�YDVWQHVV�RI� VSDFH�� OHDGHUVKLS�VW\OHV��P RUDOLW\� DQG�HWKLFV��

IHP LQLVP��P DUULDJH�DQG�SURFUHDWLRQ��YLROHQFH��WKH�SRZHU�RI�P\ WK��VDFULILFH��

EURNHQQHVV�DQG�VDOYDWLRQ��SV\FKLF�SRZHUV�DQG�WKH�GHILQLWLRQ�RI� EHLQJ�KXP DQ�� WKH�

HYHU�SUHVHQW�UHDOLW\� RI�GHDWK��VH[XDOLW\� DQG�SURVWLWXWLRQ��SUD\ HU��I DPLO\�DQG�

FRPP XQLW\��UHGHPSWLRQ��EHOLHI��I UHH�ZLOO��DQG�WKH�GHVLUH�WR�FUHDWH�D�ZRUOG��

                                                           
46 For example, Chambers, J, Serenity: Role Play Game (Lake Geneva, WI: Margaret Weis Productions, 
2007). 
47 http://www.tfaw.com/Themes/Serenity?gclid=CK7epMy7tpgCFUqS3wod-jPPZA accessed 30 January 
2009. 
48 http://sendingawave.wordpress.com/ accessed 30 January 2009. 
49 http://www.canadianbrowncoats.com/shindigs.html accessed 30 January 2009. 
50 Stories written by fans http://www.fanfiction.net/community/Stories_From_the_Black/44796/ accessed 30 
January 2009. 
51 Artwork created by fans http://firefly-fans.deviantart.com/gallery/# accessed 30 January 2009. 
52 Rewriting the lyrics of a popular song to relate to a particular TV show or character, 
http://fireflyfunsite.kevinsulli vansite.net/songs/index.html accessed 30 January 2009. 
53 Cochran, ‘The Browncoats are Coming’ in Wilcox & Cochran, Investigating Firefly, p.265 note 6. 
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ZLWKRXW�VLQ��, Q�DGGLWLRQ�D�FRQVLGHUDWLRQ�RI�WKH�FXOWXUH�VXUURXQGLQJ�)LUHIO\�

KLJKOLJKWV�WKH�QDWXUH�RI�I DQGRP� DQG�JLYHV�H[DP SOHV�RI�FUHDWLYH�ZD\ V�RI�UHODWLQJ�

WR�WKH�VWRU\�WKDW�LV�WROG���

�

7KH�QH[W�WZR�FKDSWHUV�H[ SORUH�VRPH�RI�WKHVH�LVVXHV�IXUWKHU�WKURXJK�D�

P RUH�GHWDLOHG�H[ DPLQDWLRQ�RI� WKH�H[SHULHQFHV�RI� 0 DO�DQG�%RRN��

�
�
�
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�
�
�
�

&KDSWHU�� �
�
<RX¶UH�Z HOFRP H�RQ�P \� ERDW��

* RG�DLQ¶W�
�
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%HWUD\ DO��

7KLV�FKDSWHU�LQWURGXFHV�VRP H�RI�WKH�ZD\V�LQ�ZKLFK�WKH�QDWXUH�RI�

IDLWK�LV�XQGHUVWRRG�DQG�TXHVWLRQHG�LQ�)LUHIO\��7KH�P DLQ�IRFXV�LV�RQ�DQ�

DQDO\ VLV�RI�0 DO·V�H[ SHULHQFH��ZKLFK�LV�FRPSDUHG�DQG�FRQWUDVWHG�ZLWK�WKDW�

RI� =RH�DQG�6LPRQ���%RRN·V�FRXQVHO�WR�0 DO�DERXW�EHOLHI�LV�DOVR�H[ SORUHG�� �

�

7KH�RSHQLQJ�VFHQHV�RI�)LUHIO\�GHVFULEH�ERWK�WKH�IDLWK�LQ�* RG�WKDW�0 DO�

RQFH�KHOG�DQG�WKH�ZD\�LQ�ZKLFK�LW�ZDV�ORVW�RU�EHWUD\ HG�� $V�D�VHUJHDQW��I LJKWLQJ�

IRU�WKH�,QGHSHQGHQWV�� KH�UHDOO\�EHOLHYHG�WKDW�KH�FRXOG�GR�WKH�LPSRVVLEOH��( YHQ�

LQ�WKH�WUHQFKHV�RI� WKH�EDWWOHILHOG�LQ�6HUHQLW\�9DOOH\��ZL WK�ERGLHV�IDOOLQJ�DURXQG�

KLP��0 DO�FRXOG�QRW�FRQWHPSODWH�GHIHDW�� +H�NQHZ�WKDW�UHLQIRUFHP HQWV�ZHUH�RQ�

WKH�ZD\� DQG�GHFODUHG��¶2XU�DQJHOV�DUH�JRLQJ�WR�VRDU�RYHUKHDG·�� +H�VLOHQWO\�

SUD\ HG�� NLVVHG�WKH�FURVV�DURXQG�KLV�QHFN�DQG�VDLG��¶: H·UH�MXVW�WRR�SUHWW\� IRU�*RG�

WR�OHW�XV�GLH·��0 RPHQWV�ODWHU�=RH�UHOD\HG�WKH�P HVVDJH�WKDW�QR�RQH�ZDV�FRPLQJ�

WR�VDYH�WKHP�� 7KH�VN\�ILOOHG�ZLWK�HQHP\� VKLSV�DQG�0 DO�MXVW�VWDUHG�LQ�GLVEHOLHI� �� ��

� �

� �

� �

� �

� �

�

�

                                                           
54 ACEO depicting the moment of betrayal, drawn by Rachael Harper, used with permission. 
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7KH�VKRZ� WKHQ�FXWV�WR�D�VFHQH�VL[�\HDUV�ODWHU�LQ�ZKLFK�ZH�VHH�D�VSDFHVXLW�

FODG�0DO�� FOLQJLQJ�XSVLGH�GRZQ�WR�D�VSDFHVKLS�� $O\VRQ�%XFNPDQ�H[SODLQV�WKH�

VLJQLILFDQFH�RI� WKLV��¶+LV�ZRUOG�KDV�EHHQ�FRP SOHWHO\�WXUQHG�DURXQG�²�KHQFH�WKH�

YLVXDO�P HWDSKRU�²�DQG�ZH�DUH�SRVLWLRQHG�� ��� WR�LGHQWLI\�ZLWK�KLP ·� �� �,Q�RQH�RI� KLV�

ILUVW�FRQYHUVDWLRQV�ZLWK�%RRN��0DO�OHDYHV�WKH�YLHZHU�LQ�QR�GRXEW�DV�WR�KLV�

FRPSOHWH�FKDQJH�RI� KHDUW�E\�VD\LQJ��¶,I�,
P�\ RXU�PLVVLRQ��6KHSKHUG��EHVW�JLYH�LW�

XS��<RX
UH�ZHOFRP H�RQ�P\� ERDW��* RG�DLQ
W·� �� �

�

 5HYLHZLQJ�WKH�VFHQH�LQ�6HUHQLW\�9 DOOH\��'D OH�. RRQW]� GHVFULEHV�WKH�IUDJLOLW\�

RI� 0 DO·V�¶UDEELW·V�IRRW·�I DLWK�DV�EHLQJ�PRUH�DSSURSULDWH�WR�¶XQVRSKLVWLFDWHG�

FKLOGUHQ�WKDQ�WR�PDWXUH�DGXOWV·�� (YHQ�VR�VKH�FRQFHGHV�WKDW�LW�LV�WKH�VRUW�RI�

EHOLHI� WKDW�EULQJV�FRPI RUW�WR�P DQ\�ZKR�OLYH�E\� WKH�P DQWUD�WKDW�¶VR�ORQJ�DV�,�

REVHUYH�WKH�ULWXDOV�DQG�VD\�WKH�P DJLF�ZRUGV��* RG�ZRQ·W�OHW�DQ\WKLQJ�EDG�KDSSHQ�

WR�PH�DQG�,�FDQ�OLYH�D�SHDFHIXO�OLIH·� �� ��

�

7KLV�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�RI�I DLWK�LV�TXHVWLRQHG�DJDLQ�LQ�P RUH�VXEWOH�ZD\V�GXULQJ�

WKH�HSLVRGH�7KH�0 HVVDJH�DQG�LQ�WKH�PRYLH�6HUHQLW\ ��, Q�WKH�ILUVW�LQVWDQFH�D�

IODVKEDFN�WR�WKH�ZDU�VKRZV�WKDW�D�%XGGKLVW�WHPSOH�ZDV�XVHG�DV�D�FRPEDW�] RQH� �� �

LQ�WKH�VHFRQG�D�5HDYHU�DWWDFN�WDNHV�SODFH�RQ�D�6XQGD\�P RUQLQJ�� WKH�SHRSOH�ZKR�

DUH�LQ�WKH�WUDGLQJ�VWDWLRQ�DUH�DEOH�WR�WDNH�UHIXJH�LQ�WKH�YDXOW�ZKHUHDV�WKRVH�ZKR�

DUH�DW�FKXUFK�DUH�P DVVDFUHG��� �. RRQW]� VHHV�WKHVH�LQFLGHQWV�DV�LOOXVWUDWLRQV�WKDW�

                                                           
55 Buckman, AR, ‘Much Madness is Divinest Sense’ in Wilcox & Cochran, Investigating Firefly, p.42. 
56 Whedon, Firefly, Episode 1.2. 
57 Koontz, Faith and Choice, pp.101-102. 
58 Whedon, Firefly, Episode 1.12. 
59 Whedon, Serenity, DVD. 
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IDLWK�GRHV�QRW�SURYLGH�DQ\� SURWHFWLRQ�IURP�YLROHQFH�DQG�SDLQ� �� �( YHQ�D�SODFH�

ZLWK�WKH�WUDQTXLO�VRXQGLQJ�QDPH�¶6HUHQLW\� 9DOOH\ ·� FDQ�EHFRPH�D�EORRGEDWK��

�

0 RUHRYHU��UDWKHU�WKDQ�P HUHO\� TXHVWLRQLQJ�WKH�QDWXUH�DQG�GHSWK�RI�I DLWK��

: KHGRQ�PD\� EH�JRLQJ�D�VWHS�IXUWKHU��,V�WKH�FUHDWLRQ�RI�D�VFLHQFH�ILFWLRQ�VHULHV�

WKDW�GRHV�QRW�IHDWXUH�DQ\� DOLHQV�LQGLFDWLYH�RI� D�EHOLHI�WKDW�QRWKLQJ�VXSHUQDWXUDO�

��VXFK�DV�*RG���FDQ�H[LVW"�
�� �6LPLODUO\��GRHV�WKH�FRQFHSWLRQ�RI� WKH�·9HUVH��LQ�

ZKLFK�DOO�RI� WKH�SODQHWV�KDYH�EHHQ�WHUUDIRUP HG�E\�KXP DQV��P DNH�D�EHOLHI� LQ�*RG�

WKH�FUHDWRU�XQQHFHVVDU\"�$OWHUQDWLYHO\��GRHV�WKH�ODFN�RI� DOLHQ�UDFHV�EDFN�XS�WKH�

SUHPLVH�WKDW�KXP DQV�DUH�XQLTXHO\�GHVLJQHG�LQ�WKH�LPDJH�RI�*RG"�7KHVH�LVVXHV�

ZLOO�EH�H[SORUHG�IXUWKHU�DV�WKLV�GLVVHUWDWLRQ�XQIROGV��

�

$QDO\ VLQJ�0 DO·V�ORVV�RI� IDLWK�

. HOYLQ�&REE�XWLOL] HV�WKH�ZRUN�RI�5HLQKROG�1LHEXKU�LQ�RUGHU�WR�FDWHJRUL] H�

WKH�ZD\�LQ�ZKLFK�¶EURNHQ�IDLWK·�LV�SRUWUD\ HG�LQ�FRQWHPSRUDU\�ILFWLRQ�� $SSO\LQJ�

KLV�LQVLJKWV�WR�WKLV�VWRU\OLQH��LW�FDQ�EH�GHP RQVWUDWHG�WKDW�0 DO�DSSHDUV�WR�KDYH�

H[SHULHQFHG�ZKDW�1LHEXKU�WHUPHG�¶WKH�JUHDW�GLVLOOXVLRQPHQW·��ZKLFK�XVXDOO\�

OHDGV�WR�¶GHILDQFH·��¶IHDU·� RU�¶HVFDSH·��1 LHEXKU�VDZ� WKH�SDUDGR[� RI�WKLV�DV�EHLQJ�

WKDW�¶HDFK�NLQG�RI� EURNHQQHVV�FRQWDLQV�D�WHVWLPRQ\�«� WR�D�5HDOLW\�WKDW�LV�EHLQJ�

GHILHG�� IHDUHG�DQG�HVFDSHG·� �� �$Q�H[DP SOH�RI� WKLV�FDQ�EHHQ�VHHQ�LQ�0 DO·V�KRVWLOH�

                                                           
60 Koontz, Faith and Choice, pp.99, 199 note 10. 
61 I am not saying that all those who believe in God have to believe in aliens, but that Firefly may have be 
written in such a way as to suggest that nothing supernatural can exist. 
62 Cobb, Blackwell Guide, pp.13-16. 
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FRPP HQWV�WR�%RRN��SDJH�� ���� DV�.RRQW]� REVHUYHV��¶LW�LV�QLJK�LPSRVVLEOH�WR�EH�

WKDW�DQJU\�ZLWK�*RG�ZLWKRXW�EHOLHYLQJ�LQ�+LV�H[LVWHQFH�RQ�VRPH�OHYHO·� �� ��

�

� ,W�DSSHDUV�WKDW�0 DO·V�UHDFWLRQ�IDOOV�LQWR�WKH�FDWHJRULHV�RI�GHILDQFH��DV�

HYLGHQFHG�DERYH�� DQG�HVFDSH��DV�ZLWQHVVHG�LQ�KLV�GHVLUH�WR�KDYH�KLV�RZQ�VKLS�

DQG�HQRXJK�UHVRXUFHV�WR�NHHS�IO\ LQJ�� +RZHYHU��KLV�GHFLVLRQ�WR�QDPH�KLV�VKLS�

DIWHU�WKH�ORFDWLRQ�RI� WKLV�GHFLVLYH�EDWWOH�LQGLFDWHV�WKDW�LW�LV�DQ�H[SHULHQFH�WKDW�

KH�FRQVWDQWO\�F DUULHV�ZLWK�KLP���

�

� ) XUWKHU�LQVLJKWV�LQWR�0 DO·V�ORVV�RI�I DLWK�FDQ�EH�JOHDQHG�IURP�UHVHDUFK�

XQGHUWDNHQ�LQWR�WKH�H[SHULHQFHV�RI�WKRVH�ZKR�KDYH�EHHQ�WKURXJK�D�SURFHVV�RI�

GHFRQYHUVLRQ�� 3KLOLS�5LFKWHU�DQG�/HVOLH�)UDQFLV�IRXQG�WKDW�WZHQW\� QLQH�SHU�FHQW�

RI�WKH�FKXUFK�OHDYHUV�WKH\� TXHVWLRQHG��ZKR�ZHUH�DJHG���� DQG�RYHU��OLVWHG�¶,�ORVW�

P\�I DLWK·�DV�RQH�RI� WKH�NH\�UHDVRQV�EHKLQG�WKHLU�GHFLVLRQ�WR�VWRS�DWWHQGLQJ�

FKXUFK�� 7KH\� XVH�WKHLU�ILQGLQJV�WR�LOOXVWUDWH�WKH�VL[� VWDJHV�RI� GHFRQYHUVLRQ�

LGHQWLILHG�E\�1 RUP DQ�6NRQRYG�� QDPHO\�¶FULVLV�RI�EHOLHI·��¶UHYLHZ� DQG�UHIOHFWLRQ·��

¶GLVDIIHFWLRQ·��¶ZLWKGUDZDO·��¶WUDQVLWLRQ·� DQG�¶UHORFDWLRQ·� �� ��

�

( LWKHU�0DO�H[SHULHQFHG�WKH�ILUVW�IRXU�VWDJHV�VLPXOWDQHRXVO\�LQ�DQ�XQXVXDOO\�

VXGGHQ�GHFRQYHUVLRQ�H[SHULHQFH�� RU�WKH�EHWUD\ DO�LQ�6HUHQLW\�9DOOH\�Z DV�WKH�

¶ILQDO�WULJJHU·� LQ�D�ORQJHU�SURFHVV��( LWKHU�ZD\� LW�SOXQJHG�KLP�LQWR�¶D�SHULRG�RI�

WUDQVLWLRQ·� RU�¶OLPER·�LQ�ZKLFK�KH�QHHGHG�WR�ILQG�¶QHZ�VRXUFHV�RI�P HDQLQJ�DQG�

                                                           
63 Koontz, Faith and Choice, p.101. 
64 Richter, P and Francis, LJ, Gone But Not Forgotten (London: Darton, Longman and Todd, 1998),  
pp.16-26, 37. 
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SXUSRVH·� �� �0 DO�VHHPV�WR�EH�UHIHUULQJ�WR�WKLV�LQGHWHUPLQDWH�VWDWH�ZKHQ�KH�

GHVFULEHV�WKH�ODFN�RI�FRQWURO�KH�KDV�RYHU�KLV�QRPDGLF�OLIHVW\OH��¶,�JRW�QR�UXGGHU��

7KH�ZLQG�EORZV�QRUWKHUO\��,�JR�QRUWK��7KDW·V�ZKR�,�DP·� �� ��

�

 ' HVSLWH�WKLV��0 DO·V�OLIH�GRHV�VHHP�WR�EH�UHJXODWHG�E\� D�SHUVRQDO�FRGH�RI�

KRQRXU��Z KLFK�*UHJRU\�(ULFNVRQ�SRLQWV�RXW�PD\� KDYH�LWV�RULJLQV�LQ�WKH�EHOLHIV�KH�

RQFH�KHOG� �� �'DYLG�0 DJLOO�VXPPDUL] HV�0 DO·V�HWKLFDO�VWDQFH�DV��¶WDNH�FDUH�RI�\ RXU�

FUHZ��SURWHFW�WKH�ZHDN�DQG�KHOS�WKH�QHHG\�� H[HUFLVH�OHWKDO�YLROHQFH�ZLWK�

UHVWUDLQW·� �� �7KLV�LV�QRW�HDV\�ZKHQ��OLWHUDOO\ �� OLYLQJ�LQ�¶VSDFH·�²� SK\ VLFDOO\� DQG�

P RUDOO\�LW�LV�KDUG�WR�MXGJH�ZKHUH�WKH�ERXQGDULHV�DUH�²�ZKLFK�FRXOG�EH�D�

P HWDSKRU�IRU�OLIH�ZLWKLQ�SRVWPRGHUQ�VRFLHW\��,Q�WKH�PRYLH�6HUHQLW\ ��VHW�D�IHZ�

P RQWKV�DIWHU�WKH�VHULHV��WKHUH�LV�HYLGHQFH�WKDW�0 DO·V�SULQFLSOHV�DUH�VOLSSLQJ�DV�KH�

VKRRWV�WKUHH�XQDUPHG�P HQ� �� �

�

$OWHUQDWLYH�H[ SHULHQFHV��

7KURXJKRXW�DOO�RI�WKHVH�HYHQWV�=RH�ZDV�DW�0 DO·V�VLGH��VKRZLQJ�DQ�

XQIOLQFKLQJ�OR\ DOW\� WRZDUGV�KLP��,W�FRXOG�HYHQ�EH�VDLG�WKDW�VKH�KDG�IDLWK�LQ�0 DO��� �

7KH�YLHZHU�LV�QRW�DZDUH�RI� KHU�IHHOLQJV�WRZDUGV�* RG�� EXW�ZKDW�LV�HYLGHQW�LV�WKDW��

UDWKHU�WKDQ�EHFRPLQJ�HPELWWHUHG�E\� GHIHDW�� =RH�KDV�EHHQ�P RUH�VXFFHVVIXO�WKDQ�

0 DO�LQ�UHEXLOGLQJ�KHU�OLIH��+DYLQJ�IRXQG�LQWLPDF\�LQ�D�ORYLQJ�UHODWLRQVKLS�VKH�LV�

                                                           
65 Richter and Francis, Gone But Not, p.23. 
66 Whedon, Serenity, DVD. 
67 Erickson, G, ‘Humanity in a “Place of Nuthin” ’ in Wilcox & Cochran, Investigating Firefly, p.172. 
68 Magill, D, ‘I Aim to Misbehave’ in Wilcox & Cochran, Investigating Firefly, p.80. 
69 Whedon, Serenity, DVD. 
70 This idea arose out of a comment made on the discussion thread that I started on this topic on Facebook. 
See http://www.facebook.com/home.php?#/topic.php?uid=15025880513&topic=6454&ref=mf accessed  
31 January 2009. 
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QRZ�UHDG\� WR�P DNH�SODQV�IRU�WKH�QH[W�JHQHUDWLRQ��$V�.RRQW]� VWDWHV��¶LQWLPDF\�

�DV�ZHOO�DV�IDLWK�� GHPDQGV�D�ZLOOLQJQHVV�WR�EH�YXOQHUDEOH�� ZKLFK�IRU�0DO�LV�

WDQWDPRXQW�WR�EHJJLQJ�IRU�D�EXOOHW·� �� ��

�

� 7KH�FRP SOHWH�RSSRVLWH�RI�0 DO��6LPRQ�VXSSRUWHG�XQLILFDWLRQ�DQG�KDG�D�

IHUYHQW�EHOLHI�LQ�WKH�$OOLDQFH�DV�¶DV�D�IRUFH�IRU�JRRG�DQG�HQOLJKWHQPHQW·� �� �7KLV�

EHOLHI� ZDV�VKDWWHUHG�ZKHQ�KH�GLVFRYHUHG�ZKDW�WKH\� ZHUH�GRLQJ�WR�KLV�VLVWHU���

�

)ODVKEDFNV�WR�KLV�DQG�5LYHU·V�FKLOGKRRG�KDYH�D�XWRSLDQ�DSSHDUDQFH��VXFK�

DV�WKH�LPDJH�RI� WKH�\ RXQJ�5LYHU�LQ�DQ�RSHQ�DLU�FODVVURRP�VHW�LQ�D�EHDXWLIXO�

JDUGHQ�DW�WKH�VWDUW�RI�WKH�P RYLH�6HUHQLW\ � �� �$V�%DUEDUD�0 DLR�SRLQWV�RXW��WKH�QH[W�

VKRW�LV�D�WRWDO�FRQWUDVW�²�D�G\VWRSLF�VFHQH�LQ�ZKLFK�WKH�WHHQDJH�5LYHU�LV�EHLQJ�

WRUWXUHG��� �7KH�FRQWUDVW�EHWZHHQ�WKHVH�WZR�LPDJHV�LV�V\PEROLF�RI�6LPRQ·V�RZQ�

¶6HUHQLW\�9 DOOH\·��, Q�DGGLWLRQ�WR�ORVLQJ�I DLWK�LQ�WKH�$OOLDQFH��6LPRQ�ZDV�

DEDQGRQHG�E\�KLV�SDUHQWV�ZKR�UHIXVHG�WR�DFW�RQ�KLV�EHOLHI� WKDW�5LYHU�ZDV�LQ�

GDQJHU�� �

�

6LPRQ·V�UHVSRQVH�ZDV�WR�FRPPLW�KLPVHOI�Z KROHKHDUWHGO\�WR�WKH�WDVN�RI�

VDYLQJ�DQG�KHDOLQJ�KLV�EHORYHG�VLVWHU�� 6KDQQD�6ZHQGVRQ�YLHZV�6LPRQ·V�¶P LVVLRQ·�

DV�LQVWUXP HQWDO�LQ�JLYLQJ�0 DO�VRPHWKLQJ�WR�EHOLHYH�LQ�RQFH�DJDLQ��VXJJHVWLQJ�WKDW�

                                                           
71 Koontz, Faith and Choice, p.110. 
72 Koontz, Faith and Choice, p.74. 
73 Whedon, Serenity, DVD. 
74 Maio, B, ‘Between Past and Future’ in Wilcox & Cochran, Investigating Firefly, pp.204-205. 
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¶6LPRQ�DQG�5LYHU·V�SOLJKW�ZDV�WKH�FDWDO\VW�«� WKDW�SXW�0 DO�RQ�D�SDWK�WRZDUG�

SRVVLEOH�UHELUWK�DQG�WUDQVIRUPDWLRQ·� �� �

�

) LQGLQJ�VRP HWKLQJ�WR�EHOLHYH�LQ�

� 7KH�VKRZ�I UHTXHQWO\�F RQGHPQV�WKRVH�ZLWK�XQTXHVWLRQHG�IXQGDPHQWDOLVW�

EHOLHIV��� �+RZHYHU��LQ�WKH�P RYLH�� 6HUHQLW\ �� WKH�QHHG�WR�EHOLHYH�LQ�VRPHWKLQJ�LV�

KLJKOLJKWHG�� �0DO��I DFLQJ�D�GLIILFXOW�GLOHPPD��VHHNV�DGYLFH�IURP� %RRN��7KH�

IROORZLQJ�H[FKDQJH�WDNHV�SODFH� �

%RRN���2QO\�RQH�WKLQJ�LV�JRQQD�ZDON�\RX�WKURXJK�WKLV��0 DO��%HOLHI���
�

0 DO�� 6HUP RQV�PDNH�PH�VOHHS\��6 KHSKHUG��,�DLQ·W�ORRNLQJ�IRU�KHOS��
IURP� RQ�KLJK�� 7KDW·V�D�ORQJ�ZDLW�IRU�D�WUDLQ�GRQ·W�FRPH�>VLF@��
�

%RRN�� : KHQ�,�WDON�DERXW�EHOLHI� ZK\� GR�\ RX�DOZD\V�DVVXPH�WKDW�,�DP��
WDONLQJ�DERXW�* RG"�
�

�0DO�KDV�QR�UHVSRQVH����
�

/ DWHU��%RRN·V�G\LQJ�Z RUGV�WR�0 DO�DUH��¶,�GRQ
W�FDUH�ZKDW�\ RX�EHOLHYH�LQ�� MXVW�

EHOLHYH�LQ�LW·��� ��

�

7KHVH�VHQWLPHQWV�DUH�LQ�OLQH�ZLWK�WKH�ZRUOGYLHZ� LOOXVWUDWHG�E\� WKH�

H[SHULHQFHV�RI� WKH�RWKHU�FUHZP HP EHUV�� -XVW�DV�=RH�LV�VDYHG�E\� KHU�EHOLHI� LQ�WKH�

IXWXUH�WKURXJK�KHU�UHODWLRQVKLS�ZLWK�: DVK��DQG�6LPRQ�LV�VDYHG�E\� KLV�PLVVLRQ�WR�

UHVFXH�5LYHU��LQ�WKH�VDPH�Z D\�0 DO�QHHGV�VRP HWKLQJ�LQ�ZKLFK�WR�EHOLHYH��7 KLV�LV�

HTXLYDOHQW�WR�WKH�¶UHORFDWLRQ·�VWDJH�RI� GHFRQYHUVLRQ��VHH�SDJH����� RU�WR�WKH�

                                                           
75 Swendson, S, ‘A tale of two heroes’ in Espenson, Serenity Found, p.68. 
76 Such as the vil lagers in Safe, Burgess in Heart of Gold and the Operative in the movie Serenity. See 
Greene, E, ‘The Good Book’ in Espenson, Serenity Found, pp.91-92. 
77 Whedon, Serenity, DVD. 
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GLVFRYHU\�RI�Z KDW�3DXO�7LOOLFK�FDOOHG�DQ�¶XOWLP DWH�FRQFHUQ·��WKDW�LV��DQ�

LPSHUDWLYH�FRQYLFWLRQ�DURXQG�ZKLFK�OLIH�LV�RUJDQL] HG� �� ��

�

%RRN·V�ZRUGV�UDLVH�WKH�TXHVWLRQ�²�KRZ� GR�SHRSOH�FRPH�WR�EHOLHYH�LQ�

VRPHWKLQJ"�7LOOLFK�WXUQV�VXFK�DQ�HQTXLU\�RQ�LWV�KHDG�E\� HQYLVLRQLQJ�IDLWK�DV�¶WKH�

H[SHULHQFH�RI� EHLQJ�JUDVSHG�E\�DQ�XOWLPDWH�FRQFHUQ·�UDWKHU�WKDQ��RU�DV�ZHOO�DV��

EHLQJ�VRP HWKLQJ�WR�JUDVS��� �7KHUH�DUH�QR�HDV\�DQVZHUV�WR�WKH�GHEDWH�DERXW�

ZKHWKHU�FRQYHUVLRQ�H[ SHULHQFHV�DUH�LQLWLDWHG�E\�* RG����- RKQ����� �� RU�E\�

LQGLYLGXDOV��0DWWKHZ�� � ���²�/ HZLV�5DPER�GHVFULEHV�WKLV�G\QDPLF�DV�RQH�RI� WKH�

SDUDGR[HV�HQFRXQWHUHG�ZKHQ�WU\LQJ�WR�GHILQH�FRQYHUVLRQ� �� �

�

. RRQW]�H[ SODLQV�%RRN·V�SOHD�DV�GHPRQVWUDWLQJ�WKDW�%RRN�FDQ�VHH�ZKDW�0DO�

FDQQRW�� �

0 DO�KDV�DOZD\V�KDG�IDLWK�²�IDLWK�LQ�ORYH��I DLWK�LQ�KLV�FUHDWHG�IDPLO\��
DQG�IDLWK�LQ�IUHHGRP�� «�7 KLV�IDLWK�²� HVSHFLDOO\�KLV�IDLWK�LQ�IUHHGRP�
DQG�WKH�LQKHUHQW�ULJKWQHVV� RI�LW� ²�LV�WKH�NH\�WKDW�ZLOO�UHOHDVH�KLP�
IURP� KLV�VHOI�LPSRVHG�SULVRQ�RI�HP SW\��IUDQWLF�GHVSHUDWLRQ��� �
�

$OWKRXJK�0 DO�PD\� QRW�JDLQ�FRPIRUW�DQG�VWUHQJWK�WKURXJK�WUXVWLQJ�* RG��WKHUH�DUH�

WKLQJV�WKDW�KH�EHOLHYHV�LQ�ZKLFK�ZLOO�LQVSLUH�DQG�WUDQVIRUP�KLP�DV�KH�DFWV�XSRQ�

WKHP��

�

� �

                                                           
78 Explained in Cobb, Blackwell Guide, pp.101-105. 
79 Explained in Cobb, Blackwell Guide, p.103. 
80 Rambo, LR, Understanding Religious Conversion (New Haven, CT: Yale University Press, 1993), p.176. 
81 Koontz, Faith and Choice, p.115.  
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7KDW�ODVW�VHQWHQFH�DSSHDUV�WR�HQFDSVXODWH�VRP HWKLQJ�RI�- RVV�: KHGRQ·V�

RZQ�SHUVRQDO�H[SHULHQFH�� ,Q�DQ�LQWHUYLHZ�DERXW�6HUHQLW\ ��: KHGRQ��ZKR�LV�DQ�

DWKHLVW��DQG�ZKR�DGPLWV�WKDW�0DO�LV�KLV�¶YRLFH·�ZLWKLQ�WKH�VKRZ�� TXHVWLRQV�WKH�

FRPP RQ�DVVXP SWLRQ�WKDW�DWKHLVWV�GR�QRW�KDYH�EHOLHI�V\VWHP V��VWDWLQJ�WKDW�¶WKH�

P HDQLQJ�RI�OLIH�DQG�WKH�P HDQLQJ�RI�ZK DW�ZH�GR�ZLWK�RXU�OLYHV�LV�VRP HWKLQJ�WKDW�

LV�H[WUHPHO\�LP SRUWDQW·� �� ��

�

7KXV�� WKH�OLQHV�TXRWHG�DERYH�IURP� WKH�VFULSW��ZKLFK�ZHUH�SXW�LQWR�WKH�

P RXWK�RI� D�&KULVWLDQ�SULHVW��EXW�ZULWWHQ�E\� DQ�DWKHLVW��FDQ�EH�VHHQ�WR�P DNH�

VHQVH�ZLWKLQ�WKH�QDUUDWLYH�RI� WKH�VWRU\�WKDW�LV�EHLQJ�WROG�� EXW�DUH�WKH\�

VHQWLPHQWV�WKDW�D�SULHVW�ZRXOG�DFWXDOO\� H[SUHVV"��

�

)URP�RQH�&KULVWLDQ�YLHZSRLQW�VXFK�ZRUGV�ZRXOG�EH�GLVPLVVHG�DV�KHUHV\�DV�

WKH\� GR�QRW�P DNH�UHIHUHQFH�WR�WKH�QHFHVVLW\� RI� EHOLHI�LQ�-HVXV��- RKQ�� � ���� DQG�

LPSO\�WKDW�DOO�EHOLHIV�DUH�WKH�VDP H��7 KDW�D�&KULVWLDQ�SULHVW�VKRXOG�DGYRFDWH�VXFK�

D�YDJXH�EHOLHI�V\VWHP�FRXOG�EH�VHHQ�DV�IXUWKHU�HYLGHQFH�WKDW�: KHGRQ�LV�PDNLQJ�

EHOLHI� LQ�*RG�DSSHDU�XQQHFHVVDU\��2U��LW�FRXOG�EH�D�UHIHUHQFH�WR�SRVWP RGHUQ�

OLIHVW\OHV�LQ�ZKLFK�¶LW�LV�IDVKLRQDEOH�RQFH�P RUH�WR�EHOLHYH�LQ�VRP HWKLQJ��LQGHHG�

SHUKDSV�LQ�DQ\WKLQJ�� SURYLGHG�\RX�GR�QRW�WHOO�VRPHRQH�HOVH�ZKDW�WR�EHOLHYH·� �� �

6XFK�D�SULQFLSOH�EOXUV�WKH�GLVWLQFWLRQ�EHWZHHQ�&KULVWLDQ�IDLWK�� VXSHUVWLWLRQ�DQG�

VHOI�LPSURYHP HQW��

�

                                                           
82 http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yriszwUh1Eo accessed 31 January 2009. 
83 Hollinghurst, S, New Age, Paganism and Christian Mission (Cambridge: Grove Books, 2003), p.5. 
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$Q�DOWHUQDWLYH�&KULVWLDQ�SHUVSHFWLYH�ZRXOG�EH�WR�DFNQRZOHGJH�WKDW�IDLWK�

LV�D�ZLGHU�FRQFHSW�WKDQ�PHUHO\�FRQVHQWLQJ�WR�D�FUHHGDO�VWDWHPHQW���$V�3HWHU�

5ROOLQV�ZULWHV��LW�LV�QRW�¶Z KDW�ZH�EHOLHYH�«� EXW�«� KRZ�ZH�EHOLHYH�«� WKDW�LV�«�

KRZ�RXU�EHOLHIV�FKDOOHQJH�� WUDQVIRUP� DQG�OLEHUDWH�WKH�H[LVWHQFH�RI� RWKHUV�DQG�

RXUVHOYHV·��� �,W�LV�SRVVLEOH�WKDW�%RRN�LV�H[ SUHVVLQJ�WKH�VDP H�RSLQLRQ�DV�' DYH�

7RPOLQVRQ��Z KLFK�LV��¶,�PDNH�QR�ERQHV�DERXW�P\� RZQ�IDLWK�FRPPLWPHQW��EXW�,�

UHPDLQ�FRQVWDQWO\� RSHQ�WR�HQFRXQWHULQJ�* RG�LQ�RWKHU�ZD\ V·� �� �

�

7R�VXPP DUL] H��WKLV�FKDSWHU�KDV�RSHQHG�D�GLVFRXUVH�LQWR�WKH�FRQFHSW�RI�

EURNHQ�IDLWK��WKH�QDWXUH�RI�OLIH�LQ�WUDQVLWLRQ�RU�OLPER�DQG�WKH�FRQVHTXHQW�

SURFHVV�RI�UHORFDWLRQ��,W�KDV�UDLVHG�NH\�TXHVWLRQV�DERXW�KRZ�RQH�FRPHV�WR�KDYH�

IDLWK�DQG�DERXW�WKH�YDJXHQHVV�RI�WKH�REMHFW�RI� WKDW�EHOLHI�� ,Q�DGGLWLRQ�LW�KDV�

EURXJKW�XS�FRQFHUQV�DERXW�WKH�ZD\�LQ�ZKLFK�EHKDYLRXU�LV�UHJXODWHG�RQFH�EHOLHI�

LV�ORVW��7KH�FRQFHSW�RI� GHFRQYHUVLRQ�ZLOO�EH�H[ SORUHG�LQ�QDUUDWLYH�IRUP�LQ�

FKDSWHU�IRXU�� WKHQ�WKH�ZD\�LQ�ZKLFK�WKHVH�LVVXHV�FKDOOHQJH�WKH�FRQWHP SRUDU\�

FKXUFK�ZLOO�EH�GLVFXVVHG�LQ�FKDSWHU�ILYH��

                                                           
84 Rollins, P, How (Not) to Speak of God (London: SPCK, 2006), p.125. 
85 Tomlinson, D, Re-enchanting Christianity (Norwich: Canterbury Press, 2008), p.53. 
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�
�
�
�

&KDSWHU�� �
�

- XVW�NHHS�RQ�Z DONLQJ�
SUHDFKHU�P DQ�

�
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2 SHQLQJ�WKH�%RRN��
�

�
. D\OHH��� +RZ� FRPH�\ RX�GRQ·W�FDUH�ZKHUH�\RX·UH�JRLQJ"�
�

%RRN��� � &DXVH�KRZ�\ RX�JHW�WKHUH�LV�WKH�ZRUWKLHU�SDUW��
�

. D\OHH��� <RX�D�P LVVLRQDU\"�
�

%RRN��� � ,�JXHVV���
� � � ,·P� D�VKHSKHUG��I URP� WKH�6RXWKGRZQ�$EEH\ � �

� � %RRN��,·P�F DOOHG�%RRN��
� � %HHQ�RXW�RI�WKH�ZRUOG�IRU�D�VSHOO�

����������������������/ LNH�WR�ZDON�LW�D�ZKLOH��
� � � 0 D\EH�EULQJ�WKH�ZRUG�WR�WKHP�DV�QHHGV�LW�WROG� �� �

�

�
�

. D\OHH�ZDV�JLYHQ�WKH�WDVN�RI�ORRNLQJ�RXW�IRU�SRWHQWLDO�SDVVHQJHUV�IRU�

6HUHQLW\��, Q�WKH�FURZGV�PLOOLQJ�DURXQG�VKH�QRWLFHG�6KHSKHUG�%RRN�
�� �DQG�HQJDJHG�

KLP�LQ�FRQYHUVDWLRQ�� 7KHLU�GLVFXVVLRQ�LQFOXGHG�WKH�LQWURGXFWRU\�FRPP HQWV�TXRWHG�

DERYH��

�

�
�
� �

                                                           
86 Whedon, Firefly, Episode 1.1. 
87 ACEO depicting Shepherd Book, drawn by Rachael Harper, used with permission. 
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7KURXJK�D�GHWDLOHG�H[ DPLQDWLRQ�RI� WKRVH�EULHI�VHQWHQFHV�WKLV�VHFWLRQ�RI�

WKH�GLVVHUWDWLRQ�H[SORUHV�WKH�H[ WHQW�WR�ZKLFK�%RRN�FRXOG�EH�GHVFULEHG�DV�D�

PLVVLRQDO�FKDUDFWHU��) RU�WKH�SXUSRVHV�RI�WKLV�SDSHU�WKH�WHUP� ¶P LVVLRQDO·�UHIHUV�WR�

VRPHWKLQJ�WKDW�LV�¶FKDUDFWHUL]HG�E\�PLVVLRQ·��ZKHUH�¶P LVVLRQ·� LV���

«�RXU�FRPPLWWHG�SDUWLFLSDWLRQ�DV�*RG·V�SHRSOH�� DW�*RG·V�LQYLWDWLRQ�
DQG� FRPP DQG�� LQ�* RG·V� RZQ�PLVVLRQ�ZLWKLQ� WKH� KLVWRU\� RI� * RG·V�
ZRUOG�IRU�WKH�UHGHPSWLRQ�RI�*RG·V�FUHDWLRQ� �� ��
�

�

,Q�SDUWLFXODU�WKLV�FKDSWHU�FRQVLGHUV�WKH�VLJQLILFDQFH�RI�WKH�GHVLJQDWLRQ�

¶VKHSKHUG·� DQG�WKH�QDP H�¶%RRN·��DV�ZHOO�DV�FULWLTXLQJ�WKH�ZD\�LQ�ZKLFK�KLV�

PLVVLRQ�LV�OLYHG�RXW�DV�KH�¶ZDONV·�WKH�ZRUOG�WDNLQJ�¶WKH�ZRUG�WR�WKHP� DV�QHHGV�LW�

WROG·��: KDW�LV�ZULWWHQ�KHUH�LV�LQWHQGHG�WR�FRP SOHPHQW�WKH�DUWLFOH�E\� %HQMDPLQ�

: KHDWOH\ ��Z KLFK�� GUDZLQJ�RQ�WKH�ZRUN�RI� 0LFKDHO�)URVW�� GHVFULEHV�%RRN·V�UROH�LQ�

WHUPV�RI� SUR[LPLW\��SUDFWLFLQJ�WKH�SUHVHQFH�RI�&KULVW�� SRZHUOHVVQHVV�DQG�

SURFODP DWLRQ��� �

�

$�P LVVLRQDU\� VKHSKHUG�Z LWKRXW�D�IORFN�

%RRN�GHSLFWV�KLV�UROH�LQ�SURYLVLRQDO�WHUPV��¶,�JXHVV·��¶0 D\ EH·��DQG�LV�

UHOXFWDQW�WR�DFFHSW�WKH�ODEHO�¶P LVVLRQDU\·��GHVFULELQJ�KLP VHOI�LQVWHDG�DV�D�

¶VKHSKHUG·��& KULVWRSKHU�: ULJKW�GHILQHV�PLVVLRQDULHV�DV�WKRVH�ZKR�DUH�¶VHQW·�E\�

FKXUFKHV�WR�¶HQJDJH�LQ�PLVVLRQ�� XVXDOO\�LQ�D�FXOWXUH�RWKHU�WKDQ�WKHLU�RZQ·� �� �

%RRN�KDV�FRPH�IURP�6RXWKGRZQ�$EEH\�� DOWKRXJK�KH�VWLOO�PDLQWDLQV�VRPHWKLQJ�RI�

WKH�GLVFLSOLQH�RI�WKLV�2UGHU�LQ�KLV�RXWZDUG�DSSHDUDQFH�� KLV�FHOLEDWH�OLIHVW\OH�DQG�

                                                           
88 Wright, CJH, The Mission of God (Nottingham: IVP, 2006), pp.22-25. 
89 http://brackishfaith.blogspot.com/2008/05/wwsbd-what-would-shepherd-book-do.html accessed  
6 February 2009. Frost, M, Exiles (Peabody, MA: Hendrickson, 2006). 
90 Wright, Mission of God, p.23. 
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KLV�GHYRWLRQ�WR�SUD\ HU�DQG�%LEOH�VWXG\�� WKHUH�LV�QR�HYLGHQFH�WKDW�KH�KDV�EHHQ�

¶VHQW·�E\� WKHP��5 DWKHU�WKDQ�HQWHULQJ�D�QHZ�FXOWXUH��KH�VHHPV�WR�EH�UH�HQWHULQJ�

KLV�RZQ�DIWHU�D�WLPH�RI�ZLWKGUDZDO��1HLWKHU�WKH�WHUP�¶P LVVLRQDU\·��QRZ� XVXDOO\�

UHSODFHG�ZLWK�¶PLVVLRQ�SDUWQHU·�� QRU�¶VKHSKHUG·�� ZKLFK�KDV�XQIRUWXQDWH�

DVVRFLDWLRQV�ZLWK�VSLULWXDO�DEXVH�ZLWKLQ�WKH�VKHSKHUGLQJ�PRYHPHQW�
�� ��LV�SRSXODU�

WRGD\���

�

7KH�LPDJH�RI�¶VKHSKHUG·�LV�XVHG�LQ�WKH�%LEOH�WR�GHVFULEH�*RG��3VDOP�� �����

3VDOP������� ( ] HNLHO��� � ������ �� -HVXV��- RKQ�� � ������� +HEUHZV��� � ����� WKH�OHDGHUV�

RI�,VUDHO��SDUWLFXODUO\� ' DYLG����6 DP XHO���� ��� WKH�3HUVLDQ�.LQJ�&\UXV��,VDLDK��� � �����

6LPRQ�3HWHU��- RKQ��� � ������� DQG�WKRVH�LQ�OHDGHUVKLS�LQ�WKH�HDUO\�F KXUFK��

�$FWV�� � ������� 3HWHU������� �� �

�

)URP�D�VWXG\� RI� WKHVH�ELEOLFDO�WH[ WV�6WDQOH\�6NUHVOHW�LGHQWLILHV�WKH�

VKHSKHUG·V�NH\�UHVSRQVLELOLWLHV�DV�IRXUIROG��J XLGLQJ��SURWHFWLQJ��SURYLGLQJ�IRU�DQG�

JDWKHULQJ�WKH�VKHHS��+H�REVHUYHV�WKDW�� ZLWKLQ�WKH�GHYHORSP HQW�RI�FKXUFK�

VWUXFWXUHV��¶JRYHUQLQJ·�KDV�UHSODFHG�¶JDWKHULQJ·� ZKLOVW�WKH�RWKHU�WDVNV�KDYH�

EHFRP H�IRFXVHG�XSRQ�¶WKH�SHUVRQDO�QHHGV�RI�FKXUFK�P HP EHUV·�� ,Q�UHVSRQVH�WR�

WKLV�6NUHVOHW�FDOOV�IRU�WKH�GHYHORSPHQW�RI�D�P LVVLRQDU\�SDVWRU�VKHSKHUG��Z KRVH�

¶WRWDO�ZRUNLQJ�EULHI�QHFHVVDULO\�LQFOXGHV�FRQFHUQ�IRU�QRQ�&KULVWLDQV�DQG�VRFLDO�

UHDOLWLHV�RXWVLGH�RI� WKH�FKXUFK·� �� �%RRN�FRXOG�EH�VHHQ�DV�DQVZHULQJ�VXFK�D�FDOO��

�

                                                           
91 See for example Harbinson, A, Savage Shepherds (London: Authentic Media, 2006). 
92 Skreslet, S, Picturing Christian Witness (Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmanns, 2006), pp.160-162,169,183-188. 
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$OWKRXJK�SHULSKHUDO�FKDUDFWHUV�LQ�WKH�VHULHV�DVVXP H�WKDW�%RRN�LV�WKH�

VKLS·V�¶FKDSODLQ·� �� �KH�LV�PHUHO\�D�SDVVHQJHU�RQ�6HUHQLW\ �� VR�LW�ZRXOG�QRW�VHHP�

ULJKW�WR�GHVFULEH�WKH�FUHZ� DV�KLV�¶IORFN·� �� �+RZHYHU��LW�LV�HYLGHQW�WKDW�WKH\� VRRQ�

EHFRP H�KLV�IULHQGV�� ,Q�D�QRQ�MXGJHP HQWDO�ZD\� KH�VHHPV�DEOH�WR�DFFHSW�

¶HYHU\RQH�IURP�WKH�WLJKWO\�ZRXQG�6LPRQ�� WR�WKH�VHQVXDO�,QDUD�� WR�WKH�FUXGH�

P HUFHQDU\�-D \ QH·� �� ��

�

$�OLYLQJ�%LEOH�

. RRQW]�FRP PHQWV�RQ�WKH�ZD\�LQ�ZKLFK�%RRN�LQWURGXFHV�KLP VHOI��5DWKHU�

WKDQ�VD\ LQJ��¶,�DP�%RRN·� KH�DQQRXQFHV��¶,·P�FDOOHG�%RRN·��� �7KLV�SKUDVH�UDLVHV�

WKH�TXHVWLRQ�� E\�ZK RP� KDV�KH�EHHQ�FDOOHG�RU�QDP HG"�,I� WKLV�LV�D�SVHXGRQ\P� WKDW�

KH�LV�XVLQJ�LQ�RUGHU�WR�KLGH�KLV�SDVW��WKHQ�LW�LV�DQ�DSSURSULDWH�FKRLFH�IRU�VRP HRQH�

ZKR�LV�IUHTXHQWO\�SLFWXUHG�UHDGLQJ�IURP� WKH�%LEOH�� +RZHYHU�� WKH�XVH�RI� WKH�ZRUG�

¶FDOOHG·�LPSOLHV�DQ�LQYLWDWLRQ�WR�DGRSW�D�SDUWLFXODU�YRFDWLRQ���

�

- XVW�DV�0DO�KDV�EHHQ�WKURXJK�DQ�LQFLGHQW�WKDW�KDV�FDXVHG�KLP�WR�ORVH�KLV�

IDLWK��VR�%RRN�PXVW�KDYH�EHHQ�WKURXJK�VRP H��P D\EH�VLPLODU��LQFLGHQW�RU�SURFHVV�

RI�ILQGLQJ��UHGLVFRYHULQJ�RU�EHLQJ�I RXQG�E\�* RG��ZKLFK�HLWKHU�VSUDQJ�IURP��RU�OHG�

WR��WKH�DEDQGRQPHQW�RI� KLV�SUHYLRXV�OLIHVW\OH��7KH�SRVVLELOLW\� RI� EHLQJ�UHGHHP HG�

IURP��UDWKHU�WKDQ�WUDSSHG�LQ��D�GDUN�DQG�YLROHQW�SDVW�LV�D�FRPPRQ�WKHP H�ERWK��

                                                           
93 For example the Alliance Official in Bushwacked Whedon, Firefly, Episode 1.3. 
94 Raising the question, can you be a shepherd without a flock? 
95 Koontz, Faith and Choice, p.121. 
96 Koontz, Faith and Choice, p.121. 
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ZLWKLQ�WKH�OLYHV�RI�WKH�VDLQWV�
�� �DQG�ZLWKLQ�WKH�VWRULHV�WROG�E\� :K HGRQ� �� �,W�LV�

SRVVLEOH�WKDW�¶%RRN·�ZDV�D�QHZ�QDP H�JLYHQ�WR�KLP� DV�SDUW�RI� WKLV�¶FDOOLQJ·��DV�LQ�

WKH�H[ SHULHQFH�RI� $EUDKDP��6 DUDK�DQG�3HWHU��* HQHVLV���� ������- RKQ������ �� �

�

$OWHUQDWLYHO\�WKH�QDP H�¶%RRN·�FRXOG�EH�UHDG��LQ�WKH�OLJKW�RI� 5D\�

%UDGEXU\·V�)DKUHQKHLW���� �� DV�WKH�VKHSKHUG·V�DWWHPSW�WR�EHFRPH�D�OLYLQJ�FRS\�

RI�WKH�%LEOH��LQ�WKH�VDP H�ZD\�WKDW�WKH�FKDUDFWHUV�LQ�WKDW�QRYHO�PHP RUL] HG�DQG�

HPERGLHG�RWKHU�WH[WV�WKDW�ZHUH�LQ�GDQJHU�RI�EHLQJ�SHUPDQHQWO\� GHVWUR\HG�E\�

WKH�¶ERRN�EXUQHUV·� �� �7KLV�ZRXOG�VHHP� DQ�DSW�UROH�IRU�D�PRQN�W\SH�FKDUDFWHU�

EHDULQJ�LQ�PLQG�WKH�DQFLHQW�P RQDVWHULHV·�UROH�LQ�WKH�SUHVHUYLQJ�RI�ELEOLFDO�

P DQXVFULSWV� �

�

%RRN·V�FRS\� RI� WKH�%LEOH�FRPHV�XQGHU�DWWDFN�IURP�5LYHU�ZKR�DWWHPSWV�WR�

HGLW�LW�LQ�RUGHU�WR�UHPRYH�WKH�FRQWUDGLFWLRQV��7KLV�OHDGV�WR�WKH�IROORZLQJ�

H[FKDQJH� �

%RRN���5LYHU�\ RX�GRQ·W�IL[�WKH�%LEOH� �
�

5LYHU���, W·V�EURNHQ��LW�GRHVQ·W�P DNH�VHQVH��
�

%RRN���,W·V�QRW�DERXW�P DNLQJ�VHQVH��, W·V�DERXW�EHOLHYLQJ�LQ��
VRPHWKLQJ��$QG�OHWWLQJ�WKDW�EHOLHI� EH�UHDO�HQRXJK�WR�FKDQJH��
\ RXU�OLIH��,W·V�DERXW�IDLWK��< RX�GRQ·W�IL[�ID LWK�� 5LYHU��, W�IL[HV�
\ RX� ��� �

�
�

                                                           
97 This point arises from a comment about the experience of Saint Martin that was posted, on my blog 
http://serenity-firefly.blogspot.com/2008/06/is-shepherd-book-really-priest.html accessed 6 February 2009. 
98 ‘A hallmark of Whedon’s work is the notion that a dark, bloody past doesn’ t condemn a person to wear that 
coat for the remainder of existence.’ Koontz, Faith and Choice, p.124. 
99 Bradbury, R, Fahrenheit 451 (London: Harper Collins, 50th Anniversary Edition 2004), pp.158-162. Idea 
inspired by Kelly, G, Stretch (Milton Keynes: Authenic Media, 2005), pp.18-19. 
100 Whedon, Firefly, Episode 1.7. Buckman suggests that, at a subliminal level, this scene may be introducing 
the idea that River, who is ‘broken’ and who ‘doesn’ t make sense’ , will only be ‘ fixed’ when the others come 
to have faith in her. Buckman, ‘Much Madness’ in Wilcox & Cochran, Investigating Firefly, p.46. 
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5LYHU�LQWHUSUHWV�WKH�%LEOH�OLWHUDOO\�DQG�DSSHDUV�WR�QHHG�ZKDW�%ULDQ�

0F/ DUHQ�GHVFULEHV�DV�D�¶PRGHUQ�YHUVLRQ�RI�* RG·� ��� �WKDW�LV��RQH�WKDW�VKH�FDQ�

XQGHUVWDQG�IURP� D�ORJLFDO�DQG�VFLHQWLILF�SHUVSHFWLYH��%RRN·V�UHVSRQVH��ZKLFK�

GRHV�QRW�UHIHU�WR�* RG��H[ SDQGV�WKH�TXHVWLRQ�GLVFXVVHG�RQ�SDJH����� +RZ�FDQ�

VRPHRQH�PDNH�KLPVHOI� RU�KHUVHOI�EHOLHYH�LQ�VRP HWKLQJ��HVSHFLDOO\�VRP HWKLQJ�

WKDW�GRHV�QRW�¶PDNH�VHQVH·"��$QG�� LI�WKDW�FDQ�KDSSHQ�� KRZ�GRHV�WKDW�EHOLHI�KDYH�

WKH�SRZHU�WR�KHDO"���

�

$�Z DONLQJ�VDFUDP HQW�

- RKQ�3ULWFKDUG�WDNHV�$XVWLQ�) DUUHU·V�LPDJH�RI�WKH�SULHVW�DV�D�¶ZDONLQJ�

VDFUDP HQW·� DQG�H[ SODLQV�LW�DV�¶DQ�RXWZDUG�DQG�YLVLEOH�VLJQ�RI�DQ�LQZDUG�DQG�

VSLULWXDO�JUDFH�«� WKH�SUHVHQFH�RI�* RG�ZLWKLQ�WKH�FRPPX QLW\·� ��� �7KLV�LV�DQ�

LQVLJKWIXO�LOOXVWUDWLRQ�WR�UHDG�DORQJVLGH�%RRN·V�VWDWHP HQW�DERXW�ZDQWLQJ�WR�

¶ZDON·�WKH�ZRUOG���

�

7KH�ZD\�LQ�ZKLFK�SHRSOH�UHVSRQG�WR�%RRN�PD\� EH�GHWHUPLQHG�E\� WKHLU�

XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�RI� *RG��) RU�H[ DP SOH��0 DO�VD\V�WKDW�¶P HQ�RI�*RG�P DNH�HYHU\RQH�

IHHO�JXLOW\�DQG�MXGJHG·���� �7KLV�FRXOG�LPSO\�D�SLFWXUH�RI�* RG�DV�DQJU\� DQG�

MXGJHP HQWDO��&RQYHUVHO\ �� WKH�ZD\�LQ�ZKLFK�SHRSOH�LPDJLQH�* RG�FRXOG�EH�

LQIOXHQFHG�E\�WKHLU�H[SHULHQFH�RI�UHOLJLRXV�LQGLYLGXDOV�OLNH�%RRN��DV�3ULWFKDUG�

ZDUQV���

                                                           
101 McLaren, BD, More Ready Than You Realize (Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 2002), pp.63-64. 
102 Pritchard, J, The Life and Work of a Priest (London: SPCK, 2007), p.86. 
103 Whedon, Firefly, Episode 1.9. 
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7KH�VKDUS�WUXWK�LV�WKDW�� IRU�P DQ\�S HRSOH��WKH�OLIH�RI�WKH�SULHVW�LV�
WKH�RQO\�¶KRO\�ERRN·�WKH\� ZLOO�HYHU�UHDG�� «�3 HRSOH�LQ�D�UHDO�VHQVH�
¶VHH�WKURXJK�XV·�DV�SULHVWV�DQG�HLWKHU�WKH\�VHH�-HVXV�RU�WKH\� VHH�
VRPHWKLQJ�OHVV�DWWUDFWLYH� ��� �
�

7KHUH�DUH�VHYHUDO�RWKHU�ZD\ V�LQ�ZKLFK�WKH�LP DJH�RI�Z DONLQJ�WKH�ZRUOG�FDQ�

EH�YLHZHG�DV�D�P LVVLRQDO�PHWDSKRU��) RU�LQVWDQFH��LW�UHIOHFWV�WKH�DFWLRQ�RI�*RG�

�*H QHVLV������ DQG�WKH�LQFDUQDWLRQ�RI�- HVXV�� DV�ZHOO�DV�HFKRLQJ�WKH�FRPP DQG�WR�

WKH�GLVFLSOHV�WR�¶*R�LQWR�DOO�WKH�ZRUOG�DQG�SURFODLP�WKH�JRRG�QHZV�WR�WKH�ZKROH�

FUHDWLRQ·� �0 DUN�� � ������, Q�DGGLWLRQ�LW�UHSUHVHQWV�WKH�ZD\�LQ�ZKLFK�WKRVH�ZKR�

IROORZ� D�SDUWLFXODU�UHOLJLRXV�IDLWK�DUH�DOZD\ V�RQ�D�MRXUQH\��2 Q�RQH�RFFDVLRQ��

ZKHQ�5LYHU�ZDQWV�%RRN�WR�SDVV�E\�ZLWKRXW�VWRSSLQJ�WR�WDON��VKH�VD\V��¶.HHS�RQ�

ZDONLQJ�SUHDFKHU�PDQ·���� �( ULFNVRQ�ILQGV�KHU�ZRUGV�V\PEROLF�DV��LQ�KLV�RSLQLRQ��

IDLWK�DQG�WUXWK�¶DUH�DOZD\ V�RQ�WKH�PRYH�� DQG�LQ�WKH�QHFHVVDU\� VHDUFK�IRU�WKHP�

RQH�FDQ�RQO\�´NHHS�RQ�ZDONLQJµ·���� ��

�

2Q�WKH�RWKHU�KDQG�� %RRN·V�XVH�RI� WKH�ZRUG�¶ZRUOG·�FRXOG�LP SO\�WKDW�KH�

VHHV�D�ULJLG�VHFXODU� VDFUHG�GLYLGH�EHWZHHQ�KLV�OLIH�LQVLGH�DQG�RXWVLGH�RI�WKH�

$EEH\ �� ZKHUHDV�WKH�PLVVLRQDO�YLHZSRLQW�ZRXOG�ORRN�IRU�WKH�KRO\�LQ�DOO�VLWXDWLRQV��

)LQDOO\��%RRN�FRXOG�EH�VHHQ�DV�KLGLQJ�EHKLQG�WKLV�ODQJXDJH�ZKHQ�ZKDW�KH�LV�

UHDOO\�GRLQJ�LV�JRLQJ�RQ�D�SHUVRQDO�ZDONDERXW�EHFDXVH�¶KH·V�IRXQG�* RG��EXW�KH�

VWLOO�QHHGV�WR�ILQG�KLP VHOI·���� �7KLV�ZRXOG�LPSO\� D�VSLULWXDO�VHDUFK�WKDW�LV�PRUH�

DERXW�VHOI�IXOILOPHQW�WKDQ�WKH�GHVLUH�WR�EH�* RG·V�VHUYDQW�LQ�*RG·V�ZRUOG��

                                                           
104 Pritchard, Life and Work, p.39. 
105 Whedon, Firefly, Episode 1.7. 
106 Erickson, ‘Humanity in a “Place of Nuthin” ’ in Wilcox & Cochran, Investigating Firefly, p.178. 
107 http://www.thewebsitez.com/tvcentral/F/firefly.htm accessed 6 February 2009. 
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2 QO\� VD\� WKH�Z RUG�

%RRN·V�LQWHQWLRQ�DV�KH�ZDONV�WKH�ZRUOG�LV�WR�¶EULQJ�WKH�ZRUG�WR�WKHP� DV�

QHHGV�LW�WROG·�� 6XFK�D�VWDWHPHQW�FRXOG�EH�FULWLTXHG�IURP� D�PLVVLRQDO�SHUVSHFWLYH�

LQ�VHYHUDO�GLIIHUHQW�ZD\ V��)LUVWO\��LI�Z KDW�%RRN�LV�DFWXDOO\�VD\LQJ�LV�¶EULQJ�WKH�

: RUG·�� DV�LQ�¶EULQJ�- HVXV·� LQWR�SHRSOH·V�OLYHV��WKHQ�WKDW�LV�D�GHQLDO�RI� WKH�

FRQFHSWV�RI� PLVVLR�' HL�DQG�SUHYHQLHQW�JUDFH�� WKDW�LV�� WKH�EHOLHI� WKDW�WKH�: RUG�LV�

DOUHDG\�LQ�WKH�ZRUOG��-RKQ�� � ������

�

6HFRQGO\��LI�KH�XQGHUVWDQGV�¶WKH�ZRUG·�EHLQJ�¶WROG·� DV�WKH�YHUEDO�

H[SODQDWLRQ�RU�SDVVLQJ�RQ�RI�LQIRUPDWLRQ�WKHQ�� DV�-RKQ�)LQQH\�ZRXOG�DUJXH��KH�LV�

LQ�GDQJHU�RI�UHO\LQJ�WRR�KHDYLO\� RQ�D�EDUUDJH�RI�Z RUGV�UDWKHU�WKDQ�RQ�WKH�SRZHU�

RI�WKH�+RO\�6SLULW� ��� �$OWHUQDWLYHO\�9LQFHQW�' RQRYDQ�ZRXOG�SRLQW�RXW�WKDW�KH�LV�

WRR�GHSHQGHQW�XSRQ�UHDFKLQJ�SHRSOH�WKURXJK�WKHLU�VHQVH�RI� KHDULQJ�ZKHUHDV�

¶*RG�FDQ�XVH�DOO�ILYH�VHQVHV�WR�́ VSHDNµ�WR�SHRSOH·���� �+RZHYHU��WKH�IDFW�WKDW�KH�

P HQWLRQV�ZDONLQJ�EHIRUH�WDONLQJ�LPSOLHV�WKDW�%RRN�LV�DZDUH�WKDW�DFWLRQV�VSHDN�

ORXGHU�WKDQ�ZRUGV��

�

$�WKLUG�FULWLFLVP� UHJDUGV�WKH�SKUDVH�¶WKHP� DV�QHHGV�LW�WROG·��ZKLFK�FRXOG�

EH�KHDUG�DV�LPSO\LQJ�WKDW�%RRN�UHJDUGV�KLP VHOI�DV�VXSHULRU�WR�WKRVH�ZKR�KDYH�

QRW�KHDUG�WKH�&KULVWLDQ�P HVVDJH�� RU�WKDW�KH�DSSURDFKHV�SHRSOH�ZLWK�D�VHW�

DJHQGD��WR�WDON�WR�WKHP� DERXW�WKH�JRVSHO��UDWKHU�WKDQ�EHLQJ�UHDG\�WR�OLVWHQ�� DQG�

UHVSRQG��WR�WKHP�DV�LQGLYLGXDOV����7K LV�GRHV�QRW�DSSHDU�WR�EH�WKH�FDVH�IRU��DV�

                                                           
108 Finney, J, Emerging Evangelism (London: Darton, Longman and Todd, 2004), pp.27-28. 
109 Quoted in Hunter, GG III, The Celtic Way of Evangelism (Nashvil le, TN: Abingdon Press, 2000), p.74. 
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QRWHG�DERYH�� %RRN�JHQXLQHO\�VHHPV�WR�EHIULHQG�WKH�RWKHU�FKDUDFWHUV�LQ�ZD\V�

DSSURSULDWH�WR�WKHLU�QHHGV�DQG�SHUVRQDOLW\����

�

,Q�OLQH�ZLWK�WKLV�SRLQW�DERXW�VXSHULRULW\�� D�IXUWKHU�FRPPH QW�FDQ�EH�P DGH�

DERXW�WKH�WLWOH�RI�VKHSKHUG��Z KLFK�LV�D�GHVLJQDWLRQ�WKDW�DVVXP HV�WKDW�RWKHUV�DUH�

WKH��ORVW��VKHHS�DQG�WKDW�WKH�VKHSKHUG�LV�LQ�FKDUJH�DQG�NQRZV�EHVW�� 6WHYH�7D\ORU�

TXHVWLRQV�WKH�PLVVLRQDO�QDWXUH�RI� WKH�LPDJH�SURYLGHG�E\� WKH�SDUDEOH�RI�WKH�ORVW�

VKHHS��0 DWWKHZ�����������/XN H��������� DV�¶LW�UHGXFHV�PLVVLRQ�WR�WKH�

UHVSRQVLELOLW\� RI�WKH�RQH��SDLG�SURIHVVLRQDO·�ZKLOVW�HYHU\ RQH�HOVH�P HUHO\�

ZDWFKHV���� �

�

6LPLODUO\�0F / DUHQ�ZULWHV�DERXW�WKH�ZD\� LQ�ZKLFK�WKH�LGHD�RI�WKH�VKHHS�DV�

¶ORVW·� KDV�EHFRPH�HTXDWHG�ZLWK�¶LPSXUH·� RU�¶XQFOHDQ·�UDWKHU�WKDQ�¶ORYHG·��

¶SUHFLRXV·� DQG�¶VRXJKW�DIWHU·� ��� �7R�FKDOOHQJH�VXFK�SHUFHSWLRQV�6NUHVOHW�

FRPSDUHV�GLIIHUHQW�ZD\ V�LQ�ZKLFK�WKLV�SDUDEOH�KDV�EHHQ�UHSUHVHQWHG�LQ�DUW�LQ�

RUGHU�WR�GUDZ� RXW�DOWHUQDWLYH�LQWHUSUHWDWLRQV�RI�WKH�WH[W��) RU�H[ DPSOH��LQ�D�

SDSHU�FXWWLQJ�RI�WKLV�VFHQH�E\�)DQ�3X�� WKHUH�LV�D�JDS�EHWZHHQ�WKH�EHFNRQLQJ�

VKHSKHUG�DQG�WKH�VKHHS��Z KLFK�V\ PEROLFDOO\�LP SOLHV�WKDW�WKH�VKHHS�KDV�D�FKRLFH�

DV�WR�ZKHWKHU�WR�UHFRJQL] H�WKH�VKHSKHUG·V�YRLFH�DQG�UHVSRQG�WR�WKH�FDOO���� ��

�

                                                           
110 http://www.emergentkiwi.org.nz/archive/lost-sheep-and-good-shepherds-and-luke-15-missional-revised-
version/ accessed 4 February 2009.  
111 McLaren, More Ready, p.58. 
112 Skreslet, Picturing Christian Witness, pp.189-190. 
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7KHUH�DUH�VHYHUDO�GLIIHUHQW�ZD\ V�LQ�ZKLFK�%RRN�EULQJV�WKH�ZRUG�WR�SHRSOH�

LQ�)LUHIO\��2 QH�LV�WKURXJK�ZRUGV�RI�ZLVGRP� RU�SLWK\�VD\LQJV� ��� �DOWKRXJK�VRP H�RI�

WKH�SKUDVHV�KH�XVHV�VHHP�WR�EH�FOLFKpV�RU�KXPRURXV�DVLGHV�WKDW�KH�KLGHV�EHKLQG�

LQ�RUGHU�WR�DYRLG�IXUWKHU�GHEDWH� ��� �$QRWKHU�LV�ZKHQ�ZRUGV�DUH�VSRNHQ�DV�SDUW�RI�

D�ULWXDO��VXFK�DV�D�IXQHUDO�ULWH� ��� �+H�DOVR�EULQJV�ZRUGV�RI�FKDOOHQJH�DQG�

FRQIURQWDWLRQ�� HVSHFLDOO\�WR�0 DO��3ULWFKDUG�DFNQRZOHGJHV�WKDW�FRQWHPSRUDU\�

SULHVWV��LQ�WKHLU�GHVLUH�WR�EH�WROHUDQW��ILQG�FKDOOHQJLQJ�WKH�HWKLFV�RI� RWKHUV�

GLIILFXOW���� ��

�

 ,QWHUHVWLQJO\�%RRN�UHIXVHV�WR�JLYH�D�ZRUG�RI� WHVWLPRQ\��: KHQ�0 DO�VXJJHVWV�

WKDW�%RRN�QHHGV�WR�WHOO�KLP�DERXW�KLV�SDVW�� %RRN�UHVSRQGV��¶1R�,�GRQ·W·� ��� �+H�LV��

KRZHYHU��RSHQ�DERXW�KLV�GRXEWV��7 KLV�LV�GHPRQVWUDWHG�LQ�KLV�DGPLVVLRQ�WR�5LYHU�

WKDW��GHVSLWH�ZKDW�KH�UHDGV�LQ�WKH�%LEOH�DERXW�QRW�EHLQJ�DIUDLG�� KH�GRHV�IHDU�

GHDWK���� �,W�LV�SRVVLEOH�WKDW�WKH�DFNQRZOHGJHP HQW�WKDW�%RRN�KDV�GRXEWV�LV�

DQRWKHU�ZD\� RI� EULQJLQJ�WKH�H[LVWHQFH�RI�*RG�LQWR�TXHVWLRQ��KRZHYHU�� LW�DFWXDOO\�

KDV�WKH�RSSRVLWH�HIIHFW��� DV�:LQG�* RRGIULHQG�FRPPHQWV��¶\RX�FDQ·W�WUXO\� EHOLHYH�

LQ�VRPHWKLQJ�XQOHVV�\ RX·YH�GRXEWHG�LW·���� �

�

 

                                                           
113 Such as, ‘How we treat our dead is part of what makes us different than those [who] did the slaughtering.’ 
Whedon, Firefly, Episode 1.3. 
114 A similar point is made about Inara in Masson, C, ‘But she was naked!’ in Wilcox & Cochran, 
Investigating Firefly, p.20. 
115 Whedon, Firefly, Episode 1.12. 
116 Pritchard, Life and Work, pp.68-69. 
117 Whedon, Serenity, DVD. This is a storytell ing device that adds to the mysterious nature of his character. 
118 Whedon, Firefly, Episode 1.8. 
119 Goodfriend, W, ‘Terror Management Aboard Serenity’ in Davidson, Psychology of Joss Whedon, p.102. 



�- 43 -  

7KLV�FKDSWHU�KDV�H[SORUHG�WKH�PLVVLRQDO�QDWXUH�RI� %RRN·V�UROH�RQ�ERDUG�

6HUHQLW\��, Q�RUGHU�WR�GR�VR�LW�KDV��LQ�D�VSLULW�RI� SRVWPRGHUQLW\ ��UHDG�WKLQJV�LQWR�

WKH�FKDUDFWHU�WKDW�WKH�RULJLQDO�ZULWHUV�SUREDEO\�QHYHU�HQYLVDJHG�� )RU�H[ DPSOH��

LW�LV�XQOLNHO\�WKDW�WKH\� SRQGHUHG�ORQJ�RYHU�WKH�GHILQLWLRQ�RI� D�PLVVLRQDU\��7KLV�

SUDFWLFH�FRQWLQXHV�LQ�WKH�LP DJLQDU\�VFHQDULR�GHSLFWHG�LQ�FKDSWHU�IRXU��&KDSWHU�

ILYH�WKHQ�FRQVLGHUV�WKH�LQVSLUDWLRQ�WKDW�FDQ�EH�JOHDQHG�IURP�%RRN·V�VW\OH�RI�

&KULVWLDQ�GLVFLSOHVKLS� �
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�
�
�
�

&KDSWHU�� �
�
 

' R�\ RX�P LQG�LI� ,� VD\� JUDFH" �
�
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5HYHUVLQJ�WKH�KHUP HQHXWLFDO�IORZ �

�

%RRN���� 6KDOO�,�UHPLQG�\ RX�RI�WKH�VWRU\� RI� WKH�* RRG�6DPDULWDQ"�
�

0 DO��� � ,·G�UDWKHU�\RX�GLGQ·W� ��� �
�

�

7KH�VFULSW�RI� )LUHIO\�P DNHV�D�GLUHFW�UHIHUHQFH�WR�WKH�SDUDEOH�RI� WKH�*RRG�

6DP DULWDQ��/XNH���������� �� WR�WKH�VWRU\�RI�1 RDK·V�DUN��* HQHVLV��������� �DQG�WR�WKH�

RFFXSDWLRQ�RI�- HVXV�DV�D�FDUSHQWHU��0 DUN�� � ��� ��� �,W�LV�SRVVLEOH�WKDW�RWKHU�

VWRU\OLQHV�ZHUH�LQVSLUHG�E\� ELEOLFDO�WH[WV��WKRXJK�WKHUH�LV�QR�GLUHFW�HYLGHQFH�WKDW�

WKDW�LV�WKH�FDVH��)RU�LQVWDQFH��0 DO·V�ZRUGV�WR�- D\QH�DIWHU�WKH�ODWWHU�EHWUD\ HG�

5LYHU�DQG�6LPRQ��¶\ RX�WXUQ�RQ�DQ\� RI�P\�FUHZ��\ RX�WXUQ�RQ�PH·���� �UHVRQDWH�ZLWK�

ZRUGV�IURP�WKH�SDUDEOH�RI�WKH�VKHHS�DQG�WKH�JRDWV��0 DWWKHZ� ��������� � ��� ��

�

6HYHUDO�RWKHU�LQFLGHQWV�IURP� WKH�VHULHV�FRXOG�EH�FRP SDUHG�DQG�FRQWUDVWHG�

ZLWK�ELEOLFDO�SDVVDJHV�DQG�HDFK�UHDG�LQ�WKH�OLJKW�RI�WKH�RWKHU��6XFK�D�SUDFWLFH�

WDNHV�DV�D�PRGHO�WKH�ZD\�LQ�ZKLFK�/ DUU\�.UHLW] HU�¶UHYHUVHV�WKH�KHUP HQHXWLFDO�

IORZ·� LQ�RUGHU�WR�H[SORUH�KRZ� ¶WKH�GLYHUVLW\� RI�PHDQLQJ�LQKHUHQW�LQ�ELEOLFDO�WH[WV�

FDQ�EH�EURXJKW�RXW·� WKURXJK�DQ�H[DPLQDWLRQ�RI�NH\�ZRUNV�RI� OLWHUDWXUH�DQG�

ILOP���� �3RVVLEOH�H[DP SOHV�LQFOXGH��0DO·V�WHVWLQJ�H[SHULHQFH�LQ�WKH�HP SW\� VKLS�

GXULQJ�2XW�RI� *DV���� �DORQJVLGH�WKH�WHPSWDWLRQ�RI�- HVXV�LQ�WKH�ZLOGHUQHVV��

                                                           
120 Whedon, Firefly, Episode 1.3. In this exchange Book is trying to persuade Mal to go to the aid of another 
ship. Erickson states: ‘For Mal to base his decision making process on a paradigmatic narrative taken from 
the Bible would be too easy. Mal stil l believes in right and wrong and the possibili ty and necessity of making 
ethical choices, but he no longer believes in the religious connection to these decisions’ . Erickson, ‘Humanity 
in a “Place of Nuthin” ’ in Wilcox & Cochran, Investigating Firefly, pp.173-174. 
121 Whedon, Firefly, Episode 1.7. 
122 Whedon, Firefly, Episode 1.13. 
123 Whedon, Firefly, Episode 1.9. 
124 A connection suggested by Koontz, Faith and Choice, p.106. 
125 Kreitzer, Gospel Images, pp.15-16. 
126 Whedon, Firefly, Episode 1.8. 
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�/XNH�������� ��5 LYHU·V�MR\� DW�SHHULQJ�LQWR�¶WKH�EODFN·�LQ�%XVKZDFNHG���� �DQG�WKH�

VKLQLQJ�IDFH�RI�0 RVHV�ZKHQ�KH�HPHUJHG�IURP�WKH�FORXG�RI�* RG·V�SUHVHQFH��

� ( [RGXV��������� � ���� RU�WKH�FULHV�RI� SDLQ�WKDW�5LYHU�FRQVWDQWO\� KHDUV�DQG�WKH�

H[SHULHQFH�RI�- HVXV�YLHZHG�WKURXJK�WKH�OHQV�RI�WKH�6XIIHULQJ�6HUYDQW��

�,VDLDK�� ���� �� �

�

7KLV�FKDSWHU�IRFXVHV�RQ�WZR�IXUWKHU�VFHQDULRV��)LUVWO\�RQ�0DO·V�H[ SHULHQFH�LQ�

6HUHQLW\�9 DOOH\�� WKHQ�RQ�%RRN·V�DUULYDO�RQ�WKH�VKLS��7KHVH�VLWXDWLRQV�DUH�H[SORUHG�

WKURXJK�IDQILFV��Z KLFK�,�KDYH�ZULWWHQ�LQ�RUGHU�WR�H[ SHULPHQW�ZLWK�DQ�DOWHUQDWLYH�

DQG�LPDJLQDWLYH�ZD\� RI�LQYHVWLJDWLQJ�WKH�QDWXUH�RI� EHOLHI� DQG�FKXUFK���

�

6XFK�DQ�DSSURDFK�KDV�EHHQ�FKRVHQ�EHFDXVH�RI�WKH�VLJQLILFDQFH�RI�VWRU\WHOOLQJ��

ERWK�DP RQJVW�GHYRWHHV�RI�WKH�VKRZ� DQG�ZLWKLQ�WKH�HP HUJLQJ�FKXUFK�P RYHP HQW��) RU�

LQVWDQFH��VHYHUDO�IDQV�KDYH�ZULWWHQ�VLPLODU�IDQILFV�WKDW�HQJDJH�ZLWK�VSLULWXDO�LVVXHV�

VXFK�DV�SUD\ HU�RU�GRXEW� ��� �0 RUHRYHU��'H/ XVp�IRXQG�WKH�SUDFWLFH�RI� WDNLQJ�D�

ILFWLRQDO�VWRU\OLQH�� DQG�HP SDWKHWLFDOO\� UHIOHFWLQJ�RQ�LW��WR�EH�D�KHDOLQJ�H[SHULHQFH�

DNLQ�WR�FRQYHUVLRQ� ��� �0 HDQZKLOH��I URP� WKH�HP HUJLQJ�FKXUFK�SHUVSHFWLYH�� WKHUH�DUH�

VHYHUDO�UHFHQW�H[DP SOHV�RI�VWRU\WHOOLQJ�DV�D�ZD\� RI� H[SORULQJ�WKH�&KULVWLDQ�IDLWK���� �

 

                                                           
127 Whedon, Firefly, Episode 1.3. 
128 For example http://www.fanfiction.net/s/3871307/1/Thanks_From_the_Inside and 
http://www.fanfiction.net/s/1146951/1/Faith_for_the_Fearful accessed 9 February 2009. 
129 DeLusé, ‘More Than Entertainment’ in Davidson, Psychology of Whedon, pp.155-169. 
130 For example Cron, IM, Chasing Francis (Colorado Springs, CO: NavPress, 2006). 
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) URP� WKH�OLJKW�RI� FHUWDLQW\� LQWR�WKH�GDUN�QLJKW�RI� WKH�VRXO�

,Q�WKLV�IDQILF�0DO·V�FULVLV�RI�IDLWK�LV�MX[WDSRVHG�ZLWK�VHYHUDO�GLIIHUHQW�

ELEOLFDO�LP DJHV��*HQHVLV������ 5XWK�� ��������- RE��������3V DOPV������ ��DQG��

��� � ������ 0 DWWKHZ� � � ������� �� DQG���� � ���/ XNH��� � ��� DQG�LV�GHVFULEHG�LQ�WKH�IRUP�

RI� D�P\WK�ZKLFK�UHIOHFWV�LWV�VHWWLQJ�DW�WKH�VWDUW��JHQHVLV�� RI�WKH�ILUVW�HSLVRGH��

7KLV�VWRU\�FRP SOHP HQWV�WKH�GLVFXVVLRQ�LQ�FKDSWHU�WZR�DQG�LV�FULWLTXHG�LQ�FKDSWHU�

VL[��

�

,Q�WKH�EHJLQQLQJ�GDUNQHVV�FRYHUHG�WKH�YDOOH\�RI�WKH�VKDGRZ� RI� GHDWK�� $QG�

OLJKW�VKRQH�LQ�WKH�GDUNQHVV�²�WKH�OLJKW�RI�J XQILUH�²�DQG�LQ�WKH�OLJKW�VWRRG�WKH�PDQ�

DQG�WKH�ZRP DQ���6LGH�E\�VLGH�WKH\�I RXJKW�� XQLWHG�ZLWK�RWKHUV�LQ�WKHLU�EDWWOH�IRU�

GLVXQLRQ�DQG�LQGHSHQGHQFH���� �1RWKLQJ�ZDV�LPSRVVLEOH�IRU�WKLV�P DQ�� KH�IHOW�IXOO�

RI�WKH�6SLULW�RI�*R G�� +H�ZRUH�WKH�V\PERO�RI�KLV�IDLWK�FORVH�WR�KLV�KHDUW��*R G�ZDV�

RQ�KLV�VLGH�� *RG�ZRXOG�QRW�OHW�KLP�GRZQ���

�

$QG�WKH�P DQ�VWRRG�LQ�WKH�GDUNQHVV�DQG�SURFODLP HG�YLFWRU\��+H�Z DV�

REOLYLRXV�WR�WKH�VFHQH�RI�FKDRV�DQG�GHVWUXFWLRQ�DOO�DURXQG�KLP ��+ H�NQHZ�WKDW�

HYHQ�LI� KH�IHOO�WKH�DQJHOV�ZRXOG�FDWFK�KLP��+H�NLVVHG�WKH�V\PERO�RI�KLV�IDLWK�«�

DQG�LQ�WKDW�NLVV�H[SHULHQFHG�EHWUD\DO�� �

�

7KH�ZRPDQ�EURXJKW�WKH�ZRUG�WR�KLP��¶2XU�RUGHUV�DUH�WR�VXUUHQGHU�� 1R�RQH�

LV�FRPLQJ�WR�VDYH�XV�·��

                                                           
131 A line inspired by a description of the Confederate Army of Northern Virginia: ‘ It is an army of 
remarkable unity, fighting for disunion.’ Shaara, Killer Angels, pp.xxv-xxvi. 
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7KH�ZDU�ZDV�ORVW�DQG�VR�ZDV�WKH�P DQ���

�

7KH�ORRN�LQ�KLV�H\HV�VDLG�LW�DOO��¶0\�*RG��ZK\�K DYH�\ RX�IRUVDNHQ�P H"·� �

�

$IWHU�ORQJ�GD\ V�DQG�QLJKWV�RI�IXUWKHU�VXIIHULQJ�KH�ZDONHG�DZD\�IURP�WKDW�

YDOOH\�²� WKRXJK�VRP H�VD\�WKDW�KH�QHYHU�UHDOO\�OHIW��+H�UHWXUQHG��IRU�D�EULHI�WLPH��

WR�WKH�UDQFK�ZKHUH�KH�ZDV�EURXJKW�XS�� DQG�WR�WKH�FKXUFK�FRPP XQLW\�Z KHUH�WKH��

VHHGV�RI� KLV�IDLWK�KDG�EHHQ�SODQWHG�DQG�QXUWXUHG�� +LV�UHWXUQ�VWLUUHG�XS�

VRPHWKLQJ�LQ�WKRVH�KH�P HW��7KH\� GLG�QRW�NQRZ�Z KDW�WR�VD\�WR�KLP��EXW�KLV�

EURNHQQHVV�VSLOW�RXW�WKURXJK�WKH�RQO\�SDUW�RI� WKH�%LEOH�WKDW�P DGH�DQ\�VHQVH��+H�

WROG�KLV�RZQ�VWRU\�WKURXJK�1DRPL·V�ZRUGV��

&DOO�P H�QR�ORQJHU��0 DOFROP��ZKLFK�PHDQV�¶IROORZHU�RI�6W�&ROXP ED·��
&DOO�P H�0 DO��ZKLFK�LV�/DWLQ�IRU�¶EDG·� �
) RU�WKH�$OPLJKW\� KDV�GHDOW�ZLWK�P H�EDGO\��
,�ZHQW�DZD\� IXOO�EXW�WKH�/ RUG�KDV�EURXJKW�P H�EDFN�HP SW\���
: K\�F DOO�PH�0 DOFROP��ZKHQ�WKH�/ RUG�KDV�GHDOW�KDUVKO\�ZLWK�P H� �
$QG�WKH�$OPLJKW\� KDV�EURXJKW�FDODPLW\� XSRQ�P H� ��� �
�

� �

,Q�KLV�UDJH�KH�FULHG�RXW�WR�* RG��¶+RZ�FRXOG�\ RX�OHW�WKH�$OOLDQFH�ZLQ"�

,�SXW�P\�WUXVW�LQ�\ RX��,�Z DV�GRLQJ�WKH�LPSRVVLEOH�IRU�\RX��<RX�DEDQGRQHG�PH�·��

�

7KHQ�KH�WXUQHG�WR�WKH�FRQJUHJDWLRQ�DQG�VDLG��¶+RZ� FRXOG�\ RX�KDYH�VR�

GHFHLYHG�\ RXUVHOYHV�DQG�GHFHLYHG�PH�LQWR�EHOLHYLQJ�WKDW�WKHUH�ZDV�D�* RG�ZKR�

ORYHV�DQG�FDUHV�IRU�XV"�: HOO�,�DLP�WR�P DNH�VXUH�QR�RQH�HOVH�P DNHV�WKDW�PLVWDNH��

                                                           
132 Meaning of the name Malcolm taken from 
http://www.babynames.co.uk/meaning_origin_name_Malcolm.htm accessed 31 January 2009. River points 
out in The Train Job (Whedon, Firefly, Episode 1.2) that Mal means bad. There is no evidence in Firefly that 
his name changed at this point. ‘Mal’ seems to be his preferred name; he is usually only called ‘Malcolm’ on 
official records. 
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6HH�� ,�FULHG�RXW�WR�* RG�IRU�KHOS�DQG�KH�GLGQ·W�FRPH��,� OLVWHQHG�IRU�KLV�YRLFH�DQG�

WKH�VLOHQFH�ZDV�GHDIHQLQJ��1 RZ�,�J RWWD�JR�RQ�OLYLQJ�LQ�D�·9HUVH�WKDW·V�JRLQJ�WR�EH�

YHU\�GLIIHUHQW�IURP� WKH�RQH�,�IRXJKW�IRU��$QG�RQO\�RQH�WKLQJ�LV�FHUWDLQ�LQ�WKLV�QHZ�

OLIH�²�WKHUH�LV�QR�* RG�²�ZH�OLYH�DQG�GLH�DORQH�·�

�

/ LIH�RQ�6HUHQLW\� WKURXJK�WKH�H\ HV�RI� D�JDUGHQHU���� �

� 7KH�IROORZLQJ�VWRU\��Z ULWWHQ�DV�D�ILUVW�SHUVRQ�UHIOHFWLYH�QDUUDWLYH��

LPDJLQHV�WKDW�%RRN�KDV�WUDYHOOHG�WKURXJK�WLPH�WR�� ����Z KHUH�KH�KDV�WKH�

RSSRUWXQLW\�WR�DGGUHVV�D�JURXS�VWXG\LQJ�PLVVLRORJ\��+H�LV�DVNHG�WR�DQVZHU�WKH�

TXHVWLRQ�WKDW�OLHV�DW�WKH�KHDUW�RI�WKLV�GLVVHUWDWLRQ��¶+RZ�P LJKW�FKXUFK�HPHUJH�RQ�

ERDUG�6HUHQLW\ "·�5 DWKHU�WKDQ�EHLQJ�GLUHFWO\�OLQNHG�WR�D�ELEOLFDO�WH[ W��WKLV�IDQILF�

H[SORUHV�WKH�QDWXUH�RI�WKH�HPHUJLQJ�FKXUFK�� 7KH�FRQFHSWV�LQWURGXFHG�LQ�WKLV�

ILFWLRQDO�GLVFRXUVH�DUH�FULWLTXHG�LQ�WKH�IROORZLQJ�VHFWLRQ�DQG�WKHQ�H[SORUHG�

IXUWKHU�LQ�FKDSWHU�ILYH��

�

,�DP�JRLQJ�WR�GUDZ� RQ�P\� H[SHULHQFH�RI� ZRUNLQJ�LQ�WKH�JDUGHQ�DW�

6RXWKGRZQ�$EEH\� LQ�RUGHU�WR�DQVZHU�WKH�TXHVWLRQ��¶+RZ� PLJKW�FKXUFK�HPHUJH�

DERDUG�6HUHQLW\"·�,Q�WKH�JDUGHQ�P\�K DQGV�KDG�EHHQ�GLUWLHG��P\�E DFN�KDG�DFKHG�

DQG�,�KDG�NQRZQ�WKH�IUXVWUDWLRQ�RI�SODQV�WKDW�KDG�JRQH�DZU\�� EXW�,�KDG�DOVR�

OHDUQW�WR�VSRW�IUDJLOH�VLJQV�RI� QHZ�OLIH�DQG�JURZWK�� DQG�WR�GHOLJKW�LQ�WKH�PLUDFOH�

WKDW�WXUQHG�D�VHHG�LQWR�D�SODQW�WKDW�IORZHUHG�DQG�SURGXFHG�IUXLW� �

                                                           
133 The original longer version of this fanfic is posted on my blog,  
http://serenity-firefly.blogspot.com/2009/02/fanfic-about-shepherd-book-and-emerging.html and on 
http://www.fanfiction.net/s/4868557/1/ accessed 28 February 2009. 
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5HDSSO\LQJ�WKLV�NQRZOHGJH�WR�WKH�HYHQWV�,�HQFRXQWHUHG�ZKHQ�,�ERDUGHG�

6HUHQLW\��,� DP� DEOH�WR�REVHUYH�WKH�WHQGHU�VKRRWV�RI� DQ�HPHUJLQJ�FKXUFK�� 7KH�

ILUVW�VLJQ�FDPH�DV�,�OHIW�EHKLQG�WKH�RUGHUHG�OLIH�DW�WKH�DEEH\�IRU�WKH�FKDRV�RI�

(DYHVGRZQ�' RFNV�� ,Q�WKH�PLGVW�RI� WKH�WXUPRLO�,�PHW�VRP HRQH�ZKR�ZDV�UHDOO\�

ZLOOLQJ�WR�SD\�DWWHQWLRQ�WR�P H��. D\OHH�REVHUYHG�P\� LQWHUHVW�LQ�VKLSV�DQG�P\�

LQGLIIHUHQFH�DERXW�WKH�GHVWLQDWLRQ�� ,Q�DGGLWLRQ��VKH�SHUFHLYHG�VRPHWKLQJ�RI� P\�

LGHQWLW\�WKDW�,�KDGQ·W�IXOO\� DSSUHFLDWHG�P\ VHOI��7KLV�KHOSHG�P H�WR�EHJLQ�WR�SXW�

LQWR�ZRUGV�P\�UHDVRQ�IRU�EHLQJ�WKHUH���

�

: KHQ�,�ZDV�LQWURGXFHG�WR�WKH�UHVW�RI�FUHZ�,�TXLFNO\� UHDOL]HG�WKDW�WKH\�

ZHUH�QRW�DOO�DV�ZDUP� DQG�ZHOFRPLQJ�DV�.D\OHH�� 7KXV�� ,�IRXQG�P\ VHOI�OLYLQJ�

DORQJVLGH�SHRSOH�ZKR�ZHUH�RSHQ�WR�P\�& KULVWLDQ�IDLWK�� DV�ZHOO�DV�WKRVH�ZKR�KDG�

FORVHG�HYHU\� SDUW�RI� WKHPVHOYHV�RII�I URP�* RG��$W�WLPHV�,�GLVDJUHHG�ZLWK�DQG�

FKDOOHQJHG�WKH�RWKHUV�²�DQG�WKH\ �� LQ�WXUQ��FKDOOHQJHG�P H�DQG�P\�EHOLHIV��< HW��

WKURXJK�VRPH�LQGHVFULEDEOH�SURFHVV��WKLV�RGG�DVVRUWPHQW�RI� SHRSOH�OHDUQW�WR�

WUXVW�RQH�DQRWKHU�DQG�EHFDPH�D�IDPLO\���SD\LQJ�SDVVHQJHUV�EHFDP H�DFFHSWHG�

�DQG�SURWHFWHG��DV�SDUW�RI� 0 DO·V�FUHZ���

�

7KH�ZD\�LQ�ZKLFK�D�FRPP XQLW\�ZDV�IRUPHG�IURP� D�JURXS�RI�YHU\� GLYHUVH�

LQGLYLGXDOV�Z DV�WKH�VHFRQG�VKRRW�RI� DQ�HP HUJLQJ�FKXUFK�DQG�ZDV�FORVHO\� OLQNHG�

WR�RWKHU�VLJQV�RI�JURZLQJ�IDLWK�� $V�D�FUHZ�ZH�VSHQW�WLPH�WRJHWKHU�DURXQG�WKH�

GLQLQJ�WDEOH�� VKDULQJ�IRRG�DQG�WHOOLQJ�VWRULHV��, W�ZDV�WKHUH�WKDW�UHODWLRQVKLSV�

EORVVRPHG�� DJUHHP HQWV�ZHUH�VHDOHG�DQG�GHFLVLRQV�ZHUH�P DGH��, Q�WKH�SURFHVV�RI�
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GHFLGLQJ�ZKDW�DFWLRQ�WR�WDNH��SHRSOH�ZRXOG�EH�VWLPXODWHG�WR�UHIOHFW�XSRQ�WKHLU�

EHOLHIV�DQG�SULRULWLHV���

�

�7KHUH�ZHUH�WLPHV�ZKHQ�,�Z DV�DEOH�WR�QXUWXUH�WKH�VHHGOLQJV�RI�FKXUFK�RU�

RI�ODWHQW�IDLWK�� VXFK�DV�ZKHQ�,�UHTXHVWHG�SHUPLVVLRQ�WR�VD\�JUDFH�GXULQJ�D�VKDUHG�

P HDO��7KH�FDSWDLQ�UHIXVHG�WR�DOORZ�P H�WR�SUD\� RXW�ORXG��VR�,�ERZHG�P\� KHDG�LQ�D�

VLOHQW�DFNQRZOHGJHPHQW�RI�*RG·V�SUHVHQFH�²�WKH�RWKHUV�ZKR�ZHUH�VLWWLQJ�DW�WKH�

WDEOH�IROORZHG�P\� H[ DPSOH���� ���

�

$V�D�VKHSKHUG�� ,�DP�LQVSLUHG�E\�WKH�ELEOLFDO�VWRU\�RI�6LPRQ�3HWHU�DV�

UHFRUGHG�LQ�- RKQ�� �������� DQG�$FWV��������� � ���/LN H�KLP��,�KDYH�EHHQ�IRUJLYHQ�

IRU�P\�S DVW�PLVWDNHV�DQG�KDYH�VHW�RXW�RQ�D�MRXUQH\�WR�DQ�XQNQRZQ�GHVWLQDWLRQ��

1RZ� ,�DP� EHLQJ�FRQWLQXDOO\� WUDQVIRUPHG�²�RU�FRQYHUWHG��� E\� WKRVH�,�PHHW�DORQJ�

WKH�ZD\ � ��� �,·P�OHDUQLQJ�WR�UHFRJQL]H�WKH�YRLFH�RI�*RG�WKURXJK�P DQ\� GLIIHUHQW�

VRXUFHV��,Q�SDUWLFXODU�� ,�I RXQG�P\VHOI�FRQIHVVLQJ�P\�IH DUV�DQG�IDLOLQJV�WR�,QDUD��

ZKR��LQ�D�VXEYHUVLRQ�RI�WKH�WUDGLWLRQDO�UROHV�RI�WKH�SUHDFKHU�DQG�WKH�SURVWLWXWH��

DEVROYHG�PH��,�DP� VWLOO�WU\ LQJ�WR�IDWKRP�WKH�VLJQLILFDQFH�RI� WKLV�� ,QDUD�� WKH�

%XGGKLVW��EOHVVHG�P H�� %RRN��WKH�&KULVWLDQ� ��� �

�

6R�KDYH�,�DQVZHUHG�\RXU�TXHVWLRQ"�+DV�D�FKXUFK�HPHUJHG�RQ�ERDUG�

6HUHQLW\"�,I�\ RX�ZHUH�H[SHFWLQJ�6XQGD\�VHUYLFHV�WR�EH�KHOG�� - D\QH�WR�VLQJ�K\PQV�

DQG�WKH�FDSWDLQ�WR�DQVZHU�DQ�DOWDU�FDOO�WKHQ�\ RX�ZLOO�EH�GLVDSSRLQWHG�� %XW�LI�

                                                           
134 Based on a scene from Whedon, Firefly, Episode 1.1. 
135 For the way in which Peter was ‘converted’ through his encounter with Cornelius in Acts 10:1-11:18 see 
Riddell, M, Threshold of the Future (London: SPCK, 1998), pp.17-28. 
136 This event took place during Whedon, Firefly, Episode 1.1. 
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\ RXU�GHILQLWLRQ�RI�FKXUFK�LV�D�FRPP XQLW\�I RFXVHG�DURXQG�- HVXV��� �P D\ EH�\RX�ZLOO�

DFNQRZOHGJH�WKDW�WKH�VHHGV�WKDW�PLJKW�RQH�GD\�JURZ�LQWR�FKXUFK�ZHUH�DOUHDG\�

WDNLQJ�URRW��

�

' LJJLQJ�GHHSHU�

: KLOVW�DFNQRZOHGJLQJ�WKDW�LW�ZRXOG�VHHP�UDWKHU�REVHVVLYH�� RU�

SUHVXPSWXRXV�� WR�EH�ORRNLQJ�I RU�VLJQV�RI�FKXUFK�LQ�HYHU\�VLWXDWLRQ�WKDW�RQH�

HQFRXQWHUV�� WKLV�FULWLTXH�KLJKOLJKWV�VHYHUDO�NH\�SRLQWV��P DGH�ZLWKLQ�WKH�IDQILF��

WKDW�DUH�UHOHYDQW�WR�WKH�HPHUJLQJ�FRQYHUVDWLRQ�� �

�

3LFNLQJ�XS�WKH�LPDJH�RI� %RRN�DV�D�JDUGHQHU� ��� �DOORZV�DQRWKHU�DVSHFW�RI�

KLV�LGHQWLW\ �� DQG�RI� KLV�UROH�DV�D�SULHVW�� WR�EH�H[SORUHG��,W�DOVR�SURYLGHV�D�KHOSIXO�

OHQV�WKURXJK�ZKLFK�WR�LQYHVWLJDWH�WKH�SURFHVV�RI�KRZ� D�FKXUFK�HPHUJHV��7KH�

LPDJH�RI� D�JDUGHQ�LV�LQ�OLQH�ZLWK�DQ�RUJDQLF��QDWXUDO�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�RI�FKXUFK��

0HP EHUV�DUH�UHTXLUHG�WR�JHW�WKHLU�KDQGV�GLUW\� DQG�GR�DOO�WKH\� FDQ�WR�QXUWXUH�

IUDJLOH�OLIH�� EXW�WKH�VHFUHW�RI�LWV�JURZWK�LV�RXWVLGH�RI� WKHLU�FRQWURO��,W�LPSOLHV�DQ�

XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�RI� WKH�SXUSRVH�RI�VHDVRQV�DQG�OLIH�F\FOHV�²�VRPH�H[ SUHVVLRQV�RI�

FKXUFK�P D\� EH�RDN�WUHHV�ZKLOVW�RWKHUV�DUH�EHDXWLIXO��EXW�VKRUW�OLYHG��IORZHUV���

�

7KLV�ZD\� RI� SLFWXULQJ�WKH�HPHUJLQJ�FKXUFK�SURP SWV�PDQ\� TXHVWLRQV��: KDW�

ZRXOG�LW�P HDQ�IRU�WKH�JDUGHQHU�WR�UHPRYH�WKH�ZHHGV�IURP�VXFK�D�JDUGHQ"�' RHV�

WKH�JDUGHQHU�UHSUHVHQW�WKH�SULHVW�RU�*RG"�,V�WKH�JDUGHQ�FXOWLYDWHG�LQWR�QHDW�DQG�

                                                           
137 ‘Church is what happens when people gather round Jesus.’  
http://www.sharetheguide.org/section1/4/essence accessed 13 February 2009. 
138 From an aside made in Whedon, Firefly, Episode 1.1. 
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WLG\� URZV�RI�IORZHUV�DQG�YHJHWDEOHV�� RU�GRHV�LW�UHVHPEOH�D�ZLOGOLIH�DUHD"�: KDW�

OLJKW�GRHV�WKLV�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�RI�FKXUFK�VKHG�RQ�WR�WKH�JURZWK�SDUDEOHV�RI�- HVXV�

�0DUN�������� � ������������ DQG�YLFH�YHUVD"�

�

&KDSWHU�WKUHH�H[ SORUHG�%RRN�DQG�.D\OHH·V�GXRORJXH�LQ�RUGHU�WR�DVFHUWDLQ�

ZKHWKHU�%RRN�FRXOG�EH�GHVFULEHG�DV�D�PLVVLRQDO�FKDUDFWHU��7KLV�IDQILF�WXUQV�WKDW�

LPDJH�RQ�LWV�KHDG�E\� LOOXVWUDWLQJ�WKDW�.D\OHH�LV�DFWXDOO\�DQ�LQVSLUDWLRQDO�PLVVLRQDO�

ILJXUH��5HYLHZLQJ�WKH�H[FKDQJH��SDJH�����I URP� WKLV�SHUVSHFWLYH�LW�FDQ�EH�VHHQ�

WKDW�. D\ OHH�H[ KLELWV�PLVVLRQDO�TXDOLWLHV�E\� SD\LQJ�FDUHIXO�DWWHQWLRQ�WR�%RRN��E\�

EHLQJ�RSHQ�WR�WKH�IDFW�WKDW�KH�LV�RQ�D�¶MRXUQH\� WR�D�QRQ�VSHFLILHG�GHVWLQDWLRQ·���� �

DQG�E\� DVNLQJ�D�SHUWLQHQW�TXHVWLRQ�WKDW�HQDEOHV�KLP�WR�UHFRJQL] H�WKDW�KLV�

LGHQWLW\�LV�ERXQG�XS�ZLWK�KLV�P LVVLRQ�� ����

�

7KH�IRUP LQJ�RI�FRPP XQLW\�RQ�ERDUG�WKH�VKLS��WKH�LPSRUWDQFH�RI�VKDUHG�

P HDOV�DQG�VWRULHV��DQG�WKH�VLJQLILFDQFH�RI� WKH�SDVVHQJHUV�EHFRPLQJ�SDUW�RI� WKH�

FUHZ��VHHP� WR�UHIOHFW�SUHVHQW�GD\� P RGHOV�RI� WDEOH�RU�KRXVHKROG�FKXUFKHV� ��� �

+RZHYHU�� WKH�VWRU\� UDLVHV�D�TXHVWLRQ�DERXW�KRZ� PDQ\�F RQWHP SRUDU\�HPHUJLQJ�

FKXUFKHV�FRQWDLQ�VXFK�D�GLYHUVH�JURXS�RI� SHRSOH"�2QH�FULWLFLVP�OHYHOOHG�DJDLQVW�

WKH�HP HUJLQJ�FKXUFK�PRYHP HQW�LV�WKDW�LW�LV�IRUP HG�P DLQO\�RI�LQGLYLGXDOV�ZKR�

KDYH�OHIW�P DLQVWUHDP�FKXUFKHV�DQG�DUH�WKHUHIRUH�XQLWHG�¶DURXQG�GLVFRQWHQW�

UDWKHU�WKDQ�D�SRVLWLYH�YLVLRQ·� ��� ��

                                                           
139 Point inspired by: ‘How open are we to people who are on a journey to a non-specified destination? In 
Kaylee we see a person who is really interested in others, whose eye seems to be in tune with what we need to 
be in mission.’ http://blog.digitalorthodoxy.com/?p=647 accessed 13 February 2009. 
140 These models of church are described in Murray, S, Changing Mission (London: Churches Together in 
Britain and Ireland, 2006), pp.92-96. 
141 Murray, Changing Mission p.39. 
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$�IXUWKHU�REVHUYDWLRQ��QRWHG�LQ�WKH�IDQILF�� LV�WKDW�WKH�FUHZ�RI�6HUHQLW\�

IRUP XODWH�WKHLU�EHOLHIV�WKURXJK�UHIOHFWLQJ�XSRQ�WKH�GHFLVLRQV�WKH\�P DNH��6XFK�D�

FRQFHSW�KDV�D�FRQWULEXWLRQ�WR�P DNH�WR�WKH�RQJRLQJ�GHEDWH�DERXW�WKH�UHODWLRQVKLS�

EHWZHHQ�EHOLHYLQJ��EHORQJLQJ�DQG�EHKDYLQJ�� E\� VXJJHVWLQJ�WKDW�¶EHKDYLQJ·�P D\�

FRPH�EHIRUH�¶EHOLHYLQJ·���� �

�

7KH�QDUUDWLYH�UDLVHV�WZR�RWKHU�TXHVWLRQV��)LUVWO\��ZKDW�LV�WKH�GHILQLWLRQ�RI�

FKXUFK"�7KLV�LV�H[SORUHG�IXUWKHU�RQ�SDJHV��������6 HFRQGO\��KRZ�RSHQ�DUH�

&KULVWLDQV�WR�WKH�SRVVLELOLW\�RI�KHDULQJ�WKH�YRLFH�RI�*RG�WKURXJK�VRPHRQH�ZKRVH�

OLIHVW\OH�ZRXOG�EH�UHJDUGHG�DV�LPPRUDO��RU�ZKR�ZDV�D�IROORZHU�RI� D�GLIIHUHQW�

UHOLJLRQ"�7KLV�TXHVWLRQ�FRXOG�EH�H[WHQGHG��Z LWK�UHJDUG�WR�P\�RZ Q�SHUVRQDO�

UHIOHFWLRQV�RQ�WKLV�GLVVHUWDWLRQ��SDJH�� � ��� WR�LQFOXGH�WKH�SRVVLELOLW\�RI� KHDULQJ�

WKH�YRLFH�RI�* RG�WKURXJK�SRSXODU�FXOWXUH��

�

7R�VXPP DUL] H��WKLV�FKDSWHU�KDV�GHP RQVWUDWHG�WKH�ZD\�LQ�ZKLFK�WKH�

ILFWLRQDO�H[SHULHQFHV�RI� WKH�FKDUDFWHUV�IURP�)LUHIO\��ZK HQ�HQJDJHG�ZLWK�LQ�DQ�

LPDJLQDWLYH�ZD\��VKHG�OLJKW�RQ�ELEOLFDO�WH[ WV�DQG�RQ�FRQWHPSRUDU\�

XQGHUVWDQGLQJV�RI�WKH�QDWXUH�RI�FKXUFK���

�

                                                           
142 See Morisy, A, Journeying Out (London: Continuum, 2004), p.218. 
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5HLP DJLQLQJ�WKH�FKXUFK�²�Z K\� DQG�KRZ "�

2QH�RI�WKH�DVVXPSWLRQV�EHKLQG�WKLV�GLVVHUWDWLRQ�LV�WKDW�WKH�FKXUFK�QHHGV�WR�

EH�UHLPDJLQHG��RU�WUDQVODWHG��LQWR�HDFK�QHZ� FXOWXUH�WKDW�LW�HQFRXQWHUV�� DQG�WKDW�

WKH�SRVW�&KULVWHQGRP�Z RUOG�RI������LV� D�FXOWXUH�WR�ZKLFK�WKH�FKXUFK�LV�RQO\�MXVW�

EHJLQQLQJ�WR�UHODWH��$QRWKHU�DVVXP SWLRQ��EDFNHG�XS�E\�UHVHDUFK�FDUULHG�RXW�E\�

WKH�0 HWKRGLVW�&KXUFK��LV�WKDW�HQJDJLQJ�ZLWK�D�ILOP�WHOHYLVLRQ�VHULHV�FDQ�EH�P RUH�

WKDQ�D�IDVKLRQDEOH�WRRO�IRU�PLVVLRQ�RU�D�SUHVFULSWLYH�WHDFKLQJ�PHWKRG� ��� �5DWKHU��

LW�FDQ�EH�D�P HDQV�RI�UDLVLQJ�NH\�WKHRORJLFDO�TXHVWLRQV�IURP� DQ�DOWHUQDWLYH�

SHUVSHFWLYH�� D�ZD\� RI� EHLQJ�FKDOOHQJHG�E\� GLIIHULQJ�YLHZSRLQWV�� DQG�D�¶FDWDO\VW·�

IRU�UHFRYHULQJ�DVSHFWV�RI�I DLWK�WKDW�KDYH�EHHQ�ORVW� ��� �

�

� ,Q�OLQH�ZLWK�WKHVH�DVVXPSWLRQV�WKLV�FKDSWHU�PDNHV�VRP H�VXJJHVWLRQV�IRU�

ZD\V�LQ�ZKLFK�WKH�FKXUFK�FDQ�HQJDJH�LQ�D�SURFHVV�RI�LQFXOWXUDWLRQ�LQ�������

3DUWLFXODU�DWWHQWLRQ�LV�SDLG�WR�WKH�UROH�RI� WKH�LPDJLQDWLRQ��Z D\V�RI� XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�

FRPP XQLW\��N H\� WKHRORJLFDO�TXHVWLRQV�UDLVHG�E\�S RSXODU�FXOWXUH�� WKH�SRZHU�RI�

VWRU\WHOOLQJ��WKH�FRQFHSW�RI� SULHVWKRRG�DQG�WKH�' 1$�RI�FKXUFK� �

�

                                                           
143 ‘For the Methodist Church, this research suggests that we need to recognize and engage with the social 
function that film plays in the lives of people, especially those in their 20s and 30s. Initial responses may 
include opportunities for reflection on film. Such interaction needs to move away from prescriptive teaching 
and allow a more open discussion and critique of film and associated issues.  Responses, for example, to 
violence or to a perceived anti-Christian bias should not be simplistic …’ 
http://www.methodist.org.uk/static/conf2005/co_12a_the20s30sinitiative_0505.doc accessed 20 February 
2009. 
144 The last point is inspired by the following comments: ‘An engagement between theology and future fiction 
is … particularly significant in the raising of questions …which are of fundamental significance for the 
theologian but which perhaps may benefit from being raised from a different, unusual and imaginative 
perspective.’ Alsford, M, What If? (London: Darton, Longman and Todd, 2000), p.47 and ‘Sometimes the 
mission context serves not only as a theatre for adapting the presentation of Christianity; it also serves as a 
catalyst for recovering something essential and precious within Christianity.’ Hunter, Celtic Way of 
Evangelism, p.85. 
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,P DJLQH�WKLV�« �

$V�REVHUYHG�RQ�SDJH���� WKH�ZULWHUV�RI�)LUHIO\�KDYH�EHHQ�YHU\�LPDJLQDWLYH��

7KH\� KDYH�EOHQGHG�WRJHWKHU�GLIIHUHQW�JHQUHV��FRP ELQHG�DQFLHQW�DQG�IXWXULVWLF�

LPDJHV�� SRDFKHG�LGHDV�IURP�RWKHU�FXOWXUHV�DQG�VXEYHUWHG�WKH�WUDGLWLRQDO�

H[SHFWDWLRQV�RI�D�VFLHQFH�ILFWLRQ�VWRU\OLQH��7 KHUH�DUH�PDQ\� LQVWDQFHV�RI� WKH�ZD\ V�

LQ�ZKLFK�WKH�SUHVHQW�GD\� FKXUFK�DOVR�DFWV�LQ�D�VLPLODUO\�UHVRXUFHIXO�ZD\ �� 2QH�

H[ DPSOH�ZRXOG�EH�' RQDOG�0 LOOHU·V�H[SHULHQFH�RI� VHWWLQJ�XS�FRQIHVVLRQ�ERRWKV�RQ�

D�FROOHJH�FDPSXV�GXULQJ�D�UDYH��UDWKHU�WKDQ�KHDULQJ�FRQIHVVLRQV�WKH�

FRQWHPSRUDU\� ¶P RQNV·�FRQIHVVHG�WKH�IDLOLQJV�RI�&KULVWLDQLW\� WR�WKRVH�ZKR�

HQWHUHG� ��� ��

�

7KHUH�DUH�VRP H�SLWIDOOV�ZLWK�WKLV�VRUW�RI� LQJHQXLW\ �� -XVW�DV�: KHGRQ�ZDV�

FULWLFL] HG�IRU�XVLQJ�$VLDQ�DUWHIDFWV�LQ�)LUHIO\�ZLWKRXW�DFWXDOO\�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�

WKHLU�RULJLQDO�VLJQLILFDQFH� ��� �&KULVWLDQV�WUHDG�D�ILQH�OLQH�EHWZHHQ��VD\��

UHLPDJLQLQJ�WKH�XVH�RI�WKH�FRQIHVVLRQ�ERRWK�DQG�WUDP SOLQJ�RQ��Z KDW�LV�IRU�

RWKHUV��VDFUHG�JURXQG�� +RZHYHU�� D�SUD\HUIXO�XVH�RI� WKH�LPDJLQDWLRQ��FDUULHG�RXW�

LQ�DQ�DXWKHQWLF�ZD\ ��VKRXOG�EH�HQFRXUDJHG�DQG�FDQ�EH�GHYHORSHG�E\�UHIOHFWLQJ�

XSRQ�H[ DPSOHV�RI� FUHDWLYLW\�IR XQG�ZLWKLQ�SRSXODU�FXOWXUH��

�

                                                           
145 Mil ler, D, Blue Like Jazz (Nashvil le, TN: Thomas Nelson, 2003), pp.116-127. 
146 Wright, LA, ‘Asian Objects in Space’ in Espenson, Finding Serenity, pp.29-35. In his defence, what he 
did was in line with the postmodern precept that no symbol has a fixed meaning. 
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/ RRN�DQG�OLVWHQ�

� ,W�KDV�DOUHDG\�EHHQ�QRWHG��SDJH����� WKDW�WKH�FKXUFK�RI��� � ��FDQ�WDNH�

LQVSLUDWLRQ�IURP� REVHUYLQJ�WKH�QDWXUH�RI�FRPPX QLW\�I RUP HG�E\�WKH�JURXS�RI�

LQWHUGHSHQGHQW�IHOORZ� WUDYHOOHUV�RQ�6HUHQLW\��6LPLODUO\��PXFK�FDQ�EH�OHDUQW�IURP�

ORRNLQJ�DW�WKH�IDQ�EDVH�DWWUDFWHG�E\�WKH�VKRZ �� �6RPH�¶IROORZHUV·� RI�D�SURJUDPP H�

OLNH�)LUHIO\�GR�QRW�MXVW�ZDWFK�LW�� WKH\� HQJDJH�ZLWK�LW�LQ�D�FUHDWLYH�ZD\� WKXV�

P DNLQJ�WKH�VWRULHV�WKHLU�RZQ�� 7KHUH�DUH�FRPPXQLWLHV�WKDW�H[LVW�LQ�RUGHU�WR�

HQDEOH�WKLV�SURFHVV� ��� �7KDW�ODVW�VHQWHQFH�FRXOG�EH�UHZULWWHQ�DV�D�GHILQLWLRQ�RI�

FKXUFK��WKDW�LV�� D�FRPPXQLW\�WKDW�H[LVWV�VR�WKDW�SHRSOH�FDQ�SDUWLFLSDWH�LQ�WKH�

* RG�VWRULHV�WKDW�DUH�WROG��

�

2QH�RI�WKH�GDQJHUV�RI� EHLQJ�D�IDQ�LV�WKDW�WKH�

VKRZ� DQG�DOO�WKLQJV�DVVRFLDWHG�ZLWK�LW�� VXFK�DV�LWV�

FUHDWRU�DQG�WKH�DFWRUV�ZKR�SOD\� WKH�FKDUDFWHUV��

FDQ�DOPRVW�EHFRP H�LGROV� ��� �2 Q�WKH�RWKHU�KDQG��LW�

KDV�EHHQ�REVHUYHG�WKDW�ZLWKLQ�WKH�HPHUJLQJ�FKXUFK�

LW�LV�SRVVLEOH�WR�ZRUVKLS�WKH�LGHD�RI�¶FRPP XQLW\·��

UDWKHU�WKDQ�VHHLQJ�LW�PHUHO\�DV�D�PHDQV�WKURXJK�ZKLFK�WR�HQFRXQWHU�*RG� ��� �

�

$QRWKHU�ZD\� LQ�ZKLFK�WKH�FKXUFK�FDQ�EH�FKDOOHQJHG�LV�WKURXJK�SD\LQJ�

DWWHQWLRQ�WR�WKH�IDLWK�H[SHULHQFHV�RI� FKDUDFWHUV�OLNH�0DO�� $OWKRXJK�DQ�

                                                           
147 Such as http://www.fanfiction.net/community/Stories_From_the_Black/44796/ accessed 30 January 2009. 
148 T-shirt picture taken from http://dkoontz.files.wordpress.com/2008/08/joss_whedon_master_shirt.jpg 
accessed 28 February 2009. 
149 See Dalpra, C, ‘Chasing the Dream: Starting Community’ , Encounters on the Edge, Number 37 (Easter 
2008), p.7. 
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XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�RI� GLIIHUHQW�VWDJHV�RI�I DLWK�
��� �FDQ�EH�KHOSIXO��LW�LV�LPSRUWDQW�WR�

HPSDWKHWLFDOO\�OLVWHQ�WR�SHUVRQDO�VWRULHV�RI� EURNHQ�IDLWK�ZLWKRXW�D�VHW�DJHQGD�RU�

D�FOLFKpG�UHVSRQVH��, Q�WKH�ILUVW�HSLVRGH�RI� )LUHIO\�ERWK�6LP RQ�DQG�%RRN�FRQIHVV�

WKHLU�GRXEWV�DQG�ZRUULHV�WR�,QDUD� ��� �,W�LV�LQWHUHVWLQJ�WKDW�WKH�QDP H�FKRVHQ�E\�

: KHGRQ�WR�GHVFULEH�,QDUD·V�SURIHVVLRQ�LV�¶FRPSDQLRQ·�� 8VLQJ�WKH�ZRUG�LQ�D�

GLIIHUHQW�VHQVH��LW�FRXOG�EH�VXJJHVWHG�WKDW�WKH�FKXUFK�QHHGV�WR�EH�D�QRQ�

MXGJHP HQWDO�FRPSDQLRQ�ZLWK�ZKRP�SHRSOH�FDQ�VKDUH�WKHLU�SDLQ�DQG�IHDU��

�

,Q�DGGLWLRQ�WKH�FKXUFK�FRXOG�FULWLTXH�WKH�ZD\�LQ�ZKLFK�LW�DGGUHVVHV�WKH�

NH\� WKHRORJLFDO�TXHVWLRQV�WKDW�DUH�UDLVHG�RU�KLJKOLJKWHG�ZLWKLQ�SRSXODU�FXOWXUH��

,Q�WKLV�SDUWLFXODU�FDVH�WKH�LVVXHV�UDLVHG�E\� )LUHIO\�LQFOXGH��FDQ�WKH�SDVW�EH�

UHGHHPHG��KRZ�FDQ�EURNHQ�OLYHV�EH�IL[HG��ZKDW�P DNHV�XS�D�SHUVRQ·V�LGHQWLW\ ��

DQG�GRHV�*RG�H[LVW�DQG�LI�VR�ZKDW�GLIIHUHQFH�GRHV�KLV�H[LVWHQFH�P DNH�WR�RUGLQDU\�

OLYHV"���

�

7KHVH�TXHVWLRQV�FDQ�EH�DSSURDFKHG�� QRW�ZLWK�DQ�DWWLWXGH�RI�VXSHULRULW\��

EXW�ZLWK�D�ZLOOLQJQHVV�WR�KRQHVWO\�JUDSSOH�ZLWK�WKH�LVVXHV�DORQJVLGH�WKRVH�ZKR�

DUH�WDFNOLQJ�WKHP�IURP� DQ�DOWHUQDWLYH�SHUVSHFWLYH��7 KLV�PHDQV�RIIHULQJ�WKH�

UHVRXUFHV�RI�&KULVWLDQLW\��VXFK�DV�LWV�WUDGLWLRQV��Z D\V�RI� LQWHUSUHWLQJ�WKH�%LEOH�

DQG�&KULVWLDQ�WHVWLPRQ\��LQWR�WKH�GLVFXVVLRQ�DQG�DOORZLQJ�WKHP� WR�FKDOOHQJH�� DQG�

EH�FKDOOHQJHG�E\�� RWKHU�SRLQWV�RI�YLHZ��%HLQJ�SDUW�RI� D�FRPP XQLW\�WKDW�LV�

ZUHVWOLQJ��* HQHVLV���� ������� ZLWK�GHHS�VSLULWXDO�WUXWKV�LV�DQRWKHU�DXWKHQWLF�

H[SUHVVLRQ�RI� FKXUFK��

                                                           
150 For a critique of James Fowler’s stages of faith see Richter and Francis, Gone But Not, pp.53-56. 
151 Whedon, Firefly, Episode 1.1. 
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$�VWRU\� WR�WHOO�

� - HIIUH\� %XVVROLQL�H[SODLQV�KRZ�WKH�DFFRXQW�RI� WKH�FUHDWLRQ�RI� WKH��

5HDYHUV�
��� �FDQ�EH�YLHZHG�DV�D�FULWLTXH�RI�I RUHLJQ�SROLF\�ZLWKLQ�WKH�8QLWHG�

6WDWHV� ��� �7KLV�LV�DQ�H[ DPSOH�RI�WKH�SRZHU�RI� VWRU\ WHOOLQJ�DV�D�FRXQWHU�FXOWXUDO�

WRRO��/LNHZLVH��WKH�FKXUFK�KDV�ERWK�D�VWRU\�WR�WHOO��WKH�JRVSHO��DQG�D�

UHVSRQVLELOLW\��J XLGHG�E\� WKDW�VWRU\�LWVHOI��WR�VSHDN�RXW�LQ�D�ZD\� WKDW�LV��

VRPHWLPHV��FRXQWHU�FXOWXUDO��7KH�FKXUFK�FDQ�HDUQ�WKH�ULJKW�WR�EH�OLVWHQHG�WR�E\�

OLVWHQLQJ�WR�RWKHUV��DV�KLJKOLJKWHG�LQ�WKH�SUHYLRXV�VHFWLRQ�� DQG�E\� DXWKHQWLFDOO\�

OLYLQJ�RXW�WKH�JRVSHO�LQ�HYHU\GD\� OLIH���

�

 7KLV�UDLVHV�VRP H�TXHVWLRQV�DERXW�KRZ�WKH�%LEOH�VKRXOG�EH�LQWHUSUHWHG�� $V�

QRWHG�RQ�SDJH�� ��5 LYHU�WRUH�VRPH�SDJHV�IURP�WKH�%LEOH�LQ�D�PRGHUQLVW�DWWHPSW�

WR�FRUUHFW�WKH�FRQWUDGLFWLRQV�ZLWKLQ�LW��6KH�UHWXUQHG�WKH�VKHHWV�WR�%RRN�ZLWK�WKH�

ZRUGV��¶,�WRUH�WKHVH�RXW�RI�\ RXU�V\PERO�DQG�WKH\� WXUQHG�WR�SDSHU�²�EXW�,�ZDQW�WR�

SXW�WKHP� EDFN·� ��� �7KRVH�ZRUGV�VHHP� WR�EH�D�SURIRXQG�UHIOHFWLRQ�RQ�WKH�FXUUHQW�

VLWXDWLRQ��,I� PRGHUQLW\� WXUQHG�WKH�SDJHV�RI�WKH�%LEOH�LQWR�SDSHU�FDQ�WKH\� EH�

WXUQHG�EDFN�LQWR�V\PERO�E\� D�SRVWPRGHUQ�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�RI�WKH�WH[W"�7KDW�LV�� FDQ�

WKH�FKXUFK�SUDFWLFH�DQG�WHDFK�D�FULWLFDOO\�UHFHSWLYH�DSSURDFK�WR�ELEOLFDO�

LQWHUSUHWDWLRQ"���� �

�

                                                           
152 The Alliance’s attempt to control a group of people backfired and some of them became monsters. 
153 Bussolini, J, ‘A Geopolitical Interpretation of Serenity’  in Wilcox & Cochran, Investigating Firefly, 
p.148. 
154 Whedon, Firefly, Episode 1.7. 
155 See Tomlinson, Re-enchanting Christianity, pp.23-33. 
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%UHDNLQJ�WKH�P RXOG�

,Q�WKH�HSLVRGH�2EMHFWV�LQ�6SDFH�� (DUO\��D�ERXQW\� KXQWHU��VD\ V�RI� %RRN��¶+H�

DLQ·W�D�VKHSKHUG·� ��� ��7KLV�KLQW�DERXW�%RRN·V�P\ VWHULRXV�SDVW�FRXOG�EH�WDNHQ�RXW�

RI�FRQWH[W�DQG�UHLQWHUSUHWHG��I RU�WKH�SXUSRVHV�RI�WKLV�GLVVHUWDWLRQ�� DV�EHLQJ�D�

VXJJHVWLRQ�WKDW�%RRN�ZDV�YHU\�GLIIHUHQW�IURP�WKH�FRPPRQ�SHUFHSWLRQ�RI� D�

VKHSKHUG��,I� WKH�UROH�RI� WKH�SUHVHQW�GD\�& KULVWLDQ�OHDGHU�ZHUH�UHLPDJLQHG�LQ�WKH�

VDPH�ZD\� WKHQ�� MXVW�DV�%RRN�LV�D�VKHSKHUG�ZLWKRXW�D�IORFN��WKH\�ZRXOG�EH�D�

SULHVW�ZLWKRXW�D�FKXUFK�EXLOGLQJ��D�FRQJUHJDWLRQ��D������� D�P �� 6XQGD\� P RUQLQJ�

VHUYLFH�RU�D�VWLSHQG���

�

,QVWHDG�WKH\� ZRXOG�� OLNH�%RRN��EH�D�PLVVLRQDU\�VKHSKHUG�ZLWK�D�ZRUOG�

IRFXVHG�YRFDWLRQ��D�KXPEOH��QRQ�MXGJP HQWDO�IULHQG�� D�P RQN�OLNH�HP ERGLPHQW�RI�

WKH�%LEOH�� D�ZDONLQJ�VDFUDP HQW�RQ�D�MRXUQH\�RI�IDLWK�DQG�D�EULQJHU�RI�WKH�

VXEYHUVLYH�ZRUG� ��� �6XFK�D�P RGHO�RI� SULHVWKRRG�FRXOG�EH�D�UHIOHFWLRQ�RI� WKH�

QDWXUH�RI� WKH�UHLPDJLQHG�FKXUFK�DQG��LQ�D�¶UHFRQILJXULQJ·� DQG�¶GH�HPSKDVL] LQJ·�

RI�OHDGHUVKLS� ��� �RI� DOO�EHOLHYHUV��

�

2WKHU�SDUDGLJP V�LQFOXGH�VHHLQJ�WKH�SULHVW�DV�D�JDUGHQHU�� QXUWXULQJ�JURZWK�

ZLWKLQ�WKH�RUJDQLF�FKXUFK�� RU�DV�D�FDWDO\VW�IRU�IDLWK��WKDW�LV�RQH�ZKRVH�YHU\�

SUHVHQFH�P DNHV�D�VWDWHPHQW�DERXW�WKH�UHDOLW\� RI�* RG�DQG�WKXV�LVVXHV�D�

FKDOOHQJH���� �

                                                           
156 Whedon, Firefly, Episode 1.14. 
157 This is a summary of the points raised in chapter 3. 
158 Terms used by Murray, S, Church After Christendom (Milton Keynes: Paternoster Press, 2004),  
pp.192-193. 
159 These points derive from pages 38-39 and 52 above. 
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,P DJLQH�WKLV�«� �DJDLQ� �

2QH�RI�WKH�DUHDV�LQ�ZKLFK�: KHGRQ�DQG�KLV�FR�ZULWHUV�KDYH�EHHQ�OHVV�

FUHDWLYH�LV�LQ�WKHLU�SUHVHQWDWLRQ�RI�&KULVWLDQLW\�ZLWKLQ�WKH�WZHQW\�VL[WK�FHQWXU\��

,W�LV�SRUWUD\HG�DV�D�UHOLJLRQ�WKDW�LV�FKDUDFWHUL] HG�E\� SDWULDUFKDO�LPDJHV�RI�* RG��

IXQGDPHQWDOLVW�VHFWV�DQG�VHUP RQV�DERXW�KHOO�ILUH�DQG�GDPQDWLRQ���� �6XFK�D�

GHVFULSWLRQ�VHHPV�WR�UHSUHVHQW�VRP HWKLQJ�IURP�D�E\JRQH�HUD�RQ�ZKDW�WKH�VHULHV�

UHIHUV�WR�DV�¶HDUWK�WKDW�ZDV·��EXW�LW�FRXOG�HTXDOO\�EH�D�ZDUQLQJ�WKDW�WKLV�LV�WKH�

FKXUFK�RI�WKH�IXWXUH�XQOHVV�FRQWHPSRUDU\�E HOLHYHUV�WDNH�DFWLRQ�WR�DYRLG�WKLV�

RXWFRP H�QRZ� ��� ��

�

,W�ZRXOG�EH�LQWHUHVWLQJ�WR�UHZULWH�WKLV�DVSHFW�RI�WKH�VFULSW�IURP� D�

FRQWHPSRUDU\�HP HUJLQJ�FKXUFK�SHUVSHFWLYH��6XFK�DQ�H[HUFLVH�ZRXOG�LQYROYH�

TXHU\LQJ�ZKDW�SDUWV�RI� WKH�WUDGLWLRQ�RI�
WKH�FKXUFK�DV�LW�KDV�EHHQ
���� �DUH�QRQ�

QHJRWLDEOH�DQG�QHHG�WR�EH�KDQGHG�RQ�DQG�ZKDW�VKRXOG�EH�WUDQVODWHG�DIUHVK�LQWR�

WKH�·9HUVH"�� ,W�LV�SRVVLEOH�WKDW�WKURXJK�WKLV�SURFHVV�WKH�FKXUFK�FRXOG�HYROYH�LQWR�

VRPHWKLQJ�DOPRVW�XQUHFRJQL] DEOH�� ZKLFK�ZRXOG�UDLVH�WKH�TXHVWLRQ��¶+RZ�GR�ZH�

NQRZ�WKDW�LW�LV�FKXUFK"·�*H RUJH�/LQJV�KDV�GHVFULEHG�WKH�FXUUHQW�GHEDWH�DERXW�

ZD\V�RI�LGHQWLI\LQJ�WKH�'1$�RI�F KXUFK�DQG�GLVFXVVHG�WKH�XVHIXOQHVV�DQG�

OLPLWDWLRQV�RI� WKH�IRXU�KLVWRULF�PDUNV�²�RQH��KRO\��FDWKROLF�DQG�DSRVWROLF�� �

                                                           
160 Point made by Erickson, ‘Humanity in a “Place of Nuthin” ’ in Wilcox & Cochran, Investigating Firefly, 
p.168. 
161 A point inspired by this quote: ‘I t has been said that the writers of SF [science fiction] do not so much try 
to predict the future as prevent it from happening. Clearly much of the SF that deals with the future takes the 
form of a cautionary tale, a warning that if we continue as we are then this is the future that awaits us.’ 
Alsford, What If? p.39. 
162 Phrase used by Pritchard, Life and Work, p.131. 
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,Q�VR�GRLQJ�KH�WHQWDWLYHO\�LGHQWLILHG�IRXU�FULWHULD�WKDW�FRXOG�EH�GHVFULEHG�DV�WKH�

¶HVVHQFH·� RI� FKXUFK���� �

�

$SSO\LQJ�/LQJV·�I DFWRUV�WR�WKH�TXHVWLRQ�¶+RZ� P LJKW�FKXUFK�HP HUJH�RQ�

6HUHQLW\" · �UHYHDOV�WKDW�WKH�FUHZ�DUH�PLVVLQJ�RQH�FUXFLDO�VWUDQG�LQ�WKDW�LW�LV�QRW�

WKHLU�LQWHQWLRQ�WR�¶FRPPX QLFDWH�WKH�UHDOLW\� RI�- HVXV·�WKURXJK�WKHLU�¶SUHVHQFH��

DFWV�DQG�ZRUGV·�� �+RZHYHU�� WKH\�GR�IXOILO�RQH�RI�WKH�FULWHULD�� DV�WKH\� DUH�¶OLYLQJ�

RXW�IDLWKIXO�FRPPLWP HQW�WR�RQH�DQRWKHU·��DQG�WKH\� SUHVHQW�D�FKDOOHQJH�WR�WKH�

RWKHU�WZR�SRLQWV�WKDW�KH�VXJJHVWV���

�

)LUVWO\��/LQJV�SURSRVHV�WKDW�WKH�' 1$�RI� FKXUFK�LV�GHP RQVWUDWHG�WKURXJK�WKH�

ZD\�LQ�ZKLFK�FRPP XQLWLHV�¶ORYH�� OHDUQ�IURP� DQG�VXSSRUW�&KULVWLDQV�EH\RQG�WKHLU�

RZQ�JURXS·��WKH�FUHZ�RI�6HUHQLW\�J R�IXUWKHU�WKDQ�WKLV�E\�UHVSRQGLQJ�WR�WKH�QHHGV�

RI� RWKHUV�UHJDUGOHVV�RI�WKHLU�UHOLJLRXV�FRQQHFWLRQV���� ��

�

6HFRQGO\��/LQJV�YLHZV�ZRUVKLS�DQG�¶WUDQVIRUP DWLRQ�LQWR�>*RG·V@�KROLQHVV·� DV�

YLWDO�FRP SRQHQWV�LQ�WKH�OLIH�RI�FKXUFK�DQG�DV�¶LQFOXGLQJ�WKH�SUDFWLFH�RI�EDSWLVP�

DQG�FRPP XQLRQ·��. RRQW]�VXJJHVWV�WKDW��LQ�D�ILJXUDWLYH�VHQVH��0DO�LV�EDSWL] HG�LQ�

WKH��DSWO\�QDP HG��FKDUDFWHU�RI�5LYHU�ZKHQ�KH�¶VXEP HUJHV�LQWR�WKH�FKDOOHQJHV�

VKH�SUHVHQWV�DQG�DULVHV��UH�HQHUJL] HG�DQG�UHERUQ��WR�PHHW�WKRVH�FKDOOHQJHV·� ��� ���

                                                           
163 Lings, G, ‘Unravelling the DNA of Church: How can we know that what is emerging is “Church” ’ , 
International Journal for the Study of the Christian Church, Volume 6, Number 1 (March 2006), pp.104-
116. 
164 For example they go to the rescue of a group of prostitutes in Heart of Gold in Whedon, Firefly, Episode 
1.13. Lings does imply this sort of response to the needs of the wider world but his main point is to emphasize 
the universal outlook of the local church. 
165 Koontz, Faith and Choice, p.150. 
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$V�D�IXUWKHU�H[ DPSOH�RI�¶UHYHUVLQJ�WKH�KHUPHQHXWLFDO�IORZ·��S DJHV���������L W�

ZRXOG�EH�LQWHUHVWLQJ�WR�UHDG�WKH�EDSWLVP�RI�- HVXV��/XNH����� �� LQ�WKH�OLJKW�RI� WKLV�

XQGHUVWDQGLQJ��/LNHZLVH��RQH�FRXOG�VWXG\� WKH�VKDULQJ�RI� D�GULQN�IURP�WKH�VDP H�

ERWWOH�E\�6LPRQ�DQG�- D\ QH�LQ�RUGHU�WR�VHDO�DQ�DJUHHP HQW�EHWZHHQ�WKHP� ��� �

WRJHWKHU�ZLWK�HXFKDULVWLF�LP DJHV�RI�GULQNLQJ�IURP�RQH�FXS��0 DUN�� � �������

�

7R�VXPP DUL] H��WKLV�FKDSWHU�KDV�UHLPDJLQHG�WKH�FKXUFK�DV�DQ�H[SUHVVLRQ�RI�

UHVRXUFHIXOQHVV�DQG�FUHDWLYLW\ �� D�JURXS�RI�LQWHUGHSHQGHQW�IHOORZ�WUDYHOOHUV��D�

FRPP XQLW\� WKDW�SDUWLFLSDWHV�LQ�* RG·V�VWRU\��DQG�DQ�HPSDWKHWLF�FRPSDQLRQ�ZLWK�

D�ZLOOLQJQHVV�WR�ZUHVWOH�ZLWK��UDWKHU�WKDQ�GLFWDWH�� DQVZHUV�WR�WKH�SDUDGR[HV�RI�

OLIH��, Q�DGGLWLRQ�LW�KDV�GLVFXVVHG�WKH�QHHG�IRU�WKH�FKXUFK�WR�FRQWLQXH�WR�OHDUQ�

KRZ�WR�OLYH�DQG�VSHDN�LQ�ZD\V�WKDW�DUH�� DW�WLP HV��FRXQWHU�FXOWXUDO��7KH�UROH�RI�

WKH�%LEOH�LQ�SRVWPRGHUQ�VRFLHW\��WKH�QDWXUH�RI� OHDGHUVKLS��DQG�ZD\V�RI�HQULFKLQJ�

FXUUHQW�XQGHUVWDQGLQJV�RI� WKH�VDFUDPHQWV�KDYH�DOVR�EHHQ�H[ SORUHG�� �

�

                                                           
166 Whedon, Serenity, DVD. 
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 7KLV�FKDSWHU�FRQWDLQV�P\�RZQ�SHUVRQDO�UHIOHFWLRQV�RQ�WKH�SURFHVV�RI�

ZULWLQJ�WKLV�GLVVHUWDWLRQ��

  

,W�SURYHG�WR�EH�P RUH�GLIILFXOW�WKDQ�,�DQWLFLSDWHG�WR�LQLWLDWH�D�GLVFXVVLRQ�

ZLWK�RWKHU�SHRSOH�DERXW�WKH�LVVXHV�UDLVHG�ZLWKLQ�WKLV�GLVVHUWDWLRQ��6RP H�RI� WKH�

SHRSOH�WKDW�,�VSRNH�WR�DERXW�P\� SURSRVDO��OLNH�WKH�P HP EHUV�RI� WKH�/ DGLHV·�

) HOORZVKLS�DW�D�0 HWKRGLVW�&KXUFK��ORVW�LQWHUHVW�DV�VRRQ�DV�,�PHQWLRQHG�VFLHQFH�

ILFWLRQ��7KHUH�ZDV�RQO\�YHU\�OLPLWHG�LQWHUHVW�LQ�WKH�EORJ�WKDW�,�VHW�XS�� EHWZHHQ�

$SULO������DQG�) HEUXDU\��� � ��,� SRVWHG�IRUW\� WKUHH�HQWULHV�DQG�UHFHLYHG�VHYHQ�

FRPP HQWV�IURP� SHRSOH�RXWVLGH�RI�P\�RZ Q�IDPLO\��)RXU�SHRSOH�VLJQHG�XS�DV�

IROORZHUV�RI�P\� EORJ�DQG��WR�P\�N QRZOHGJH��LW�ZDV�UHIHUHQFHG�RQ�WKUHH�RWKHU�

EORJV� ��� �6LPLODUO\�WKHUH�ZHUH�MXVW�WZR�UHVSRQVHV�WR�WKH�GLVFXVVLRQ�IRUXP�WKDW�,�

LQLWLDWHG�RQ�)DFHERRN�DQG�WZR�UHYLHZV�RI�WKH�IDQILFV�WKDW�,�SXEOLVKHG�RQOLQH���

�

3HRSOH�ZKR�ZHUH�JHQXLQHO\�LQWHUHVWHG�XVXDOO\�UHVSRQGHG�ZLWK�WKH�ZRUGV�

¶,�UHDOO\�ZDQW�WR�ZDWFK�WKDW�VKRZ·�UDWKHU�WKDQ�¶,�UHDOO\�ZDQW�WR�ILQG�RXW�P RUH�

DERXW�KRZ� DQG�ZK\�WKH�FKXUFK�VKRXOG�EH�UHLPDJLQHG·�� 7KXV�,�EHFDPH�D�JRRG�

HYDQJHOLVW�IRU�)LUHIO\��,�ZDV�� DW�OHDVW�� KLJKOLJKWLQJ�WKH�SRVVLELOLW\�WKDW�*RG�FDQ�

VSHDN�WKURXJK�SRSXODU�FXOWXUH��

�

6R�� ZKLOVW�,�KDYH�EHHQ�JUDWHIXO�IRU�WKH�UHVSRQVHV�UHFHLYHG�WKH�ZKROH�

H[HUFLVH�KDV�EHHQ�P RUH�RI� D�SHUVRQDO�UHIOHFWLRQ��LQIRUPHG�E\�UHDGLQJ�DURXQG�WKH��

                                                           
167 http://intheopen.blogspot.com/2009/02/theology-and-firefly.html 
http://www.greenflame.org/2009/01/01/theology-and-firefly/ http://levesons.blogspot.com/search?q=firefly 
accessed 28 February 2008. 
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VXEMHFW�� WKDQ�D�FRPP XQLW\�EDVHG�H[SHULHQFH��+ RZHYHU��LW�KDV�EHHQ�D�YHU\�

XVHIXO�RSSRUWXQLW\�WR�DSSO\�WKH�UHYLVHG�FRUUHODWLRQDO�DSSURDFK�RI� WKHRORJLFDO�

UHIOHFWLRQ���$V�/\ QFK�SRLQWV�RXW�WKLV�LV�DQ�HVVHQWLDO�VNLOO�LQ�D�SOXUDOLVWLF�VRFLHW\���� ��

�

,W�KDV�EHHQ�IDVFLQDWLQJ�WR�UHDG�WH[ WV�DERXW�WKH�HP HUJLQJ�FKXUFK�ZKLOVW�

YLHZLQJ�)LUHIO\��7KH�QXPEHU�RI�FRQQHFWLRQV�,�ZDV�DEOH�WR�P DNH�� DQG�WKH�

LQVSLUDWLRQ�JOHDQHG�IURP�WKHVH��Z DV�YHU\�FKDOOHQJLQJ��,�KDYH�ZRQGHUHG�DW�WLPHV�

ZKHWKHU�WKH�VXJJHVWLRQ�WKDW�,�ZDV�¶UHLPDJLQLQJ·�I DLWK�DQG�FKXUFK�ZDV�

PLVOHDGLQJ��* HQHUDOO\�VSHDNLQJ�WKH�FRQFOXVLRQV�WKDW�,�GUHZ�PLUURUHG�

FRQWHPSRUDU\�XQGHUVWDQGLQJV�RI�WKH�HPHUJLQJ�FKXUFK��UDWKHU�WKDQ�VXJJHVWLQJ�

DQ\WKLQJ�QHZ�RU�RULJLQDO��,�ZDV�DZDUH�WKDW�ZKDW�,�Z DV�DFWXDOO\�GRLQJ�ZDV�ZKDW�

7D\ORU�GHVFULEHV�DV�¶' -�LQJ·��WKDW�LV�� UHPL[LQJ�GLIIHUHQW�FRQFHSWV�WR�VXEYHUW�RU�

DPSOLI\�WKH�RULJLQDO�PHDQLQJV���� ��

�

,�ZRUULHG�WKDW�VRP H�RI�P\� DVVXP SWLRQV�ZHUH�UDWKHU�IDU�IHWFKHG��I RU�

LQVWDQFH�,�ZDV�YLHZLQJ�DQG�GHVFULELQJ�WKH�FUHZ� RI�6HUHQLW\�LQ�D�YHU\�GLIIHUHQW�

ZD\� IURP� WKH�RQH�FRQFHLYHG�E\�WKH�VKRZ·V�ZULWHUV��+RZHYHU�� ,�ZDV�UHDVVXUHG�E\�

WKH�NQRZOHGJH�WKDW�: KHGRQ�HQFRXUDJHV�LQGLYLGXDOV�WR�EULQJ�WKHLU�RZQ�VXEWH[ W�WR�

WKH�VWXG\� RI�KLV�ZRUN���� �,�ZDV�DOVR�DSSUHKHQVLYH�LQ�FDVH�,�ZDV�EHFRPLQJ�WRR�

LQYROYHG�LQ�WKH�OLYHV�RI�ILFWLRQDO�FKDUDFWHUV��UDWKHU�WKDQ�IRFXVLQJ�RQ�UHDO�OLIH�

FRQFHUQV�� WKRXJK�P\� DLP�ZDV�WR�IHHG�WKH�REVHUYDWLRQV�P DGH�LQWR�DFWXDO�

VLWXDWLRQV��

                                                           
168 Lynch, Understanding Theology, pp.105-106. 
169 Taylor, S, The Out of Bounds Church (Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 2005), pp.137-155. 
170 See Holder, N, ‘I Want Your Sex’ in Espenson, Finding Serenity, p.139. 
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7KHUH�DUH�RWKHU�DVSHFWV�RI�WKH�VKRZ� WKDW�,�ZRXOG�OLNH�WR�H[SORUH�IXUWKHU��

,W�ZDV�QHFHVVDU\�IRU�WKH�SXUSRVHV�RI�WKLV�GLVVHUWDWLRQ�WR�IRFXV�XSRQ�MXVW�WZR�

FKDUDFWHUV��+ RZHYHU��LW�ZRXOG�EH�IDVFLQDWLQJ�WR�FRQVLGHU�WKH�VSLULWXDOLW\�RI�,QDUD�

DQG�RI�5LYHU�LQ�PRUH�GHSWK�DQG�WR�ZULWH�IDQILFV�EDVHG�RQ�WKHLU�H[SHULHQFHV�� �

�

7KLV�GLVVHUWDWLRQ�ZDV�ZULWWHQ�XS�ZKLOVW�,�Z DV�RQ�VDEEDWLFDO��' XULQJ�WKLV�

WLPH�,��OLNH�%RRN�� KDG�QR�FKXUFK�FRQJUHJDWLRQ��EXLOGLQJ�RU�VHUYLFHV�DQG�QR�

VSHFLILF�UHVSRQVLELOLWLHV��RU�SRZHU��LQ�WKH�FRPP XQLW\��7KLV�KHOSHG�P H�WR�

HPSDWKL] H�ZLWK�KLV�FKDUDFWHU�DQG�UHLPDJLQH�KLV�VLWXDWLRQ�LQ�P\� RZQ�OLIH�� ,VVXHV�

RI�LGHQWLW\��Y XOQHUDELOLW\� DQG�WKH�UHDOLW\� RI� WUXVWLQJ�* RG�ZHUH�SDUDP RXQW��2 QH�

P DMRU�GLIIHUHQFH�ZDV�WKDW�,�ZDV�UHFHLYLQJ�D�VWLSHQG��,�Z RQGHUHG�KRZ�%RRN�

VXSSRUWHG�KLPVHOI� DQG�KRZ��LQFUHDVLQJO\��WKRVH�ZKR�VHUYH�WKH�HPHUJLQJ�FKXUFK�

DV�PLQLVWHUV�ZLOO�EH�VHOI�ILQDQFLQJ� �

��

3DUW�RI� P\� K\SRWKHVLV�ZDV�WKDW�WKLV�H[ HUFLVH�ZRXOG�UHYHDO�XVHIXO�

REVHUYDWLRQV�WKDW�ZRXOG�WUDQVIRUP�WKH�QDWXUH�RI�P\� IDLWK�DQG�P\� XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�

RI�FKXUFK�LQ���� � �� ,�FDQ�LOOXVWUDWH�WKH�ZD\�LQ�ZKLFK�WKLV�KDV�ZRUNHG�RXW�ZLWK�

UHIHUHQFH�WR�P\� VWXG\�RI�0 DO·V�ORVV�RI� IDLWK�� ,W�KDV�EHHQ�SRVVLEOH�WR�H[SORUH�

LVVXHV�LQ�JUHDWHU�GHSWK�E\�ORRNLQJ�DW�WKHP�IURP�VHYHUDO�GLIIHUHQW�SHUVSHFWLYHV�LQ�

D�P XOWL�OD\ HUHG�DSSURDFK��) RU�LQVWDQFH��,�Z DV�DEOH�WR�GHVFULEH�WKH�ZD\�LQ�ZKLFK�

0 DO·V�H[ SHULHQFH�ZDV�SRUWUD\ HG�LQ�WKH�VKRZ�� WKHQ�H[SORUH�DQDO\WLFDO�DQG�

HPSLULFDO�VWXGLHV�RI�IDLWK�WUDQVLWLRQV�DQG�GHFRQYHUVLRQ��EHIRUH�ZHDYLQJ�WKHVH�

LQVLJKWV��WRJHWKHU�ZLWK�D�ZHDOWK�DQG�UDQJH�RI� GLIIHUHQW�ELEOLFDO�LPDJHV�� LQWR�DQ�

LPDJLQDWLYH�VWRU\ WHOOLQJ�H[ HUFLVH�� 7KLV�HQDEOHG�PH�WR�UHODWH�WR�WKH�VWRU\�LQ�DQ�

LQWHOOHFWXDO�DQG�HP RWLRQDO�ZD\ �� �
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5HODWLQJ�0 DO·V�VWRU\�WR�WKDW�RI�1DRPL�EURXJKW�IUHVK�LQVLJKWV�WKDW�,�

LQFRUSRUDWHG�LQWR�WKH�QDUUDWLYH��)RU�LQVWDQFH��LI� KH�ZHQW�EDFN�KRP H�� DV�1DRPL�

GLG��Z KDW�ZRXOG�EH�WKH�HIIHFW�RI�KLV�H[ SHULHQFH�RQ�RWKHUV"�: DV�=RH�OLNH�5XWK�²�

UHIXVLQJ�WR�OHDYH�0DO� 1DRP L·V�VLGH"��

�

: KLOVW�ZULWLQJ�WKH�P\ WK�DERXW�0 DO�VHYHUDO�NH\�ZRUGV�MXP SHG�RXW�DW�P H�

VXFK�DV�¶GDUNQHVV·��¶OLJKW·��¶ORVW·��¶VDYH·��¶V\P ERO·�DQG�¶LQGHSHQGHQW·�� 7KXV�,�

UHIOHFWHG�RQ�KRZ�0 DO�ORVW�WKH�ZDU�IRU�LQGHSHQGHQFH�EXW�JDLQHG�KLV�

LQGHSHQGHQFH�IURP�D�FKLOGLVK�IDLWK�LQ�*RG��,� IHOW�WKDW�,�FDPH�WR�D�GHHSHU�

DSSUHFLDWLRQ�RI�- HVXV·� H[SHULHQFH�RI� EHWUD\ DO�DQG�DEDQGRQPHQW�IURP� DQ�

H[SORUDWLRQ�RI�ZK DW�KDSSHQHG�WR�0 DO��6LPLODUO\�,� EHJDQ�WR�UHDG�WKH�GLVFLSOHV·�

HPRWLRQV�RQ�WKH�ILUVW�*RRG�)ULGD\�LQ�WKH�OLJKW�RI�0DO·V�H[ SHULHQFH�RI�ORVV���

�

- RVV�: KHGRQ�� DV�DQ�DWKHLVW��ZULWHV�D�VFULSW�IRU�D�&KULVWLDQ��%RRN��ZKR�

ILQGV�PHDQLQJ�LQ�KLV�IDLWK�� ,Q�P\�I DQILF��,�� DV�D�&KULVWLDQ��ZDV�ZULWLQJ�D�VFULSW�IRU�

DQ�DWKHLVW�FRPLQJ�WR�WHUPV�ZLWK�WKH�EHOLHI� WKDW�WKHUH�LV�QR�* RG�� ,�ZDV�FRQVFLRXV�

WKDW�,�Z DV�RQO\�DEOH�WR�HPSDWKL]H�WR�D�FHUWDLQ�H[WHQW�EHFDXVH�,�VDZ�0 DO
V�RULJLQDO�

IDLWK�DV�LPPDWXUH�DQG�P LVSODFHG�DQG�KLV�DWKHLVP� DV�WUDQVLWLRQDO���

�

7KH�RWKHU�SDUW�RI�P\�K\SRWKHVLV�ZDV�WR�VHH�KRZ� WKH�REVHUYDWLRQV�UHYHDOHG�

FKDOOHQJHG�WKH�ZRUOGYLHZ�UHSUHVHQWHG�LQ�WKH�VKRZ��,�GR�QRW�IHHO�WKDW�,�KDYH�

FRYHUHG�WKLV�SDUWLFXODUO\� ZHOO��7 KLV�ZDV�SDUWO\�LQWHQWLRQDO��DV�,�GLG�QRW�ZDQW�WKLV�

H[HUFLVH�WR�EH�VLPSO\� D�FULWLTXH�RI� WKH�VHULHV��/ LNHZLVH�,�GLG�QRW�ZDQW�WR�XVH�WKH�

VKRZ�SXUHO\�DV�D�ZD\� RI�UDLVLQJ�TXHVWLRQV�DQG�WKHQ�LPSO\�WKDW�WKHRORJ\�ZDV�WKH�
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RQO\� ZD\�RI� DQVZHULQJ�WKHP �� ,QVWHDG�,�KRSHG�WR�LQLWLDWH�D�P RUH�LQWHUDFWLYH�

GLDORJXH�EHWZHHQ�WKH�WZR���

�

$QRWKHU�UHDVRQ�WKDW�,�KDYH�QRW�JHQHUDOO\�FKDOOHQJHG�)LUHIO\·V�Z RUOGYLHZ�

ZDV�WKDW�LW�ZDV�VR�FRPSOH[� DQG�FRQWUDGLFWRU\��7KXV��0 DO�ZDV�D�FULPLQDO�DQG�D�

JRRG�JX\��* RG�ZDV�GHDG�WR�0 DO�EXW�OLYLQJ�WKURXJK�%RRN�� $�IXUWKHU�DVSHFW�RI� WKH�

VKRZ ��Z KLFK�DSSHDUV�WR�EDFN�XS�WKH�SRLQW�P DGH�RQ�SDJH�� �� DERXW�:KHGRQ�

GHSLFWLQJ�WKH�·9HUVH�DV�D�* RGOHVV�SODFH��LV�WKH�VHWWLQJ�RI�WKH�VKRZ�LQ�¶VSDFH·� ²�D�

WHUP�ZKLFK�LPSOLHV�D�YDFXXP� RU�DQ�HP SWLQHVV�� +RZHYHU�� WKH�YDVWQHVV�RI� D�GDUN�

DQG�VLOHQW�VSDFH�FDQ�DOVR�EH�D�P HWDSKRU�IRU�WKH�DZHVRPHQHVV�DQG�LQGHVFULEDEOH�

QDWXUH�RI�* RG���

�

6R�LW�LV�LQ�UHDO�OLIH�� VRP H�WKLQJV�VHHP�WR�GLVSURYH�WKH�H[LVWHQFH�RI�* RG��

RWKHUV�WR�SURYH�LW�ZLWKRXW�D�VKDGRZ� RI�D�GRXEW�� /LIH��OLNH�)LUHIO\��UDLVHV�PDQ\�

TXHVWLRQV�DERXW�ZKDW�IDLWK�LV�DQG�KRZ� ZH�FRPH�WR�KDYH�LW��6RPH�RI� WKHVH�

TXHVWLRQV�GR�QRW�VHHP�WR�P DNH�VHQVH��EXW�DV�%RRN�VD\V��¶,W·V�QRW�DERXW�P DNLQJ�

VHQVH��,W·V�DERXW�EHOLHYLQJ�LQ�VRPHWKLQJ��$ QG�OHWWLQJ�WKDW�EHOLHI�EH�UHDO�HQRXJK�

WR�FKDQJH�\RXU�OLIH·� ��� ��

�

) RU�PH�WKDW�EHOLHI�LV�LQ�WKH�JRRG�QHZV�RI�- HVXV�&KULVW��

                                                           
171 Whedon, Firefly, Episode 1.7. 
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6WDUWLQJ�DOO�RYHU�DJDLQ�« �

7KURXJK�D�SURFHVV�RI� GLDORJXH�EHWZHHQ�)LUHIO\ �DQG�FRQWHPSRUDU\�

PLVVLRORJ\ �� WKLV�GLVVHUWDWLRQ�KDV�LQYHVWLJDWHG�WKH�H[SHULHQFH�RI�ORVLQJ�IDLWK�LQ�

* RG��ZD\ V�RI�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�SULHVWKRRG�LQ�WKH�SRVWPRGHUQ�ZRUOG�DQG�WKH�QDWXUH�

RI�WKH�HPHUJLQJ�FKXUFK��, Q�D�IDVFLQDWLQJ�ZD\�WKLV�VWXG\� RI�RQH�DVSHFW�RI� SRSXODU�

FXOWXUH�KDV�FKDOOHQJHG�DQG�HQULFKHG�P\� XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�RI�IDLWK��FRPPX QLW\� DQG�

PLQLVWU\��

�

6HYHUDO�PHWDSKRUV�RI� D�UHLPDJLQHG�FKXUFK�� DQG�D�UHLPDJLQHG�PLQLVWHU��

KDYH�EHHQ�VXJJHVWHG� ��� �7KH�QH[W�VWDJH�ZRXOG�EH�WR�REVHUYH�DFWXDO�H[ DPSOHV�RI�

HPHUJLQJ�FKXUFKHV�LQ�RUGHU�WR�DVFHUWDLQ��D�� KRZ� WKH\�F RUUHVSRQG�WR�WKH�

GHVFULSWLRQV�RI�FKXUFK�LGHQWLILHG�DQG��E�� ZKHWKHU�ORRNLQJ�DW�WKHP� WKURXJK�WKLV�

SDUWLFXODU�OHQV�LV�D�KHOSIXO�ZD\� RI� GHYHORSLQJ�WKHLU�PLVVLRQ��6XFK�D�SURFHVV�ZRXOG�

DOORZ� WKH�¶UHYLVHG�FRUUHODWLRQDO�DSSURDFK·� WR�EH�¶LQIRUPHG�E\�WKH�SUD[LV�PRGHO·�

RI�WKHRORJLFDO�UHIOHFWLRQ��$V�/\ QFK�VWDWHV��

7KH�SUD[LV� PRGHO� LV�LQYDOXDEOH�LQ� UHPLQGLQJ� XV�WKDW� DSSURSULDWH�
WKHRORJLFDO� UHIOHFWLRQ�VKRXOG�XOWLP DWHO\� LQVSLUH�ZD\V�RI�OLYLQJ�DQG�
DFWLQJ�WKDW�DUH�OLEHUDWLQJ�DQG�WUDQVIRUPDWLYH� ��� ��
�
�
�

� $�SDUDOOHO�DUHD�RI�I XUWKHU�UHVHDUFK�ZRXOG�EH�WR�H[ SORUH�WKH�UHOLJLRXV�QDWXUH�

RI�EHLQJ�D�IDQ�RI� D�VKRZ� OLNH�)LUHIO\��2 QFH�DJDLQ�LQVLJKWV�JOHDQHG�IURP�HDFK�RI�

WKHVH�VWXGLHV�FRXOG�EH�MX[WDSRVHG�RU�UHPL[HG�ZLWK�HDFK�RWKHU�²�DQG�VR�WKH�ZKROH�

SURFHVV�VWDUWV�RYHU�DJDLQ�«� �

                                                           
172 These are summarized on pages 61 and 64. 
173 Lynch, Understanding Theology, p.106. 
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' 9' V�
�

: KHGRQ��-� �GLUHFWRU��� )LUHIO\��%HYHUO\� +LOOV�� &$����W K�&HQWXU\�)R[������ � ��
�

: KHGRQ��-� �GLUHFWRU��� 6HUHQLW\ ��2UODQGR��)/ �� 8QLYHUVDO�6WXGLRV�� �������
�

%RRNV��
�

$OO�ELEOLFDO�TXRWDWLRQV�DUH�WDNHQ�IURP�WKH�1HZ� 5HYLVHG�6WDQGDUG�9HUVLRQ�RI�WKH�
%LEOH��
�
$OVIRUG��0�� :K DW�,I "�5HOLJLRXV�7KHPHV�LQ�6FLHQFH�)LFWLRQ��/ RQGRQ��' DUWRQ��
/ RQJPDQ�DQG�7RGG������ � ��
�
%UDGEXU\��5�� )DKUHQKHLW���� ��/ RQGRQ��+DUSHU�&ROOLQV���� WK�$QQLYHUVDU\�( GLWLRQ�
���� � ��
�

&KDP EHUV�� - �� 6HUHQLW\ �� 5ROH�3OD\�*DPH��/ DNH�*HQHYD��: ,�� 0 DUJDUHW�: HLV�
3URGXFWLRQV������� � �
�
&REE��. �� 7KH�%ODFNZHOO�*XLGH�WR�7KHRORJ\� DQG�3RSXODU�&XOWXUH��2[I RUG��
%ODFNZHOO������� � �
�
&URQ�� ,0 � �&KDVLQJ�)UDQFLV��$�3LOJULP·V�7DOH��&RORUDGR�6SULQJV��&2��1DY3UHVV��
���� � ��
�
' DYLGVRQ��-�� HGLWRU��� 7KH�3V\FKRORJ\�RI� -RVV�:KH GRQ��$Q�8QDXWKRUL]HG�
([SORUDWLRQ�RI� %XI I\��$QJHO�DQG�)LUHIO\�� ' DOODV��7; �� %HQEHOOD�%RRNV��� ������
�
' HWZHLOHU��&��,QWR�WKH�'DUN��6HHLQJ�WKH�6DFUHG�LQ�WKH�7RS�)LOP V�RI� WKH���VW�
&HQWXU\ ��*UDQG�5DSLGV��0,�� %DNHU�$FDGHPLF������� � �
�
( VSHQVRQ�� -��HGLWRU��� )LQGLQJ�6HUHQLW\��$QWL�KHURHV��/RVW�6KHSKHUGV�DQG�6SDFH�
+RRNHUV�LQ�-RVV�:K HGRQ·V�)LUHIO\��� ' DOODV��7; ��%HQEHOOD�%RRNV������� � �
�
( VSHQVRQ��-� �HGLWRU��� 6HUHQLW\�)R XQG��0RUH�8QDXWKRUL] HG�(VVD\V�RQ�-RVV�
:K HGRQ
V�)LUHIO\�8QLYHUVH�� ' DOODV��7; �� %HQEHOOD�%RRNV����� � ���
�
)LQQH\��-�� (PHUJLQJ�(YDQJHOLVP��/ RQGRQ��' DUWRQ��/ RQJP DQ�DQG�7RGG������� � �
�
)LQQH\��-�� )LQGLQJ�) DLWK�� +RZ�'RHV�,W�+DSSHQ"��6ZLQGRQ��%LEOH�6RFLHW\���� � ����
�
)URVW�� 0�� ([LOHV��/LYLQJ�0LVVLRQDOO\�LQ�D�3RVW�&KULVWLDQ�&XOWXUH�� 3HDERG\��0$��
+HQGULFNVRQ����� � ���
�
+DUELQVRQ��$�� 6DYDJH�6KHSKHUGV�� 2QH�0 DQ·V�6WRU\�RI�2Y HUFRPLQJ�6SLULWXDO�$EXVH�
�/R QGRQ��$XWKHQWLF�0HGLD������� � �
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+ROOLQJKXUVW��6�� 1HZ�$JH��3DJDQLVP�DQG�&KULVWLDQ�0 LVVLRQ��&DP EULGJH��* URYH�
%RRNV�� � � �����
�
+XQWHU��**� ,,,�� 7KH�&HOWLF�: D\�RI� (YDQJHOLVP ��1 DVKYLOOH��7 1�� $ELQJGRQ�3UHVV��
���� � ��
�
- RKQVWRQ�� 5. �� 5HHO�6SLULWXDOLW\��7KHRORJ\� DQG�)LOP�LQ�'LDORJXH��* UDQG�5DSLGV��
0,�� %DNHU�$FDGHPLF����� � ���
�
. HOO\ �� * �� 6WUHWFK��/H VVRQV�LQ�)DLWK�IURP�WKH�/LIH�RI�' DQLHO��0LOWRQ�.H \QHV��
$XWKHQLF�0HGLD���������
�
. RRQW] �� . ' �� )DLWK�DQG�&KRLFH�LQ�WKH�:R UNV�RI� -RVV�:KH GRQ��- HUVH\ �� 1&��
0F)DUODQG���������
�
. UHLW] HU��/-�� *RVSHO�,PDJHV�LQ�)LFWLRQ�DQG�)LOP��2Q�5HYHUVLQJ�WKH�+HUPHQHXWLFDO�
)ORZ��/R QGRQ��6KHIILHOG�$FDGHPLF�3UHVV�� � � �����
�
/\ QFK��*�� 8QGHUVWDQGLQJ�7KHRORJ\�DQG�3RSXODU�&XOWXUH��2[IRUG�� %ODFNZHOO��
���� � ��
�
0 DKHU��,��5HHO�,VVXHV��( QJDJLQJ�)LOP� DQG�)DLWK��6ZLQGRQ�� %LEOH�6RFLHW\������ � ��
�
0F/ DUHQ�� %' �� 0RUH�5HDG\�7KDQ�<RX�5HDOL] H��(YDQJHOLVP�DV�' DQFH�LQ�WKH�
3RVWP RGHUQ�0 DWUL[��* UDQG�5DSLGV��0,��= RQGHUYDQ����� � ���
�
0LOOHU��' �� %OXH�/LNH�-D]]��1 DVKYLOOH��7 1��7 KRPDV�1HOVRQ������ � ��
�
0 RULV\��$�� -RXUQH\LQJ�2XW��$�1HZ�$SSURDFK�WR�&KULVWLDQ�0LVVLRQ��/ RQGRQ��
&RQWLQXXP���� � ����
�
0XUUD\ �� 6��&KDQJLQJ�0LVVLRQ��/HDUQLQJ�IURP�WKH�1HZ HU�&KXUFKHV��/ RQGRQ��
&KXUFKHV�7RJHWKHU�LQ�%ULWDLQ�DQG�,UHODQG������� � �
�
0XUUD\ �� 6��&KXUFK�$IWHU�&KULVWHQGRP��0LOWRQ�.H \QHV��3DWHUQRVWHU�3UHVV��� ������
�
3HUF\��0��HGLWRU��� 3UHYLRXV�&RQYLFWLRQV�� &RQYHUVLRQ�LQ�WKH�3UHVHQW�'D\��/ RQGRQ��
63&. �� � � �����
�
3ROODUG��1� 	�& RXFK��6�� *HW�0 RUH�/LNH�-HVXV�:KLOH�:DWFKLQJ�79��0LOWRQ�.H\ QHV��
$XWKHQWLF�0HGLD������ � ��
�
3ULWFKDUG��-�� 7KH�/LIH�DQG�:R UN�RI�D�3ULHVW��/R QGRQ��63&. ����� � ���
�
5DPER��/ 5�� 8QGHUVWDQGLQJ�5HOLJLRXV�&RQYHUVLRQ��1 HZ�+ DYHQ��&7�� <DOH�8QLYHUVLW\�
3UHVV������ � ��
�
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5LFKWHU�� 3�DQG�)UDQFLV��/ - �� *RQH�%XW�1RW�)RUJRWWHQ��/R QGRQ��'DUWRQ��/ RQJPDQ�
DQG�7RGG����� � ���
�
5LGGHOO��0��7KUHVKROG�RI�WKH�)XWXUH�� 5HIRUPLQJ�WKH�&KXUFK�LQ�WKH�3RVW�&KULVWLDQ�
:HVW��/ RQGRQ��63&.������ � ��
�
5ROOLQV�� 3�� +RZ��1RW��WR�6SHDN�RI�* RG��/ RQGRQ��63&.������ � ��
�
6KDDUD��0 �� 7KH�. LOOHU�$QJHOV�� ( GLQEXUJK��&DQRQJDWH�%RRNV��5HYLVHG������ � �
�
6NUHVOHW�� 6�� 3LFWXULQJ�&KULVWLDQ�:LWQHVV��*UDQG�5DSLGV��0,�� (HUGPDQQV������ � ��
�
7D\ORU��6��7KH�2XW�RI�%RXQGV�&KXUFK�� / HDUQLQJ�WR�&UHDWH�D�&RP P XQLW\�RI�)DLWK�
LQ�D�&XOWXUH�RI�&KDQJH��*UDQG�5DSLGV��0,��= RQGHUYDQ������ � ��
�
7RPOLQVRQ��' �� 5H�HQFKDQWLQJ�&KULVWLDQLW\��)DLWK�LQ�DQ�(PHUJLQJ�&XOWXUH�
�1 RUZLFK��&DQWHUEXU\�3UHVV������ � ��
�
: KHGRQ��- �� 6HUHQLW\ �� 7KH�2II LFLDO�9LVXDO�&RPSDQLRQ��/ RQGRQ��7LWDQ�%RRNV��
���� � ��
�
: KHGRQ��- �� )LUHIO\��7KH�2I ILFLDO�&RPSDQLRQ�9ROXPH�� ��/ RQGRQ��7LWDQ�%RRNV��
���� � ��
�
: KHGRQ��- �� )LUHIO\��7KH�2I ILFLDO�&RPSDQLRQ�9ROXPH�� ��/ RQGRQ��7LWDQ�%RRNV��
���� � ��
�
: KHGRQ��- �� 0 DWWKHZV��%�	�&RQUDG��:�� 6HUHQLW\ �� 7KRVH�/HIW�%HKLQG��0LOZDXNLH��
25 �� ' DUN�+RUVH�%RRNV������� � �
�
: KHGRQ��- �� 0 DWWKHZV��%�	�&RQUDG��:�� 6HUHQLW\ �� %HWWHU�'D\V��0LOZDXNLH��25 ��
' DUN�+RUVH�%RRNV��� ������
�
:LOFR[��59� 	�& RFKUDQ��75��HGLWRUV��� ,QYHVWLJDWLQJ�) LUHIO\�DQG�6HUHQLW\��6FLHQFH�
)LFWLRQ�RQ�WKH�)URQWLHU��/R QGRQ��,�%�� 7DXULV���������
�
:ULJKW��&- +�� 7KH�0 LVVLRQ�RI�*RG��1 RWWLQJKDP �� ,93������ � ��
�
- RXUQDO�$UWLFOHV��
�
' DOSUD��&��¶&KDVLQJ�WKH�' UHDP��6 WDUWLQJ�&RPPXQLW\ ·�� (QFRXQWHUV�RQ�WKH�(GJH��
1XP EHU����� ( DVWHU����� � �� SS� � �����
�
/LQJV�� *��¶8 QUDYHOOLQJ�WKH�' 1$�RI�&KXUFK�� +RZ� FDQ�ZH�NQRZ�WKDW�ZKDW�LV�
HPHUJLQJ�LV�́ &KXUFKµ·��,QWHUQDWLRQDO�-RXUQDO�IRU�WKH�6WXG\�RI� WKH�&KULVWLDQ�
&KXUFK��9 ROXP H����1 XPEHU���� 0 DUFK��� � ���� SS�������� � �
�
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: HEVLWHV�	� %ORJV�

KWWS��� EORJ�GLJLWDORUWKRGR[ \� FRP� "S � ���

KWWS��� EUDFNLVKIDLWK�EORJVSRW�FRP�� � �� � �� � ZZVEG�ZKDW�ZRXOG�VKHSKHUG�ERRN�GR�KWPO�

KWWS��� FUD] \ DERXWWY�FRP� ,PDJHV�ILUHIO\� MSJ��

KWWS��� GNRRQW] �ILOHV�Z RUGSUHVV�FRP � �� � � � �� � MRVVBZ KHGRQBPDVWHUBVKLUW�MSJ�

KWWS��� ILUHIO\ �I DQV�GHYLDQWDUW�FRP� JDOOHU\� ���

KWWS��� ILUHIO\ IXQVLWH�NHYLQVXOOLYDQVLWH�QHW�VRQJV�LQGH[ �KWPO�

KWWS��� LQWKHRSHQ�EORJVSRW�FRP�� � �� � � � �WKHRORJ\ �DQG�ILUHIO\� KWP O�

KWWS��� OHYHVRQV�EORJVSRW�FRP� VHDUFK"T ILUHIO\ �

KWWS���V FUHHQUDQW�FRP�VKHSHUG�ERRN�VHUHQLW\ �I DQV�UHMRLFH�EUXVLPP�� � �� � �

KWWS���V HQGLQJDZDYH�Z RUGSUHVV�FRP � �

KWWS���V HUHQLW\�ILUHIO\� EORJVSRW�FRP�� ��

KWWS���V HUHQLW\�ILUHIO\� EORJVSRW�FRP� �� � �� � �� LV�VKHSKHUG�ERRN�UHDOO\�SULHVW�KWP O�

KWWS���V HUHQLW\�ILUHIO\� EORJVSRW�FRP� �� � �� � �� IDQILF�DERXW�VKHSKHUG�ERRN�DQG�HPHUJLQJ�KWP O�

KWWS��� XVHUV�OLYHMRXUQDO�FRP � BDOOHFWRB� � �� � �� KWP O�

KWWS��� Z ZZ� EDE\ QDPHV�FR�XN� P HDQLQJBRULJLQBQDPHB0DOFROP�KWP�

KWWS��� Z ZZ� EEF�FR�XN�GQD� K� J�� $�� � �� � �

KWWS��� Z ZZ� FDQDGLDQEURZQFRDWV�FRP� VKLQGLJV�KWPO�

KWWS��� Z ZZ� GDPDULV�RUJ� FRQWHQW�LQGH[ �SKS"W\SH � 	 FDWHJRU\  ��

KWWS��� Z ZZ� IDFHERRN�FRP�K RP H�SKS"��WRSLF�SKS"XLG � �� � � � �� � �� 	 WRSLF � � �� 	 UHI P I�

KWWS��� Z ZZ� IDQILFWLRQ�QHW�FRPPXQLW\ �6WRULHVB)URPBWKHB%ODFN� � �� � �����

KWWS��� Z ZZ� IDQILFWLRQ�QHW�V� �� � � � �� � �� ) DLWKBIRUBWKHB)HDUIXO�

KWWS���Z Z Z�ID QILFWLRQ�QHW�V�� �� � � � �� � �7K DQNVB)URPBWKHB,QVLGH�

KWWS��� Z ZZ� IDQILFWLRQ�QHW�V� �� � � � �� � �����

KWWS��� Z ZZ� IDQILFWLRQ�QHW�V� �� � � � �� � ���

KWWS��� Z ZZ� JUHHQIODPH�RUJ�� � � � �� � �� � �WKHRORJ\ �DQG�ILUHIO\ � �

KWWS��� Z ZZ�PHWKRGLVW�RUJ�XN�VWDWLF� FRQI� �� � �F RB� � DBWKH�� V��VLQLWLDWLYHB� � � ��G RF��

KWWS��� Z ZZ�VKDUHWKHJXLGH�RUJ�VHFWLRQ�� � �HVVHQFH��

KWWS��� Z ZZ�WIDZ� FRP�7K HPHV�6HUHQLW\ "JFOLG &. � HS0 \ � WSJ&) 8T6� ZRG�M33=$��

KWWS��� Z ZZ�WKHZHEVLWH] �FRP�WYFHQWUDO�) � ILUHIO\ �KWP�

KWWS��� Z ZZ� \ RXWXEH�FRP� Z DWFK"Y \ULV] Z8K�( R�


