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SEVADRWV

8WOLQI D WHYLMG FRUGKRQDDSSURFK WRIKHRORIFDO UHHIBARY WH/
A VHWIR)LYD GDRIXHEHEHHD \WHILFVRQID ROUDWH/DQGFHQORY
SIHVIDWG LQ- RW : KHBQ V EIHEH ILFYRQZHVWUQHURV)LLH O\DGE
FROVASRDUY X QGIUDREQJIVR EHIHI PLQLW DQGPLWIRQ 7KH DLP LVWR
RE\HUYH WK Z D\V LQZ KLAK DIRUP R SRSXOU KO UH FKDIBQHV DG WD RUPV

PLWLRORIFDOMOND D Y LA YHUD

$I WHGHFUELQ) \WWH FRQOM W R)LUH O\ VKLY STBHU REXWWVRQ IR NH
DIHDY ) LWWD\ D QMRYOH CERYWV KHP HDQQJ) R | DLW ZK LFK VDSSIRIFKHG
SUPDUBWKWRXJIK WH H SHUHGH\R &DSMQ0 DOROP HQR®Y 6HR@D D
FROVEHDYRQ RIVKH PLVABRCDOR® R VKHVKRZ -V &K UL VP SURMVG KHSKHIG
YRR\ 7KHVH WZRRELF/DIH DG BWHE WBRXIK ER\W D FRQYHQARQDGAMVAXWIRQ

D@D QDIDWY HHUFLVH

7KH FRFOXRYGUOZ QIURP KLV VA DIH DSMHG WRKH WVNR
URPDJIIQQJI WHFKXUKLQ 6  XJJHVMGLPDIHV Z KLAK DUVH G.UHR\ IRP WKH
ADRIXH LFAGH PQ FBUHWRQ RUARYXUFHX@HV\DQG FBDWYW\- D IWRS RI
LQWIEHS HYG MM HORZ. WY HIDHUVID FRPP XQ W\ KDV SUWLBWHQ* RGV

FRXQWU KOXWO WH - DB DQ P SOWKWF RP SDQIRQ

7KLVALVHUDAIRQ FRFGGHV ZUK P\ RZQ SHUMEID H GIFARQYRQ WA

SURFHW X @EHUDRHQ BRGVXJHVVRQY IRU XUWKU UHNAFK



' HFOUDARQ

, GHFOUH WWDACR SRUARQ R VIKH Z RUN LH HULHG VR LQ VKLY GMHWIDARQ
KDV EHHQ \IKEP WM LO VXS SRUAR DQ DS SIFDVRQ | RUDQRMHUGHIHH
RUTXD@ LFDARQR VKLY RUDQ. RMHUX QYHIMW RURMHULQWANMAM R
DY



QWRGXPURQ



7KHUHVD Z KFORSHWAP R &KUMAD QY HZ SRONVYDERX\WIKHILOP
QWM 6 RPHYHZ LW BDQ NLOKWHIG/FKBDEQLQ) Z KLE RWHY
AW\ VR WIKZ DV LQ ZKLK SJWX@U PRY HVKDYH [QUDWG DV SLVXDD
VHIUFK RU FHHQ FKDQEOWURX K ZKLFK* RGZDVHEFRKQMUIE  7KH ILUVW
YHZSRQWDL YA TXHMR Y DERW Mt FRVVDQGMKHFRQNVEW RLOP\D@ WK
FXO\RI FHBIEIW\WKBK D/ JRZQ XS DURGS WHP 7 KHH LVXH/ WR@ QRW
EH RHURRNHG EXWHKM HPSKDVI/RI WKV GMHWDRQL\RQWKHVHR @
SHUMSWH Z KLKK KDV HQIIDMG CP DWR ERRNVDQG Z HEVAVVKDW

HORXUDB &KULVIPWR XW ILOPDVD \RRO RU PLVRQ

,Q ROI\XFK UIMRXUA &DIRIGH 3XQIU\VRXVOQH/D Z D R UHIEPAQY

XSRQ [P RYH B LGHQAI\LQ) D@ DQD\W VKHZRUGYHZ H[SUHV\GZL\KLQ
WQ RIGU W DILUP WK LGHQWA THUURDS IRUPYXIWH DIHSRQVH
7KL\VDQ HDPS®1 R DQYS SOLFRIRIWY BSURFK: VR WKRIRILIO
UHIBPMRQ ZKLK LV BVEIEHG E*RUGR) A QK D/OLWQQ TWR \KH
"YRUFH R SRXOU KAOXUWH PSSO Z WK WH IQVEMRQ R HYDXDAQJ \WH

HWHQV RZKLIFK W IWVDSUHHRURHG \WHRRIFBDED H@D

I Detweiler, C, Into the Dark (Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Academic, 2008), pp.13-17.

2 Johnston, RK, Red Spirituality (Grand Rapids, M1: Baker Academic, 2000), p.17.

% For example Maher, |, Red Isaues (Swindon: Bible Society, 1998) and
http://www.damaris.org/content/index.php?type=6& category=2 accessed 28 January 2009.

* Puntis, C, ‘Appendix 1" in Pollard, N & Couch, S, Get more like Jaus while watching TV (Milton Keynes:
Authentic Media, 2005), p.99.

® Lynch, G, Understanding Theology and Popular Culture (Oxford: Blackwell, 2005), p.104.

-6-



,Q UHHHEH W MV QFK DG YRFDWVD P RUH FRYHUDARQED FHWKRG RRI\
1Q WHIRUP R D HY LVEIFRUHDRQDODSSRIFK: Z KLIK HQDBHBQ BHQ
QAD®IXH WRENH SDFH EHWHH) RSXOU FKOXWH DG WK BHOLLRXY \WE VIRQ
WRXJK Z KL ERVK FDQ i XVHKOO\KBDAQHG DG VM RP HG  7KLVLVD ER®G
VIWPHQV D@ FOH WDWHD SHVWHK K\ SRIKBLVDWIKH KDUW RWKV GYHWRRQ
QIPH® WKBDQLPDIIQDW H) DIHPHQW IZ HHQMHLVKH/DQG KHVVRY
UDHG EVKH WEMMRQVHBY)LLHO\ D@ P\ RZQ&KULVBRIDIVK DV MLV
IQRWP HGE\ P\ VWXG RI PIWR®R\ ZLOOHYHDOH XO EVHUXIRQY 6RPH RI WK
LOVLEWWQRYQNVHHGZLOKBOEIH \WHZ RUGY HZ SUHMQVE QVKHVIRZ RWKUV
ZLOGDQVIRURVK QDMIB R P\ ID M D@ P\ XQGHYWQGY R Z KDAIW FHD@WR

EH DUV ViKH AKXURK 1Q W WZ WL UMAFH QY

7KH GIRMRQ WRWB\ VKHKRZ )LLH O\Z DVIQBLUE B D YDULW R
UIMVRQV RQH EHLQJ MDNV HQR HG Z D\WKIQJ DB HZDVRKIQ) LW RHW DH
IRXWKHQ ISLRGH RQHILOP 6HUHRL WKHHFRPSDQRQ KD@ERRY DG VER
FRPLFERRNV ZKLFK VD P DQDIHIE® DP RXQW RSUPDU\ \RXUF P DAUDO ZIK
ZKIFKWR IBFRP H FRQMH D QW, WL\KHSIXOWMDW TRW IRDDGIRLF UHDUR KDY
DOUBS EHHQFDUWHG RW RQWGLHFWRU -RW : KHGRQDQG @ WHRWKIU KRZV

WDOW K RHDMG %K1\ D@$QIHO 7KLVP HDQYVKDANW V. SRMEGI WRFRSRDW

8 Lynch, Understanding Theology, p.105.

" Whedon, J (director), Firefly (Beverly Hills, CA: 20th Century Fox, 2004).

8 Whedon, J (director), Serenity (Orlando, FL: Universal Studios, 2005).

® Whedon, J, Serenity: The Official Visual Companion (London: Titan Books, 2005), Whedon, J, Firefly:
The Official Companion Volume 1 (London: Titan Books, 2006) and Whedon, J, Firefly: The Official
Companion Volume 2 (London: Titan Books, 2007).

19 \Whedon, J, Matthews, B & Conrad, W, Serenity: Those Left Behind (Milwaukie, OR: Dark Horse Books,
2006) and Whedon, J, Matthews, B & Conrad, W, Serenity: Better Days (Milwaukie, OR: Dark Horse
Books, 2008).

! For example Davidson, J (editor), The Psychology of JossWhedon (Dallas, TX: Benbella Books, 2007).
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DQIDX\\WRUEDWG [3SRIK:  LQWRKH MDOMV Q DGVRQ )LUH O\DWIFWG D
ZLG4 DQGEWIHDQ BW2 DVWG R VKL\SKHQRHQRQ GGV DQRKHIDSHWR

SRSADUFXOXWH IQNVRRM FRQYHUWIRQ

JURP D PLWR®RILEO SUSHWH WK VHURVWBAY SRICDQWVE DV W
VIBUWV Y WK GOP DVLF DRR@R RQY PDQVARWR! IDIWK 1Q* RG QG GDOV Al
KRZ KHIRHVRQWR Q¥ LQWKH@KW RUGIUNEW R VKDW[BHULEFH $ QRIKHU
SROQN RUHHH@H LWKDW @1 R WWH P DIQ FKDLDAMUV LIVEKUL VI SULHAVE LW
LOWBMAL VR FEVHUYVKHZD\ 1QZ KLK KLV UR IV SRUVIUHG DQGHUF B HG
ZLWKIQ WK VW@ )L QEDO\DVD \FLHQFH ILFARQ \HULHVLUH O\FUDWB G
ZRUG/W.DW BIEG YHZ HYWRENH DI UHVK BRNDWRMLURZQ 7KLY JUHKGHW

DEGVDQ LASRVIQW IGPHOVRQVR WK GDRIXHXQGHVEIHD

) RORZ 1QJ WHPHWK®& WIJHWHG B\ QFK ZKR GIZ VROWHZ RUNR ' DQ
WURZQLQJ WK ILUVWISMUR IKL\VGAWHWIRRQ WIBH\D GMNFUSVIYHIRUP
LQWRGXFR) WWH FKDUDWH/ SBRADGE WHTKRULRQ RI WK \KRZ ZIWMRXNV EQILQ)

DQ WHWIRXVRU RVKIEOM & HP HOV \R EHDRQIW

&KDSMU WR LOMREXFHV YRP H NH L\WXH/DEROW QDM R | DWK QG
XQEHOH VKDWUWB LDLVB B VKH H SHUM@HR &DS\BLQ 0 DO SHQRBY &KDSAMU

VKUH 1IQY HMBWOWAY ZKHMKHJWHK 8KUMADQ SIHVW IBFSKHUGHORN RX®G BH

12« .exploring how a particular pieceof popular culture ... refleds the badkground, status, persondlity, and
intentions of its particular author or authors.” Lynch, Understanding Theology, p.112.
3 Lynch, Understanding Theology, p.106.
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GHVFEHG /D PLMRQD KDDRAMWD @ TXHMRYKRZ KHZ RXG QVEH

FKDDAD.H RJ D SRIQWKN FRQWMP SRIDY HPHUJQJ FKXUR

7KH | RXWK FKD SAUNKIJHWV\HYHUD [ ED FDOS DADIHWHD VWARX@S EH
NK[WDSVHG ZIWK_PDIHVILRP )LUH O\LQ RIGUVR H[SGRUHVK PHDQQIVVKDV DUHLV
ZKHOWHVHKRZ LV [@PLCD\WG B ELEOLFOWRNVVRUDOMI@WHO\ ZKHQ \KH %HE®1 LV
LOWISH\NG \WUIRXIK WK OBVR VKH SRIUDPPH  7KLVFKDSMUDOR FRQEIQV WR
RP\ RZQVWRURV RU DQILFV DERXWHKM )LUH O\FKD.IDFWH/ 7KLV RP R
VRUWMOIQJ IV 1Q QIH Z IWK KM K SRWVKVL\DQH DP S®i RI DQLPDILCDWY Z D\ RI
HQDILQ ZLWKKHFRQMHSAR IDIMK D@ FRUFK KH FR@MQV RWK IDQLFV DQG

VH SURAWR Z UN\Q) WKP  LVFWINXHG 1Q FKEBBWHY IRKUD @ L[

&KDSMU ILM GIOZ V \RPH FREGMRQV IIRP WK SHFHIAQI FKIBWH/ Q RIGU
VR DVAWEDZ DV R UHPDJIQQIWK FKKUFKQ  Z KLOVWIFSHUM] F ROV
P\ RZQ SHUR@OHOFWRQVRQWHK ZKR® HHUPH DQGKHVW QKD

ZHDNCHVVHN WWH K SRWKIVLV

,Q RIGU W\ROLALHHGEBNRQWHK FRFHSWHSQRUIE QWKV GHHIVIRY |
SXEOIG P\ IDQLFV ROGH LQUDWG D GVFXIRQIRUXP R)) DFHERRN DQG VHWKXS

D ERJ

1% The latter method is utilized throughout Kreitzer, LJ, Gospel Images in Fiction and Film (London:
Sheffield Academic Press, 2002).

> “Fanfic’ or ‘“Fan Fiction' is a story written by afan of a show, http://www.bbc.co.uk/dnalh2g2A632062
accessed 28 January 20009.

18 http://www.fanfiction.net/s/4868548/1/ http://www.fanfiction.net/s/4868557/1/
http://www.facebook.com/home.php?#/topic.php?uid=15025880513& topic=6454& ref=mf
http://serenity-firefly.blogspot.com/ accessed 28 February 2009.
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7KHFRQM W

' HYLMG E\-RW:K HGRQ )LLHOWLV MW\ HOWIQWHK I XUHUH ZKHQWKH
HIYK KDVEHRP H XQQKDEWEB 006 K)P DQ@I1H FRMIXHY RQ RWKUS@QH WVIKDV
KDYHEHKQWHDIRUPHG  7KLVZ RYOG SS-DUVR LHSHVIDVERW RU HDY IRUWK

HIHFWR FQPDWHKDQIH D@ RXU KRSHIRU WHFRQAQYOARQ RKXP DQOH

7KH VKRZ LVD KEUG R VFLEFH ILFRQ ZHWH) QRUDQG RUURBIQHY
ZLW Z KDV, KHERQGHVRIEHVDVIFRQ@ . RQ VHIVELOIHVY WRAWLY W KPDQ
XQBUKELRVEG! WWXRVMH W XEYHUWWH WIBMR@O k8 HFBIRQYR VFHQFH
ILFARQ E\ QRWADWUQ DOHQOMH | RPV 2 WK R@\ PRQWH/ 5HDHY DIH WRW

FUBWG B KXPDQ ERQIV

7KH GLIIHBQNV SFHVWEW DH YLVWGY.QZ KDWYV RRZQ D/WHK -9HUVH
UHNPE 31 D YDUHWR VHWQIV QFBAQIWK $PHULEQ: LG5 :HV W %K

P HAHYDO ROLFRUDQFRPPX QVHY ( DVWUQ E] DIYVDGS KIK WARK | XWULVWLF
FMHV : KHERQLPDILQM VKDV EHRUH VKH HDWK Z DV FYDXDMG $P HULP DG
&KIQD KB EHRPH WK JIHIWVVE RUOGREHLY $VD UHXOW BQ\ DVSHRVRI @IH
DUH DP [WKUH RWHK $P HIFDQ D@ $VRQFXXUHV7KLY LV RYVQRAEHDEB B WKH
| DEVWVKBHYHY RQHVSHIDWV ICKHQV ®@EDUQ XKD\ UHYYHGLO \KH \KRZ | RU
VZHDRIQJ 7KHUHVHYCHEHZ IWKQVKH SRIDPPH WKDARKULMDQ %6X3GKLW

,VOPLFDQG HZ LXX | DLWV DUH SUDWYAG

" For scientific doukts about whether other planets could become ‘eath-like' see Gerrold, D,  Star Truck’ in
Espenson, J (editor), Finding Serenity (Dallas, TX: Benbella Books, 2004), pp.187-188.

18 Whedon, Serenity Companion, p.25.

19 seeKoontz, KD, Faith and Choicein the Works of JossWhedon (Jersey, NC: McFarland, 2008), p.120.
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TKHVHWY Z KLK KIVEHQ GNFUEHS DV 6MIHRIFKLQ 69FH  UHFRGV
VH H SHUIH@EHWR WKH QCH FKOUDFWMY/Z KR OIEYRQ DILHO\ PRGHO RD\SOFHYLS
FDOGEHHQW  7KHFDVW BAELFYWUIE EMBZ  ITURP WH GIW- DLCH P HP EHUWR
VWHFWZ . DCHHP HFKDQF GKHSKHIGYRAN SUHVW I8RQ GRFVBR (DD
FRPSDQRQ 0DO BESWI) =RH IlWWP DM DVK SIBRWKXAEDYG R=RH D@

SLYU VLWWVYR 6LPRQ

2 A reference to the 1939 western Sageaach see Bethke, B, * Cut 'Em Off at the Horsehead Nebula!’ in
Espenson, J (ed), Serenity Found (Dallas, TX: Benbella Books, 2007), p.177.

2 Serenity hereafter refersto the ship and Serenity (in italics) refers to the film.

22 picture taken from http://crazyabouittv.com/I mages/firefly.jpg accessed 15 March 2009.
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,QVSLHGE\ VKH ®RWO7KH. LOOHU $Q0  ZKLFK G-DOV ZIKWWVK
H'S HUHQMVDQG HP RARQVR VIKRH ZKR | RXIKWOQ WKSP HIFDD &YLO :DU
© KHGRY VMJLLH O\VL[ \HIYDI VMUKH H@ RID Z DUEHWZHQ WK $QDQFH DG
WH QG HBH@HQVRYHUZ KHWVKUDOO RVK IQKDEWHG ZRUG/\KRXOG H XQGH
VQIOHX®! 7KH$OOIFH ZRQ 0 DBROBH QRBV IRZQ D/O DO RXKWRUWK
,QGSHIG MW DQG FRQUQXH/WR KIBRKU V)SLFRQ QG DQHUNVRDUGVKH $OOIGH
D@WRDUGV RG E\ Z KRP KH |HWV BD@RQIG GXIQJ WHGHFLVIEYEDVB $1 U
WMH Z DUKH ERXIKW KRZQ \SIFHWS QDP HG IWBHBIQW\ BRXWBDFWZ DG
VRRNRQ DQNRE LQFGIAQIWP XJJOW D@ LEIDO BOMWH RSHDMRQY WDVZRXTG
HQDED KLP WRIHHSIOWQ) 6 HHQWLVD \I) Y HWHILQ \KH YDVW XIHQHWDQG

VIHYH R VEFH WDW.YV RRZ Q IV WK ECFN-

7KH FDW

0 DO LB YHY VWWRY D@ R IQ UXGH LQALYIGXDOZ KRGRH/ CRVD LI WIRH
TXHVVRQIG +H IVILHUFI® SIRWRLY R KIVAHZ DQG KIVD FRGHRI KREXUVR
ZKIFKKH KHJHV FRWY RAKH WPH  +RZHYHU KLYOIHVACH JLYAV WH \R
FRPS®I[ PRUDO LVMXRQZ KLAK KH KDVWH DNHNSOMWHR@S GFL\RQY 6 WBKDQH
' H X\p KLKOLKW\RP HMLQJ R VKH HLIPD ViKDAO DOV KDF\MU USLHNQV

-G IH®IFV RQ KR0 DOV EHKIYRXU RIMQ GHP RQMDAG SR VREDO
DOVKLVI® DS HMLIPOWIQ BRIV D@ WHQ KR IMZ RXYOGQRV |, Q
RQH VIHH KHZ RX@ UMV P XFK QHHGHG P HE&.FQRN/ WR KN GFDOV
KHG WRQ WILRP DG LQ VKH QMW NEND P DQLQR 6HHQW-V
HQIQH 0DODQG KV FUHZ RHHGP DQ RSRUKQUMHV VR B BIFVRQ
VKIQ) P HDQQIV RI HWLFV VHOILKGHW D@ FRP SDVVRQ ' HVEW
GRQJ DGWQV « 0 DOH\BIGHG MAHHPHG D P RUDFRPSDW R
ZKLFK PDQZ RXG DSRYH

% shaara, M, TheKiller Angels (Edinburgh: Canorgate Books, Revised 1997). Whedon describes how the
ideafor Firefly evolved in Whedon, Serenity Companion, p.8.
% Del_usé, SR, ‘More Than Entertainment’ in Davidson, Psychology of Whedon, p.164.
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=RH IRXIKWZLViK 0 DOGXIQJ WHZ DU $ ZHOGMDIIQHE \RTIHU VKH \HHP V
DE®! \R FDOPO\ RGB®1 0D VIWRAR QUKDWIRAHY 6KH VIOLHVD ®YQJ [NG QWO
UKDMRQKLS Z WK KHUKXRED@ : DVK $WWHK \DP H WPH \KHLV R DOWRIKH
FDSWI DVYJXH %MONH SXWLVIWKH V RWIKHZKR®I FDOOKLP “ Mt HYHQZK HQ
V] GRHAVQWD\ IMWRAWRYG WIQJ JRQJ:  WR/FIXVH\RFFMRQEDVAVRQZ VIO
KHU FDULDH )UFP QI HULQIHPLQLVWRASRONY RV WKWK LV DS SDXG HB

D@ KHJ XEPLWRQ R0 DO -\DXWRUWVLVGHUHG

. DWK-VFRPLF SHORQDWF RPS GIPHQVWDW IRKLY ZLH
- DK IV FRPIRWED! GHIFDMG \@KW@\ RR\  KLVHQH R
KXPRXJ KLV VBVHR KXPDQW DQG KLV BL\K SO\ XAV DH \MQJIV
WDW=RH OFN/ « =RH IV D NHUWD \RGBHU D GDGKRV %XWKHV
VWADJ DQGKHGRHQW DYHUDQG \KHVHDUH WWLQIV KDV : DVK@FNV
LQ DZ RS ZKHH VKH- UH QIFHVDU\
,Q WH(SLVBH+HDMRI *ROG WK DXEHQFH LVDORZHG WR-DYHVGRS RQ WHLU
FRQYHUDIRQ BRYAZ KHKHJRUGRW WEUQ) D EE\ LQR \WH RWQ GRHURYV OHI
WD WHKR VKDUH VRIHWKHU $QVRXIK VKLV VD ILFAMR X/ GDBRIXH KHTS OLKIWY HIY

IURP KHH LW KG D YHUWHDO GRZQ W HDWK QG RIGRIW\ IHHODERWW

7KH\DPH \RW RREQILAWLY WHD Q. DCHHV FKDDAWH2 VKH LV
SRWD HG MWK \RUVR SHUMBZ H FRPH LQVAFRQPWZ W HYHY G2 WRW ZKR

KDYH YWRANMUD B IHDUWD W IR SB >DH@BRNQJ GRZQ RQ WP VKDWHRRM >DUH

% Bethke, * Cut 'Em Off’ in Espenson, Serenity Found, p.176.
% For example by Jessca Neuwirth of * Equality Now’, quoted in Cochran, TR, ‘ The Browncoats are
Coming' in Wilcox, RV & Cochran, TR (editors), Investigating Firefly and Serenity: ScienceFiction on the
Frontier (London: |.B. Tauris, 2008), p.242.
" seehttp://users.livejournal.com/_allecto_/34718.html accessed 29 January 2009.
% \West, MS, ‘More Than a Marriage of Convenience in Espenson, Finding Serenity, p.100.
2 Whedon, Firefly, Episode 1.13.
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QRI® BRGHQRJIK RUWP DWW HRXJIK:  6KHVHHV WHJIRRG IQ HYHU\RQH DGLOQ
DOFRWV MHY MWXBRQ DV\KH FRPPHQVNQWH | LIXMHSLYRGH 1\ RX-YH JRW RVKLYH
IDLWIQ HFS®  $ P HFKDQBO HQ@XV .D\GHH QR VKRZ WRL[ DQ §IH EXW

LWKH R@\SHIRQRQ WH \KLS Z KRLVXQD EB WFBLENXS DQG WP SW RVXYA DIXQ

- D\ QH KOVQR TXBOP\DERYXAK D@ D IXQ 7KH FKRLH R D WREWRQDO\
IHP LQH QP HIRU VXD WRK P DVFXICH FHODFWU LVKRXKW RVEH HWHUDQ
DOXYRQWRKM \RQJ$ ER\ QDPHG 6M RU WRIQJ LOWDFFRYQN KZD\ LQZKLEK LW
LV WS DWHHHEH W-RKQ: D\QH  $OMRXK KHLVSRWDHG NEHQ) QR
VRR FONYHU-D\ GH DD VVHHPVWR D SHYAQHDV RHVVRQY + H KDVD YOVW

FROGF\IRQ R ZH DSRVD GG LVVKHBDWAIWE SHUIRQ R ERDG 6HUKIW

,Q WHHS_VBH-D\QHVIRZ QWK FbZ YMW 8QVRZKHH XGEHNGZQ \R
KLP - D\ QH-VSIHYRYFULPLQDO DWW\ KV EHHQ@PLVOQMUSHWGE\ VKHERFDO
SRSXDMRQ DG D KUR WDYRYXUWSH PWK KDY GHYHIRSHG [ERYAKLVDPW YWHV
' XUQJ VKH FBOMRGH LVW/LBYHOIHIG WRW: D QHZ DVR@\GLRSSIQ) VIRBIQFDUR IURP
KLWAKLS LQ RIGIUVR OLKIMQUKHAR OB DQG | DFLGNIM KLVHVFDSH WDWHU WDQ
VKRZHUQI WH Z HDOK R VKHULR XSRQWH SRRU +RZ HYHU WK PWKLF VRU\ D@
WH VRQJ DERXWD\ QH IV R IXO@ KRSH DG PHDQQ IRUVKH SHRS®! WK RH R
WHP  HYHD Z KHQ KHAVARYHY/WHK WK DF\W DD O\DFWI LEH\KLP\HD VR \DYH

-D\CH-V OHI

% Burns, M, ‘Mars needs Women' in Espenson, Serenity Found, pp.18-19.
3 Whedon, Firefly, Episode 1.1.

%2 SeeBethke, ‘ Cut 'Em Off in Espenson, Serenity Found, p.176.

3 Whedon, Firefly, Episode 1.7.
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6RP HRQH 1@H Z KR KDV VDFULHG Y HUMIQJ KLV RWEH DVXUJDB® BUHHU
D@ RQVHWDORFFAMR QY DPRW K/OH 1Q RGHUNRDYH DQR(HUSHIRQ LV
6LPRQ6BLPRQLVD GRAVEZ KRKDV UHWFG KLV WIVH 5LYHU | LIRP DQSQ@DQMH UXQ
$FDGR\ Z KHJHKHJEWDIQ ZDVEHQJI\KUJLBOODAVHHG 6KH NQRZ VKHYHOI WEH
TEBNHQ- DB R RQHULQ FROWRO RKHJ IDFWUIE P LQG Z KLAK P DNHVKHUERWK
| WKWEHG QG IULEKWQQ) 6KH L\DEGI WRIIDG RKHISHSGH WRXIKWDQGFDQ
UDMD\HVFSHIURP DVHQW R | HRUDQG SIQ FDX\HG E\ F RQWD@MO\HDIQJ \WH

FURVR RWHY 6 PRQZLOCRDQKLQ) WHI L[ - KHUELRNHQQRW/

$JDQLQ DVKEYHURQ RIWIGMR@OWE WUXRVMH 5L ULV QRW WSLEO
TEPVHO Q G.V\MW- UD\WKHUDVWHVHUEV GHHORY W ERRP HVHYGH QWK KH IV
DOVRAMTPRQVWU DQG ¥H JDFMIRQ KHR QWK HBLYRGH 2ENHFW/LQ 6SDFH
. D\®H H SIWHVGRYEWRYHU ZK\WKHUSLY HUV WO @ BHIRQ-  7KLVLVD NH
WHRRILOTXHVARQ WDLVB B VFIHQM ILFAR@O RG\WVWI FWRVY T$UEH
IQLQWAD SIDE®I RU LVKAMJHD SROWV DZKIFKZ H BEHIND@ FHIVHEHQ)
KXPDQ-  6PRQ DG 5LHUDUH PXFK VRIKW DMU KIMY WKIUSUHMQFH RQ
6HIHQW SXW \WH RIKHY/LQ JHDW BQHU Q R®IZD RUDCRWHUAH UHDDW R
GD\K 2 HWWHUVKH WIHHDIW RWKIURZQ RUNVK QHIG WRD, WRHVWKMERGHVRI

RWHY 2 LVDFHGE\ WK RHZ IQHYHU\HS\RG1 RIWK \HURV

,QJD D %EGHWV DGP LWMWDWKHQ GQJHULV IDAHGWKH DV  6KHL\D

FRPSDQRQZ KRUKDWRQH R VMHWZR VKKWHY DIWEKHG R\KH\KLS 7 KHLQWURU

3 Whedon, Serenity Companion, p.33.

% Whedon, Firefly, Episode 1.14.

% Cobb, K, The Blackwell Guide to Theology and Popular Culture (Oxford: Blackwell, 2005), p.177.
3" Whedon, Firefly, Episode 1.2.
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L\VRUDDMB G HFRUIVB ZIWKR WG D SHVDGS LV IHHUUBH R E\ ,QDD DV D
FROWADWEISOFH R XQRQ  ,QKLVSH SIRGXFIRQP HPR HQWWG 1$ EUM
+LVRU\R WK 8 QiYHWH FLUFD $' - KHGRQH[SDQVKHU ROH KW/

&HUDIQ \RFIDO ARUHV KDG HYROMG ZK HWHU RZ DUG\RU ELFNZ DUGV
LVD PDW¥U RIRSQRQ EH\R@ RXU P RGIQ FRFHSWRY $V IRU
HDPS®! VH 3IRVWIMRQ IVZ H XQGU\DAS KOG @Q VIFHEHHQ
DERDKHG B\ WK G100 DARQ DG VWWIFGHUDUHIXOMRQ R \WH
VH[WDGH 1&RP SDQRQ KRXHV ZHH \HW XBKURXIKRXW \MKFHQVDD
S@HW 1 R KR\H FR(@ WHUEHWXQE\ DP DQ 1 R FRPSDQRQFR(@
HYHU B FRHURG QWRABHSWQ) D FOHQWV &RPSDQRQV \IAQHGQ DOO
WH DW D@ ZHH@ HUHRHO\ ZHDWKRRB 7KH OLMG QRXQDLEN
1XQ/ ZRUNB QRWXQOLUM * H\KD/ DG RVHQ LIRH VR SRQWDO RU
VREDOSRPLQHDH ZKHQ W UHMLHG

$OKRXIK KRHUSIR HWRQ IV ®1IDODQGEUQRIVKHU UISMANVO DO LHTXHQ®D
TXHWMRQWKH P RIDOW Rl Z KDMKHCGRH/ DV Q KLV RPPH QWURP WK HSLYRCH

6KLQL

0\ ZRUNV LEDO EXNV\W KRHVW KIOHMLY « WK @H R LWk« WRW
P DQSDWDAQJ \RX RQ KVDWP DV LI K IAXDOOZRQ\RX DVU KH
@®YHV \RX D@ HYHURQ! JRQI DRQ ZLWK LW +RZ FDQ KDW QR
ERWKU RX
0 DOVA.VRP |RUW PDSDUW EH GXH \R WK DWWDPARQ KHIHHOWRDUG\QIID KH
IHHIQIVDUH PXVERO WKRXJIK ,QDUD L\VD P RUH FRP SOH[ILJIX W \KDQ Y
VWU IR WS LFOONKR RHUZLVK WH KDUW RIRIG ZKR KIVIWED Gl RUWK BDAQ)
PDQ  OWWHU\\KURX@WKH UHDVRQZ K\ ,CDLD 1 W VWHKFRP SDQIIRQ KR\H RQ \WH
SMHVBIKQRQ ZK HUHKH MRQHAPH KDURXUKE \KH [P EMRQ \R EHFRP H+RXH

SUHVMANV

% Whedon, Firefly, Episode 1.7.

% Whedon, Serenity Companion, pp.12-13.

“0\Whedon, Firefly, Episode 1.4.

“ Beadling, LL, ‘The Threat of a Good Wife' in Wilcox & Cochran, Investigating Firefly, p.62.
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$QRKHU FIODF\WU ZKR KIVGIIW EKIQG RH FRPP XQW\ LQWKV B\H
BRYMARZQS$EEH LQ RIGU W EHFRPH D SDVR WH IDPLO\: RQ RDUG 6HHQIW\
LV BESKHG 9%RRN +LVSDILY KURYCHGLQ P\WWHU\ IRU QVIY@H KH ZLOQHYHU
HS@OQZK KH NGZV\RP XFK ERXV 2DSRY FULPQID\RUWK Z RUNDIVR KH
$OREH 2SHUDL YV 7 KLMDMAVVKH THWARQ LV KLY FDAXQ) VR WK SUMVRRG D
ZD\ Rl KIGQJ IURP KVSDW BR WUQJ VR IHGHP LW +H VHUN/DWKH YRLIH R

FROVAH.@H R) W \KLS DQG VQRV DIMG VR FKODEQH 0DG BYAH 0 DO

7KH 1 DQV
' HVSW WH ERW HRUWRI IDQVR VKH\KRZ Z KR DHINQRZQ DY
0ARZQFRIWVDIVHU WH XQIRUP ZR(® B WKH,QGISHIGHIV VIKH\KRZ Z DV FXW
DIVHURCH VHBY  GIDYIKQJ P DQ XQIIQLKHG VIRU\GRHY $OMRXIK WH\KEHTXHQV
P RYH EIRXIKW P HDXUH RKHIDQ VR5LYU H[SMIQHS WHEDFNJBXQG RVIKH
5HDYHY D@ JOYH 00O RPHWHKQY VR EHDHYH 1Q Z KLAK \SXUUBIK_P WRENH DPURQ
DQB \BHDN RXV DOLQVWKIMUHP RYDOR! | LHHZLOB, WK $QDQFH LQ WKL IRUWWR
FUBWDIZ RESZ IWKIQ- LW 5 QRW DZHUDQ R VKH TXHVARQVDERXWRRN
;. KHGR) KOVSURPL\HG WR RYIGHWHW LQ DFRPLFERRN WDVV.GXH WEH

SXEOIKAHG VRRQ

2 The folk of Serenity are not the well-oil ed, highly disciplined Star Trek crew ... but more of afamily ...
and many of the interpersonal relationships are arrespondngly intimate.” Mandala, S, ‘ Representing the
Future’ in Wilcox & Cochran, Investigating Firefly, p.33.

3 For acritique of some of the factors which led to the cancdlation of the show see Buchanan, G, ‘Who
killed Firefly? in Espenson, Finding Srenity, pp.47-53.

“ Whedon, Serenity, DVD.

“® http://screenrant.com/sheperd-book-serenity-fans-rej oi ce-brusimm-3409/ accessed 30 January 2009.

-18 -



' HEWGIDQWR )LLH O\H@DH IQ BB ST\ J DPHV  SXUFKDH RILFDO
PHIKD@\H WHIMVH AWK GXCH IRUXPY  DWH@ RQHMRQYRU VIKGLIV
ZUWHRM_URZ QIDQLEV  SURS@HIDQ DV RU ILONV,QVBHG E:K HGR
KLPVHONK\ KDYH DDOR WDMAG D RAR P RQH\ IRU KDUW KHXUBNV%BZ QFROW \R

' R\RP HIIQ) 7U\ VRPHWKQY  6SHDNIQJ RAWVKRZIQI XS ZUIMKQJ D

GIWKHU D FKHTXH D WURJO\ ZRUGHE HP DLO3LFND FDXH2 WKW DH

IHZ X@RWK\ RGHV $ QG QXGIH \ RXYOHOI SDIWWKH EJLQW WBW
V)SSRUWR DFIRQ 2 FH DP RQK RQFH D\ HIU RUMXWV R

7KHP HOWQI SRW

7KL\GHFUSMRQ R )LUH O\WDLVHV BQ LWKH/ ZKLK SIRYIGH @ QLKWQR
VKH FRP SO{ X QGIU\DAEEIQJ RIWK YIXHVDQG EHDH VKHI E\ VKRH ZKR Q¥ Z VK
WH BULRIUH R FXOXWV IRXQG 1Q 9HUVH. DPHO\ WK WU R KRSH DQGIHDU
DFELIQVIX WHH QIHWOHWIRIGH\V D@ @RP DAF HLVW@EH ZDU GHHDV RG
DEDQBP HQ\E\ * RG VIKHCQDWIX R J RYHQPHQW @5 WHSRZ HYWVKDWV B
YX@HUBLQWZ WWIQ \KH YOVWHVR \SOFH OBGMKLSWACHY P RIDOW D@ H\KLFV
IHPL@QP P DULDHDQGRFUBYRY MRBIFH VWKH RZHUR P\ WKVDFULILLF
ELR\HQQ MWD @B \DOBIRQ SVAFKF SRZHY D@ WK GILQURQR EH.QJ KP DQ WKH
HY HUSUHVHQVWH DY R GHDW VHXOOW D@ SBMAWMRQ SUD HU | DPLO\ DG

FRPP XQW UHGHPSMRQEHIHI | IHHZLOM @ WHGHVLUHRWWDWH ZRUG

* For example, Chambers, J, Serenity: Role Play Game (Lake Geneva, WI: Margaret Weis Productions,
2007).

7 http://www.tfaw.comy/ Themes/Serenity ?gclid=CK 7epMy 7tpgCFUqS3wod-j PPZA accessd 30 January
2009.

“8 http://sendingawave.wordpresscomy accessed 30 January 2009.

“9 http://mww.canadianbrowncoats.com/shindigs.html accessed 30 January 2009.

%0 Stories written by fans http://www.fanfiction.net/community/Stories From_the Black/44796/ accessed 30
January 20009.

*L Artwork created by fans http:/firefly-fans.deviantart.com/gallery/# accessed 30 January 2009.

*2 Rewriting the lyrics of a popular song to relate to a particular TV show or character,
http://fireflyfunsite.kevinsulli vansite.net/songs/index.html accessed 30 January 2009.

%3 Cochran, * The Browncoats are Coming’ in Wilcox & Cochran, Investigating Firefly, p.265 note 6.
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ZLWWRXV \), Q DGMRQ DFRQIGHDWRQRI WK FYXOXUH MURXQGEQ )LUH O\
KLKOLKWWHK QDMIH R | D@RP DQGILVH[DP SBV RI FHDAWH ZD VRI UHDWQJ

VR \KHWWB WKDNVVVR®

7KH QWY R FKDSAYH SBWH WRPH RI WKW LVXH/ I XURHUWIKRXIK D

P RUH GAMIGIG H DPLQDMRQ RVKH HS HUHQRHVR 0 DODQ@/RRN

-20-



&KDSVIAU

<RXYH Z HGRP HRQP \ ERDW
* RG DLOW



%D\ DO

7KLV RIBWHLQMREXFHVVRP HRI WK Z D\V LQ ZKIFKWK W1 R
| DLW IV X@EHMWVRRDQGXHMR G Q)LUH O\ 7KH P DQIRFXVLVRQ DQ
D@OVL\R 0 DOVH SHUM@H ZKLK LV RPSDUKS DG FROWVWGZL\K WBW

R =RH DQ6LPRQ YRRV FRYQWOVR 0 DO BRW EGH LVDOR H SRHG

7KH R$IQAQI VFIQH/RI )LLH O\GNFUEH ER\W WHI DMK LQ* RGVIKDAO DO
RO KHB O0G \KH Z D\ LQZKLFK L\ZDV 6V B EHWWD\ HG $V D HUHDQW LIKQY
IRUWK QEHSHQGQW KHUHEDO\ EDHYHGVKDN K FRX@ GR WIK LPSRWE®! ( YHQ
1Q \WH WIFKHVR ViKH EDVBILHES LQ 6HHQ W\ 80I@ ZL iK ERAHV DOQL DIRXQG
KLP 0 DO RX@ QRN FRWPSMW GHHDW-+H NQHZ WWDVWHQ RIFHP HQVV ZHHURQ
WHZ D\ DQG GIHOWHG 12 XUDQHOWUH RQI WR/RIURYHKHDG  +H BIQ/D\
SWD\ HG NMHG WHFURVIXRXQG K.MGHFN QGVIG T: HUH MWV RR SURW IRU *RG
VR OW X GH- 0 RPHQW@WH RHUKD\HG WH P HWDIH VMDWR RQH DV FRPLQJ

VR\DYH WHP  7KHVN\ ILOIGZ WK H@IP\ \KLSV DQGO DOKWWWIHGLQ G.VEOH

* ACEO depicting the moment of betrayal, drawn by Rachael Harper, used with permisson.
-22-



7KH VERZ VKHQPXWVR D VIHGH VL[ \HIY OWBLQ Z KL ZH \HH D\SIFHYIW
FOGODO FANILQI XSVEH GZQ \R DVEFHKLS $OVRQ %FNFDQ 5 MLQWHH
VLQLILEQMH R VKLV f+LV ZRIBKIYEHHQ FRP SBMAO\WMDHE DEXQG2 KHIMH WK
YLXDOP HDKRU 2D@EZH DUHSRIMRQHS VR IGHDU\ ZLWK KP - ,QRQH RKLV
ILMVFRQYHUWIRQY ZIWK/RRN 0DOGIDY HWKH YIHZHULQ @ GREW DWR KV
FRPS GMWHKDQIH R KHIUVA VDLQJ 1,1, P\ RYXU PLMRQ6KHSKHIG EHVWLYH LW

XS <RX BIZHORP H RGP\ ERDW RGDIQW

5HYHZIQ) WWH VFIQHIQ 6HHQWO DB\ 'D ®i . RROY GHFUEH/WHK | LDILQY
R 0DOV TUEELW-\RRWI DLW D/EHQJ PRH CSSUBUDM WEDQVFS KM \WG
FKLALHQ WD Q WPDWIH DGRWWY HQVRWKHFRQFHGIWKD VML WKH \RW R
EHIH WKBEUQIVFRPI RW WIRDQ\ ZKROLY B \WH P DQVD \WDVINR (RQ DV,
RE\HUYH WK UWX®& DQGVD\ WHP DILF ZRGV * RGZ RQWBW D@KLQ) EDGKDSHQ

VR PHDQG FDQMYH D SIIFHXO (0H-

7KL\K@HUWREQ) R | DLW IV TXHWIRGHG DDLQ QP RIH VXEV®I Z DV GXUQJ
WH HRRGHKHO HWDJHD@ QWK PRYIH 6HUHBL , Q WK ILUVW\EQRH D
IWKEFN W WK Z DUMKRZ VWKDW DX6 KMV MPS® ZDVXVHE /D FRPEDVWRH
1Q \KH \HFRQG D5HDYHUDWINEN BXHVSOFH RQ BXQGDP RUQD WH SHRS®I ZKR
DUH 1Q \WHWDEQJWVRRQ H B® R \BNH UHKIH LOWH Y XAWZKHIHDWHRVHZ KR

DUH DWKXUR DHP DADFBG . RRQVWHHY WHH LOFIG HOWV DV LORADAR QY VKDV

% Buckman, AR, ‘Much Madnessis Divinest Sense’ in Wil cox & Cochran, Investigating Firefly, p.42.
% Whedon, Firefly, Episode 1.2.

*" Koontz, Faith and Choice, pp.101-102.

8 Whedon, Firefly, Episode 1.12.

% Whedon, Serenity, DVD.
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| DLW GRIVQRV SRYIGHDQ SURVAWVRQIURP YRBQMH DGSOQ  ( YHQ D STFH

ZL\K WK WIDT XLORKQGQ QDPH T6HUIIW 9D FOQ EWFRPH D ERRE DK

0 RIHRYHU DIKHJWRQP HUK® TXHVVRQQ) VH QEXUH RG GSW R | DIVIK
© KHGR) PD\ EHJRQJ DVWSIXWKHU ,V WHFUBMRQRI D VFHGHI LEWRQ VHUHY
WDW BV QRM HDWIH D® DOHQY/L@LWH R D EHIHI WRW QRLQ) VXSH.QDWIDO

VXFKDV *RG FDQ FLVW" 6lPLOUO\ ®H/VKHFRQMAHSARQ R WWH -9 HUH LQ
ZKIFK D@ RVKHSDMQMVKDH EHHD \WUDIRWP HG EK XP DQ/ P D\H D EHIH LQ *R
VKH FBDWBEXQ@IFHWDUY" SOVHDDIMO\ GRE/ WH@FNR DOHQUDFHY EDFNXS \KH
SUHPL\H VK DWKXP DQYDUH YXQIXHO\GHVLGHG IQWHK LFDIH RI *RG 7KHH LVEK/

ZLOBH HS RBIG IXUXHJDVVLY GLVVMIMRQ QIR

$QDOMQ 0 DOVARVWR | DIVK

. HON) &REE X\MPHVVKH Z RINR 5HLCKRE 1LHEXKU D RGHUVR FD\WIRULH
WH Z D\ LQZKLFK FFURNQIDIVI: LVSRWD, HGLQ FROVASRIDY ILFURQ $SSALQJ
KLV QUIKWVR WIK' WEBAGH LWFDQ E GHP RQVABWG \KDVO DODSSHIY VR KDYH
H'S HUHQFHGZ KDVYLHEXKU WWUPHG MH JUHDW GVDOKBQPHQV: ZKLFK XXD@D\
GIG\WHRIGHLDQFH TIHIJ RUMDH- 1 IHEXKU B2 WK DGR R VKL\DVEHIQ
WDVHFK NQG R ERNHQ QMY FRQVIMYVD \WMAIPRQ « VR D 5HEDWWKDWY HQJ

GHIHG IHJKE DG HVBSHG ~ $Q HIDP S®1 R VKLV BQ EHHQ\HHD L@ DO-\KRWLE

€ K oontz, Faith and Choice, pp.99, 199 note 10.

8| am not saying that all those who believe in God have to believe in aliens, but that Firefly may have be
written in such away as to suggest that nothing supernatural can exist.

62 Cobb, Blackwell Guide, pp.13-16.
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FRPP HONWR %RN SQJH DV .RRY RBHUYV MLV K LPSRVE®I VR EH

WMDW QJU\ ZMK *RG Z VKRW EEHY Q) LQ +LVHLVWEH RQ\RPH GIYHD

,W DSHIYWRWO DOV HIFWRQ | DOOQ® WK FDWIRIHVR GHLD@H DV
HYIGHQFHG [(ERH DQG MNDSH DV ZLQMVHG QKLYGHILH WRDYH KLVRZ Q\KLS
D@ HQRIK UHRYUAH WNHES [OLQ) +RZHYHUKL\GHFIMRQ WREPH KLV &
DIVIHU WHERFDWRQ R WMLY GHFLVIEYEDWBT IQGLBWWHANRW\ALYDQ 8 HUEQFH WBW

KH FRVWQ® F DWHVZ MK KLP

) XUVKU QVLBW\QWR 0 DO-VRWR | DLWFDQ E JBDQHS | IRP UHVDUR
XQG HIWEHQ LOVRKM HS HUH@EHVR VKRHZKR KDYH BHHQWURXJK D SRFHWR
GHRQHYRQ 3KLES 5LK\WMUDGS /HVBLUDFLVRXQG WDWVEQN QCQH SHU FIQW
R VKHFKXUR GIDYHUVKW TXHVVRQHS ZKRZHUHDIHG — DQG RHU QWS § GRWY
P\l DVK- DVRQH R ViH NH UHD\RQY EFKLQG \WHL UG HFL\RQ WR/WRIS IVHQ G
FKXUR 7KH X\H WHLU IRGQIVWR OMDW WK M] WIHVR GHRRQHYRQ
IGHDAUIHGE)\ 1 RP DQSNR@RYG QIPHO\FULVRVEHIHI- TUHYHZ DQG UHIBPVIRQ-

TADIHPIRQ ZLVKGUDZO- TVEQMIRQ DQGIHRFDWRY

(WKHU 00D S HUH@FHS WK ILUMARYU WIHV VLROBQHRXVOLQ DQ XKD\
VXGEQ GIRRHYWRQ §5 HUHQFH RUVIKHEHWD, DOLQ 6HHQ W\ 80@ Z DVWK
TICOONULAY 1Q DERQHUSIRAHW ( IMKHUZ D LW SAIHG KLP LQNRD SHURG RI

WDQMRQ RU PER LQZ KLK KH QHGHGR ILQGTQZ VRUFHR P HDQQ) D

% K oontz, Faith and Choice, p.101.
% Richter, P and Francis, LJ, Gone But Not Forgotten (London: Darton, Longman and Todd, 1998),
pp.16-26, 37.
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SXBRW  0DO VHPV VR BH UHHUQJW RRLY/ LQG WAJ P ICDW W DWZ KHQ KH
GHVFEHWKH @FNR FRQWROKH KDVRY HUIKLVQRPDGLF OLIWEH 1, JRVQRUXGGHU

7TKHZLQGE®Z VQRIWHD\ , JR QRUK 7KDW ZKR, DP-

' HVSW \KLV 0 DOVQ@IH ®RH/ WHP WR EHUHIDWG B D SHUMRD RGH RI
KRQRX Z KLFK *UHIRY (ULFNRQ SROWRXV PD KDYH IWRUJLQWQWHK EHOHV KH
RQMH KB 'DY LG 0 DILAD VXPBU]HV0 DO-\HVKLIPOWWRQFH D/ TWRH FLIR \ RXU
FUHZ SIRWFV MA Z HDN QG KHG WH QG HHUFLVGM(DD YREGH Z LVK
UHWDIQW  7KLVIVQRW BIV\ ZKHQ OWHDOO OLRILLQVEFH 2 SK L@ DG
P RD®LW\KDLG \R MGIH Z KHH \WH ERQGOHVDUH 2 ZHKFK FR@ BH D
P WD KRU RUOLIE IWKQ RYPRGHDREIHW Q WH PRYH 6HUH@L VHWV DHZ
P RQVKDMAUWK VHUL HWHHUH VHYGH@EH WDAO DO-\BUGFISGV DUH VEESIQJ D\KH

VIRRVWKHHXQIPHG P HQ

$ OWUODVH H SHUHQFHV

7KURXIKRX\D@RI WKW HYHQW =RHZ DVDAO DOV @ \KRZIQJ DQ
XQIGKIQ) (R DAV VRZDUGHKLP W RX® HH) EHVDLG WIBAMKH KDGDLVK LQ 0 DO
7KH YHZHULVQRV DPWH R KHU HHOQIVWRDUWGY* RG EXWZ KDW LV HHQVVVIKDV
UDVKUVEQ EHFRPLQJ HPEMMHG E\ GHHDWERH HOVEHHQ P RUH XFFHVIXO KD

0 DO QUHEX.AQ) KHUQIH +DYIQJ IRYQG LQWPDF\ LQ DY) LHDARQVKS \KH IV

% Richter and Francis, Gone But Not, p.23.

% Whedon, Serenity, DVD.

57 Erickson, G, ‘Humanity in a“Place of Nuthin”’ in Wilcox & Cochran, Investigating Firefly, p.172.

% Magill, D, ‘I Aim to Misbehave’ in Wilcox & Cochran, Investigating Firefly, p.80.

% Whedon, Serenity, DVD.

" Thisidea aose out of acomment made on the discusson thread that | started on this topic on Facebook.
Seehttp://mww.facebook.com/home.php?#/topic.php?uid=15025880513& topic=6454& ref=mf accessed
31 January 2009.
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QRZ UDG. WP DNH SO IRUKH QI JKYHDIRQ $V . RRY WDAM TLOWPDF\
DVZ HOOV IDVK GHPDQGD ZLAQJIGHWWR I YXQHDED Z KLK |RU 0DO

VEQWERXQV RVEHJAQJ | RUD EXODM/

7KH FRP SOM/H SSRIWM R 0 DO 6LIRQUXSSRUWG XU LFDARQ RG KI5 D
IHUMQ\EHOH LQ \KH $SOOIFH D/IDVD IRUF IRU RRG DQG HQLKWMPHQW 7KLV

EHIH Z DV WDWHHGZ KHQKH GLVRYHHG ZKDAWK ZHUH G VR KV VLAY

)ODVHEFN/WR IKWDQG 5L YUV FKLGKRRGKDYH D XREIDQ BSHODEH \KFK
DVVKHLPDIH R ViKH\ RXQJ 5LYHULQ DD RSHD DLU ABMRRP VHWQ DEHD YU XO
JDUGHQ BWK WIW RWKHP RYH 6HUHRL  $V%MDJEUD) DR SRQVRXV WK QHW
VIRWAD \RWD RQVDIX? D GVRS.F VFBIHIQ ZKLFK WK \WHDIH 5L YAULY EHQJ
VRUKWBG  7KH FRQVDW EWZHQ WHVH WZR IIBHVIVV\P ERDFR 6LPRQVRZQ
T6HHQWO DO , Q DGIVWRQ R/GMQI | DIWKQWH $OOIFH 6LPRQ ZDV
DEDQGQHE E\ KL\SDHQVV ZR IHXHGWR BV @ KVEHIH WKW 5180Z DV Q

GDbQIHU

6LPRQVUNSRQH ZDV WFRPPLW KP\HDZ KRBKHRWBIWR WK \VNR

VDIQJ DG KDQQJ KVEHRYHG VLMY 6KDQQBZ HGEWRQ YHZV 6LIRQV P LIWRQ-

DVLOWMXP HQDOLQ JLYQ 0 DO VRAWLOJ \R BHOHYH QRFH DIDIQ VXIIHWAQ) \WWDW

" Koontz, Faith and Choice, p.110.

2 K oontz, Faith and Choice, p.74.

3 Whedon, Serenity, DVD.

" Maio, B, ‘Between Past and Future’ in Wilcox & Cochran, Investigating Firefly, pp.204-205.
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T6LARQ QG 5LYHUV SOLKWZ DV \WHFDVIO\W VKDW SN0 DORQ D SD\WW \WZ D5

SRV\EOHHHE UK\D @ WTVIRUPWRY

) LOGQJ VRP HVKLQJ VR EHOHYH LQ

7KHVKRZ | IHTXHQ® F RGGHPQVWRW Z VK XQT XHMRHGIXQGBHQBER VW
EHIHV +RZHYHU QWHP RYH 6HUH®L WH QMG \R BHOMYH LQ\RPHWIKY LV
KLKOLKWMMG 0DOI DFIQJ D GLILKOGAGPPD VHHIN\DGLFIURP %RN KH
| RORZ LQJHF KBQH WBH\BM@FH

ORRN 2 QO\RQH \KLQJ LV RQQDZ DON RXVKURJIK WLV 0 DO %@H|

0DO &P RQV PDNH PH D8\ 6 KFSKHJG , IDWRRNQ IRUKHS
ILRP RQ KX 7KDV\D ®RQ ZDW RUDWRIQ GQW FRPI>VLF@

RN KHQ ,VBON ERX\W EEH ZK\ GR\ RX DZ D\V DWXPH WKW DP
VBN Q) DERXWV RG

0D OKDVQRUHVRQH
/ DMU 9RRNVOLQI Z RGVVR 0 DODUH T, QW FILZKDWRX EHOHYH LQ NK\W

EHOHYHLO LW-

7KHH VIQWPHQWD B LQ OCH ZLViK WHZ RUGY HZ LOGWBVBE\ WK
HS HUHQFVR VKH RIKHUFWZ P HP EHUV-XW B RHLV VIAG E KHUEHIH [QVKH
IXWMH WHRXIK KHU UB@RQKLS ZL\W : DVK DQGLPRQLWDYHGE\ KIVPLWRQ R/
UHVAH 5L 1Q \KH\DPH Z D\ 0 DOQHHGV\RP HWLQJ 1Q ZKLAK VIR EHDIYH 7 KLV LV

HTXLYD®IQV RAKH TUBRFDMRQ VWIHR GHFRQHWRQ VHH H  RUVR WK

> Swendson, S, ‘A tale of two heroes' in Espenson, Serenity Found, p.68.

"8 Such as the villagers in Safe, Burgessin Heart of Gold and the Operative in the movie Serenity. See
Greene, E, ‘' The Good Book’ in Espenson, Serenity Found, pp.91-92.

" Whedon, Serenity, DVD.
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GLVFRY\ R Z KDV B0 7LIBR G DQPAOR.DWHRQHUQ- VWDWLV DQ

LPSHDW¥ FRQYFMRQ URQ& KLK @ H IVRUDQ] HG

YRR\ ZRUGY B WK TXHWIRQ 2KRZ GR $RSB FRPH VR EHIHYH D
VRIHWIQJ" 7LOFK YWQV VKQ BINLURQ LWRHIB B\ HQYL\RQQJ IDWK YIWHK
HS HUEQMH R EHQJ JDVS$GE\ DQ YXAOLPD\W FREHQ UDWKUNRQ RUDVZ HOOV
EHQJRP HMIQJ VR VS 7KHUH CUQR HOVA DQZHUV RWMK GHEDWH ERYW
ZKHWHU IRQHWMRQ H SHUHEHWDUHQWDAB E\ * RG - RKQ RUE\
IQGYGXW ODWKMZ 2/ HZLV5DPER GNFUEH/WKV GRIPLFDVRGIR WK

SDID@R[HVHQRYQWHHGZ KHQNUQ WRHLQHFRQ YWRQ

. RRQVIH SDLQVI%RNASGD D\GHPRQVWMOJWKBZ6RN FQVHH Z KDV @O
FDQ@RW

0 DO KV DOZDYKDG | DIVK 2 | DLWLQ QRYH | DIWKQ KLV FBDWE IDPLO\

DB IDLWIQ IUHHGRR  « 7 KLV DA 2 \SHA.IDOKLY | DIVK LQ IUHGRP

D@ WH LQKHBIQVUIKVZHW R LW 1V WHNH WKDAZ LOQHBIDH KLP

ILRP KLV VBILPSRHGSUIRD RIHP SW\ IIDQAFGHSHDRQ
$OKRKIK 0 DO FD. QRV JI) FRPRUVDQGAMIQIVIK WILRXIK WXXQ) * RG WKW DUH
WLQIWKDW K EHOHYHVLQ Z KLK ZLO@NSLUH@QG WM RUP KLP DVKH PV XSR)

WHP

8 Explained in Cobb, Blackwell Guide, pp.101-105.

" Explained in Cobb, Blackwell Guide, p.103.

8 Rambo, LR, Understanding Religious Conversion (New Haven, CT: Yale University Press, 1993), p.176.
8 K oontz, Faith and Choice, p.115.
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7KDVEIMWMWHQNVBFH DSHIYWR G SXDW \RP HKILQI R - RW : KHGR)-V
RZ Q SKHRQDO HEHIHGH ,Q DLONKMHZ DERXWHUHRL : KHGR) ZKR IVDQ
DIH.VWD @ Z KR IEPIWVKDVODOL\KLY YREH: ZIMAQ \WHKRZ  TXHWIRQWHH
FRPP RQDWXP SURQ WBA CRALWGR @W KPH EOH VARV VB VKDV\KH
P HOJQJR QIH D@ \WHP HDQAQJ R ZK DW H GRZ WK RXUOLFK/LY \RP HILQ) VKDW

LWHWHBPHOLP SRWQW

7KXV VIKHOQW/ TXRWEB [ERH [LRP WK VFGW ZKFKZ HH SXV MGRKM
P RXWK RD &KUWDQ SIHVVEXW ZMWBE\ DQ DMLVW OR) E \HHD \R P D\H
VIVHZ IWKQVIKH QDAY HR WK WRUWRMLVEHQ) VRES EXW DHVKA

VIQWPHON VKDV D SHAZ RX@ DRMDD HSUHW™"

JURP RQHEKULVINDY HZ SRQWKFK ZRUBVZ RX@ EH G.VPWHG D\KHHV\ DV
WH GR WP DNHUH HUKFH \R WHQHFHWIV R EHOHI LQ -HXV - RKQ  D@B
LPSO\WKBDEEHIHIVDH \WH\VDP H 7 KDAD &KUMDQ SUHMAVKRXTS DEYR DA \KFK
D YDIXH BHOH V\WWH FRXG EHVHHQ BI XUVKUHY IGHDFH WBIAN, KHERQLY FONKQJ
EHIH 1Q *RG DSHIUXQMIFHWMDU\ 2U [IWFRX@ EH DUHHHG@H VR SRUP RGHUQ
OHVWHY QZKLFK WV DVKRQIEG RIFH P RIH WRHIHY 1Q \RP HMIQ) LQCHHG
SHKBY Q DKL SRYIGHS \RX GR GW MID VRAR® HOM Z KDWR E HDHYH:
6XFK DSUGFIS®! EXWWH G VMYFARQEHEHHD &KUMADQIDIVK \XSHYWRQ DG

VHD LPSURMP HQV

82 http://www.youtube.comvatchv=yriszwUh1Eo accessed 31 January 2009.
8 Hollinghurst, S, New Age, Paganism and Christian Misson (Cambridge: Grove Books, 2003), p.5.
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$Q DWHDDYH &UMIDQ $INSHFWYHZ RXE EH WRANGZOHGH WDWDLW
L\D ZLGHU REHSWKDQPHUHO\ RQHMQJIWR BUHGD \DHPHQV  $V BI\WU
S5RAQVZUMAV WL \VCRMEZ KDWZH EHOMYH « EXW« KRZZH EHOHY H« WKLY«
KRZ RYUEHOH VFKDEIHQIH WDQVRP DQGIEHDW \WHH[IMWWBFH R RIKHY DG
RXUVBIHV: WY SRNVE®! \WDVWRRN L\H SUHWMQI WK \DP H RSIQRQ ' DYH

7RPQQRQZ KLK LV 1, DNH QRER®IVDERXWP\ RZ QIDIVK FRPPIWRHQV EXW,

UHALQ FRYWQ® RSHOWR HERXQWUD) * RG QRWKIU D\

7R \KPP DU H WKV FRESWWKD/RSHHG DAVFRXIH QR WK FRFHSW R
EURNHQ I DMK VKH QIXUH R QIH IQWDQMIRQ RULPER D@ \WHFRQWTXHOW
SURFHWR UHRFDVIRQ ,\WKDV/DMAG NH\ KHMRQYDERW KR R4 FRAHV \R KIYH
| DLW DQG ERXMVK YDIXH@HVV RIVK FEMPAVWR VWDW IHIH ,Q DGGVRQ MKDV/
EURXIKW XFRQAHUQWDERXWKHZD\ LQZ KLK EHKDYRXU LVHIX®WG RGHEHM
LVRYW 7HFREHSW RGHFRQHMLR) ZLOEH H SRHGLO QOIDAYHIRUP 1Q
FKIBWH RXU WKQ WHKZ D LQZ KLAK WHH M/ FKDAPQH \WH FRQWMP SRIDU\

FKXUR ZLOBH &FXWHGLQ FKESVAU 1L

8 Rollins, P, How (Not) to Speak of God (London: SPCK, 2006), p.125.
& Tomlinson, D, Re-encharting Christianity (Norwich: Canterbury Press 2008), p.53.
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&KDSVIAU

- XVMNHHS RQ Z DOILQJ
SUHDFKHUP DQ



2 SHQLQJ VIKH YRR\

. D\®H +RZ FRPH\ RX GRQWFDH ZKHUH \R-UH RQ"
YRR &DXHKRZ \ RXJHWWHKIB! LWKH Z RWKH(S DWW
. D\GH <RX DP LWRQDU\"

YRR\ , IXHW

P D\KHSKHIG | LRP \KH 6RYMGR Q$EEH
YRR\ ,-P F DIBG %RN
%HQ RW RIKHZRUGI RUD \SHD
/' INH RIZDO W X KLOA
0 DEH BIQJ WHZRIG VR WKP DVQHHGV MWRTS

. D\GH Z DVILYH) WH\BVN RIRNIQ RXA RUSRWEMDOS DAHQHUVRU
6HHQW , Q \KH FURZ GVPLQAQJDIRXQGVH QRVIHGEKHKH.G %RRN D@ HIIDIHG
KLP IQ FRQMHIDARY 7KH.UEVAXWMRQ QFRGIE WK IQAMREXF\VRU\ FRPP HONV TXRWG

CERYH

8 Whedon, Firefly, Episode 1.1.
8" ACEO depicting Shepherd Book, drawn by Rachael Harper, used with permisson.
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7KURXIK D GMILEG HDPLODWRQ RVIKRH EUHI VHOVBIFVKLYNFVWRQ R
WH GLVHUDIRQ HSERUHWKH H WQWR Z KLK YRR FRYOG H GHVFEHG D/D
PLWLRDO ROUDWH ) RU WH XISRVAVRI WR/SDSHUNK WP P IWRQD UH HY\VR
VRAHWKLQJWKBLY TFKDDAWH JHG B PLVVRQ: ZKHUHIP IWRQ LV

« RXU FRPAW/B SDWAFSDYRQ DV *RG VSHS®! DW RGV QY MWRRQ

D@ FRPP DQG LQ * RG:V R PLWRQZIWIQ WH KLVRU\ RI *RGV
ZRUGIRUWK LHGIPSMRQ RI *RGV FHDARQ

,Q SDIAX@U WLV RIBWHFRQIGHY/VIKHWIQU LFBQFH R VKH GIVLQDARQ
MKESKHG DGBWHK @P H9RRN- DVZ HOOV FULTMLQ) VKH Z D\ LQZKLFK KV
PLWLROLY @G KW DKHZ DONWH ZRUG WIBKQJ T\WWHZ RUG RAKHP DV QHHG/ LW
VRS- KDALY ZMWVB KHUHYVIQM@EHG \RFRP SBPHQWKH DIWFB B %IEMBLQ
: KD\ Z KLIK GUZLQI RQ WHZ RUNR OLFKDHD )URN GHVRIEH/YRRN Y B! 1Q
WAUP\R SWRLPLW SUDFWFIQ) WH SIHVKIFH R &KUW SRZHIBMQNV D

SURFOP D\IRQ

$ P IVNRQDU VKHSKHUG Z IVMKRXWD | GRFN

%R\ GHELFWWLVUR® [Q SLRYMRQIDWHPY 1, IXHW- JOD EH- DG LV
UIXFVQN WREEBHSWIKHDEHOP LIWR@U\- GHVFULE) KP \HOI QVWIG D\D
MKEBKHG & KULVREKHU : WKW E1IQH/PLWRQDHVDY WRH Z KR DH IVHQVE)
FKXURHVWRIHJDIH LQPLWIRQ X\XBDO\Q DFXOX W RKHIWKQWHKURZQ
%R\ KD/FRPH IURP 6 RAWRRZQ $EEH  DIMRXIK KH VDO BLQWIVRPHWKY R

VKH G.VRBOH RIWKV 2GHILQ KLV RX\I DUCD SFDDQH KLV FEEDWVHDIHMACH D@

8 Wright, CJH, The Misson of God (Nottingham: IVP, 2006), pp.22-25.

8 http://brackishfaith.bl ogspot.com/2008/05/wwsbd-what-woul d-shepherd-book-do.html accessed
6 February 2009. Frost, M, Exiles (Pegbody, MA: Hendrickson, 2006).

% Wright, Mission of God, p.23.
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KLV BYRWRQWR 9 HUDQG UEOHAWVR\ WK LVQR HYCH@H WDAKH KDVEHHQ
MHQVE\ WKP 5 DMKHUWKQHQMUQI D HZ FXOXW KH \HHPVWREH UH HQVHQJ
KLVRZ Q DWHUDWPH RI ZWHGDZ DO IHWKUWH WHP TP LWRQDU\: QRZ X\VKDDO\
UIS@FHG Z IWKIPLMRQ SDHU- QRU JKHBKHG  Z KL KDV XQRWXQDW/
DWRFIDARQYZ LW, VSUMKDOD EX\H Z VIO \KH \KHSKHIBQ) PRYHPHQV  LVSRSXDU

VRGD

7KH LPDIH R T\KHBKH.G LVXVHGLQ \KH %E® VR GNFUEH*R G 3\DOP
3\DOP (JHNLB -H\XV - RKQ +HEWZV WWH GIDGIY
R MDH SDWKDWD ' DYIG 6 DPXHD WK 3HWDQ .1QJ &UXV VOIDK
6LPRQ 3WH - RKQ DQG \WRVH Q GIIEHUKLS 1Q WH HIDD F KXUR

$SFW 3HWH

JURP DWXG R VKHVH EEQFDOW] W6\B @\ 6NUH WY GHQW HV WK
VHEIKHUG -V M UHVBQ/ELOYDV RYURE JXLEQJ SURVAWDJ SURNIQJ IRUDQG
JDMHIQJI WHKHIS +H REHUYHWDWZ WKLQ \KH GRYHIRSP HQNV RFKXUR
VWEWUHV IRMQRJ- KD/UHSDFHE TIDWHIQ)- Z KLOVYWHARK HIWENVK DH
EHFRP HIREXVG XSR) Y¥H SHIRQDO BIHGVR FKXUFK P HP EHUV ,Q IWVRQH WR
VKLY 6N BNBMFDO O RUVIKH GHYHIRS P HQV RD P IWR@U\SDIWBVKHSKHIG Z KRH
TRWD ZRUSL EUHI QHFHVVIRULQFGGHY FRQFHUQ RUGRQ& KU L VDY DQG \RFIDO

UBDAHVRXWEHR WK KA. %RN FR@ BH VHHQ DVDQZHUQJ VXK DFDOO

9 Seefor example Harbinson, A, Savage Shepherds (London: Authentic Media, 2006).
92 Skredlet, S, Picturing Christian Witness(Grand Rapids, M1: Eerdmanns, 2006), pp.160-162,169,183-188.
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$AKRXIK SHISKHDO FRUDF\MY/LQWHK VHUEVDWXP H WDVIRRN L\WHK
VKSV JFRSDIQ  KHLV RHHO\D SIVHQHURQBHHQ W \R IMZRX@ QRY MHP
ULKVWWR I6VFUHBMK FUZ DVKLY TREN  +RZHYHU MLVHYIGHQWIKDV KA \RRQ
EHARP H KLV BBV ,Q DQRQNKGIHP HQVD ZD KH VHHPVDEOHRVIFFHSW
THYHURGH ILRP WWKH WKW RXQG 6lPRQ VR \WHHQXDD,QDD VR \WH FIXCH

P HAHQDI -D\ G+

$ OVQJ UEM

. RRQV] FR PHQWRQ WH Z D\ LQ ZKLFK %R R IQMREXFHVKIP \HOI 5D\KHU
WDQVDLQJ DP %RR KH DQRXQFV 1,-P FDOORKIRN:  7KLVSKIDVH DMV
WH TXHVARQ E\ ZK RP KD/KH EHHQ FDOIEG RICDP HG",| WLV LB SHXCRQP WWDW
KH IVXVQJI LQ RIGUVR KIGH KV SVWWHKQ MIVDQ DSURSUDW FHRLIH | RU RP HRQH
ZKRLV URKHQWW\SLAX WG IHOEQJ ILRP WK %E®! +RZ HYHU WHX\H R WHZ RUG

OGS - LPSQHVDQLQY MWDRQ WRERSAD SIIWKBU RFDARQ

-X\WW B 000 BVEHHQ WIRXJK DQCFIGHIN KDW KIFDX/HE KLP WRBRVH KLV
IDLW VR YRR PXWV KPH EIH) WURJIK \RP H P DEH VLROU LQFIGHOV R SBFHVV
R ILQAQ) UHALVRYHWY RUEHIQ) IRXG B* RG ZKLK HVKHJ BUY IURP RU BG
VR WK EED@R@PHQW IRKLY SUHNRXY OHMACH 7KH SRVELQU R EHQJ BIGHHP HG

IURP UDIMHUWE WIBSHSLQ D GVNDQG Y RHQV SVWIVD FRPPRQ YWHP H ERWK

% For example the Alliance Official in Bushwacked Whedon, Firefly, Episode 1.3.
% Raising the question, can you be ashepherd without a flock?

% K oontz, Faith and Choice, p.121.

% K oontz, Faith and Choice, p.121.
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ZLWKLQ WK ORI WK \DIQW D@ Z IWIQWMHVRUBVWESE K HRQ WV
SRV\EOHKDMP6RN- ZDVD QZ QDP HJILYHQ \R KP DVSIUVR VIV FDOQJ- DV Q

VKH H SHUHGFHR $EWKDP 6 DUDK DQG 3WH * HIVLV - RKQ

SOMUQWHO\WK QIP H 9RRN - FRX@ EHUIDG LQ \WH @KW R5D\
ADEXU\V)DKIHEHW  DVWKH\KHSKHJG \DWMAPSWREHRPH D OLQLFRS
R VKH %ED LQWHK \DP H ZD\ WKDW MHFKDLDFMY LQ MW RYHO RHP RU] HGDQG
HPERGHG RVKIUM[W \WDVZ HUH Q CDQHURI EHQJ SHUPDGHQUOCHVVWRHG B
WH JERRN EXIQHUY  7KLYZ RYOGHHP DQ DSWR®! |RUD PRQN WS H FKLDFWH
EHDUQJ LQPLQG ¥H DGIHQAP R WU URBI LQ WHSUHMIQJ RIELEOLED

P DXVFUINE

URRNVFRS\ R ViH %E®I FRPHVX@EHUDWEN LRP 5LYHU ZKR DWASW\R
HAWW.Q REHJVR UHARYH \WH FRQVDG FIRQY 7KLV IOE\WRKHIRTRZ LQJ
HFKDQH

ORRN 5LYHU\ RX GRWIL[ ViKH %E®
5L, WWEBRNHD LW 68HVQWP DNH \HQH

ORRN W CRW ERXAP DNQJ QW , WVDERXW BQ QI LQ
VRAH\KOQJ $QG GWIDJ WDV BOH EH UHEDH@RXIK VR FKDQH
\RXUQIH ,W-\DERXMDIWK< RX GQWI L ID VK 5LYHU , WIL[HV
\RX

" This point arises from a comment about the experience of Saint Martin that was posted, on my blog
http://serenity-firefly.blogspot.com/2008/06/i s-shepherd-book-redly-priest.html accessed 6 February 2009.

% *A hallmark of Whedon’swork is the notion that a dark, bloody past doesn’t condemn a person to wea that
coat for the remainder of existence’ Koontz, Faith and Choice, p.124.

% Bradbury, R, Fahrenheit 451 (London: Harper Collins, 50" Anniversary Edition 2004), pp.158-162. Idea
inspired by Kelly, G, Stretch (Milton Keynes: Authenic Media, 2005), pp.18-19.

190 \Whedon, Firefly, Episode 1.7. Buckman suggests that, at a subliminal level, this sene may be introducing
theideathat River, whois ‘broken’ and who ‘doesn’t make sense’, will only be ‘fixed’ when the others come
to havefath in her. Buckman, ‘Much Madness in Wilcox & Cochran, Investigating Firefly, p.46.
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SLYULQVESURV \WH %EDI OMDOODQG SBHDUVR\QHB ZKDV %)
OF/ DIHQGHVRIEHVDVD JPRGIQ YHWRQ R* RG  WRMLV RH WBAWKH FDQ
XQGHWEQGI IRP D RILIODQGAHQWLFSHY SR %RRNVUNSROW ZKLK
GRHVQRAMH HU W* RGH[ SD@GWKH TXHVIRQ GVRWHE RQ BH  +RZ FDQ
VRHR® PDN\H KLPVI® RUIKHIHO! EOH Y 1Q \RP HILQ) H\SHRADM\ VR HVKQJ
WDW B CRMPDNHVHQH" $QG LI \WDWDQKDS$Q KRZ GRIWKDW HOHI KDH

WH S HU W KHD

$ Z DDOLQI VDALDP HQW

- RKQ 3UWFKDUG BVHV$XWAR ) DUHUV LFDIH R VKH SIHVW MVZDINQ)
VDADP HQAV DQG H STIQVIMDY PQ RWZDUG QGYL\EGI LJQ RIDQUZDG DG
VSUWXD JUDR< WMH SUHMQFH R * RG ZIWIQWKHFRPPX QW 7KIVIVDQ
LQVLBWXO IGEWADVIRQ \R UIDG TRQMGH RRN-VMVIAP HQNV DEXWZDQWR) VIR

T DONWK ZRUOG

7KHZ D\ LQZ KL SHRS®I LMVSRXG \R 9RRN PD\ EH GHI\WUPQHSE\ WKU
XQGHWIQGQ R *RG ) RUH DP S®i 0 DO BV WDMP HQ RI *RGP DNH HMU\RCH
IHHO JIOW\@QG KGIHG:  7KLVFRXB LPSO\D S FVEH R * RGDVDQU DQG
NKGIHP HOVD &QYHUVBH WHZ D\ LQZ KLAK SHRSB LPDIIQH* RG FRX®

LQOHFHG E\ WKRIUH[SHIHCGFH R UHOLERXV QG YGXDOVINH RN DV3UWKDUG

ZDWyV

101 McLaren, BD, More Ready Than You Realize (Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 2002), pp.63-64.
102 pritchard, J, The Life and Work of a Priest (London: SPCK, 2007), p.86.
103 \Whedon, Firefly, Episode 1.9.
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7KH \KD.S WX LMWEW |RUP DQ SHR®H VWH OH R VWKH SJHMALY

WH RO TKFO\ERRN- WH Z 1@ MHUHDG « 3 HR®HQ D U MQW

MHH WIRXIK X\ DV SUBMV D@ HVWHUWK\ VHH -H\KV RUVKH \HH

VRAH\KLQJ OH\DMUDRAH

7KHUHDUH \HYHUD RCHUZ D\ VIQZ KLIK WK LP DJHR Z DONY ViH ZRUGFDQ
EH YHZ HG D\D P IWR@OPHWDIRU ) RU QVW@EH IMHOFWWH DPURQ RI *RG
*HQMIY  D@GWHK IFDQMMRQ R- HVKV DV ZHIDDVHAKRQI VKHFRPP DQG WR
WH G.VBOGVWR*R LQVR OW/K Z RUOGQG SRFOLP WK JRRGIHZ VR \WH Z KR®
FUBIRQ 0 DN . Q DEAMIRQMUISUHMONVVKHZ D LQZ KL WRVHZ KR
IRORZ D SWWX@U UBLJIRX/IDIWK B DD VRQ D M&H\ 2 Q RBI RFEVRQ
ZKHQ5LYHU DOV 9RRNVR DWE\ ZL WRXWIWEBSLIQ) WREON KH\DV T.HHS RQ

ZDONQ) SHIFKHU PDQ-  (ULRRQILQG/KHU ZRUGV V\PRIF DV LQ K\RSIQRQ

| DLW DQGVXYK fDUH DDD VRQ WH PRYH DB LQ WHQHFHWOU VHIUFK RU WHP

RQHFDQ RQ\ "NHHS RQZ DOMRJp-

2 QVKKH RKHJ DQGYRRN VXVHR ViH Z RWG TZRUB FRXG P SO\WDW K
VHHVD WILG \HRX@U \DAHG GYGHEHWHHD KV QIHIQVEH QG RXVEH RIWK
$EEH  ZKHBIVWHK PLMRQD YHZSRQW RXB GRRN IRUMH KFO\LQ DOMWDARQY
)LQEDOWRRN FRX EH \HHQ IVKIAQ) EHKQG WLV DQXDIH ZKHQZ KDWHKLY
UB@GRQI LV RQJ RQ CBHIRQD ZIDOERXNEHXH IKHV IRXQG: RG EXAKH
VVIDQHHG/VR ILQGKIP VHOI-  7KLVZ RYOG LRS D VSLUROHIFK KDALY PRUH

DERXWHOI DOLORQV KIDQ YH GNILH W BH* RGV VHIDYWQ *RGV ZRUOG

19% pritchard, Life and Work, p.39.

195 \Whedon, Firefly, Episode 1.7.

106 Erjckson, ‘Humanity in a “Place of Nuthin”’ in Wilcox & Cochran, Investigating Firefly, p.178.
197 http://www.thewebsi tez com/tvcentral /F/firefly.htm accessed 6 February 2009.
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2Q0 \D\ \iH Z RUWG

%RN VIOMQUR) D\KHZ DONWHK ZRUTS VR JEUQ) WK Z RUGNRRMP DV
QHG/LWREE  6XFK DWIDWRAHQVFRX@ EHFULTKHG | URP D PLWWRQEDSHYSHRA Y
LQ VIYHDOGLITHBIQAZ D\ V )LUVWQA Z KDV RRN L\DFMBDO\MMQJ LV BUQIWK
. RG DVIQIEUQ - KKV LOR SHRSBHV OYHVWHQUKDWAD GHQDOR ViKH
FROFHSVWR PLWLR HLD@ SHYHIHQV JOFH VKDV, WK BHOH WWDWKM: RUQY

DOUBG LQ WH ZRES -RKQ

6HFRQEO\ LIKH XQGHWIQG WK Z RUG EHQJIWES DVWK YHUIDO
HS @QM/RYRUSDVVAI RQ RILQRUPDARQ WHY DV-RKQ)LQ®H\ ZRYOG DX KHLV
1Q GRHUR UHOIQJWRRHDYL\ORQ D EDIDIH R Z RUGVIMHUWKQRQ WH SRZHU
R VKH+RO\ LUN  $SOMUCDW HO\ILGFHQN RQRID Z RX@ SRONV RWKDWH IV
VRR GISH@EHQV ZRQ IHIFKIQJ SHRS®I WKRXIK VKH.UHQH R KHDUQJ ZK HUHV
T*RG FDQ XH DDQYHVHQHV \R“VSHINUVR SHRS®!:  +RZHYHU \KHI DFVWVRW KH
P HQARQ ZDONQ] EHRUH VEONDJ LPSIHVWKBRN Y DZDUHNKBDRMRQY SHON

GG WDZ RELVY

$ VKLIG FUMFMP UHIDUGY WH KIDH WKHP DVQHHGYIW RIS ZKLFK FRX@
EH KHIMG D/ LASO\QI WRW RN BUDUGY KP VHOIDVAK SHURUVR \WRH ZKR KIYH
QRV KBIG \KH &KUY P HWDIH RUWKBKH [SSURFKH/SHS®! ZLVIK DVHW
DIHQGD VR WONR \WHP  DERYWV MHIRSHO UDWHUWDQ E1QJ BB\ VR AWHQ D@

UHSRQGWR WKP DV QGRYEXY 7K IVERH/QRV BSDUWRH WK FDWH IRU DV

1% Finney, J, Emerging Evangelism (London: Darton, Longman and Todd, 2004), pp.27-28.
199 Quoted in Hunter, GG 111, The Celtic Way of Evangelism (Nashville, TN: Abingdon Press 2000), p.74.
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QRWB [ERH YRR HXQHD\ VHPV VR EH UHQGVIKH RKHUFKDLDF\MY/LQ ZD\V

DSSUIRSUDW WRRMLUWOQHHG/DQG $IUMBRIDWYV

,Q@CH ZLVK \WL\SRQN DRXWXSHURUW D IXUWHJ RPPH QW FQ EHP DCH
DERXWKH WA R VKHSKHIG Z KLAK L\D GHVLQDIRQ WBN BUXP HVWKBRWWHLY Db
WH GRVW \HES DQG MDWHRN VKHKHUG L\DIEKDUBI D@ NQRZ VEHKV 6\WMYH 7D\GRU
TXHVVRQY WHPLWRQIDQDMH R VIKHLPDIH SWRYIGHG B KH SIDEB R VKH&RVW
VKIFS 0 DIWKZ IXN  H DVIMUIBEHV RWRQ \R WK
UHSRQVELQY R VKH RE SDG SIRHV\RQDO - ZKLO\WYHY RQH 18H P HUI

ZDWKHV

6LPLOUDOF / DIHQ Z UBAVD ERXWIKHZD\ LQZ KLK WHKLGHD RVKHVKIHS DV
&MV KDVEHFRPH HTXDWG ZLWHILPSX W RU JQFPDQ UIWK UKD QTEYHG -
TSHFRX D@ TRXKWIDVH 7R FKOWHQIH VXK SHURASIR QY 6NHVEW
FRPSDUHVGLIIHHQW D\ VIQZ KLAK WE/SDIDE®! KIVEHHD LHSHVIDWG 1O DJWQ
RIGHVR GDZ RYADOVHD MY H QMUSHVIIRQVR VKH W[W) RUH DPS®H LQ D
SDSHUFXM@ RI WK\WAHQHE) )D Q 3X VKKHH L\D JDSEHEHHD \WHEHFNRQQY
VKISHUG QG WH VKIHS Z KLIK \X PEROLBD LP SOHV KDV KHKHS KD/D FKRLFH

DVWR ZKHWWHUVR IHFRIQ] H VKHVKA SKHUG -V RLH BQG UHVSRG W \WHFDOO

19 httn://www.emergentkiwi .org.nz/archive/l ost-sheep-and-good-shepherds-and-luke-15-miss onal -revised-
version/ accessed 4 February 2009.

11 McLaren, More Ready, p.58.

12 gkredlet, Picturing Christian Witness pp.189-190.
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7KHUHDUH \HY HDOGL IHHQW D VIQ Z KLK %RNEUQIVVKHZ RUG RVSHR 3B
IQ)LLIH O\ 2 (H VWURJIK ZRWBVR ZLVEP RU S VDLQIV  DWRXIK\RPH R
WH SKDVHKHX\HV WHP WR EHFOIKRV RUKXP RURXVDVGHWHDW I KGHV BHKQG
1Q RIGU W DIRG IXWKUGHEDM  $QRWKUYZ KHQ Z RGVDWBI VIRA\HQ D\ R
DUDO WFKDVD IXQGHUDULAY  +H DOR EUQIVZ RUGR FKBOADRH DG
FRQIBRQVIRQ H\VSHFIDOOWR DO 3WEKDIG IFN®ZCHG.HY WDWRQVASRUDU\
SUHVWAQIWHLIGHILH R BH WBHDAW IRGFKDORILQ) WK HWLFR RAKHY

GV

 QWHBMAQIO\Y%RNIHXVHVVR JLH DZRG R VAVARRQ :© KHQO DO XJJHWV
WMDW BEN QHHGV \R WEIBLP DERW K\SDW ORRNUIHVRQE 1R, GRQW  +HLV
KRZHYHURSHQ DIRXW K/GRXEW 7 KLV LEHPRQWIVB LQ K/DGLWRQ WRLYHU
WMDWGHV SV ZKDW K UHOBV Q WH %EG! DIRXW RW ELQJ DIOIG KH GRIV HDU
GDW \WVSRNVE® WDWKN DFNGRZGIGHP HQWVKBZ6RN KOV GRXEWVV LV
D@RWKU D R EUQILQ) VKH HLVW@EH RI *RGLOR TXHWRQ KRZ HYHU W DR\
KD/WK FSSRWH HIIHRV DV :LQG* RREUHGG FRPPHQVY RX FDQW WOXEHCHYH

LORPHWIQ) XQBW\ RXYH GRYEWB LW-

13 gych as, ‘How we treat our dead is part of what makes us different than those [who] did the slaugttering.”
Whedon, Firefly, Episode 1.3.

14 A similar point is made aout Inarain Mas®n, C, ‘But she was naked!” in Wilcox & Cochran,
Investigating Firefly, p.20.

15 \Whedon, Firefly, Episode 1.12.

18 pritchard, Life and Work, pp.68-69.

17 \Whedon, Serenity, DVD. Thisisa storytelling device that adds to the mysterious nature of his character.
18 \Whedon, Firefly, Episode 1.8.

119 Goodfriend, W, ‘ Terror Management Aboard Serenity’ in Davidson, Psychology of JossWhedon, p.102.
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7KLV RIBWHKDVHS@RHG WK PLMRQDQIXUHR %RN-V URRQ RDLG
6HHQW , Q RGHJVR GRR MKD/ LQ DSLUN RSRVYWRGH@W UHESG WQIV QR
VKH FK LDAWHWRW VHRULIRID ZUHW SUREDED\QHY HIHQY LVING )RUH DPS
VL \VXGDLHD\KDWHAM SRIGHHG®RQ RYHWVK GHLQWRQ R D PLVARQDU\ 7KLV
SWRWH FROAQXHY Q WHLP DILQDU\ VACDUR GHSLAVB LQ FHOSMU IRU &KBWH
ILYH \WHQFRQWEH W VKHIQSLDMRQ WBAFDQ E JOBIQIE IRP %6RRNY WCH R

S&KULVID. GVRBMKLS
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&KDSVIAU

' R\RX P LQGU , VD JWDFH"




S HYHULQJ VMH KHUWP HOHXWHFDOI B2

RN 6KBDOUHPLQG RX RIWKWH R WK * RRGDPDUWDQ
0DO ,GUWKU RX GGQW

7KH VEISW R)LUH O\P D\HVD GLHFWHHUH@EHWRKM SRDED R WMH*RRG
6DP DUMDQ /XNH VR WH VWRU\R 1 RIK-VDIN * HQHVLV D@ \R \KH
RFFYSDVRQR - HVX\DVD FDUSHIVH 0 DN MY SRVE®! \KDW RHJ
VIRU\GRM/Z HH LOSLBG B\ ELEOLED MWV WRXIK WHH LVQR GUHAN MIGHQH \KDW
WDW \WKH FDVH )RU QWRMAH 0 DOVZ RUGVVR - D\QH IVHU WHDWAU D HG
5LYUDQGLPRQNRX WD ) 0) R P\FUHZ \ RX WD R PH-  UH\R@WHLW

ZRWGVILRP VKH SDEM RI WK \KHAS D@ \WHIRDW 0 DWKHZ

6HYHUDORWMHU QFIG HQWV IURP VH VHUHV RYOG B FRP SDIG I GFRQV DWG
ZL\W BEEOLED SWDIHVDQG DK UHDG QWK OKW RWK RVKU &FK DSUDFWFH
VDNHVDVD PRGHOVWH Z D\ LQ ZKLEK/ DUU\ .BAVWWHU TUH WAV VKH KHP H@X WO
IGRZ - LQRGHUR HSGRUHKRZ WK GYHUMLRI P HDQQI LQKHHOMQ HEOLEOWRVY
FDQEH EURIKW RWWKURJIK DQ HDPLQDIRQR NH ZRUN\R OBADWUH 00G
ILOP  3RWE® HDP SBVLOFGCH 0D OVWMAQ) HS HUHQ LQ WIKHP SW \KLS

GXUQ 2XW R*DV  DRQ@MGH WH WIRSWIIRQ R - HWXV Q \WH ZLGHQ NV

120 \Whedon, Firefly, Episode 1.3. In this exchange Book is trying to persuade Mal to go to the dd of another
ship. Erickson states: ‘ For Mal to base his decision making processon a paradigmatic narrative taken from
the Bible would be too easy. Mal till believesin right and wrong and the possbility and recessty of making
ethical choices, but he nolonger believes in the reli gious connection to these dedsions' . Erickson, ‘ Humanity
in a “Place of Nuthin”’in Wilcox & Cochran, Investigating Firefly, pp.173-174.

21 \Whedon, Firefly, Episode 1.7.

122 \Whedon, Firefly, Episode 1.13.

123 \Whedon, Firefly, Episode 1.9.

124 A connedtion suggested by Koontz, Faith and Choice, p.106.

125 K reitzer, Gospel Images, pp.15-16.

126 \Whedon, Firefly, Episode 1.8.
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IXNH 5 LYAUVMR DVBHHIQJ QR TWH EDFN- Q%\KZDFNHG D@ \WH
VKQQJ IDFH R 0 RVHV EHQ KHHPHUHG IWRP WKHF@®)G R * RGVSUHVHIH
([RGX/ RUKHFUHVR SDQ \KDVBLYHUFR Q/\WQWCKH Y DQGKH
HS HUHQFH R - HWXV YHZHG \KIRXJK WK OBVR VWKH6X! HUQ) 6HYDQV

, VOIIK

7KLV RIBWH REXOVHVRQ WR IXURHWHQORY )LWAD\RQODOVH SHUMGH LQ
6HIHQ@WO D\ WKQ RQ RN VDUUDIRQ WH\KLS 7KVHIWXBRQYDH HS RBIG
WKRXIK | DQLEV Z KLFK KDYHZ UMAQLQ RIGU W H SHULPIQV ZWK Q DDA

D@ LPDJILCDWH ZD\ RI LQVWDAQ) WK QDMIH R EHOH D@ FKOUK

6XFK DQDSSRIFK KOVEHHQRKRWHQ BHFDX\H R VWKHVLIQLFDQM R VRUWMOQL
ERWK PRQIVWHIRMHN/RI WK \KRZ D@ Z LVKLQ \KH HP HULQJ FKXUFK P RYHP HQW) RU
LQ/\YEH \HYHDO DQYKD/H Z UWMD VLPIU DQILFVWRW HIDH ZLVIK \SLUKDO WXHV
VXK DV SDIHURUGREW 0 RHRHU'H/ X\p IRYXQG WHSWDFWIEFR VDNQJ D
ILFARCDOWRU\@H DQG HP SDAVKWA® HGFWDJ R W VR EH D KIBOQ) HS HULEFH
DNQ W FRHYWRQ 0 HDQZKL® | IRP WMH HP HUILQJ FKXUFK SHAVSHRALYH VIKHUHDUH

VHMIDO UHHEW HPP SBVR VRUWMMQJ DB Z D R H[SGRUQJ VIKHEKUL VIR DLVIK

27 \Whedon, Firefly, Episode 1.3.

128 For exampl e hitp://www.fanfiction.net/s/3871307/1/Thanks_From_the Inside and
http://www.fanfiction.net/s/1146951/1/Faith_for_the Fearful accessed 9 February 2009.
129 Del_usé, ‘More Than Entertainment’ in Davidson, Psychology of Whedon, pp.155-169.
130 For example Cron, IM, Chasing Francis (Colorado Springs, CO: NavPress 2006).

- 46 -



) IRP VKH @KWRI FHU/RLQW LOVR VKH GDIN QLUJIKWR VIKH V\RXO

,Q WX IDQLF 0DOVFULVRMD WK, LVMFAD SRHG Z LWR/HWDOGL I HUKQW
EIEOLBORDHV *HQHLY  5XW - RE 3V DOPV  DQG
0 DVRAZ DG / XNH D@ VGHVRELEG LQ WHKIRUP
R DP\WK Z KLFK LHGFWN\HWDJ DV KA WD WIHQNLY R VKHILWW HISRGH
7KLV AW FRP SOR HQWWHK GLWVRQLQ FKIBVWIUWE R DQGV FUIWHS LQ ABSMU

VL

,Q WHEHILQQQJ GMUNBWFRYUKS WK YDOH\ RWK \KDGRZ R GHDK $QG
OLKVWKR®H IQVKH ®URMV 2WK QKWR J XQLH2 DG QKHOLKWXVRERWK PDQ
D@BWKZRPDQ 6IGH E\ VGHWKH | RXIKWXQWB ZIWHKRWKUVQ \KH_UEDM®H | RU
AVRIRQ QGIQGSHQHEH 1RWQJIZ DV LFSRVVEOHRUWLYP DQ KH | HIX@
R VKH6SLUN R'R G +HZRUH \WH V\P ERO RKLV DIViK FORIAR KVKHDIW*R G Z DV

RQ KVVGH *RGZRX@ QRMBW KP GRZQ

$QG WH P DQVRIG LQKW ®URHV\DQG SRFOIP HGYLWE +H Z DV
REQ YRX/WRKM VFHQH R FKDRVDQG GMAXPURQ DOURGE KP + H N®Z WDV
HYHD L KH | HO®/K DQHOZ R)XAE FDWR KLP +H NLV\GKH V\P ERORI KLV DK «

DGE LQ \WDNV NVHS HUHQFHG EMIDDO

7TKHZRPDQ ERXIKWWHK ZRUGNRIKP 2XURUGLY/ DB \WR WKUHGH) 1R RQH

LV RPLQJ VR\DYH X/-

131 A lineinspired by adescription of the Confederate Army of Northern Virginia: ‘It isan army of
remarkabl e unity, fighting for disunion.” Shaaa, Killer Angels, pp.xxv-xxvi.
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TKHZDUZDVBRW QGWRZDVWH P DQ

7TKH®RRN Q KVHHV DG IW DO 0\ *R5 ZK\ K DYH\ RXIRUVIHQP H'-

$IWH®RQ GDVDQG QKWW IXUWHI\KIHUQI KHZ DONG Z D\ IURP WKDW

YDO® 2 WRXIK VRP H\D WKDWH QNHULHEDOHW +H BWU®IG IRUD EULHWPH
VR WHUWD @K Z KHH KHZDVEURIKW ¥ DQG WRKHFKXUR FRPP XQWZ KHW WH
VHIG/R KLV DLW K5 BHH) SDQWME DG QXUWHG +LV UMMD VVLHG XS
VRAH\KOQJ QWRH KHP HW 7K\ QG QRV R Z KDMWR/D\ \R KLP  EXAKLV
EURNHQQ MV \BLQY RW MIRXIK WK RQO\SDUVR VKH %E®! \WDWWP DaH DQVHQVH +H
VRGBS KLVRZ Q WRU\WIKRXIK 1DRPLV ZRUGV

&D®P H QR BQIHU 0 DOROP  ZKIFK PHDQY JRORZHUR 6W&ROP ED-

&D@P HODOZKLK LV DAQ IRU 1BG

) RUKHSORIKW KD/GHOID\WELVK P H EDGO\

, ZHQN BD\ IX@EXW KM/ RUGKDV/ERXIKWP H EDFNHP SW\

: KFDOO RO DOROP ZKHQMH/ RG KIY GHEIDWIKKO\Z WK H
$QG ¥H $OPLRW KDVEWRXIKWFDDPLW XRQP H

,Q KLV UBUKHFUHG RXW R* RG +RZ FRX@\ RX B1WIKH $OOIFHZ 1O

, SXW PA\VIKVMIQ\ RX , Z DVGRQJ WK LPSRWE®I | RU \RX <RX DEDQBQHG PH -

7KHQ K WMDHG \R \WH FRQUHDWIRQ MGVIG #+RZ FRXGE\ RX KD¥H\R
GHAHLHG\ RXUMBH\D@ GFHL G PH IQVAEHIHYQJ \WDAWK B ZDVD * RGZ KR

&RYHVDQGDWHY IRKV : HD, DLP VR P DNH \XUH QR RQHHOH P DNHVWKW RMWIRIH

132 Meaning of the name Malcolm taken from

http://www.babynames.co.uk/meaning_origin_name_Malcolm.htm accessed 31 January 2009. River points
out in The Train Job (Whedon, Firefly, Episode 1.2) that Ma means bad. Thereis no evidencein Firefly that
his name changed at this point. ‘Ma’ seemsto be his preferred name; heis usually only called ‘Malcolm’ on
official records.
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6HH , FUHG RXWR * RGIRUKHS DG KH GEQW FRP , Q VMGG IRUKLY RLFH D@
WWH VLIOFHZ DV GIDHQQ) 1 RZ , J RWDJR RQOLDJ LQ BOHYHWDW RQJ VR EH
YHY GUIHUKDWURP WWH R®! , IRXIKWRU $QG RQ\RGI WK LV FUWVEDLQ \KIVQH

OH2 WKW LVQR *RG ZH OLN D@ QH DRQ -

/ UH RQ 6HUIHQW VKIRXIK VMH H HVRI' D JDUEHQHU

7KH I RORZ LQJWVE Z UMWB DVD ILWWV SBRQ BIGFWEYQDIDWH
LPDILQR/VKDAP6RR KOVVUDYHOGWIRXK WPH\R ~ Z  KHWH KH KIV \WH
RSSRWRIW\ W DG BIWD JURS VWGLQI PLWR®RJ\ +H LVDVKGWR DRHUWK
TXHVVRQ \KDVIHVDW KH KDUW RVE/ GAWHWIDRQ T+RZ P LIKWFKXUR HPHUH RQ
ERDUG 6HHQW - 5 DIKHUWKO BHQJ GLUH\QQNG WD EECFDOW] WKLV DQILF
HS RBVWK @WUH R VKH HPHUJQI FKXFK 7KHFREHSWIQMRSEHS IQWKV
ILRMRQDO GLRFYH DH FUMINXHGLO \KH | RORZ LQIVHFWRQ DQGKHD HSTRUIG

IXWKHU Q FKBWHILYH

, DP JRIQIWR EZ RQ P\ HSHUHQFH R Z RUNDJ LQ \KH JDUGIQ DW
BRMGRZQSEEH LQ RGHUNR QZ HUWH TXHVARQ T+RZ PLIKW RXUFK HPUJH
DERUG 6HHIW\"- Q WK JDGHQ P\ K DQ@B\KDG BHHQGLMHG P\ E DFNKDG DRH3
DG, KDGNQRZ Q \WH [UXWADIRQRI SO WDV RGIRH X EXW KDG DOR
GIROWR\SRMUDILBMIQVR (HZ @H D@ JRZVK DQG WRHIKWOQ W PLLDF®!

WDWXADHE DVHHG LOVR DBQN KDWARZ HUKE DG SBOXFHG | KW

133 The original longer version of this fanfic is posted on my blog,
http://serenity-firefly.blogspot.com/2009/02/f anfic-about-shepherd-book-and-emerging.html and on
http://www.fanfiction.net/s/4868557/1/ accessed 28 February 2009.
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SHDSSOLQI VKLV RRZ GIGH \R \KH HHOWV , HFRXQWWBIG ZKHQ , ERIVGIG
6HHQW , DP DED \R REHUYI VKH WQGIU VRRVIR DQ IRHUJQI FKXFK 7KH
ILMAWLQFDOPH DV, ®1W EKLQG \WH RUGUIG @ H DW WREEH\ | RUWH FKDR/R
(DYHERZQ' RFNV,QWKHPLGW RWH WUFRLO , PMARP HRQHZKR Z DVUHEDO\
ZLOQLWR B\ DWMOVRQ \RP H . DCHH FE\HYHGP\ LOVHEHVVR KISVDQGP\
QG I HUKFH DERXVWIKH GIVICDARQ ,Q DBAMRQ VKHSHUFHYHG \RPHWIQI R P\
LGHQWVWK DNV KBBQW X@ DSSUHEDWB P\ VHOI 7KLVKHBHGP HVR ERLQVR SXV

LQWZ RUGV P\ EDYRQ|RUEHQJ \WHH

: KHQ , Z DV QMRIGKFHGVR WIKUHWY RFUHZ , TKLFNOHODL]B \KD WK
ZHUH RW DO D\DP DQ@ HORPLQJ DV .DICHH 7KX/ , IRX@B P\ \HOI IYIQJ
DRQJIMEH $RSB1 Z KRZHUH FSHQVR P\ & KUMADQIDIMK DV ZHOOVWRVHZ KR KOG
FAVIG HHY SIUVR WHPVHYH\RI | URP * RG $WWPHV , G\DIUMIGZ WK D@
FKODAD HGWKH RKHY 2D@ WH  LOWUQ ROD@QIHGP H DG P\ E HIHIV < HW
VKIRXJK \RPH LQGHVFBEDE®! SIRFHW VYRGS DVVIRRHQW IRSHFS® GDUOMVR
WXVVRQH QRWWHUDQG EHFDPH DIDPLO\ SDLQJ SDVMBIHYWEHFOP H DFFHSWB

DQG SRWHMG DvSDYW RO DO-V FUHZ

7KHZ D\ LQZKLAK DFRPP XQWY DV IRUPGIRP DJUKS R YHY G YUH
QG YGXOWZ DVWHK VHFRQG VIRRWIFDQ HP HUILQJ FRKUFKDQ& DV FRVHOOINHG
VR RVKU VIQVRI JURZ 1QJ IDWKS$V D FUHZ ZH SHQWIPH VRIHHUD BRXQG \KH
AQQI VDED \KDIQJIRRG QG WMDY VIRUBY , WZ DVWK B \KDW DARQKLSV

EGRWRPHG DIWHHP HOV ZHUH MIDB )G GHMRQVZHHP DAH , Q WH SURRWR
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GHRAQJ ZKDW PARQ R WIRH SHRS® ZRX@ EHVA/PXDWG \R IHFVWKSR WKL

EHOH VDG SURIMHV

TKHUHZHUH WHYZ KHQ Z DVDEB W QUWUHNVK VHHERQJWR FKXUR RJ
R MMQVDWKWXFK D/ ZKHQ , UAXHVWGSHUPLMRQ WRD\ JUDFH GXUQJ D VHOUKB
P HOD 7KHFDSWR UHKVHGWR OERZ P H W S RAMWBRXGVR, ERZHGP\ KHIGLQ D
Vi)W BNQRE HIG@HPHQV Rl ' RGVSUHMQMH 2 WK RWWHY ZKRZ HURMWQJ DWV KA

VIE®! | RORZ HGP\ H DPS®1

$VDKHSKHIG , DP LQVSLHG EVKH EEOLED \RW\ R 6LPRQ 3HWHDV
UHRUGIGLQ- RKQ DQG $FWV /LNH KLP , KD EHHQIRULYHQ
IRUP\ S DVW PKVEHVDQGKDYH VAV RW R D MRON WR DQ RN Q GMAQMRQ
1RZ , DP EHQJ FROAQXD® WDQIRUPHG2 RU RQHWMG B\ WRVH , PHHADRQ
WHZD P OHQQI VR IHFRILJHWHK YRLFH RI RG YWRXJK P DQ GLIIHBIQW
VRUFHVQ SDIK@U , | RXQGP\VHOI RQHV\Q P\ IH DUVDQG | DLAIVVR (DD
ZKR LQ DVYEYHMRQ RVKH W EMRDORBVRI WK SHDKHIDQG WH SIRVVWXM
DE\ROMG PH , DP WD LQJWRDMRP WKHVLALILEQMH R VY , QDD iKH

WXGCHEMWVEBIWHGP H YRR WH&E&KULVIQ

6R KIYH ,DQZHUHG \RXUTXHVVRY' +DVD FKXUFK HPUJIG RQ BDUG
BHIHQW |1\ RXZ HUH HEHFWDJ6XQ®\ VHUY LHVWR B KHG - DQH WRIQJ K\PQV

D@ WHK FI3\BLQ \R DQZ HUDQ BVDFD@WMHQ RX ZLO E QL 2SSROMG %XWLI

13% Based on a scene from Whedon, Firefly, Episode 1.1.

135 For the way in which Peter was ‘ converted’ through his encounter with Corneliusin Acts 10:1-11:18 see
Riddell, M, Threshold of the Future (London: SPCK, 1998), pp.17-28.

1% This event took place during Whedon, Firefly, Episode 1.1.
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\ RYUGHLQWRQ R FKXUR LD FRPP XQWI REXVHG DRXG-HVXV P D EH\RXZLO
DFNRZGIGH WBW WKHHGY WDWLIKW RH G\ JWRZ LR FKXFK Z HH DOUDG

WEQ URW

' LJILQ) GHFSHU

: KLO\DRND R BIGILQ) VWKDVWMZRXTS VHHP UDWKHJREVHVVIHYRU
SIHVXPS\WRY/ WR EGRNGQJ | RU WQWR FKXUK LQ Y HU\ WKDR QW DVRQH
HORX ALY VKLY FUMIT XH KLKQIKW\VHYHIDO NH\ RQW P DGH Z IWKQWHI DQILF

VKD W (B UHBHY B WRAKHHPHUJQ) FRQHUDIRQ

3LFNQJ XS WHLPDIH R YRRNDVD JDUEGHQH)  DORZ VDQRKHJDWSHEN R
KLVEHQW DQG RKLVURGI D/D SUWW VR EH HS®RUBIG ,W DR SRYIGH/D KHSIXO
GIQYWKRXIK Z KLAK WRQYHW.DW W SURRWRI KRZ D FRUK HPHURV 7KH
LPDIH R DJDWGHDLVIQ OQHZ M DQ RIDQF QIO RGIUNDGEQJ Rl FXUK
OHP EHYDUHHTXLLHGVR JHWIKH.LK DGV AW D@ GR D&/K FDQWR XWX b1
[UWDILOH GLIEXW KHVHFUR LW JRZVK LVRXWEH R WKIUFRQWRO \WPSQH\DQ
XQGHWIQGQ R WH XISRW R VHDRQ/DQGOH F\FGV 2 \RPH H SIMMRQVR

FKXUK P D EH RONWHVZ KIOW RCHY DUH BDMWZIXO EXVWIRUW BHG 1ICRZ HY/

7KLV D R SIFWULQJIKM HPHUJQI FKXK SIRP SWV BQ TXHVIRQ : KDW
ZRX@ P HE | RUVKH JIDUGHQHUVR LHPRYH WK ZHHGV ILRP VXFKD JIDIBHQ' ' RH/

VKH JDUGE GHU BISUBIVHQWHK SLHIVVRRU *RG", VWK JDGHQ FXOUDWG LOW HDV QG

137 «Church is what happens when people gather round Jesus.”
http://www.sharethegui de.org/sectionl/4/essence accessed 13 February 2009.
138 From an aside made in Whedon, Firefly, Episode 1.1.
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VWG WRZVRI IGZHUDQG YHIHWRERV RU RH/LWHVHFE®! DZLGOIH DHD : KDW
OLKW BV WLAX@HIMWREQ R FKXUR \WKHG RQ W WK JBRZ WK BIDEGIVRI - HVKV

ODUN DG YLH YHUD!

&KDSMU WU H SBRIHGYRRN DB .D\GHH-VERBRIXH [Q RGHIWR BHUDIQ
ZKHWHU RRN FRYOG H GNFUEHG VD PLWRQD RO.DFWH 7K LI DQLFVXIQ/ WKW
LPDIH RQ WKHIBE\ LOYWMOQJWK®RD\GHH IVDFVXDOD QLQVSLIMRDO RWR@O
ILIXUH SHYIHZIQ) WH HFKDQIH SDUH | URP WKV SUSH WY HIW FQ EHHHQ
WOW D ®H H KLEWV PLYRZDO KODAHVE\ SDLQJ FDUHKOCDWHQ\RQ WORRN E\
EHOQJ FSHD \R \WH | DFWKIDV K LVRQ DINRXUGA WR DRV SHLIHGGHVVIDVIRY -
D@ E DVNQJ D SHUMHQV RRMRQWDWQDBHWLP WRIHRIQ] H \KDW K/

LGHQAWLVERXQGXS ZLWK KIVP LWWRQ

7KHIRP 1QJ Rl FRPP XQW\ R) ERIG \KHVKS WK LPSRUDGH R VKDHG

P HOWDQGVRULH\D@E WK \MLILILD@H R WHSDWHQHYEHRRPLQ) SOV RVKH
FUHZ VHP VR IHOFW SRHQVGD: P RGHOWR VDEB RIKRXHKRG FKXUFKH/

+RZ HYHU WHWVE WDLYAVD TXMARQ EERX\KRZ PDQ F RQMP SRDU\ HPHUJQJ
FKXURHV RQEIQ\KFK D GIHBH JURXS R SHRSB' 2QH FUMFLVPHRHOIS DIDLQVW
WH HP HUILQJ AIKXUFK ARYHP HOALVWRWMLY RWP HGP DIQO\R LQG YGXOWZ KR
KDY HOIWP DIQWUHP FKXUFKH/DQG DH WK RUH YXQWB DIRXQG GFRQMQV

UDVKUWERQ D SHWYHYIMRQ

139 point inspired by: ‘How open are we to people who are on ajourney to anon-specified destination? In
Kayleewe see a person who isredly interested in others, whose e/e seemsto be in tune with what we need to
bein misgon.’ http://blog.digitalorthodoxy.com/?p=647 accessed 13 February 2009.
149 These models of church are described in Murray, S, Changing Misson (London: Churches Together in
Britain and Ireland, 2006), pp.92-96.
4 Murray, Changing Misson p.39.
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$ IXURHJREVHUIRY QRMGLQ \WH IDQIE 1V WDWKHFUHZR 6 HHQW
| RUP X@\W WKLUEHOH VKURJIK UHIBPAQ) XSROMH GIFMRQ/VKH P DNH 6XFK D
FRQFHSV BVD FROAMEXVIRQVR P DNH \R \WH RORIQ) GHED\W [ERW WWKIHDMRQVKS
EHEHHQEHIHYQJ EHRQIQJIDQGEHKIYIQY E\ \KIJHVAQ) WWDVIEHKIYKQ- P D\

FRPH EH RH JEHOHYQJ-

7KH QDIDAY HIDLWA/VER RWVKUTXHVARQY )LD\ ZKDWWIKH GHIIQVRQ R
FKXUR" 7KLV LMS RUIG IXUWHURQ SOHV 6 HFRO®\ KRZ RSHQ MH
SKULVIVY R WK SRMELQW\ RKHDIQJWHK YRFH RI *RGVKURXJK \RPHR®H Z KRH
OHVWHY RX@ EHUHDUGIG IVLPPRIDO RUZ KRZDVD | RORZHUR D Gl HUIQW
UKLIRQ 7KLV KHMRQFRX® EH HMH@HG Z IWKUHDUG RP\ RZ Q SHIRQD
UHIBPARQVRQWL\VALVHUDAIRQ SDIH ~ WRQFGGH WK SRVELOV\R KHDUD

VKH YRLH R * RG \WURJIK SRSADUFXW/MH

7R KPP DUJH WKV FRSWUKD/GHP RQV\BG \KH Z D\ LQ ZKLEK WK
ILFARCDO HEHIHQFHVR VH FKDUDWHY/ IURP)LUH O\ ZK HQ K.IDJHG Z IWHKQ DQ
LPDILQMYH Z D' VKHGOLKW @ EEQFDOW] WDQG R FRYWPSRDU\

XQGHIWDQGQIVRI VH QEMUH RI RXUFK

142 seeMorisy, A, Journeying Out (London: Continuum, 2004), p.218.
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&KDSVIAU

5 HLP DJ LOQLQJ VIKH FKXUFK



SHP DILQQI WMH FKXUFK 2 Z K\ DQGKRZ "

2 QH RIWK DVVXS\MRQVEHKLQ GVKLVAL VHUDAIRQ VKDV MHFKXUR GHHE'WR
EH UHLPDIIQHS RUVDQMWE! IQWRDFK Q. FXQVMH \KDVWW BRXGAY DQGKDW
WH SRARKULWE@ERP Z RIG R LV D FXOMUH RZKLIFK WHFKXUK LVRQO\ X/W
EHIQQQ) WRHDW $QRWKUDWKXP SWRQ EDFNHG 36 B\ UMVHIFK FDUIHG RXV E\
VKH 0 HVIKRAWBKOXURK. LVWERW HIDIQJZ IWK ILOPVAEYIMRQVHWBY FDQEHP RH
WDQ O DVHRQEG \RFO RUPLWRQ RID SBMFUSWYH WIFKIQJ PHVRG 5 DWKHU
IMWFDQEH DP HD@R UDMQJ NH\ WHRRIFDOTXHMRQY IR DQ DOMU@WH
SHUMS WY DZD R EHQJ KODEGHG B GLIHUY YIHZSRQW DG DIFDWDVW-

I RUUIHFRYHW DVSFWR | DK WDAKDYH B-HQBWW

,Q@H ZLVIK \WHH DAXPSVMRQYWLY RCSWMU FONHV RP H VXJIHVVRCYY IRU
ZDWV 1Q ZKLK WMHFKXUR FDQHQIDIH LQ D SRFHWR LQEXOXUDARQLQ
3DWK@UDMMOVRY V/SOIG \R \WHURM R VKH IPDILCDIRQZ DIV R XQGU\DAELQJ]
FRPP XQW N H WHRRILIOTXHWIRQV DVHG ES RSXDUFXOVMH ViKH SR HURI

VRU\WOIQJ WK FRFHSW RSUHVWREEDQGKH' 1$ Rl FKXUK

143 For the Methodist Church, this research suggests that we need to reaogrize and engage with the social
function that film playsin the lives of people, espedally those in their 20s and 30s. Initia responses may
include opportunities for reflection on film. Such interaction reeds to move avay from prescriptive teaching
and alow a more open discusson and critique of film and assciated isaues. Responses, for example, to
violence or to a perceved anti-Christian bias shoud not be simplistic ...’
http://Amww.methodist.org.uk/static/conf2005/co_12a the20s30sinitiative_0505.doc accessed 20 February
2009.
14 The last paint isinspired by the foll owing comments: * An engagement between theology and future fiction
is... particularly significant in the raising of questions ...which are of fundamental significance for the
theologian but which perhaps may benefit from being raised from a different, unusual and imaginative
perspedive.’ Alsford, M, What |f? (London: Darton, Longman and Todd, 2000), p.47 and ‘ Sometimes the
misson context serves not only as atheare for adapting the presentation of Chrigtianity; it also servesasa
caalyst for recovering something esential and predous within Christianity.” Hunter, Celtic Way of
Evangelism, p.85.
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P DILOH VKLV «

$VRBHUYB RQBH WK ZULMWRI)LUH O\KDYH EH) YHUPDJLCDWH
7KH KDrH BBQGG \RHWHUGLI HUPWHQBN FRP ELGHG DBIHQN DQ IXWWULEV
LPDIHV SRIFKHGIGHDV IURPRWHU KOXUADQGXEYHIMG WK WXEVRQD
HS HAVIMRQ/RI D VFH@HI IFWVRQVWRU\GRH 7 KHH DUH FDQ LQVBAEHVR WHZ D\ V
IQZKLFK \WHSUWHQVED, FKXUFKDOR DFWLQ DMPLOUO\KRXFFH X0 ZD 2 QH
H DPS® Z RXGEH' RQD® LO@JV HS HUHQFH R VHWDJ XS FROQHWRQ ERWKRQ
D FROIH FDPS XV GXUQJ D UDM UDKHUVIKDD KHIDIQJ FRY HWRQWHK

FROVASRIDY P ROV FRQHVVE \KH I DLIDIVR & KUMMD QW VR \WWRH ZKR

HOVEHG

7KHUHDUH \RP H SVWDQY ZLWRMLY VRURIQIHQXW -XW B: KHERQZDV
FUBFLHGIRUXMQJ $VDQ DWMIDAWLQ)LUH O\ZLVKR XV DEXDOX @EHIWRAQ
WH_URULIDID VIQLILEQH  &KULVEPVAHES DI LGH @H ERWVZHQ VD\
URPDILQQJ WHXH R VKHFRQIHWRQ BRWK@S WP SOQJ RQZ KDV IRU
RKHY VDB JRXQG +RZHYHU D SDHUXOXH R WWH LPDIICDVRQ  FDUIHG RXV
1Q DQ RWKQWF 7D\ VKRX@ EH HYRRXDIHG MG FDQ E GHYHORHS E\ LHO-FWY

XSRQ HOPSGIVR AHDAY WIR XQ5 Z IWK) SRSHDUFXW@/MH

45 Miller, D, Blue Like Jazz(Nashville, TN: Thomas Nelson, 2003), pp.116-127.
148 Wright, LA, ‘Asian Objedsin Space in Espenson, Finding Serenity, pp.29-35. In his defence, what he
did wasin line with the postmodern precept that no symbol has a fixed meaning.

-57 -



/ RRN DQG @WHQ

,W KPDOMOB\ EHHQQRMG SDH  WWDWKHFKXUR R FDQ WIH
LQVSLIIRY IRP REHMQJIWK DWW R FRPPX QWI RP HG EVWKHJURS R
LQWIEHS HYG MM HORZ. WY HIDHURD 6HHQW\ 6LPLOJO\ PXFK FI) EHOIRQWARP
@RNQ DV MHIDQ EDH DWIDF\WMG EVWKHVKZ  6RPH IRORZHUVRI D SURJDPP H
OLH)LUH O\GR ®W MMZDVEK LW VKH HQ.IJH ZL\W MQ D EHDAYHZ D WKV
P DNIQJ WH VRUBVVIKH.U RD 7KHH DUH FRPXQUHVWKBHLVWQLRGHIWR
HQDED WLVSURRW  7KDVIVWHDWEBIFH FRYOG B UHZ UMAQ D GHQ VRQ R
FKXUR VKDV L\D FRPPXQWWKDW[LMAV\R W SRS FDQSDUWFISDWVHIQ \KH

* RG VRUBVWKBDUH RIB

2QH RIWK ®@QHUWR EHQJ D1DQ MVIKDV MH
VHZ DQG ODCKUQVDVVRBMG Z WKW \KFK DV/IW
FBDRUDQG \WH DVRUV ZR ST\ VKH FK DDRWRY
FDQ DFRW BFRPHIGRY 2 Q \KH RRHUKDQGLW
KDVEHHQ REHUYB WBAZLVMIQWHK HPHUJQI FKXUR
MLVSRVE®! VR Z RUKLS WHIGHD R TARPP XQW

UDVKUNRQVHHQJ LW PHO\DVD PHD Y WRXJK ZKLFK \W HBRXQVH *RG

$QRMHUZ D\ LQZ KLK WH FKYXUK FDQ H FKIDAGHG MVWKRXIK SDLQ)

DWBMRQ R/\KHI DMK HS HUHQFVR FKDUDF\MY QM 0DO $OMRXIK DQ

147 such as http://www.fanfiction.net/community/Stories From_the Black/44796/ accessed 30 January 2009.
148 T_shirt picture taken from http://dkoontz.files.wordpress.com/2008/08/joss whedon_master_shirt.jpg
accessed 28 February 2009.

149 seeDalpra, C, ‘ Chasing the Dream: Starting Community’, Encounters on the Edge, Number 37 (Easter
2008), p.7.
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XQGHIWEQGEQ R GUIHHQWWIHVR [ DLW FDQ E KHSIXO MIVIPS RUBQWR
HPSDWH\MPOO\ OHMR SHIRDO VRUNVR EURNHD | DIVIK Z IWKRA D/HV DHQGD R
D FOIKBG IHVRQH , Q WKILWWSLRGH R )LLH O\ERK 61P RQ D@ %RRN FRQIHW/
WHLWGREWD @G ZRUHWR (DD WYIQVHHVVIL WRW VHQP H FKRVAQ E\

. KHGR) \R GARFUEH QDD VSIRHWRQLY RPSDQRQ 8MQJ WK ZRWG QD

QLI HHOAWVHVH LW RXTB BH \KIJHWHG \KDWHKM FKXUFK QHHGV \R EH D RQ

NKGIHP HQVD RPSDQRQZ MK Z KRP SHFS® FDQVKOH VKH.U BIQ DQGHDU

,Q DGVRQ WH FKXUFK FRX FUMITXHWHZD\ LQZ KL W DGBMWHVWK
NH VHRER LFDOTXHVVRQY VKDV THIUDVHG RIKLKQIKWB ZIWKQ SRXDU KOV
,Q WK/ SDUFXOU FEVHWK LVKH/WDLVB B )LUH O\LGFGGH FDQ WH SN EH
UKBHHPHG KRZ FDQ EBNH) OYVEHIL[HG ZKDAP DNHVXS D $IUMRVIGHQWW
D@ GRYV *RGH[MV DG LINR ZKDVAL I HUKFH GRHVKLY H[LWMGFH P DNH VR RUGDU\

OV

7KHVHTXHWIRQV BQ EIDSSRIFKHG QRAZL\K DQ DMIVEH R VXSHIRUN
EXWZLVK D ZL@QIGHWWR RQFND\ IDSS®! ZIWHKKHLVKH/ DRQJVEH WKRI ZKR
DUH WEN@IL WWHP IURP DQ DMMU@WHH SHUVEPAH 7 KLV RHDQVR I HUQJ VKH
UHRXURVRI &KUMDQW\ \XFK DV W WIGMRQY Z DV R LQMSUNQ) WK %ED]
DB &KUMDQ \WAPRQ L QR WK GL\KVRQ QG DDRZLQ) WHP WREKD@HQIH DQG
EH FKOOQHGE. RKHJ ROWR! YIHZ %HQ) SDW RD FRPP XQW\ WDALY
Z VI * HAVLV Z MK G-HSVSLUIROMIKY L\D GRW K UD XAHIALF

HSUHWRQ R FKXUFK

130 For acritique of James Fowler's gages of faith see Richter and Francis, Gone But Not, pp.53-56.
3 Whedon, Firefly, Episode 1.1.
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$ WRU VR WOO

“HIUH %R HS@IQVKRZ WK DFFRYQN RWH FUBIRQ R VKH
SHDYHY FDQ E YLHZG D\D FUMIXH R | RHLD SROF\ ZIWKQVKH8 QWG
WMV 7KLVLVDQ HDPS®i RIWK SRZHUR WH WBQL DVD FRXQWU KAOXUO
VRRO /INHZLVHNVK FRKUFKKD/ R\ D WH WR \W® WHIRSHD DQG D
UHSRQVELQY J XIGHG B \MDWAVE\ WHOI \R\SHDNRXVQ DZ D\ WKLY
VRRHWPHY FRYQVHFXOXIDO 7KHFKXUR FDQ HDLQ VKHULBWWR I Q VMGG \R E\
OMAQQ) WRWRHY DVKLKQIKWB LQ WHSWHY RV VHFWRQ DQG B DXKHIAOO

On.QJ RWKM JRVFHOQHYHU\@ QIH

7KLVILVHV PRI TXHWRQVDERXW RZ VKH %ED \KRYOG ELQWSHMG $V
QRWB R SDH 5 LYHUVRWBI VRAH SDHV IURPKHWE®! 1Q D PRSHQLVVWBNPSW
VR FRUUWAA FRQVIDG FIRQVZ IWIQ W6 KHUHWIGHG WK HHWVRR %RN ZM/KACH
ZRUBV T, VRUHWKW ROW R RXU VAFERO QG \WH WMDHG \R SISHU 2EXA, Z DQWR
SXWK#P EIFN  7KRVHZRUGV ¥R WRED SRRXG H GIFARQ R \WHFXUWGBW
VLYDIRQ | PRGHOW VXIQHE WK SDIHVRI WK %E®! QW DSHU BQ W EH
WIOHG EFN DR VAP ERO E D SRVWRGHD YQGHIWBQ® R VKH W[W 7KDV L\FDQ
WHH FKXUFK SIDPWFH D@ WHEK D FUM O O\HFHSW ¥ CBSURDAK WRLEQ FPO

LOWISHIMRQ

152 The Alliance s attempt to control agroup d people badfired and some of them became monsters.

153 Buslini, J, ‘A Geopolitical Interpretation of Serenity’ in Wilcox & Cochran, Investigating Firefly,
p.148.

1%% Whedon, Firefly, Episode 1.7.

155 see Tomlinson, Re-enchanting Christianity, pp.23-33.
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YHDNLQJ VMH P RX@

,Q WIHHS VR H2EMHWLQ 6SDFKDUD\ D ERQW KXQVH VDL VR %RN §H
DIQWD\KHSKHIG 7 KLVKIQA DRXVWWRRNVP\ WHRXY/ VW BRE EH \BNHQ KW
R FROVNVD @ LHQMUSHMG | RUH SXSRHVRI WKV GVHIWRRQ DVEHQ) D
VXJIHVVRQ WDW BRN ZDVYHUGLIIHBQAURP \WHFRPPR Q SHFHSARQ R D
VHEIKHUG ,| IKHUR®! R VIKH SUHNQA G KUWAD QM BEHUZ HH UHLPDIIQHGQ VKH
VDRHZ D\ KHQ MVW DMRNLY D \KHSKHG ZLWRXV DARFN WK\ Z RYOG E D
SUHV\EIWKRN FKXUR EXLOGJ D FRQUHDWRQ D DP 6XQ® PROQQ

VHUYHRID WAEHXG

,QVWIS WH ZRX® OLMYRRN EH D PLMRQD VKHKHUGZ IWK Z RUG
|REXVAG \RFDIRQ D KPE®! QR MGIP HQO IHQG D P RQN OIENHP ERGLPHQW RI
WKH %E®! D Z DONY VDRUDP HQARQ D M®IH\ RI [ WK QG D EIQHUR VKH
VEHYLMZRG  6XFK DP RGHOR SULHMRRGFR(@ EH DHOFWRQ R WWH
QDXH R WH UHPDILGHG FKXUFK D@ LQ DIHFRILIXUQJ- DQGTGH HPSKD] LQJ-

R QHOEHUKLS R DO@HOHYHY

2VHU DAIP VLQBEXGHVHHQ) VWMH SUBW D JDGHOHU QXIWHMOQJ JRZVK
ZL\WKIQ WIHKRUDQF AKXUR RWDVD FOMBO\WRU DWW WRWVYR@ Z KRH YHU\

SUHVHFH P DNH\D VIRWPHQW ER XV KHUHIDW R * RGDQGMX/LVYXH/D

FKDOI@QH

158 \Whedon, Firefly, Episode 1.14.

37 Thisis a summary of the points raised in chapter 3.

158 Terms used by Murray, S, Church After Christendom (Milton Keynes: Paternaster Press 2004),
pp.192-193.

159 These points derive from pages 38-39 and 52 above.
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P DILQH WLV« DIDQ

2QH RIWK DHIVIQ ZKLK : KHGRD DG KVFR ZUWR/KDH EHHD &\W
FUBWH LVQ WHLISUHMOVIRQ R & KULVIRWZL \MIQ WK WZBWWL[VK FHQXU\
MLVSRWDHG VD IHOLRQ WBALY RDDFWH] HG B SDVOUFRO LBIHVR * RG
IXQGBHQBQVWHRWB @ WP RYDERX\KHDO ILUBG GPQDIRQ  6XFK D
GHVFSURQVHPY R UIHSUVHQWRP HWMLQJ [URP D EVRQY HD RO Z KDV KH\HURY
UHHY/WR \DHWKADVEDV: EXWMFRXAS HTXDO\EH DZ DUQRJIWKEWKY LKW
FKXUR R VKHIXWH X@W FRQHPSRUDY E HOHYHWWENH DARQ RDRG WK

RXVWRP H QRZ

MZRX@ EHOMUHMEQ) VR UHZ UM \KLAVDVSH-W RWK VFSWY IBP D
FROVASRDY HP HUJQI FKXUR SHISHAWYH 6XFK DQH[HUFLVER)XOGQYRYH
TXHU\IQJ Z KDVBDUVR WH WIHVRQR VWHFKXUR DVIWKD/EHHQ — DUH @Q
HRZEM DG GHGVR EH KQGHE RQ DG ZKDAKRXE BH WIDVIDKG DUHVK QR
WH -9 HOH' WY SRVE®! WDWHRARXIK WE/ SURFHVVKRIMFKXUR FRXT@S HYROM LOWR
VRIHWIQJ OPRWWXQHFRIY] DEB Z KLIK ZRX@S LDLVAWKHHVVRQ 1+RZ GRZH
NCRZ WRWMLY RXUFK"- *H RUH /LQIVKD/ GVRIEHGVKHFXUHQN GED\W [ERX\W
ZD\V R LGHANLQI VH'1$ RI F KXUFK D@ GLKRVHG \WHX\H X@ MV D S

OLBMIRQWR VKH I RXUKLVRJLF PUN2 R KRO\ ADWKROLF@G SRVROF

180 point made by Erickson, ‘Humanity in a “Place of Nuthin”’ in Wilcox & Cochran, Investigating Firefly,
p.168.

181 A point inspired by this quate: ‘I t has been said that the writers of SF[sciencefiction] do na so much try
to predict the future & prevent it from happening. Clearly much of the SFthat deals with the future takes the
form of a cattionary tale, awarning that if we continue as we ae then thisisthe future that awaits us.’
Alsford, What 1f? p.39.

162 phrase used by Pritchard, Life and Work, p.131.
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,QWRCRQI KHVQDWYHO\LGHQVLHGI RXU FUMUD WBAFRXOG B GNFUEHG D/ WH

THVEH R FKXUFK

$SSO\QI /LQIV | DAWB/VR \WHTXHMRQTFRZ P LIKWAKXUK HP HUH RQ
6HHQW - UHMBDWKDWKHFUHZDUH PWIQJ RGH AXFIDO VDG 1Q VKDV VR
WH_UQWOQWRQ \R TARPPX QLI WHUBOW R - HVXV- KURXJIK WH_U SUHVHFH
DFWD@ Z RUGV- +RZ HYHU WK\ GR I XOILRG RIWK FUWH.D DWKH DUH JOLGL
RXW DVKIXO RPPLVI HQV WRIR D@WKU- DQG \WH SUHNQN DK DOI@@H WRKAM

RKHJWR SROQWWDAKHVXJHVWV

LUK\ /LQIVSIRRWWDMK' 1$ Rl FKXUFKY G RQWDWG \WIRXIK WH
ZD\ LQZKLK FRPP XQWHV RYH OBWQIWRP D@ WX SSRUVEKUMDQVEHRQGWH.U
RZ QJWRXS: WKHFUHZR 6 HHQWJ R IXUWKHU WD QMLVE\ UHBRQ G VR WK (HHGV

R RWHY BUDGBWR WH.U UBBRXYV R@HPRQV

6HFRQEO\ /LQIV YHZ V ZRUKLS GTWRO RP DIRQIQR >* RG\GKROGHW DV
YMWD RP SRQHV R WH @H R FKXUR D@ DV {QFGAQJWHK SOFWEH RIECBW\V/P
D@ FRPP XQRQ- . RRQVNXIJHWW WDV LQ DILIXUDAYH VHVH 0DO LECS] HGLO
WH DSVD\ @P HG FKDUDWHRI 5L ZKHD KH TVEP HIHV QR WK FKDDIGQHV

VK] SUHNQA/DQG DVAV UH HHUJIHG QG UERJQ WRPHHWRRVH FROGQIHV

183 | ings, G, ‘Unravelling the DNA of Church: How can we know that what is emerging is “Church”’,
International Journal for the Study of the Christian Church, Volume 6, Number 1 (March 2006), pp.104-
116.

164 For example they go to the rescue of agroup of prostitutesin Heart of Gold in Whedon, Firefly, Episode
1.13. Lings doesimply this ort of response to the needs of the wider world but his main point isto emphasize
the universal outlook of the locd church.

165 K oontz, Faith and Choice, p.150.
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$VDIXUVKUH DPS®i RI TUAHMQJ WH KHURHHXAFDOIGRZ - SDOHV L W
ZRX@ BH IQMUHER0 \R UHDG \KH ECSWVPR! - HKV /XNH LQ MHOLKW RWLV
XQGHIWEQGQ /LNHZ LA RQHFRYOGKXG WK VIIUQJ R D GUIN IURP WH\DP H
ERM@E\ 6LPRQ G- D\ H 1Q RGHJWR/HODQ DUMP HQVEHVZHQ \KHP

VRHWHUZ K HAKDUMALFLP DIHVR GUINKQJ TURP RQHFEXS 0 DN

7R KPP DUJH WKV FEISWUKD/UHLPDILQHE WK FKKUFK DBIQ FSUHWRQRI
UHRXUAX@MYD@ FHDAYMW D JRXS RI LQNHEHSH@HQV HORZ WDYHOQY D
FRPP XQW WRW SDUFSDWV Q* RGV VRU\ DQG DQHPSDYHWE IRPSDQRQZ LVK
D ZLAQRMNVVR Z UHWB! Z W, UDVKIUWRQ G.RVIM DQVZHUWR WKSDUGRHV R
OH , Q DEWRQIW KDGLVRWHG WK GHHG IRU WHFKXUR \R FROVIXH WO
KRZ WROLYY D@ \SHDN L@ DV WDW B DW \WHV RXQWU KAOXWO 7KI IRBI R
VKH %HEG1 1Q SRWPRGHQ\RFIHW\ WWH QDY R OBGHIKLS DQ& DV R HQULRQJ

FXUHQN XGHUWQAQIVR WK \DFIDPHQWKD/H DOVEHIQH SRRHG

166 \Whedon, Serenity, DVD.



&KDSVIAU

3 HU/RQDOUHI BIFURQV



7KLV RIBWHFRQWMQV P\ RZQ SHORQD UHBARQVRQ YH SURRAWR

ZUMQJ WK/ QWHUWDIRQ

W SRYHGVR EHP RIH GLIILIKOVWKE) , DAFL®WEIWRQWDM D GVRWRQ
ZLW RWHUSHRSB [ERXV MHLVKH/WDLVB ZLVLQ WL \VGWHWIRQ 6 RP H R VKH
SHRSBI VKDWVSRN WRERXV R SURSRVDO OHNKH P HP EHUVR VIKH/ DG M
) HORZ \KLS DAD 0 HIKRAMV &XUFK R/WQIMUHVW IRRY DY , PHQIRQHGALHH
ILFARQ 7KHWi Z DVRQDY HY OLPWB LOVHHVW LEMEDRINDW , VW XSEHWEHQ
$SULO D@)HEXI\  , SRWHGIRW WKHH KOMHVD @ UHHL G \HYHQ
FRPP HQW ILRP SHRS®I RXV\@H RI P\ RZ QIDPLO\ ) RXUSHRSB VLAHG XS DV
IRORZHWR P\ E®RI D@ WP\ N QR BIGH IMZ DVIHHHEHS RQMUK RWHU
ERIV  6PLOUOVKHUHZ HH MMV 2R UMVSFOWAVVR \WH GLVRWERQIRXP KDN

LQWUD\WG RQDFHERNDQGNZR LHY HZ VR VWKHI DQILFWKDW SXEOLWG ROCH

3HRSBI Z KRZHUH JHXQHD\ QWM XV>XO@ UHBRQGIG ZLViK WHZ RUGV
1, D\ ZDQN RZ D\EK WK KRZ - UIVKUNRQY, LHEDO\ DOWVRLQG RX\WP RH
DERXWRZ DQG Z K\ WKHFKXUR VIRX® EH IH.PDIICHG  7KX/, EHFDPH DJRFG
HYDQHOMRU)LUH O\ , Z DV DVBIDIV KLKOLKMOJ \WHSRWELOMKDWR G FDQ

VEHINVKIRXIK SFEXOU XOMUH

6R ZKIOW, KDYH BHHQJIUDVEKO RUWH UHVS ROV IHFHY HG W ZKR®A

HHUFLUYKDVEHHQP RUFR' D SHIRQDO HOFWRQ LQRUPHG B\ UHDGQI DURGE \WH

187 http://intheopen.bl ogspot.com/2009/02/theol ogy-and-firefly.html
http://www.greenflame.org/2009/01/01/theol ogy-and-firefly/ http://levesons.blogspot.com/search?q=firefly
aacessed 28 February 2008.
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VXEMIFAV WD Q OFRPP XQW\EDVAG H[SHIHQFH + RZ HYHU LW KIPEHHQ D YHU\
XVHXO BSRWEW\WR $50\ WHHY LMG FRUIMIRQDDSSURHK R VMHRBRIL O

UHIBVIRQ  $V \ FK SROAVRXMVKV LBQ HVHQUID VNLQ® SADOLIANRFIW\

W KDEHHQ | DVFCDAQ) VR LHDGM WDERW MA HP HILQJ FRKUFKZ KLOVW
YHZLQJ )LUH O\ 7KH QREHU Rl RQERRQY, ZDVDEH VR P DN\H DQG \KH
LQVSLIIRQ JBDQIG IURP WKHH Z DV YHU\ FKDDIADRIQJ , KDYH Z RGGHHG DWALPHY
ZKHWHU WHVXJHVVRQ WDW Z DV TH_PDILQQ)- | DV DQG-KXUK Z DV
PLVBEEQJ * HGIDOO\SHONIQ WK FREGMRQ/WDW GUHZ PLIRHG
FROWVASRDUY X QGIUNDEEQIVR VKH HPHUJIQI FKXUFK UDVKHJWERQ VK JHWAQY
DAVKLQJ QHZ RURWIL@O , ZDVLZDWH \KDVZ KDWZ DV DFWR@\GRQJ Z DVZ KDW
7D\GRUGNFUEHVDV 1 - LQJ- VKDV LWHPL[LQJ GLIIHBIQV REFSWVR VXEYHW R

DPSQ@I\ ViKH RJLIDOD FHORQJIV

, ZRUWHG YDWRP H R P\  DWXP SWRQY ZHUHD\KHU IDU IMAKHG | RU
IQ/\YEH , ZDV MZIQ) D@ GHFUELQ] VKH FBZ R 6 HUKIWLQ DYHU\ GLIHBIQW
ZD\ IIRP ¥H R®I FRFHLYG E\ WH\KRZ -V ZUWR/ +RZHYHU , ZDV BDVVX{G E\
WWH NQRZ BIGH WD, KHEQ HERUIHV Q& YEXOWWR BQ) WKIURZQ\KEM WR
WHVWG R KL ZRN , ZDVDOVRSSHKHQVLM LQFDWH , Z DVEHRRPLQJ WR
LQYROMG Q \KH @YH\R ILPARGDO FRUIDFWMY UDWHUWK®Q IRPAMQJIRQUIDO Ol
FROFHQY WRXIK P\ DLP ZDVVR | HHG \KH REHUYARQY P DCH LQW DRVXD

VLXDVRQV

188 | ynch, Understanding Theology, pp.105-106.
169 Taylor, S, The Out of Bounds Church (Grand Rapids, M1: Zondervan, 2005), pp.137-155.
170 seeHolder, N, ‘I Want Your Sex’ in Espenson, Finding Serenity, p.139.
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7KHUHDUH RMHUDVSHRVRI WK \KRZ WKW Z RX® OLHNWR[BGRUH XURH
MWZ DVQHFHVVDURU WH XISRWWVRI WR/AWHUDARQ RN RFXVXSRQ MVWER
FKDDAMUW RZHYHU W RX@ EHDVRRIMOQJWRRQMWE HFUVKH\SL UKDDW\ RI,DWD

D@ R 5LYHULQ PRH GSW DQGR ZULMI DQLFVEDVHE RQMH.UHS HUHQFV

7KL\GLVHUDAIRQ Z DV'Z UMD XS Z KLON, Z DVRQVDEEDAFDD' XUQJWKV
WPH, ONH%RR KDG ® FKUFK FRIUHDIRQ EX.AQJ RU VUYIHV/DQG R
VSFLILFRISRQIELMHY RUSRZHU 1Q \WH FRPP XQW\ 7KVKHSHGP H WR
HPSDWI] HZ WK KLV RDDPMUD S BLPDILQHKLY WERMRQIQP\ RZQ OH ,\AKH/
R LGHDAW Y XOEWDELOW DQG W WHEDW R WXWAQ) * RGZ HH SIRDP RYQNV2 CH
P DIRUGLIIHBIQFH Z VKD, ZDV BFHMQJ DWISHXG , Z RIGHHG IRZ YRR
VSRWG KLPVID DQG RZ LFUBVIIO\ WRVH ZKR\HUYHRKM HPHUJQ) FKXUR

DVPLQWE/ ZLOGIEHD ILQDBIQJ

3DW RP\ K\SRWHVLY DVMDWKLVH HIFAMH ZRX@ URHDOXVHKO
RE\HUYD\IR Y WRWZ RX@S WV IRUPKH QEXUHRI P\ IDIV D@ P\ XQGIU\DRGQJ
R FKXUK [Q , FDQ LGONMA \WH Z D LQZKLFK \KL\KDV ZRINHG RWZL\K
UHHUIGFHVR P\ W8\ R 0 DOVARWR IDM{ \WKDV/EHHD SRMEG! WRI[SBRUH
LVXH/1Q JUHDWUG HBVIK E\ GRRNQJDWHRAP IURP VHYHIDO GIHHQV SUSHWHY Q
DP XOUL O\ HHG BSSWRDK ) RULOMIQRH , Z DVDE®! \R GVRIEH \WH Z D\ LQZKLFK
0 DOVH SHUH@FHZ DV RUVILHG LQRM\KRZ  WHQ FBARH DLDOWMODQG
HPSLUFDOWWRHVR DLV WD QY LIRQVDQG GIRRQYHWRQ EH RIH Z HDYQJ \WHH
LQVLEWV RIHVIKHJ ZWK ZHDOVK QG WDQH R GLIHUIQW ERRFO LBIHV LR DQ
LPDILQMYH WH WBQLH HFM 7KLVH@EGIGPH VIR LHDW \R \WHV\RU\ 1Q DQ

LQWOIFVEO QG HP RARQDD D\
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5HOMY 0 DOVWRU\WRIKDVRI 1 DRPL ERXIKWUHVK QULKWWKR
LOFRSRDWEILQVRKAM QIDIDWYH )RU DWDRH U KHZHQVEDFN KPH DV DRPL
QG Z KDV RXG EH WH HIHFW RKLVH SHIHGHRQ RWHY : DV =RH OAEXWR

UHKMQJ W ®IDH ODO1 DRP LV MEH"

: KLOVW Y0QLVKHP\ VK DERWO DO VVHIDO N\ ZRUGVMR SHG RX\DVWP H
VXK DV TGUNBW TOLKIW T&RVW- YH TUP ERO-DQG TIQGSHIGHN 7KXV,
UHIBAWG RQ RZ 0 DO RVWVK Z DU IRUQGISH@EH@H EXW DIQHS KLV
LQGSHGHYMH IURP D FKARK | DMK IQ*R G , |HOV KDV FDPH WR DHEISHU
DSSUHEMRQ R- HXV H[SHIHGH R EMWDI DOD@ [EEDQRPHQWARP DQ
HS RUMRQ R ZK DW BSSHQHS \R0 DO 6LRDUWD, EHIDQ WRIDG WH G.VEOHV-

HPRURQYRQ W ILLYW RRG )UIGD LQ \WH QKW ROD OVH SHUHGHR QRW

-RW : KHERQ DVDQ BKH.VW @ViAVD \VFUSWRUD &KULVIP %RN ZKR
ILQGV AHEQJ QKLY DIWK,QP\ | DQILF, DVD &KILMDQ ZDV ZUWQJ D\FUSWRU
DQ BHWFRPLQI WRMUPVZLWHRMKH E-HIH WDWRMUHVCQR* RG , ZDV FRQFLRXV
WDW Z DVRQO\ [EG! \R HPSDKL]JHWR BHW) HWHQV BFDX\H, \OZ 0 DO RULIDID

| DLW DV LPPDWUH BQG P NVS@FHG DQ &KLY DWHKAMWP DV WD QIMMRQ M

7KH RKHU UW RI P\ KSRIKHAY ZDVVRR VHH KRZ ViKH FEVHUYDAIRQV HY HDBIG
FK DO HGVKHZRUGY HZ UHS HVHDWG LQ WIMKRZ |, GR QR HHOWDW KDYH
FRYHHGVKL\S DVLAX@UD Z HD 7 KL\Z DV SDUD\ RWQWRGDO DV , GG QR\Z DQWVKY
HHUFLNWVR EHVLP® D FULTXH R VKHVHURV / INHZLVHGG QRAZ DQW RVXYA VIKH

VKZ SXUHO\DVDZ D R WLVLQIXAMR YD QGKHQPSO\WMDWRNMRBRI\ ZDV VKKH
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RQO ZD Rl DQZHIQJ WHP ,QIMDG, KRSHG WEQVDW DP RUH QMIDPAH

ADRIXH ERWZHQ YH R

$SQRKHUHD/RY WBA, KDYH QRV BIQKDOO\ FBAHIQIHG )LUH O\-VZ RUGBY HZ
ZDVWDWWZ DV VR FRE®{ D@ RQVDEFRU\ 7KX/ 0 DO VD RIPLQO QG D
JRRG X\ * RGZDV GIDG/R 0 DOEXARYQ) VKIRXIK %RR $ | XURHID\BHFEN RWH
VKZ Z KLK CBSHIMYVR EDFNXSWKH SRQAP DGH RQ SDH  DERXV :KHRRQ
GHSLMAQ) WMH -9 HOH D/D* RGEWSOFH LVWHK \HWMQJ R VKHVHRZ LQINSDFH 2 D
WAUP ZKFK LFSOVD YDKXP RUDQ HP SWGHW +RZHYHU VIKHYDWEBV\R D GDUN
D@ VIHOWSIFH FI BDR BH D P HWEKRJ RUWH ZHVRPHQRV DS LQG NF UECEDH

QDXMWHR™* RG

6R MLV QUHED CHIVRP H \KIQJV MHP WR (BSLRYHWK HIMVEM R * RG
RMHY WESIRYH IMZ WKRAW DKDGR. RI D GREW/LIH @NH)LUH O\ UDVAV PDQ\
TXHVVRQVDER XV KDW DWHKMDQG KR ZHFRPH VR KIYH LVBRPH R VIKHVH
TXHVVRQY R QRWHHP VIR P DNH VIVH EXV DVRN BV 1, W-\RWV DRXWP DNKQJ
VHYVH \W\DERXV EOHY Q) LQ\RPHWKQY $ QGBAMLQ KDW IECHI EHUHOHQR XK

VR FKOQH \RXU I0H

) RUPH WKBEHOH LV Q \KH JRRG GZ VR - HVXV BULVW

% Whedon, Firefly, Episode 1.7.
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6VIDUALQ) DOGYHUDIDLO «
7KWRXJK D SJRAWR GDBRIXH EHVEHQ)LHIO DG FRYWPSRDU\

PLWLROR WLVAMHWIRQ KIVIQYHW.IWGWH HS HUHQFH R GRUQJI DMK 1Q

* RG ZD\VRI X@HWREQ SULWMRRAQWH RYPRGHQZ RUE DQGKH @WIH

R VKH HPHUJQI FKXUK |, Q DIDVALCDMYY Z D WKLY \AG RI RQH IBHFWR SRSX@U

FXOX W KDV FKDDIGRHG MG HUFKHGP\ X@EHIWRAQ R IDIVK FRPPX QW D@

PLQLVWU\

6HYHIDO FHWEKRYR D URPDILGHGFKXUR DQG DUKPDILCHGPLQ VMY
KDYHEHK) WIJHWMG  7KH QRWVWVIH ZRX@ BH \R REVHUY DFWMBOH DPS GIVR
HPHUJQI FKXUFKH/LQ RIGU W D/FHWID D KRZ WKH F RIMWSRYG \R \KH
GHVFSVRQYRI FKXUFK IGHQVIHG D@ E Z KHKHIGRNQJ DW NP WKRXIK MLV
SDWK@UOBY LD KHSIXO D R GHYHBSIQIWKUPLWRQ6 XFKD SRFHV ZRYOG
DORY. \iH TUHYHGFRUMDWRQDD SIRDFK: VR BH IJRURHG E\ WK ST[LV PRGHO-
R VKHRORIDO UHHBARY $V /\ QK VY

7KH SWLV PRGHD LVQYVXDBHOQ BPLQGI XV WDW SSUBUDM

WHRRILIPO H GIFARQVIRXE YOMY DO\ LBLUHZ DV R OYLQJIDQG
DFWDJ \WDN CRIOEHD\ID) DQG WM RUPD\WY

$ SDLPOADDUD R | XWKHU UHADK ZRX@ BH \R H SGUWH WH UHO L B/ QD WIUH
R EHQI DIDQ RD\WKRZ @M )LWH O\ 2 QFH DIIQ QVIKWYV HDGG IURP HDFK R
VKHVHWXAHY IRXG EH X{WBRVHG RJ UHBHG ZLW HIFK RIKHJ? D@ \R WH Z KR®A

SURFHW VRUWRYHUD DR «

72 These are summarized onpages 61 and 64.
173 |ynch, Understanding Theology, p.106.
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UEDRI LDSK\



'9'V
. KHGR) - GLUFWU )LUH O\ 9HYHD +1aV &$ W K &HQWU\ )R
- KHGR) - GALUFWU 6HUH@L 2UGQGR)/  8QLYHUVIBWGERY

YRRV

$@ELEO UBOT XRWVIRRQV DLIH WIRHD ILRP WKH1HZ 5HYVHG 6WDEIUG 9HWMLRQR VKH
% KM

$OIRG 0 :K DWI" 5HQILRXV7KHPHMQ6FLHQFH AR / RQGR) ' DUVR
/ RQIJPDQ DQ7RGG

WUDEXU\ 5 )DKIHEHW / RGR +DBHWRODY  V$QQL HIDU\ (QUWRQ

&KIP EHUV- 6HUH®L 5ROH 30D\ *DPHDNH *HQWD : , 0DUDHW HV
3IRKFMRQY

&RE . 7TKHYODFNZHOQEHR 7KHR®RI\ DQG 3BXOD&XOWX 2[I RG
YUDFNZ HOO

&URQ ,0 &KDV.QJ)UDQFE 3LOILP-V7DORRBRUIBRESUQIV &2 1DY3UHVV
' DYGVR) - HGWRU 7KH 3VFEKRORJ\R-RW:KH GRQ $Q 8QDXWKRULJHG
([SORDWLRQ ®RXI\ $QJHO DQG )LLM ' DADV 7; %-QEHID YRRV

' HEHLEU & ,QRWKH 'DUNMHHLQIYH 6DFUHG LQ WIS )LE V R WKH W
&HQWX *UDQG5DSGV 0, %DHU$SFDGHPLF

(\SHQRQ - HAWE )LQAQ) 6HUHQLWQAL KHURHV /REKHBKHU@D@ 6SDFH
+RRNHILQ -RV:K HGRQ-V IHIO\ ' DOV 7; %HEHID 9RRW

(\SHQWRQ - HAWH 6HUHRR XQG ORUIB (DXWKRHG (WDVRQ-RW
‘K HGRQ V(HIO\SQYHVH ' DIDV 7; %-QEKDD%RNY

JLQ@H - (PHUJLQJ (YDQIHOLVRGR) ' DIWR /R@P DQDQGRGS
JLO®\ - )LQAQ) ) DMK +RZ 'RHV,W+DSSHQ"6ZLQERQ Y%E®I 6REIHW

JURWO ([LOHV /MQJ OLWLRQDOO\ LQWV3RIL VIDQ &XAWXRHDERS\ 0$
+H@ULFNYR

+DUEQRQ $ 6DYDJH 6ISHHUG 2 CHO DQV6WRB RI 2Y HFRPLQJ 68LWXDO $EXVH
/RQGR $XWHKQWF 0HAD
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+ROQKXXAYWS 1HZ $IJH 3DIDQWP DQG &KWWLDQLW-RQ&DP EUGH * URYH
WRNV

+XQMU** ,,, 7KH&HIUF: D\ R (YDQJHGL 1 DVKYOD71 $ELQIGRD 3B\
-RIQVRQ 5. 5HHGSIULWXMDZKHR®)\ DQG )LOP Q'LDORI * (DQGDIGV
0, YDNHU $DGRLF

.HO * BWHMK /H WRQLD )DMK ILRP WKH /IH RI' DQLHOLQVR.H\QHV
$XWHQF 0HAD

.RRQY .' )DLWK DQG &KRLPMH R NV R-RW:KH GRQ- HIH 1&
OF)DUDGB

. HWHJ/-  *RVSHO ,PDIH.Q )LA/R)DQG )LOP 2Q6 HYHM QI VWKH +HUPHEXW.FDO
JORZ/RQGR 6&KHIIHG$FOGPLF3UHVV

N QGFK * 8QGIWD@LQI’KHRORJI\ DQESXODU &XOVWAIRYG %OFNZHD

ODKHU , SHHOWXHV ( QIDJLQJ )IFODQG )DMK 6ZLQGRQ % EB 6REHW

OF/ DIHQ % ORWH 5HDG\ 7KDQ <RBFDQH (YDQJHOLVP DBQFHQWKH
3RVP RGHUQDWL[ * (DQGDSGV 0, = RQIGHYDQ

OLQ@) ' %OXH /LNH -DJJL DVKYO® 7 1 7 KRPDV IHOV®

ORLWV\ $ -RXUQH\LQJ 2XW $ 1KBSURDFYR &KUKEDOLWLRQ RGR)
ERQUXXXP

OXUD\ 6 &KDQJILQJWRQ /HDUQLQUWRPWH 1 HZ HUSKXUFKV | ROGRD
SKXUFKH/ TRIIVKHULQ %MD 0)G ,HD B

OXUD\ 6 &KXBK $1VIHUEKUMVHGERP OLQVR.H\QHV 3DWIQRKMALBUHVV

3HUF\ 0 HAWB 3UHYLRXV &RQROFVERQYNLR)LQWKH 3UHVHQW/' BQGR)
63&.

SRMG 1 & RXKFK 6 *HWO RUH /LNH M{V:KLOH :DWFKLQ@9® OLORQ .H QHV
$SXWHQIWF OHAD

3UWRDG - 7KH /UH B :R N RI D 3LHW/R QGR 63&.

5DPER/ 5 8QGHMWD@ELQBHOLIKR RQYMVLRQ HZ + DYHD &7 <D®! 8 QLYW
3LHW
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5LFKVH 3 D@ )DLV - *RQH%XWRNRUJRWHQR QGR 'DUWRQ / RQIJPDQ
D@ 7RG

5LGHDO 07KUHKRQG R WKH )XWiH 5HIRURQ) WKH &KXUFKKB 3RIV &KL WZDQ
‘HVW/ RIGR) 63&.

S5RAYV 3 +RZ 1RWWR 6SHDN RRG/ RQGR) 63&.
6KIDW 0 7KH. LOOHU $0 (GREXUK &DQR.IDW IRRWV 5HYLMG
6NUHN®6 3LAMXULQJ &KMA):LWQHY*UDQG5D3GV 0, (HUGD@V

7D\QRU 6 7KH 2XVR Y%RXQGEKXUFK / HDUQQ) WR EHDWH&RP P XQWRI )DLVK
LQ EXAXUH RI &KDH *UDQG5D3GV 0, = R@HUYR

7RPQQORQ' 5H HQFRQAQXEKUVDQLWA )IMLQ R (PHULQJ &XEH
1 RZLAK & DQWUEKU\ 3LHW

: KHGR) - 6HUH®L 7KH 211 LFLDOWDO &RPSLRQ RIGR) 7IWD %RRW

: KHGR) - )LLHO\ 7KH 2ILALDO &RPRIRQIRGPH / RGR) 7IWD 9RAW

: KHGR) - )LLHO\ 7KH 2IILFLDO &RPSDQIROXP / RIGR) 7IWR 9RAW

: KHGR) - ODWKHZV % &RQUG : 6HUHRL 7KRVH /HAWA-KLQGOLOZDXNH

25 ' DN+RUVHRRNV

© KHGRD - ODWKHZV % &RQUDG : 6HUHBQL %ANWHU 'DWOLOZDXNH 25
' DUNFRUH 9RRNV

LOFR 59 & RKWQ 75 HGAWY ,QYMAVLIDW)LUHODQG 6HHIW 6FLHQFH
)LALR) ROWKH)URQWLKR QGR , % 7DXJV

ULIKW &-+ 7KHO LMLRQ RI *RGL RW@KDP ,93
- RXUQDOS UAFGNV

' DBUD & &KDIQJ WK' UIP 6 WDAQJ &RPP XQW- (QFRQMYRQVKH (GJH
1XPEHU (DWMU SS

/LQIV * 18 QUDHAQ VKH' 1$ Rl &KXFK +RZ FOQZHNRZ VMDVZKDWLV

HPHUJQI LV’ &KXUFK - ,QMQDWLRQDO -RXUQIRHRKG\ R WKIEKU VZDQ
&KXBK 9ROPH 1 XPEHU ODUK Sss
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HEMWV %RV
KWSV EORGLIIWIRUVRGR\ FRP "S
KWSV EUBNVKDLWE®RIVRW RP ZZVEG ZKDW BXG VKISKHUG BRN ®RKWPO
KWSV FUD\ DERWWWARP ,PDJHV ILUHD NBJ
KWSV GNARQVILBIVZ RUGSVV RP MRVYBHG&QBPD\AYBVKWIYI
KWSV |LUHD | DQV GMDQWBNBRP JDIBIU\
KWSV | LUKDIXQWHHYQVEIYDQWH QM/RQV LOQGH KWRD
KWSV  IQWHRSH)ERIBRWRP WKIR®R\ DQG ILUHD KV O
KWSV GYHVRQEBIVRW FRPVHIRK'T ILLHIO
KWSVV FUHBUDQPRP VKHSHEERRN VHADLW DQV UHRFH EXVLPP
KWSVV HQEQIZDYH ZRUGSVV RP

KW8&VV HUHQW IIUHDO EORVSR\WRP

KW8&VV HUHQW IIUHD EORVSR\WRP LV VKBKHUG BRN UB® SUIHVWWR O
KWWV HUHQW IUHD EOBRVSRWRP IDQIF DERXW VISKHUG ERN @G HPHULQJ KW O
KW8V XVHUQYHMRUQOFRP BDIBFRB KW O

KWSV ZZZ EDEQDPHWRXN P HDQQIBRUIQEDPHBODEROP KWP

KWV ZZZ EEFFRXN GQDK J $

KWV ZZZ FD@ADQERZGFRIWFRP VKQGLIV KWP

KWV ZZZ GDPDW RU FRQWM/IQGHSKS'WSH  FDWIRUY

KWSV ZZZ IDFHERRIFRP KRPHSKS' WRSIF SKS"XG WRS UHIPI
KWV ZZZ |DQIFWRQQHWRPPXQW 6WRUHVB)BPBWKBYDFN

KWSV ZZZ IDQIFWRQQHW V ) DWKERUBWWR) HDUI®

KWSVZ ZZ ID QLPARQ QHW V 7K DQNB)URPBWKBIQGH

KWSV ZZZ IDQIFMRQQHW V

KWSV ZZZ IDQIFWRQQHW V

KWV ZZZ JUHBI@PH RU WHRE)\ DQG ILUHD

KWV ZZZ PHWKRGYW RXNVWDIVFRQI  FRB DBWKHV VIQWIMMHB ~ GRF
KWSV ZZZ VKDUHMINGHRU VHRWI®R  HV\HQFH

KWSV ZZZ WIDZ FRP 7K HPHV 6HUHV'JFQG & H\ WSJIEST6 ZRG M3=$
KWSV  ZZZ WKHZHEVLWHRP WYFHOVUDD  ILBIQ KWP

KWW ZZ7Z \RXWEHFRP ZDWK"Y \UMZ8K ( R

-77-



