
 

 

Welsh-Border Surnames from 'ab Edmond' 

 

According to the 19th century writer Samuel Meyrick(1), surnames did not develop in 

Wales and the Marches until the time of Elizabeth I. Before this period, names were used 

according to Welsh customs. We know that a lively Welsh language culture existed in the 

Welsh borderland in the 15th century. Odes by the bard Owain ap Llywelyn ab y Moel(2), 

written to the praise of local gentry families along the Powys border (3), reveal their family 

connections, and other topical associations of the time. In 'Owain ap Llywelyn' we have an 

illustration of the Welsh patronymic naming system, the particle 'ap' or 'ab'(4), meaning 'son 

of', connecting the name of father with son. By successive linking of names, the descent is 

given generation after generation. An illuminating view of the transition from the Welsh 

patronymic system to the use of a surname in the English fashion may be obtained by 

reference to a Welsh border family living at Bachelldre(5), in the borderland parish of 

Churchstoke.  

 

The bard Owain addressed one of his odes to Cadwaladr ap Gruffudd of Bachelldre. 

In it he alluded to Cadwaladr ap Gruffudd's descent from Philip Dorddu, a Welsh land owner 

of the 13th century, who was himself descended from Elystan Glodrydd, ruler of 'Rhwng Gwy 

a Hafren'(6) at the close of the 10th century. The ancestry and family connections described by 

Owain correspond with the pedigree of the family found in early genealogical sources(7).  

 

Edmond ap Cadwaladr ap Gruffudd of Bachelldre was born around the beginning of 

the 16th century. He married Catherine Wigmore, and in due time the mantle of succession fell 

on their son, Hugh ab Edmond ap Cadwaladr(8), who flourished in the second half of the 16th 

century and died at its close.  

 

Hugh ab Edmond came to prominence during a time of extensive change, in the wake 

of the dissolution of the monasteries and dispersal of monastic lands, the Union between 

Wales and England involving the formation of Welsh shires, and the general exercise of 

English law with appeal to English courts(9-11). During this period of rapid change there was a 

decline in Welsh influence and culture in the March. As the 16th century drew to a close the 

use of the patronymic system, which had been widespread in the border region, was in many 

cases to lapse(12,13), and surnames were adopted commonly in the English fashion. Many of 

these were derived from Welsh patronyms, such that 'ab Owain' would become 'Bowen'; 'ap 



Rhys', 'Prys'; 'ab Evan', 'Bevan'; 'ap Hugh', 'Pugh'; and the surnames so formed were 

perpetuated by succeeding generations(14,15).  

 

Lewys Dwnn, the celebrated Welsh genealogist(16), lived through this period of 

change. At the end of the 16th century, he prepared a pedigree showing the ancestry of 

Edmond ap Cadwaladr of Bachelldre, whom he describes in his Welsh style as Iemwnt(17). As 

we have noted, Iemwnt was succeeded by Hugh 'ap Iemwnt', whose son and heir Richard is 

given the surname 'Bemwnt' in Dwnn's manuscript. Dwnn's pedigree shows, therefore, as a 

contemporary record, the formation of this patronymic surname(18).  

 

The development of the surname is reflected in other sources. There are many deeds 

and other documents relating to Hugh ab Edmond, his son Richard, and others of this 

family(19-26). These show that a surname was first used by Hugh before 1580. Sometimes the 

patronymic form 'Hugh ab Edmond' is found together with the surname. Mary his second 

wife, and the children from both his marriages, adopted the surname, although its spelling was 

not uniform, as illustrated in Hugh's will(27,28). In it he is addressed as 'ap Edmond', his brother 

Mathew as Bedmond, his widow as Mary Bemond(29), as also is their son Hugh, and their son 

Nathaniell is given the surnames Bedmond and Beamond.  

 

Jacob Chaloner, who died in 1631, prepared a pedigree of the Bachelldre family 

culminating in Hugh's offspring, along with their husbands or wives, and gave it the title 

"Beamond of Clunn"(30,31). For a short period Clun was part of Montgomeryshire(32), and 

Samuel Lewis, Topographical Dictionary of Wales(33), shows that impropriate tithes were 

payable from Bachelldre township to Clun. Chaloner tricked arms for the Bachelldre family, 

but the crest and a quartering of the arms(34) came from another Beamond family which by 

this time may have been extinct(35). 

 

A further pedigree of the Beamond family of Bachelldre was prepared in the early 

decades of the 17th century, probably by one of the Randle Holme family(36), whose work 

bears the claim: "This descent of Beomond is thus in an ancient rental of Castlewright 

manor"(37). The rental itself has not survived, but names of the family are to be found in the 

remaining manorial court books(38).  

 

For a time patronymic name-forms continued alongside surnames established in 

earlier decades. This may be illustrated by reference to the Mainstone church registers 

embracing Castlewright township(39). At his marriage Mathew Beamond(40,41) is referred to as 



'ap Edmond', whilst in a separate entry of the same event, the surname alone is used. Both 

name-forms appear in Mathew's will which dates from the middle of the 17th century, but a 

patronymic form is not seen thereafter. Mathew's children carried the surname Beamond(42), 

and in later generations both Beamond(43) and Beamand are encountered.  

 

The surname Bemond was one of the forms used by Hugh ab Edmond and his son 

Richard. This is the spelling found in the Bishop's Teirtref court books, certain deeds, and 

entries in the Churchstoke parish register(44,45), where Hugh and Richard were buried as 

Bemond. Descendants of Richard of Bachelldre have been traced into the 19th century under 

the family name Bemand(46-48). This form of the surname has been perpetuated to the present 

day, as has Beamond and Beamand.  

 

The work of Guppy(49) suggests the spread of the family name under the variants 

Bemand, Beamond and Beamand, from origins on the Welsh border into neighbouring 

English counties. It may be noted that he does not list these surnames for any English county 

other than Shropshire and Herefordshire.  

 

The range of spellings for surnames derived from 'ab Edmond' is illustrated by 

reference to parish registers of the border area, such as those of Churchstoke, Mainstone, and 

Chirbury, and other documents(50,51). These reveal, as may be expected, obvious corruptions 

due to mis-spelling. However, one version of the name is distinctive. It bears the 

characteristic of an original patronymic form. As such, it is not a distortion of those surnames 

which may stem from Bemwnt, but was generated directly from 'ab Edmond', in the way that 

Bedward is derived from 'ab Edward'. In various documents we find instances of the family 

surname given as Bedmond. Examples may be seen in Catherine Wigmore's will of 1580(52,53), 

Hugh ab Edmond's will of 1599(54) as above, in the Mainstone and Churchstoke parish 

registers, and in a range of deeds. Sometimes Bedmond appears as an alias to another form of 

the surname. The records show that this form, although not uncommon in the earlier part of 

the 17th century, was not perpetuated by later generations of the Bachelldre family(55).  

 

The early Anglo-French surnames Beaumond and Beaumont are more common than 

Beamond, Beamand and Bemand, particularly in certain English counties distant from Wales. 

Over the years, some branches of the borderland family have adopted the Anglo-French form, 

and their distinctive border-Welsh origin has become obscured. There are instances where 

Beamond has become Beaumond, and Beaumont has been taken in place of Beamand. The 

assumed form has then been borne by succeeding generations(56).  



 

A detailed account of the development of Welsh surnames is given in T.J. & Prys 

Morgan, Welsh Surnames(57). Although many names are included in this book, it does not 

identify the patronymic surnames arising from 'Emwnd' or 'Edmond', which have been the 

subject of this article. T.E. Morris, in his extensive article "Welsh Surnames in the Border 

Counties of Wales" (58), shows the rich variety of surnames which arose in the borderland. In 

his article, he identifies Beamond and like versions as Welsh surnames, and mentions the 

colloquial form Bemwnt. However, he does not support his proposition with a range of source 

material. The evidence we have given in the present article complements his work, provides 

the necessary sources, and supplements the excellent work done by T.J. & Prys Morgan. 
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Record Office shows that the name is in fact Beamond. Again, see Lodowick 'Beaumont', 

James I, ref.80/13.  

Similarly, Edward Owen in his Calalogue of the Manuscripts relating to Wales in 

the British Museum, see (26), p.348, describes the Randle Holme Beomond family (MS 1978 

fo.92v) as 'Beaumont'.  

Equally, in the Montgomeryshire Collections Index to Volumes 1-54, 1868-1951, 

(Welshpool 1962), Walter Beamond is given the name 'Beaumond'.  

Again, turning to earlier times, in the Visitation of Shropshire 1623, p.223, we read 

"Lucia nupta Roberto Beaumont de Churchstoke", whereas correctly Lucy Harris married 

Richard Beamond. 

  
57 T.J. & Prys Morgan op. cit.(15) 

  
58 T.E. Morris, "Welsh Surnames in the Border Counties of Wales", Y Cymmrodor, 1932, 

vol.43 p.155. 
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Additional Sources 

 
59 Edward Thomas Beaumont, The Beaumonts in History AD 850–1850, (Oxford 1929) gives 

further illustrations bearing on Ref.(34). 



 
60 Patrick Hanks and Flavia Hodges, A Dictionary of Surnames, (Oxford 1988) recognize that 

'Beamond' may have a Welsh origin, as does T.E. Morris in Ref.(58). (In this Dictionary the 

adviser on Welsh surnames is Dr. Hywel Wyn Owen, Director, Clwyd Place-Name Council.) 

Also see Note 3 of Ref.(30). 

 
61 Michael P. Siddons (Wales Herald Extraordinary) The Development of Welsh Heraldry 4 

vols. (National Library of Wales, Aberystwyth 1991-2006) is the definitive work on Welsh 

heraldry. An entry on the Arms "Beamond of Clun" is included, c.f. Note 4 of Ref.(30) above. 
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Publication 
 

The article was published in The National Library of Wales Journal vol. XXVI no. 4 winter 

1990 pp.345 – 352.  

 
Errata: On p.347 of the published article, printed line 29, for 'Beamond' read 'Beamand', and on p.350 in the first line of "Ref. 

18", for 'f.17v1-8' read 'f.17v-18'. 
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Illustration 1. 
 
 
 

 

 
 

Arms of ‘Beamond of Clun’ from Harl. MS 1973 fo 17v 
 

attributed to Jacob Chaloner 
 
 
 
 

© The British Library. All Rights Reserved. Harley 1973 f.17v - f.18



 
Illustration 2. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Extract from Cardiff MS 2.36, upper half of p.327 by Lewis Dwnn 
 

(transcripts are given in Illustrations 3 & 4) 
 
 
 
 
 

This illustration from Cardiff MS 2.36 p.327 is reproduced with the permission of 
 Cardiff Libraries and Information Service 

 



 
Illustration 3. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Transcript of Cardiff MS 2.36 part of p.327 
 

 



 
Illustration 4. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Transcript of Cardiff MS 2.36 part of p.327 
in conventional “family tree” form 
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