Dear
The Children Bill is before Parliament a the moment.

If it becomes law, my {child' Schildren’s} detailswill be entered on a database, and dll
professonalswill be put under aduty to share confidentia information about { him/her},
and about me. Thiswill dl be done without the knowledge or consent of my

{ child/children} or mysdif.

Thelaw dready dlows professondsto share information when achild is at risk of harm,
but the powers in the Children Bill go much further: they would make professonds
record the dightest concern about each child' s progress and devel opmertt.

The proposds are insulting because they imply that | may neglect or abuse my child
unless| am monitored. They are dso highly intrusve. Family lifeis private, except in the
rare caseswhere achild isin danger, and it isa parent’ s job to bring up their children.

| don't believe the Bill will hdp children a risk of harm: the child protection sysem is
barely coping a the moment, and the proposas are likely to cause such overload that
those children who need urgent protection will be easily overlooked. In any case, people
will stop asking for help if they know their confidence may be broken, and that could
make life harder for even more children.

The cogt of databases would be better spent on letting families know what help is
avalable and improving services to make sure thet they actudly get it, and on tackling
the serious shortage of child protection socid workersto help children who are at risk of
harm.

| urge you to oppose the information-sharing provisons contained in Part 2 of the
Children Bill.

Y ours Sncerdly,




Deaxr

| am very worried about the suggestion in the Children’ s Bill thet teachers, doctors, socid
workers and many other people could share private informeation about me without asking
my permission. If | ask someone for help, | want to know that it will be kept private
unless| say otherwise.

| hope you will oppose the section of the Bill thet would alow people to discuss my
private life benind my back.

Yours sncerdy



