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ACTION ON RIGHTS FOR CHILDREN

HOW EFFECTIVE ARE
TRUANCY SWEEPS?

® Over 16,000 hours of police time are spent annually on truancy sweeps

® 1 truant is found for every 82 minutes of police time
@ 1 child is stopped for every 30 minutes of police time

® 63% of children stopped are not truanting

The Crime and Disorder Act 1998 gave the police in England and Wales new powers to remove truants from
a public place. Truancy sweeps began in 2000. Since 2002 the DfES has prescribed two national ‘truancy
sweep initiatives’ per year for England, each lasting for about 3 weeks, when Local Education Authorities
(LEAs) conduct a series of sweeps between dates set by the DfES. Since 2003 the National Assembly for
Wales has made similar arrangements for nationwide truancy sweeps.

This report is a study of the sweeps conducted during autumn 2004. All LEAs in England and Wales were
contacted; 120 replied (80%). They reported a total of 1,093 sweeps: an average of 9 per LEA, the number
of sweeps ranging from none at all to 63 sweeps in one LEA. Each sweep lasted an average of 3 hours, and
there was a reported total of 6,527 police hours. On this basis, two national truancy sweep initiatives per
annum in England and Wales would require 16,318 police hours. This is equivalent to the annual working
hours of 10 full-time police officers.







