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Preface 
 

In May, 1931, the St. Mary's Parochial Church Council appealed for 
funds to enable them to restore the Church Bells, which had been unsafe for 
ringing since 1922, and for the purpose of building a Hut especially for 
social work among Juveniles. 

Since that date £900 has been raised, leaving approximately £200 still 
to be found before the programme can be completed. 

It is hoped by the publication of this booklet to raise some of the funds 
still required.  The compilation—apart from the necessary 
printing charges and the making of blocks—has been done gratuitously, and 
all money raised from the sale will be given to the St. Mary's "Hut and Bell 
Fund." 

Donations to the " Fund " or towards the cost of producing the booklet 
may be forwarded either to the Vicar or to the Honorary Treasurer. 

In compiling the booklet, the author has obtained information from 
Domesday Book, manuscripts, etc., through the courtesy of the City 
Librarian of Birmingham, Mr. Herbert M. Cashmore, F.L..A., but in the 
main from personal interviews 'with old Selly Oak residents. 

Various friends have helped by giving information and advice.  To 
these, the writer desires to tender his most grateful thanks. 

He would thank especially Mr. Frank Daniel, for drawings; 
Mr. Herbert Woodbine, A.L.A., for assistance in searching for the early 
history of Selly Oak; Dr. Frank Raw, for revising the notes in the Geological 
Section; and finally he would acknowledge, with gratitude, the help and 
suggestions of Mr. Walter T. Dunsby, A.L.A., in the preparation of the 
manuscript and the reading of proof.  

F.W.L. 
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ST.  MARY'S  VICARAGE, 
SELLY OAK. 

Foreword. 

This study of Selly Oak shows a commendable pride in the district and 
reveals something of the unflagging perseverance and zealous interest which 
has been shown by Mr. Leonard and those who have been associated with 
him in its preparation and production. 

To those who look upon Selly Oak as dull, commonplace and prosaic, 
it will come as a surprise to learn that its existence is noted in Domesday 
Book." The Story of Selly Oak " makes interesting and valuable reading, and 
well repays the research work which has been devoted to it. 

In my opinion, it is worthy of finding a place in the home of everyone 
who has been connected with Selly Oak. 

That there will be omissions and possibly errors is perhaps 
unavoidable, but I have no doubt that the care with which it has been 
compiled will reduce such defects to a minimum. 

     REGINALD PEMBERTON STEER, 
     Vicar of St. Mary's Parish Church, Selly Oak, 

             and Rural Dean of King's Norton. 
 

1st October, 1933 
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told by Francis W. Leonard 
T has been stated, and perhaps with some 

justification, that whilst a good deal of 
research has been undertaken with regard to 
ancient civilisations, our own local history and 
geography frequently go unrecorded.  Certainly 
more is being done in this direction now than was 
the case a few years ago, through the interest of 
various Associations, and by other enthusiasts, 
but there remains a wide and fruitful field for 
investigation. 

Whilst the notes which follow, may not satisfy 
the learned student, it is hoped that they will stir 
the memories of the older generation of Selly Oak 
residents and command the interest of the new.  
They have been gleaned very largely from the 
oldest inhabitants who are now with us, who 
remember Selly Oak in the "good old days" 
(about 1850), when it was quite a small hamlet 
and formed part of the Parish of Northfield.  A 
few, a very few it is true, still remember Selly 
Oak when it consisted of about 50 houses, a " 
Chapel," but no Church, and several outlying 
farms; when our High Street and Market Places 
were country roads flanked with meadows and 
cornfields, and when our present heavy traffic 
was represented by 20 stage coaches daily.  These 
old "villagers" well remember the days when 
Bournbrook as a distinct part of the district was as 

yet unknown, when Bournville was non-existent, 
when there was no railway or tramway system, 
and the few inhabitants who visited occasionally 
the neighbouring town of Birmingham had 
perforce to do so on "shanks' pony," or pay 6d. 
for a ride in an old horse 'bus which, from 1858 
onwards, left the "Gun Barrels Tavern " for the 
"Bee Hive " daily at 10.45 a.m., 2.15 p.m. and 
6.15 p.m., and returned at 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. 

In order that we may appreciate something-of 
the striking and extensive development which has 
taken place during the past 70 or 80 years, it will 
be well, perhaps, if first we look back on Selly 
Oak as it was in the days of its infancy, and see 
something of the nature of its growth. 

Place Name. 
Old "villagers" with whom the writer has 

discussed the matter, are  unanimously agreed  
that Selly  Oak derived its name from the massive 
oak tree which, until 1909, grew near the junction 
of Oak Tree Lane and Bristol Road.   This 
magnificent oak might still have been standing, 
had not permission been given for the erection of 
property close to the edge of the roadway.  The 
building-s came so near to the tree that its 
branches perforce had to be cut off to make room 
for the property.  Ultimately, the old oak tree 

I 
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became a danger to pedestrians and a hindrance to 
the development of traffic, and in the interests of 
safety was finally removed, the butt being placed 
in Selly Oak Park, where it stilt rests.  There had 
been many previous attempts at removal; in 1894, 
the Northfield Highway Board strenuously 
endeavoured to have the tree removed, but the 
storm of protest that was aroused prevented them 
from carrying out their intention.  The subject at 
the time was one of heated controversy in the 
press, and perhaps the most effective contribution 
in preserving the tree, which received wide local 
circulation, was the following ballad entitled 
"Selly Oak's Oak ":— 

Down at Selly, 
Splendid joke; 

Bout an Oak Tree—" 
Sarah's " Oak. 

 

Peaceful folk 
Of Selly Oak, 

Would preserve it—
Same old Oak. 

 

Northfield Highway 
Board so gay, 

Would uproot it— 
In their way. 

 

Men of Selly 
Oak say ' 'No," 

Tree won't part with, 
Here's a " go." 

 

Good old Selly, 
Good old Oak, 

Good old Northfield, 
Splendid joke! 

Many residents assert that on this tree a certain 
witch named Sarah was hanged.  Others aver that 
Sarah, having been hanged for witchcraft, was 
there buried, and an oak stake driven through .her 
heart, from which the giant oak sprang, and that 
the place thereafter was known as Sarah's Oak, 
and later as Sally’s Oak. 

It seems a pity to suggest anything which may 
disturb this traditional view, which undoubtedly 
has been handed down from one generation to 
another, but it would that Selly Oak has a more 
ancient origin than the age of the oak tree would 
appear to suggest.  Many conjectures have been 
made as to the origin of the names—Selley, 
Seille, Selle.  In "The Place Names of 

Worcestershire" (English Place-Names Society) it 
is said that the words look at first like a 
compound of Sele and leah, which might mean '' 
clearing-, with a hall or building on it."  Another 
meaning ascribed to the name from the same 
source is "clearing on the scylf or shelf of land."  
A further interpretation put forward is that the  
second syllable of the word, "Selly" is associated 
with the Saxon word, "Ley," meaning " 
meadows." 

Still another meaning is Sel, or salt, and ley, a 
meadow, or " Saltway, through the meadow." 

Whatever may be the origin and meaning of the 
place name, it would seem probable that in more 
modern days the place took its additional name, 
"Oak," from the prominent tree within, the 
village. 

In Roman Times. 
Selly Oak, like many country villages, was 

really a hamlet built about the crossing of two 
main roads, the Bristol Road and the Oak Tree 
and Harborne Lanes.  Bristol Road is said by 
sorne authorities to be the probable site of the  
Upper  Saltway—a Roman road running  from  
Droitwich through Brornsgrove, Northfield, Selly 
Oak, Saltley, Tamworth, and then to Saltfleet, on 
the coast of Lincolnshire.  The Saltway was used 
to transport salt from Droitwich to the continent.  
When Pigeon House, near Northfield, on the  
Bristol Road, was demolished for road widening, 
preparatory to the extension of the tramway, 16 
Roman coins were discovered.  Excavations on 
the same site also revealed a water course, with a 
basin-shaped trough and an aqueduct roofed with 
oak. 

Other authorities express serious doubts about 
the Saltway running- up through Droitwich and 
Brornsgrove to Selly Oak in British or Roman  
times, and consider it much more probable that it 
joined Rycknield Street near King's Norton. 

The view that the Bristol Road is modern in 
direction would appear to be supported by a map, 
printed in 1786, the original of which was 
recently acquired by Mr. L. J. Cadbury, who has 
kindly allowed us to reproduce it, together with 
some historical notes, published recently in the 
"Bournville Works Magazine," which afford an 
interesting peep into the past.  Mr. Cadbury's map 
clearly shows that the old lanes ran in a very zig- 
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zag fashion across the road and have been 
diverted at many points to join the present Bristol 
Road. 

Oak Tree Lane was possibly a part of the great 
Roman road, Rycknield Street, which some 
historians say went through Alcester, Studley, and 
Beoley to Lifford, and thence possibly via 
Stirchley to Birmingham. 

Rycknield Street undoubtedly ran through the 
parish at Selley, entering- near the Co-operative 
Stores at Stirchley and running up the hill to the 
top of Selly Hill near the old Manor House, close 
by the present St. Edward's Roman Catholic 
Church, at that point probably branching- off to 
the right towards Sutton Park. 

It is thoug-ht that Oak Tree Lane represents part 
of an old British Trackway, starting- near 
Wychall and running- up Oak Tree Lane, 
Harborne Lane and Metchley Lane through 
Edgbaston.  Thus the oak tree stood at the corner 
of this old lane and the Worcester turnpike. 

When we walk on the modern metalled surfaces 
of the Bristol Road and Oak Tree Lane to-day, 
and get caught up in the whirl of traffic, 
becoming- nearly "gassed" by fumes from petrol 
engines, it seems a far cry from Roman 
associations.  It requires imagination to translate 
ourselves from this world of materialism, and slip 
back mentally into the days before yesterday, 
when Roman roadmakers laid the foundations of 
these highways and possibly colonists built their 
homes and tended their gardens in this peaceful 
corner of Eng-land. 

Selly Oak and Domesday. 
It has been possible, through the courtesy of the 

City Librarian to ascertain that Selly Oak, or, as it 
was then called, "Escelie" (pronounced Ess-
Selly), is twice referred to in Domesday Book.  In 
this great rate book of the kingdom, compiled for 
William the Conqueror by the Domesday 
Commissioners in 1085, "Escelie" is assessed at 
four hides.  As the Domesday Book was the 
outcome of a general survey of the country 
ordered by William for fiscal purposes, it is 
obvious that Escelie in those days was a source of 
revenue.  Moreover, the Manor of Escelie, which 
we are told was held by Fitz Ansculf, whose 

castle was at Dudley, was apparently of some 
importance, for belonging to it was the berewick, 
or outlying estate, of Berchelei, or as we now call 
it, Bartley Green. 

Ear ly References. 
Other early references to Escelie occur in the 

Assize Rolls for Worcestershire, 1221; Book of 
Fees, 1242; Calendar of Patent Rolls, 1254; 
Inquisitiones Post Mortem (Record Commission), 
1323; Calendar of Close Rolls, 1323; Lay 
Subsidy Rolls, 1327; Worcestershire Fines, 1416. 

It is also of interest to find that in the Curia 
Regis Rolls for 1204 we have one Gervase de  
Selvele, alternatively called Gervase de Selleg 
(whose name suggests that he might have been 
associated with the district), bringing an action  
against one Bernard de Frankele. 

The map of a portion of the Bristol Road, to 
which previous reference has been made, shows 
the part between "Wood Brook" and Pig-eon 
House Hill, Northfield, and was prepared to 
illustrate a scheme for " widening and improving" 
the Turnpike Road as it existed up to that time, an 
Act of Parliament having empowered a body of 
Trustees to carry out the work.  Improvements to 
the road had already been made between Wood 
Brook and Birmingham on the one side, and 
between Pigeon House Hill and the Lickey on the 
other, but the two miles between had been 
"untouched on account of the Commissioners not 
having been able to g-et the consent of some of 
the local landowners to sell them the land 
necessary." 

The "new-intended line of road," as 
recommended by the Trustees of the Scheme, was 
not, however, carried out, and a compromise was 
made by cutting through certain bends and by 
widening existing portions, the road as we know 
it to-day being- the result. 

On the map will be found:— 

The original road, indicated by the ingle firm 
line which has been drawn along- its course. he 
line of the road proposed in 1786, but which was 
not adopted, indicated by the rather faint ribbon  
line running straight across the map. 

The road as it is to-day, indicated by the double 
dotted line :::::::::: 
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Mr. L. J. Cadbury points out that many familiar 
landmarks can be observed on the map, such as 
the Wood Brook (on the extreme left of map), the 
Pigeon House Hill, and the Bell Inn (now "The  
Old Bell House," the inn having been moved to 
the new roadside).  The "New House" to the north 
of the map (which is upside down compared with 
the present method of printing maps) is the Manor 
House. 

It will be noticed that before the construction of 
the new road as it exists to-day it was necessary 
to go down Cob Lane and Griffin's Brook Lane to 
get from Selly Oak to Northfield, these forming 
part of the original turn-pike. 

Hole Lane is shown opposite the "New House," 
and, though "The Davids" was not then built, the 
oak trees in its garden were apparently growing in 
the hedge that formed the boundary of the land 
belonging to Mr. Ben Line. 

Hay Green and Hole Lanes are still examples of 
the "Hollow Ways," which is the term used by the 
Trustees to indicate places where the road has 
worn down below the level of the surrounding 
land.  This method of describing a road survives 
in such names as "Bell Holloway" and "Holloway 
Head." 

The comparative merits of reconstructing the 
"Hollow Ways" or making an entirely new Road, 
as stated in the " Case," are illuminating. 

Griffin's Brook, even then, was subject to 
floods, and in the summer of 1786 was eight 
times swollen "to such a degree as to interrupt or 
greatly incommode carriages and passengers." 

Nor at that time was the Bristol Road free from 
accidents, sometimes fatal, as was that to the 
Guard of the Bristol Mail Coach in the spring of  
1786.  Unfortunately, the improvement of the 
road surface to avoid one form of catastrophe has 
only served to facilitate others! 

Notes on the Geology of Selly Oak. 

The Geology of Selly Oak can best be 
understood if it is studied in connection with 
that of the neighbouring districts.  Selly Oak 
and Northfield form a small part of the 
Northfield—Dudley plateau, which constitutes 
part of the South Staffordshire Uplands.  Part 

of the south-west boundary of this plateau runs 
through the range of hil ls extending from Clent 
Hil l, through Walton, Rornsley and Waseley 
Hills, to Beacon Hill.  All are well over 900 ft. 
in height.  Then come the hil ls known as the 
Lower Lickeys.  To the east of these are the 
Wast Hil ls, the Redhill, and Forhil l (625 ft.), a 
much lower range, consisting of Keuper marls 
and sandstones..  Northfield and Selly Oak, 
therefore, l ie within an L-shaped ridge of high 
ground.  In late geological time, practical ly the 
whole of this Northfield-Dudley plateau was 
traversed by a huge ice sheet f lowing- from 
North Whales, while in areas north of this there 
were ice fields from the Lake  District and from 
Scotland.  The evidence for this l ies in the 
occurrence of numberless "erratics" or far-
travelled, ice-borne stones, some of which are 
of immense bulk, as well as the deposits of 
glacial sands and gravels in the district.  The 
composition of many of these boulders shows 
that they originated from Scotland or Wales, 
while that of others indicates a more local 
origin, such as the Wrekin district, the Rowley 
Hills and other neighbouring areas.  The down 
gradient of the ice must have carried the 
terminal part of the ice sheet over the slopes of 
the boundary ridge, reaching the summits of the 
Beacon and Frankley Hills, and completely 
fi l l ing all the valleys between.  It is thought 
that the Lickey Gorge, where the Rednal tea 
rooms are situated, was formed about this time.  
As the ice melted a lake would be formed.  The 
water from the lake would escape over the 
lowest pass available.  In this way it came to 
flow over the top of the Lower Lickey range, 
and gradually cut through the hil l until the 
present Gorge was formed.  A stream causing 
such erosion must have been large and 
powerful, and must have drained a very large 
area, such as would be provided by the ice 
field.  Very different is the tiny brook now 
running through the Gorge, which has a 
drainage area of only a quarter of a square 
mile.  The Lower Lickey, through which the 
Gorge is cut, consists of a wedge of Cambrian 
Quartzite stretching from Kendal End to Holly 
Hil l, Rubery, which at some post-Triassic time 
was forced up between two lateral faults.  
There is l i ttle doubt, therefore, that at one time 
the Cofton and Rednal Hi l ls were continuous.
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As previously mentioned, most of the large 
"erratics" in the district were derived from North 
Wales' and consist largely of volcanic material 
derived from the Arenig mountains.  Good 
examples of these may be seen in Selly Oak 
Park, at the University, Bournville Lane, 
Blackwell,   near Northfield Church, on the top 
of Frankley Hill and elsewhere.  A very large 
one was dug up in forming Row Heath playing 
fields.  More important, however, than the 
boulders are the deposits of clay, gravel, and 
sand, some of which were accumulated under 
the ice, and some distributed over the district in 
front of the ice at its melting.  A good example 
of a glacial sand deposit occurs at Frankley, 
where splendid white building sand is obtained.  
Gravel pits are quite common in the Selly Oak 
district; Monk's gravel pit near the railway was 
well known.  The boulder clay deposits of Selly 
Oak gave rise to the now discontinued brick-
making industries, lately carried on by the 
Boylin family, and at Harborne by Mr. 
Raybould.  A very much larger deposit of glacial 
clay is still being worked at California.  The 
geological formation over which the ice sheet 
travelled, which denudation has now exposed, is 
the Trias, or New Red sandstone, with the 
Keuper marl at the top underlain by the Keuper 
sandstone, and the three divisions of the Bunter 
under these.  The upper beds of the 
Carboniferous system are also exposed in the 
district.  It is interesting to note that the Keuper 
marl lies to the south-east of the Birmingham 
fault (which roughly follows the course of the 
Bristol Road), being dropped down against the 
Keuper sandstone to the east.  The Keuper marl 
forms the floor of the best agricultural land of 
the district, and also furnishes deposits suitable 
for brick-making, the nearest examples being at 
King's. Norton and at Hazelwell.  Keuper 
sandstone is successfully worked for building 
purposes at Brornsgrove, and an inferior quality 
was worked at Weoley Castle.  Deep wells, sunk 
through the Keuper formation into the Bunter 
sandstones below were used to supply 
Birmingham with water before the Elan Valley 
scheme was carried through.  Examples of such 
wells occur at Selly Oak and at Longbridge.  
The Bunter sandstone is quarried very 
extensively W., S.W. and E. of Rubery for 
foundry purposes, while other Bunter sands are 

used for building.  From beneath the Bunter 
there rises at the Lickeys, and at Northfield 
another formation called the Enville or Clent 
breccia, an upper Carboniferous formation.  This 
consists of angular fragments mostly of volcanic 
rock embedded in a sandy matrix of the same 
general composition, and owing to its resistance, 
forms the higher slopes and summits of the hills 
stretching from the Frankley and Beacon Hills to 
Clent.  The productive Coal measures, to which 
the mineral wealth of South Staffordshire is due, 
underlie the breccia.  They deteriorate towards 
our district, and in any case are at too great a 
depth to be reached.  This fact has no doubt 
enabled Selly Oak to preserve its rural character, 
as it rests mainly on strata continuous with those 
which supported the once famous forests of 
Arden and Feckenham.  At Rubery the upper 
coal measures rest on highly fosiliferous 
Silurian, and both of these also on still older 
Cambrian rocks.  The Silurian here is largely red 
sandstone and shale and is cut through at the 
Rubery tram terminus.  The still older Cambrian 
has already been referred to as the Lickey 
Quartzite.  This belongs to our oldest marine 
rock system and is extensively quarried for road 
metal, which owes its hardness to the hot spring 
waters of the succeeding Ordovician Period, a 
time of great vulcanicity. 

Selly Oak about 1850. 
Selly Oak must have remained very much in the  

Hamlet and Village stages until towards the latter 
half of the 19th century, when signs of a more 
rapid growth manifested themselves.  This 
increased growth may perhaps be best seen from 
the records of population, which are available 
from the year 1861.  In this connection, an extract 
from Kelly's Directory, published in 1872, is of 
interest:— 

"The population of this village (i.e., Selly 
Oak) has nearly doubled itself since the 
census of 1861 and is still increasing owing to 
the erection of large works for the 
manufacture of Elliott's patent sheathing for 
the bottoms and sides of vessels." 

Population: 

1861 341 houses 1483 inhabitants 

1871 591   ,,  2854          ,, 
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Parish 
 
 
 Selly Oak 

   Ward. 

From later directories the population is given as 
follows:— 

   Inhabitants. 
1881 … … 5089 
1891 … … 7495 
1901 … … 16222 

*  1912 … … 25155 
1921 … … 30073 

† 1931 … … 28548 
*From 1911 (the date of the annexation of Selly Oak from 

the Urban District Council of King's Norton and Northfield to 
the City of Birmingham, which up to that time formed part of 
the Worcester County) the population figures are shown in 
Wards, From 1911 onwards, the figures as to population  will  
therefore not be comparable owing to the revision of the 
boundaries. 

† Decrease in population due mainly to migration to 
outlying Estates. 
Population of Selly Oak before 1861. 

From 1801 to 1861, the census figures for Selly 
Oak were included with those for the Parish of 
Northfield.  During that period the Parish of 
Northfield was divided for local purposes into the 
districts or "yields" of Selly, Hay, Shenley, and 
Bartley.  The census figures were as follows:— 

1801  .... 2807 1831  ... 3977 
1811  .... 3068 1841  ... 5550 
1821  ... 3651 1851  ... 7759 
The area of Selly Oak, according to the 1931 

census, is 1,710 acres (land and inland water). 

Possibly the best way of getting some idea of 
Selly Oak about 80 years ago would be to make 
an imaginary journey through the village.  In this 
we shall be greatly helped if we do so in 
conjunction with the map produced on page 8, 
which has been drawn up specially for this 
publication. Indicated thereon will be found many 
prominent landmarks of that day. 

A convenient starting place for such a journey 
would be at the old silver rolling mill, near the 
present Eastern Road.  This mill was owned by 
Mr. Spurrier, and the power was obtained from 
the brook which ran from Edgbaston Pool.  As we 
proceed towards Selly Oak several wooden 
towers would be noticed on the right hand side, 
near Edgbaston Park Road.  These towers were 
used by the old Volunteers (1855—60) in  
connection with the adjoining Rifle Range, which 
now forms the University playing fields.  This 
range was used by the 1st Volunteer Battalion 
Royal Warwickshire Regiment, for practice at 

100, 200, 300, 400, 500, 600, and 1,000 yards.  
By means of these towers, the marksmen were 
able to use the longest range possible, shooting' 
over the heads of any persons who might be 
passing down Edgbaston Park Road. 

The next place of importance would be the 
Gunbarrels Inn.  The old building can still be seen 
at the rear of the present Hotel.  Continuing the 
journey along the Bristol Road, we reach the 
cross roads at the old iron bridge.  On the right, 
opposite the Bournbrook Road, was the beginning 
of Edgbaston Park Road, which at that time was a 
lane running at the back of the Gunbarrels Inn.  
On the left the Bournbrook Road led up the hill to 
the Rookery.  Here, on the right, was the Selly 
Manor House. 

This Manor House  (acquired by Mr. George 
Cadbury in 1907 and re-erected in Sycamore 
Road, Bournville) dates back to the beginning of 
the 14th century.  Its. 

first records related to a family of the name of  
Jouettes, who became Lords of the Tithing of 
Selly Manor between 1327 and 1400, and we are 
told that complaints were lodged against them at 
the Manorial Court at Weoley, that the Manor 
House at Selly was ruinous.  Originally the 
building was of half-timber with twig and plaster 
filling, but during the Tudor period, the chimneys 
were added and brick nogging of herringbone 
pattern was substituted for some of the plaster 
work which had decayed.  There are traditions 
that Richmond slept in the house on his way to 
Bosworth Field prior to the battle. 

Later Catesby, of Gunpowder plot fame, and 
Oliver Cromwell are said to have also visited the 
Manor House. 

The work of rebuilding and restoration, which 
has been done in an admirable manner, was 
carried out under the direction of Mr. W. 
Alexander Harvey, architect, Birmingham, by Mr. 
Mitchell, of Tamworth.  The journey takes us 
next along the Rookery Road, which was part of 
an old Roman Road.  The farm which gave 
Raddle Barn Road its name is now reached, and 
from here the road continues as a sunken road to 
join the Oak Tree Lane.  From Raddle Barn Lane 
an avenue on the left led to a large private house,  
Selly Hall, the residence of Mr. Muntz, and further 
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on a fordraught led to the now demolished Five  
Gates Farm.  Selly Hall now forms part of the 
Convent of the Sisters of St. Paul, but formerly 
the building belonged to the Chambers family, 
who sold part of the estates about 1809.  An old 
poster of a timber sale, dated 27th September, 
1827, which is in the Reference Library, 
Birmingham, states that "George Willets, bailiff 
to J. W. Phipson, Esq., of Selly Hall, will sell that 
part which lies upon Selly Hall Estate, Raddle 
Barn and the wood."  The Hall was built in 1830-
1833 for Mr. John Rodway, Auctioneer, of 
Birmingham, and afterwards passed into the 
possession of the Shore family. 

Returning now to the Iron Bridge cross roads 
and proceeding along the Bristol Road towards 
Selly Oak, we cross the Bourn Brook by means of 
a bridge which was for many years the 
Birmingham and Worcestershire boundary.  
About 50 yards past the bridge was the first Toll 
Gate.  The first house past the gate on the left was 
a tall private house, now the Bournbrook Tavern, 
and a little further on—on the opposite side—was 
an old Inn called the "Malt Shovel", now known 
as the Bournbrook Hotel.  At this time the owners 
of the Hotel were Mr. Kirby and Mr, North.  
Three pleasure pools had been made in the 
grounds round the Inn—the upper, middle and 
lower—and much later a running track was 
constructed with a cricket enclosure.  These 
grounds were a popular resort for Birmingham 
people.  To meet their convenience, Mr. North 
constructed a private road to the Inn starting 
immediately past the bridge and in front of the 
toll gate and following the course of the brook.  
By using this road visitors to the grounds escaped 
payment of tolls.  It is interesting to note that the 
first Australian cricket team which came to 
England, played a memorable match on these  
grounds with the famous "Pickwicks."  In this 
game Talboys, the Pickwick professional, took 
five wickets for 37 runs, and the rest of the 
Australians were dismissed mainly by a local 
cricketer, the late Mr. W. Boylin. 

On the course of the brook was an old water 
rolling mill, very similar to the old mills at 
Edgbaston Pool, Pebble Mill, Dog Pool and 
Harborne Mill.  In later times the road from the 
Bournbrook Hotel to the Mill contained the old 
stables and sheds for the Birmingham Horse 
Trams. 

Leaving- the Hotel and proceeding- along the 
Bristol Road, we see six houses on the left hand 
side built in the form of an "L".  The people 
living- in these houses bore the well-known Selly  
Oak names of Strickley, Bloomer and Milling-
ton.  No more houses would be passed until Mr. 
Bolton's famous "tub" house was reached on the 
rig-ht hand side, opposite the present Friends' 
Institute.  Mr. Ned Bolton built this wooden tub-
shaped house and lived in it for some time until 
he constructed a more substantial dwelling.  The 
last house before the canal bridge was on the rig-
ht hand side and was known as "Whitehouse's 
Wharf."  There were two cottages lying- back on 
the end of the wharf not far from Mr. Bolton's 
dwelling.  At the opposite end of the wharf, near 
the canal, were several lime kilns.  Just before the 
canal bridge, a footpath started on the left, which 
went across the fields to the old Rookery 
buildings, passing Hall's Farm house about half-
way, and forming perhaps the most popular field 
walk at that time. 

Whitehouse's wharf was on the side of the 
Worcester Canal, but almost opposite was another 
wharf known as Monk's Wharf.  This stood on the 
Netherton Canal, at its junction with the 
Worcester Canal.  After the crossing- of the canal 
no houses on the rig-ht would be passed until 
Chapel Lane was reached.  On the left there was a 
cottage on the canal bank and then came Milling-
ton's Farm,  Beyond this farm on the corner of the 
Dingle was a small beerhouse, a wharf and a 
weigh bridge.  Later, when Mr. Millington gave 
up his farm, he went to live at the Wharf and the 
license from the beer house was transferred to the 
farm house, which became the Dog- and Partridge 
Inn. 

The Dingle has a pretty name, but it was never 
a very pretty place.  On the left, going down the 
Dingle, were six houses, and at the end, facing 
the canal was an old Inn called the "Boat Inn," 
kept by a Mr. Kinchin, which was closed 30 or 
40 years ago.  On the opposite side of the 
Dingle, in Bristol Road, stood the old chapel and 
house, facing Chapel Lane, and by the side of it 
was a private road leading to Sturge's Chemical 
Works.  These works afterwards formed the 
nucleus of the series of factories and mills now 
known as Ell iott's Metal Works.  A large room 
in these works was used as a Mission Hall  
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where Church services were held by the Rev. 
Roughead and other Clergy from Northfield 
Parish Church, before St. Mary's Church and 
Schools  were built.  Mr. Roughead was a Curate 
at Northfield Parish Church serving- under the 
Rector, the Rev. H. Clarke.  Mr. Roughead was 
responsible for most of the Church work of Selly 
Oak.  He was very popular in the district, and 
naturally many hoped that he would be the first 
Vicar of Selly Oak. 

The entrance to Chapel Lane opposite the old 
Chapel was closed by the second toll gate, and the 
only houses in this lane were a few on the right 
hand side known as Groves' cottages, and one on 
the left hand corner close to the toll gate.  Further 
up the Bristol Road, on the left, just below the 
position of the Police Station, was a drive which 
led past some pools to Selly Oak House, the 
residence of Mr. Downing. 

(The last tenant of this house was F. M. 
Andrews, Esq., a Churchwarden, 1894-5.)  Next 
to the drive entrance was the third toll gate and  
almost in continuation with this was a Toll Bar 
across the top of Harborne Lane.  The small 
triangular Village Green, which was surrounded 
by chains hung from low white posts, and the old 
oak tree, were just outside the Toll Gate and Toll 
Bar.  The old Farm House, still standing at the 
corner of Harborne Lane, was also outside the 
Toll Gate and Toll Bar.  The Oak Inn, and a 
Blacksmith's Shop adjoining- it were within the 
two bars, but they did not directly stand on the 
Bristol Road.  The Inn itself, which was near the 
Turnpike Gate, stood at the bottom of a long 
garden, some little distance from the main road 
and the Shoeing- Smithy in front was carried on 
by the proprietor of the Inn, at that time Mr. Wm. 
Albutt. 

The back of the Inn was in Harborne Lane, and 
the Inn and the blacksmith's shop stood away 
from the Bristol Road and were reached by a 
short roadway.  There was, however, a path from 
the Northfield side of the toll gate leading to the 
Inn, so that a pedestrian could evade the toll by 
taking- refreshment there and leaving- by the 
village entrance. 

Proceeding- up the Bristol Road towards 
Griffins Hill, we see wheatfields on the right hand 
side and meadows on the left.  Near the top of the 
hill a farm track ran off on the rig-ht to Park 

Cottage Farm, near the present Carey Hall.  The 
path of this for-draught could be traced by trees 
until a few years ago.  At the top of the hill, two 
houses stood out, one on either side; one was 
owned by Mr. Atkins and the other by Mr. 
Adkins. Halfway down the hill, a farm road, now 
known as Primrose Hill Drive, ran through the 
fields to the left towards Selly Wood Farm.  Just 
beyond this was Woodbrook, an old farm 
enlarged by Sir Josiah Mason, and then acquired 
by Mr. Frederick Elkington.  On the right hand 
side there were the two farm roads to Middle Park 
Farm and to the Manor Farm.  The latter is now 
the drive to the  Manor House, the residence of 
Mrs. George Cadbury. 

Griffins Hill used to be known as the "Four 
Mile Hill" as the fourth mile stone from 
Stephenson Place was some distance down the 
hill.  The old mile stone, now very battered, can 
still be seen at the side of the tram track. 

Near this part of the Turnpike Road (which is 
crossed by Gallows Brook) it was customary for 
farmers to have their pistols in readiness for 
robbers, and it is said that the name, "Gallows 
Brook " owes its origin to the fact that a robber 
was there hanged in a summary fashion for an 
offence he had committed. 

Near the Griffins Brook, and almost opposite 
the Manor Drive, was an old whitewashed cottage 
where Mrs. Halward lived with her four sons, 
Thomas, William, Joe and George, members of 
one of the best known and most widely respected 
Selly Oak families. 

No account of Selly Oak would be complete 
unless a similar journey were also made along 
Harborne Lane and Oak Tree Lane.  Starting- at 
the Golden Cross Inn, at the bottom of the 
Metchley Lane, the first place we notice is 
Harborne Mill Farm, only recently demolished.  
The old barn of this farm provided billets for the 
soldiers who marched down the country towards 
London to take part in the Napoleonic Wars in 
Flanders, which ended with Waterloo in 1815.  A 
little way past the farm is the old water mill, with 
the mill pool at the back near the reservoir.  Mr. 
Millington, who lived at Dore House, at the 
junction of Court Oak Road and Lordswood Road, 
Harborne, carried on a Steel Roll ing business 
at this mill.  The stream from this mill is known 
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as Bourn Brook, or more commonly Monks' 
Brook.  The bridge under which it flows is often 
called Monks' bridge and used to be beloved by 
children because on it they could be in three 
counties at once, viz., Worcestershire, 
Warwickshire and Staffordshire.  Next to the mill 
is Harborne reservoir, constructed at the 
beginning of the 19th century and closely 
connected with the canal system of the district, 
about which a few words will be written later. 

The house next to the Harborne reservoir was 
the home of the man in charge of the sluices (for 
the past 60 years, Mr Monk), who used to 
regulate the supply of water to the brooks.  The 
valley land on either side of Monks' brook to 
Kirby's pools must have been very beautiful 
before the building of the canals, but the high 
embankment built to carry the canal over the 
valley destroyed completely the beauty of this 
part of Selly Oak and altered the contour of the 
district.  Incidentally it partly covered up the 
remains of an old British or Roman Encampment 
situated near the spot where the embankment 
crosses the brook.  The Encampment, however, is 
still extant.  It is at the top of the hill, close to the 
University, and can be clearly traced.  The 
railway goes through a corner of the 
Encampment.  Old names persist, and until recent 
times this part of Selly Oak was always known as 
"The Valley " or " Camp Fields." 

Mention has already been made of the fact that 
the bridge in Harborne Lane was the junction of 
three counties.  The Warwickshire and 
Worcestershire boundary was at that time formed 
by the Bourn Brook, and the Warwickshire and 
Staffordshire boundary by the Harborne Lane and 
Metchley Lane.  The land on the canal side of 
Metchley Lane was Warwickshire; on the other 
side was Staffordshire, while the Selly Oak side 
of the Bourn Brook was Worcestershire. 

In the old prize fighting days, the police had 
jurisdiction in their own county only, and so the 
land near the canal embankment and the brook 
had especial interest to Birmingham prize 
fighters, and it became the scene of most of the 
principal fights that took place at that time.  If the 
Worcestershire police appeared to stop the fight, 
the combatants and spectators could easily carry 
on business in Warwickshire.  If the 

Warwickshire police arrived, both combatants 
and spectators could claim immunity from all 
penalties by stepping into Staffordshire.  The Old 
Gun Barrels Inn was often the scene of such 
conflicts, being- situated on the main road and 
near the three boundaries.  Often these conflicts 
were not between trained pugilists but were 
arranged purely for betting purposes.  Two young 
men, would be given perhaps a sovereign each 
with the promise of an additional pound for the 
winner if they would fight for “knockout”  with 
bare fists, whilst the spectators would bet on the 
result.  There are" persons still residing in Selly 
Oak who can remember such pugilistic 
encounters, who had to run for their liberty on the 
arrival of the police, and who retained their 
liberty by subterfuge, pretending to be haymakers 
until the police went by. 

As we continue the journey from the reservoir 
towards Sellv Oak, no houses would be met with 
until we corn to the old Dock bridge, replaced 
recently by a modern bridge near the entrance to 
Gibbins Road.  A drive on the right from the 
Harborne Lane over the canal leads to Weoley 
Park Farm, which was the residence of J. T. 
Ledsam, Esq., Lord of the Manor.  At the Dock 
bridge boat building industry was carried on by a 
member of the Monk family.  Just past the Dock 
bridge a long fordraught ran across the fields to 
Selly Park Farm.  This fordraught is now Gibbins 
Road, and Selly Park Farm is at the end of 
Weoley Park Road, adjacent to the entrance to 
Lodge Hill Cemetery.  At the farm, the fordraught 
branched in two directions, one going towards 
Bartley Green, past the Keeper's cottage to  
Blackmore corner and "Weoley Castle, the other 
down the hill to the fields belonging to the farm.  
In later years, Mr. Ledsam, Lord of the Manor, 
continued this fordraught for building purposes, 
until it joined a road running from Northfield to 
California.  The scheme was a failure until quite 
recently, when the land was taken up and 
developed by Municipal enterprise into the 
present Weoley Castle Estate, while the old 
fordraught has become the Shenley Fields Road, 
complete with boulevards and buses. 

A research into the history of  Weoley 
Castl e i s at present being undertaken by the 
Bi rmingham  Archaeological  Society, and 
carri ed out by Mr G. M . Bark, F.S.A.  The 
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results of their research will be awaited with 
much interest, and the excavation, no doubt, will 
furnish valuable evidence of the history of the 
neighbourhood. 

The Place-Name Society show that the name 
Weoley indicates a clearing- where heathen 
worship of some kind was carried on.  Weoley is 
also referred to in Domesday Book. 

We are told that a son of Roger de Somery (who 
died in 1291) enclosed 40 acres of the common 
pasture and well stocked it with deer. 

The fox was hunted in the district until 
comparatively recent years, and neighbouring 
farmers well remember these marauders which 
were to be found in the spinney and near the trout 
pool, in rear of the Lodge Hill Cemetery.  The 
North Worcester Foxhounds used to meet at 
Northfield, and various Selly Oak residents rode 
with them to hounds.  Among these were some 
well known riders, one especially being the late 
Mr. Sam. Dark. 

After leaving the Dock bridge and proceeding 
up the Harborne Lane, we pass a few cottages on 
the right hand side and soon reach the toll bar.  As 
we traverse the toll bar, and walk across the 
Green into Oak Tree Lane, the road would pass 
between high hedges until Raddle Barn Lane was 
reached (on the corner of which stood Selly Oak 
Cottages).  The road passes, on the left, a private 
house, now called Higgins Farm, and nearly 
opposite this was a short drive to the Langleys 
Farm.  It might be noticed here that there was a 
footpath from the Langleys Farm across the fields 
to the Bristol Road.  Crossing the road the path 
continued past the site of Selly Oak Church 
across the fordraught to Ledsam's Weoley Park 
Farm; thence by a drawbridge the path crossed 
the canal and led past the reservoir and up the hill 
into the roadway opposite Harborne Parish 
Church.  On. the brow of the hill past the 
Langleys' drive entrance, the next building to be 
noticed would have been a small white lodge at 
the entrance to Stock's drive.  This drive ran 
through a short avenue of trees (one side of which 
still exists) over the fields down the hill to a fish 
pond and up the hill to Bournbrook Lane, not far 
from the Bournbrook Hall, where Mr. Stock 
lived.  The Bournbrook Hall, which was 
demolished in 1907, stood on the site of the Girl's 

Recreation Ground and at one time was known as 
the old "Manor House."  On the left hand side 
was Stock's Wood, or Camp Wood, where there 
existed a square camp, the origin of which is 
obscure.  The banks were very clearly marked on 
all four sides, being about six feet high.  
Excavations on the site revealed nothing and the 
camp was destroyed when “Willov” Road was 
made, and the name preserved in Camp Wood..  
A favourite horse of Mr. Stock's has a monument 
in this wood.  A field path from the drive ran 
through the wood, near to Five Gates Farm into 
Raddle Barn Lane.  On the other side, the field 
path joined the Oak Tree Lane.  Stock's drive is 
now the Linden Road, and the path, through the 
wood is Acacia Road.  The path to the Oak Tree 
Lane still exists as an alleyway. 

Continuing along Oak Tree Lane past the 
entrance of Stock's drive we descend the hill to 
the entrance to Selly Wood Farm.  Further down 
the hill is the junction of Oak Tree Lane and the 
road which leads past Hay Green Farm, back to 
the Bristol Road, while if the journey is continued 
along the Oak Tree Lane, Bournbrook Lane is 
reached and the imaginary journey is complete. 

Inland Transpor t &  Communication. 
It is in the nature of a truism to say that the 

population of a place bears a very definite 
relationship to the number of persons who can be 
supported by its industries.  The industries are 
themselves in turn bound up very closely with the 
problem of transport.  A brief survey of our roads,  
canals and railways, will show how great a part 
they have played in the rapid growth of Selly 
Oak. 

The development of roads brought with them 
many problems.  As travel increased, the greater 
became the need for good roads, which in 
mediaeval times were maintained by private 
benevolence, by religious houses and by 
landowners.  The Common Law obligation was 
that each and every parish should keep in repair 
the roads within its particular limits.  The 
injustice of requiring residents to do statute 
labour on roads, or pay for labour thereon, less in 
the interests of themselves than in that of 
strangers who were using the roads, became 
evident.  The adoption of a Turnpike System 
became general about 1767, when such roads 
were maintained by tol ls.  The principle of the 
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Turnpike system was that of transferring the cost of 
repairing main roads from the parish to the users. 

The Romans supplemented their road transport 
by use of rivers and canals, e.g., Fossdyke, a canal 
between the Trent and the Witham, and many 
centuries after their departure river improvements 
were effected to supplement defective roads and to 
aid industries.  River transport however was not 
without its difficulties, arising from floods or 
droughts and shallows.  Canals were constructed, 
mainly between the years 1780—1790, as a result 
of a series of Acts passed in the reign of George III. 

Immediately the cost of transport was reduced by 
the canals to about one-fourth of the previous cost 
by pack horse or road wagon.  In "Williamson's 
Liverpool Advertiser" of August 8th, 1777, the 
following cost of goods transported per ton is 
given:— 

          Per ton. 
   By road. By water. 

Liverpool & B'ham ... £5 £1    5   0 
Manchester & B'ham. £4 £1  10   0 

The success of the canals was phenomenal.  
Birmingham was enabled to send its guns, nails, 
hardware and other heavy manufactures at a 
considerable saving.  Moreover, Birmingham and 
the Black Country districts obtained their raw 
materials more cheaply than had formerly been the 
case, and secured much better facilities for 
distribution at a considerable saving.  Ores from 
the north were brought at less expense to mix with 
those of Staffordshire, and the iron masters were 
enabled to compete on better terms with foreign 
producers.  Birmingham and Fazeley Canal shares 
were selling at £1170 per £10 share, and many of 
these local waterways paid dividends of 200 per 
cent.  Trade was improved in Birmingham by the 
cutting of two canals, one joining- the Stourbridge 
Navigation in Kingswinford, the other joining the 
Dudley Canal to the Worcester Canal at Selly Oak.  
The trades mainly affected were coal and iron.  
Both these canals were cut between the years 1780 
and 1790. 

The water to fill the canals at Selly Oak was 
taken from the brooks that ran from the Clent and 
Lickey Hills.  This caused much inconvenience to 
the water mills fed by these brooks, among which 
were the mills at Harborne, Bournbrook, Spurriers, 
Pebble Mill and others.  The Canal Company was 

therefore compelled to build the Harborne 
reservoir to feed the brooks and so keep up the 
necessary head of water required by the mills 
further down the streams, whose waters they had 
impounded. 

Contemporaneously with the Canal period in 
England came the Industrial Revolution which was 
to place this Country—hitherto backward in the 
development of its industries—at the head of 
manufacturing nations.  Canals became inadequate 
to meet the ever expanding- requirements of trade 
and transport, and their decline was precipitated by 
the number of locks required to overcome steep 
inclines. 

The canal period was followed by the railway 
boom. 

The early history of the Railways is the early 
history of the coal trade.  Between 1801 and 1825 
no fewer than 29 "iron railways" were opened or 
were under construction in various parts of Britain.  
The coming of the railways caused a good deal of 
alarm.  Opponents of the scheme predicted the ruin 
of the inn-keepers; protested against the drivers of 
pack horses being- deprived of their sustenance; 
prophesied a diminution in the breeding of draught 
horses.  Periodicals of the day referred to the 
railway scheme as a “new fangled absurdity " and 
denounced it as destructive.  In short, the 
promoters were looked upon as visionaries, if not 
as cranks, whose impracticable proposals were not 
deserving- of serious consideration.  The scheme 
was opposed by every Canal and Navigation 
Company.  How the railway directors sought to 
solve the problem of motive power by offering 
£500 for a locomotive power that would fulfill 
certain conditions: how George Stephenson won 
the prize with his "Rocket" and how the "Rocket 
"with a gross load of 17 tons attained a speed of 29 
miles an hour—are facts generally known.  Among 
the first of these railways to affect Birmingham 
were the London and Birmingham line to Curzon 
Street and the one from Barnt Green to 
Cheltenham, the opening- of the latter according- to 
Showell's Directory of Birmingham taking- place on 
1st July, 1840.  Coaches ran to Barnt Green to meet 
trains until 15th December, 1840 when the line was 
opened to Camp Hill.  Another line known as the 
Birmingham West Suburban Railway  (according- 
to Stretton) was opened from Granville Street 
Station to King-'s Norton, on 3rd April, 1876.  This 
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line was eventually bought by the Midland 
Railway, who made it part of their express main 
line to Bristol, diverting it from Granville Street 
through Five Ways to New Street about 1885. 
The demolition within the past year or two of the 
old railway bridge removes from Selly Oak one 
of the last reminders of its original railway. 

Trains. 
Tramway history in Birmingham commenced in 

the years 1873-5, when horse-drawn vehicles 
were first brought into use on the Handsworth and 
Bristol Road routes, the former soon afterwards 
being converted to the cable system.  The policy 
of the Corporation was to lay down tramways in 
the streets themselves, and afterwards to lease  
the lines to operating companies.  The bulk of 
these leases expired on 31st December, 1906, and 
the new services of electric cars commenced at 
5.30 o'clock on the morning of 1st January, 1907.  
The Bristol Road tramway to Selly Oak and 
Cotteridge was taken over in 1911, when the City 
boundary was extended to include—among 
others—the Urban District of King's Norton and 
Northfield.  On January 1st, 1912—a few weeks 
after the City extension—the old tramway 
company, which owned the operating rights in 
this area, was bought out.  The trams ran 
originally to Dawlish Road (where there was a 
Tramway Depot) and later to a point near Chapel 
Lane, Selly Oak. 

The Bristol Road, tramway service, however, 
was supplemented, from Selly Oak to Rednal, by 
the introduction of Motor Omnibuses in July, 
1913, when ten vehicles were placed in service. 

With the development of urban and rural areas, 
important extensions on the "separate track" 
tramway system have been made.  Perhaps the 
most important of these is the Bristol Road 
Extension from Selly Oak to Rednal, which took 
place on 14th. April, 1924.  This route to the 
popular "Lickey Hills" is regarded as one of the 
most up-to-date tramways on sleeper track 
construction.  It is laid upon a road which is 
probably one of the finest in Great Britain. 

Industr ies. 
Reference has already been made to the growth 

of population in Selly Oak which increased from 

less than 800 in 1850 to 28,548 in 1931.  It will 
be worth while examining the industries which 
enabled this great increase in population to be 
supported.  In the days when Selly Oak was a 
mere hamlet, the place owed its importance to a 
large extent to the fact that it was situated at the 
junction of the Netherton and Worcester canals, 
before the time of the railways.  Lime was burnt 
at Selly Oak, the coal and limestone being- 
brought by canal.  For lime and coal, the 
wharfmen had a market which included all the 
farms to the right of the Bristol Road almost as 
far as Bromsgrove.  Naturally many other 
commodities  besides  these  were marketed at the 
same time.   Attention might here be drawn to the 
lot of the barge-men, which is much lighter in 
these days of steam tugs than it was in the times 
of horse-drawn boats.  The boatmen had to propel 
the boats through the tunnels by the old process 
known as "legging it."  The boatman lay on his 
back on the highest part of the boat and with his 
feet and legs pushed against wooden bars which 
were fixed at intervals in the top of the tunnel.  
The boatmen were absolutely exhausted at the 
end of the task and were so cramped from lying. 
in one position that it was some time before they 
could move about freely. 

Mention has already been made of very old 
industries in the district, viz,, Spurriers Silver 
Rolling Mills, and Millington's Steel Rolling 
Mills at Harborne.  "Millington" Steel is still a 
well-known brand of steel in Birmingham.  
Another industry which found a home in Selly 
Oak in those early years was carried on at 
Sturge's Chemical Works, commonly called "The 
Soap Factory."  This factory was devoted chiefly 
to the manufacture of Citric Acid.  These works 
were taken over and extended by Messrs.  Elliott, 
who started the manufacture of copper sheathing  
for vessels (for which their patent was obtained in 
1871), and also laid down a mill for drawing wire 
for the Atlantic cable.  The following brief history 
and description of the various methods of 
manufacture at the works of Messrs. Elliott's  
Metal Co. is extracted from a rochure issued by 
the firm many years ago: 

"The present works were started at Sel l y 
Oak i n the year 1863, on the bank of  the 
Bi rmi ngham and Worcester canal , many 
years bef ore the sect i on of  the M i dl and  



 17

Railway which now runs past the works was 
opened and when the village of Selly Oak 
consisted of only one or two cottages; indeed, 
accommodation had to be specially provided for 
the firm's workpeople. 

"In the year 1866 the business of Charles 
Green—the original patentee and inventor of 
Solid-drawn Tubes—was bought and 
amalgamated, with the Company's business." 

On the subject of Refinery, the booklet gives the 
following notes: " For making copper tubes, the 
very best material is carefully selected on 
chemical tests, and is refined in a furnace whence 
it is laded into the moulds, the solid cylinder thus 
obtained ensuring a sound casting free from any 
of the defects on the inside or outside to which 
tubes made by other processes are so liable.  The 
cylinders so obtained are again submitted to the 
closest examination, and then if satisfactory are 
subjected to other processes of elongation, boring, 
turning, etc., until they are ready to be drawn into 
the finished tube." 

An illustration in the brochure shows the 
process of drawing both brass and copper.  The 
report proceeds—" The Metal of which the brass 
tubes are cast is also the subject of the most 
careful selection, and the castings are, submitted 
to a searching examination.  After being finished 
on the benches, a further series of tests by internal 
pressure, bulging, flattening, etc., is carried out 
…"  An illustration of the Copper Mill is given 
and mention is made of the introduction of a 
special expert staff who were employed in 
constantly testing these plates. 

"The Yellow Metal Mill" is devoted to metal 
sheets, sheathing, and circles.  The output of 
Yellow Metal from the Selly Oak works is the 
largest of any makers in Europe or America, and 
the Company's brand commands the highest price 
in the market. 

"Brass and Copper Wire for every kind of 
purpose, from Pin and Shoe-Rivet making to 
Electrical Cables, are turned out in large 
quantities.  Copper and Brass sheets and strip for 
Engineers, Coppersmiths, Stampers and Spinners, 
are sent out from Selly Oak to all parts of the 
world. 

"The Company was the first to introduce 
Aluminium Bronze for Propeller Shafts, etc., and 
this metal is now being used by the Admiralty on 
account of its non-corrosive qualities and high 

tensile strength.  The Company are in a 
particularly advantageous position for the 
production of this and similar metals, which 
require a very high class form of copper for the 
alloy, as they possess, in South Wales, the 
Pembrey Copper "Works, where more than 100 
tons of Electro Deposited Copper are refined 
weekly. 

"The whole of the processes of Copper 
smelting, refining and manufacturing may be 
seen, from the raw Ores as taken from the 
importing vessels alongside the Company's works 
at Barry Port, to finished wire, tubes, etc., as sent 
out from Selly Oak. 

"Our works at Selly Oak cover upwards of 10 
acres of ground, those at Pembrey 20 acres." Mr. 
Elliott imported a number of men, skilled in the 
copper industry, from South Wales, and from 
Keynsham, near Bristol, to run the new mills.  
Among these men were Mr. Goode, Mr, 
Thompson, Mr. Tickle, Mr. Bush, Mr. Bryant, 
Mr. Wilson, and many others whose names are 
now household words among old Selly Oak 
residents.  In connection with Messrs. Elliott's 
works, one cannot help recalling that grand old 
man, Mr. Joseph Smith, the Manager, who was 
loved and respected by all his workpeople and by 
all who knew him.  An old custom at Elliott's 
works was to fire a gun at 8 o'clock on Saturday 
night to intimate to Mr. Elliott, who lived at the 
top of Griffins Hill, that all was well.  Another 
industry which started at this time was that of 
Nail making, and the old Nail works, with its 
curiously bent stack was at the end of Elliott's 
works facing the canal.  After some time these 
works were taken over and Hudson's Weldless 
Steel Tubes were made there at a time which 
coincided with the beginning of the Cycle boom.  
Another very old industry carried on at Selly Oak 
was that of paint making, the Water-mill at the 
back of the Bournbrook Hotel being used for this 
purpose. 

The Birmingham Battery Co., transferred its 
extensive works from Digbeth to Selly Oak about 
1876. 

In the Diary published by the firm, the 
following interesting account of its history is 
given:— 

"Nearl y a century ago the founder of  the 
f i rm establ i shed in Digbeth, Bi rmingham, a 
business for the manufacture of  Brass Pans, 
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which were raised from the flat sheet by what was 
termed a 'Battery ' of Tilt hammers.  The process 
was called the Battery process, and the pans were 
spoken of as ' Battery ' or Battery Pans. 

"The hammers were driven by wheels which 
contained wooden cogs; the heavier hammers 
being- used for shaping, and the lighter ones for 
finishing.  The pans ranged from a few inches to 
several feet in diameter, and varied in depth.  The 
hammers were originally driven by water power 
and varied in weight.  The light hammers would 
give upwards of 200 blows per minute. 

"The introduction of stamped and spun pan, 
which could be produced more cheaply, caused 
the gradual decline of the demand for the 
hammered pan, and about the year 1885, the trade 
in the latter article was discontinued by the 
Company. 

"The Company by this time possessed well 
equipped Rolling and Tube Mills, both at Digbeth 
and at Selly Oak, and the name was so well and 
favourably known in connection with the 
manufacture of Brass and Copper Tubes, Sheets, 
etc., that it was decided to retain the word ' 
Battery' in the title of the Firm." 

It is interesting to note that the extension of the  
Battery works closed a half-constructed road in  
which was Mr. Cole's blacksmith's shop, which 
would have joined the High Street at the canal 
bridge with what is now Gibbins Road.  Gibbins 
Road was so named to commemorate the 
generous gift of the Park, by the late Mr. Thomas 
Gibbins, to the then Urban District Council.  The 
lay-out (also borne by Messrs. Gibbins) was 
completed and the Park officially handed over to 
the Council in 1899; since that date, a further gift 
of land by the Firm has enabled the Park to be 
extended to the canal, and the additional entrance 
on the Harborne side has added greatly to its 
value as an open space.  Another Firm which left 
Birmingham and came to Selly Oak was the 
Patent Enamel Co.  The extensive works of this 
Company were in Bradford Street, and the 
proprietors were Mr. B. Walters, Mr. W. Walters, 
and Mr. C. Walters, to whom Selly Oak Church 
and Schools are indebted for many munificent 
gifts. 

Many well known Birmingham manufacturers 
lived in Selly Oak whose works were in 
Birmingham.  Among these may be mentioned 
the Elkingtons, whose Silver works are in 
Newhall Street, the Gillotts, the famous pen-
makers, and the Wiggins, whose Nickel works arc 
renowned. 

An old industry carried on by the side of the 
Netherton canal was that of tanning.  This tannery 
was owned and worked by Mr. Judge and his 
sons, who lived in the Heeley Road.  The factory 
afterwards became a bedstead works.  About 
1889 the old Kirby's Pools had been drained and 
filled in to provide sites for factories, and one of 
the first factories to be built on this site was the 
Cycle Components Co.  The New Hudson Cycle 
Co. also had works there, and in later times 
Wards Engineering works and Westley Richards 
Gun works were established, while the Ariel 
Motor and Cycle works were extensions to the 
Cycle Components, Clarkes' Climax Cycle Co. 
also opened a factory well known to Selly Oak 
people.  Another early cycle manufacturer was 
Mr. McClelland, who invented an "ordinary" high 
bicycle with the small wheel in front, instead of at 
the back as was usually the case.  Mr. McCelland 
used to ride this bicycle down the High Street 
past the bridge, leaning back slightly so that the 
small wheel in front was lifted off the ground and 
the journey down the hill was made on one wheel 
only. 

Other works in Selly Oak included a Jam 
Factory, Steam Laundry, and a Golf Ball Factory.  
The Garden Factory of Messrs. Cadbury Bros. at 
Bournville, can scarcely be included in a list of 
Selly Oak industries, but it has provided work for 
thousands of Selly Oak people. 

It may be interesting to many to trace the origin 
of the word "Bournville," an explanation of which 
was given in the October, 1921, issue of  the 
Bournville Works Magazine as follows:  In 1879 
Cadbury Brothers decided to build new Works in 
the country, as their trade had outgrown the 
capacity of their works in Bridge Street, 
Birmingham.  A piece of land was acquired 
adjoining Stirchley Station on the newly opened 
West Suburban line, which ran from King-'s Norton 
to Granville Street terminus.  The land was 
bounded on the south by Stirchley Lane (locally known 



 19

as Strutley Lane), on the east by the West 
Suburban Railway, on the north by the Bourn 
Brook, and on the west by what is now the 
Birdcage Walk.  At that time French chocolates 
were the vogue, and English chocolates were  
considered of inferior quality.  In order to give the 
new factory a French sounding name, the word 
Bournville was coined—the "ville" on the 
"Bourn," and this, with the high quality of the 
chocolate made, undoubtedly helped to  establish  
English chocolates on the market. 

In these more modern, times, Selly Oak has 
become world famous in quite an unexpected 
way.  Through the munificence of the Cadbury 
family, together with the help of various 
Religious and Social Organisations, a group of 
Colleges has sprung up in the district.  This 
consists of Theological Colleges, Training 
Colleges for Missionaries, and a group of centres 
of sociological study at Woodbrooke, Kingsmead, 
Westhill, Fircroft, and Carey Hall.  The students 
of these Colleges are drawn from all parts of the 
world.  In addition to these "Selly Oak Colleges, 
"the College of the Ascension was opened by the 
Society for the Propagation of the Gospel in 1930 
and was formally opened by Princess Mary in 
October, 1930. 

The great educational centre of Birmingham—
the University—is situated in Bournbrook, which 
was formerly a part of Selly Oak. 

The Middlemore Emigration Homes, founded 
by John Middlemore in the year 1872 for the 
purpose of settling Birmingham children in the 
Dominions Overseas, has found a new home in 
Selly Oak, the old accommodation in St. Luke's 
Road having been found to be inadequate and 
unsuitable.  New buildings were, therefore, 
erected in Weoley Park Road in 1928. 

Since 1872 a total of 6,729 children have been 
received into the Homes, of whom 5,412 
emigrated mainly to Canada and Australia. 

Another beneficent work of which not only 
Selly Oak but all the citizens of Birmingham are 
justly proud is that of the Selly Oak Hospital and 
Infirmary, formerly Poor Law Institutions, lying a 
short distance south of the Bristol Road.  The 
following details are given from Kelly's 
Directory: The Hospital is now a General 

Municipal Hospital, containing 500 beds, and is 
divided into general medical, general surgical, 
ear, nose and throat, accident, gynæcological, 
urological, obstetrical and children's sections; 
there are completely equipped pathological and 
biochemical laboratories and X-Ray, electro 
theurapeutic, massage, ultra-violet ray and 
electro-cardiographic departments.  The Hospital 
is a training School for Nurses, recognised by the 
General Nursing Council.  The Infirmary 
adjoining, is a Municipal Hospital for chronic 
diseases, exclusive of tuberculosis, and has 667 
beds. 

The Roman Catholic convent of the Sisters of 
Charity of St. Paul is in the Selly Park Road.  The 
Roman Catholic Church, in Raddle Barn Road, 
dedicated to S. Edward the Confessor, is a 
structure of red brick in the early Decorated style, 
consisting of nave of five bays with aisles.  A 
new sanctuary was added in 1926. 

There are also Wesleyan and Primitive 
Methodist  Chapels, a Friends' Meeting House 
and other Non-conformist places of worship.  The 
Selly Oak Working Men's Club, in Elliott Road, 
erected by voluntary subscription, contains a 
large hall for lectures and entertainments.  Evans'’  
Cottage Homes, Bristol Road, form a well 
arranged group of buildings, consisting of nine 
dwellings; they were built in 1868 by Alfred 
Smith Evans, Esq., and endowed by him for the 
support of ladies of reduced means. 

Religious, Educational, and Social. 
It is of interest to recall the circumstances under 

which the first place of worship in Selly Oak 
came to be erected. 

In January, 1829, Charles Bridgwater came to 
Selly Oak (with his wife, Sarah) to take up duties 
as Inspector of Tolls at the Selly Oak Locks of the 
Netherton and Birmingham Canal Navigation, in 
whose employ Mr. Bridgwater spent practically his 
whole life.  At this date, there was a good deal of 
traffic on the canals, as most of the goods were 
carried on them from town to town, when keel 
bottom boats known as "Fly Boats" were in use for 
quicker service.  It was the practice for five or six 
families, including Mr. And Mrs. Bridgwater, to 
meet together every Sunday for religious purposes, 
and at one of these gathering's it was decided to 
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commence a "Cause" by holding preaching 
services in a cottage.  The cottage chosen for this 
purpose was the first of a group of four houses 
adjoining the garden of "Selly Oak Cottage" at 
the corner of Oak Tree Lane and Raddle Barn 
Road, then known as Gipsy Lane, and the 
services there resulted in the building of a little 
Country Chapel. 

This building, which included a house for the 
use of the Minister (Mr. Frith), stood on the site 
of the present Wesleyan Chapel on the Bristol 
Road, at the entrance of the Dingle, and was 
opened in  September, 1835.  The Chapel was 
erected by public subscription, to which Mr. and 
Mrs. Bridgwater contributed £50.  The balance 
was raised by private loans of £50, each bearing 
interest  (of which Mr. and Mrs. Bridgwater took 
one loan).  These were taken up by various 
residents.  The Chapel was duly completed and 
handed over to the Wesleyan Methodist 
Association, a body which differed only from the 

Wesleyan Methodists in matters, of Church 
management, more power being- conferred on the 
Trustees. 

In 1856, a change took place, which resulted in 
a fusion of the Methodist Association with the 
Wesleyan Reformers when most Chapels were 
absorbed into a body known as the United 
Methodists.  The Trustees of the Selly Oak 
Chapel decided, however, that the building- 
should go to the original Wesleyan Methodists.  
A Sunday School had been started for children 
and the older people of the district, prior to the 
opening- of the Chapel, and, apart from Religious 
Instruction, reading- and writing- were also 
taught. 

In 1877 the existing- Chapel was built to 
replace the original one, and at a later date 
additions and alterations were carried out, when 
the building- was brought forward to its present 
frontage. 

 
The first Wesleyan Chapel, Bristol Road, Selly Oak, opened in 1835. 

(The Minister's House is shown to the right of the picture.) 
(from a painting) 
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    Mr George Richard Elkington          Mr Joseph Frederick Ledsam. 

The Par ish Church of St. Mary and Schools 

 

THE first records which can be traced relating 
to the Parish Church of St. Mary, are contained in 
a Circular issued in August, 1857, in which 
subscriptions were requested towards the building 
of a new Church and Schools at Selly Oak. 

Land had been given by Mr. Ledsam, and 
subscriptions promised.  Seven of these were of 
£100 and more, viz.:— 

J.F Ledsham, Esq. … £1,000 
Joseph Stock, Esq. … £   500 
G.R. Elkington, Esq. … £   500 

Rev. H. Clarke  ... … £  100 
Mrs. Johnstone  ... … £  100 
W. Middlemore, Esc ... £  100 
Mrs. Ryland  ... … £  100 

In all, £2,846 was contributed by individuals.  
Subscriptions from Societies amounted to £700, 
and for the Schools a grant from the Privy 
Council  was made amounting to £606 10s. O 
d.  The total cost of the buildings was £11,253 
18s. 7d.  With this the Church, Schools, and 
Parsonage were bui l t, and an endowment was 

 

 

TO  THE  GLORY  OF  GOD. 
 This Church was built mainly through This Church was built mainly through the munificence of Joseph 
Fredelick Ledsam and George Richards Elkington, to whose memory this Tablet bears grateful record.  Easter, 
A.D. 1866. 

“Lord  I  have  loved  the  habitation  of  Thy  House,  and  the  place  where  Thine  honour  dwelleth.”  

THE  FOUNDERS  OF  ST.  MARY’S 
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also provided by the purchase of such tithes from 
the Mother Church at Northfield as were paid by 
the inhabitants of the new parish of Selly Oak. 

With the exception of a gift towards the 
Parsonage, the balance of money required was 
provided in equal proportions by those two large 
minded benefactors, Mr. Joseph Frederick 
Ledsam and Mr. George Richards Elkington, to 
whose memory the tablet in the Church bears 
grateful record. 

The first stone was laid on July 12th, 1860, by 
Mr. Ledsam, whose life was spared only for a few 
months after his charitable design had been 
fulfilled by the Consecration of the Church. 

The Consecration, by Bishop Philpott, took 
place on September 12th, 1861.  On the following 
Sunday, in the evening, the Rev. H. Clarke, 
Rector of Northfield, commended the new 
Minister (the Rev. Thomas Price) to the prayers 
of his people, and that revered priest took up what 
was to be his life's work. 

Selly Oak as a Par ish—Order  in 
Council. 

In the "London Gazette," under date 10th June, 
1862, appears the following: 

"At the Court at Windsor held on the 7th day 
of June, 1862. 

    Present: 
The Queen's Most Excellent Majesty in 

Council. 

Her Majesty was pleased by and with the 
advice of Her Privy Council to approve of 
assignment of a district chapelry to the 
consecrated Church of Saint Mary, situate at 
Selly Oak, in the parish of Northfield, in the 
County of Worcester.  The Church is hereby 
licenced for the publication of banns, and the 
solemnization of marriages, baptisms, 
churchings, and burials." 

In the same Order in Council, the parish 
boundary is set out as follows:— 

Par ish Boundary—Order  in Council. 
"All that part of the parish of Northfield, in 

the County of Worcester, and in the diocese of 
Worcester, wherein the present incumbent of 

such parish now possesses the exclusive cure 
of souls, which is situate to the north-east of 
an imaginary line commencing upon the 
boundary dividing the said parish of 
Northfield from the parish of Harborne, in the 
county of Stafford, and in the diocese of 
Lichfield, at a point in the middle of the road 
leading from Hart’s Green, past Shenley Field 
Farm, to the Birmingham and Brornsgrove 
Turnpike-road; and extending thence, in a 
direction generally south-ward, along the 
middle of the said road leading from Hary’s 
Green aforesaid to a point in the middle of the 
said Turnpike-road  near to White-hill; and 
extending thence north-eastward, along the 
middle of the same Turnpike-road for a 
distance of five hundred and twenty-eight 
yards, or thereabouts, to a point opposite to 
the middle of the northern end of Hole Lane; 
and extending thence, south-eastward, to and 
along the middle of such lane as far as a point 
opposite to the middle of the last named lane; 
and then generally north-eastward, along the 
middle of the same lane, to the boundary 
dividing the said parish of Northfield, from 
the parish of King’s Norton, in the county and 
diocese of Worcester aforesaid at a point in 
the middle of Gallows Brook." 

Bishops of the Diocese consecration of 
St. Mary's  
1861. Henry Philpott, D.D. 

Bishop of Worcester. 

1891. John James Stewart Perowne."  
Bishop of Worcester. 

1902. Charles Gore, D.D., D.C.L . 
(Translated to the New Bishopric of 
Birmingham. 1905.) 

1911. Henry Russell Wakefield. 

1925. Ernest William Bames, M.A.. F.R.S., 
D.D. 

Present Patrons of the L iving of 
St. Mary's. 

The Bishop of Birmingham. 
Mr. Herbert F. Elkington. 
  ,,   Joseph James. 
  ,,   H. Ledsam. 
  ,,   Stephen  Price. 
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Former Vicars of Selly Oak. 
A list of all Incumbents is set out below: 

1862—1887.  Rev. Thomas Price. 
Magdalen Hall, Oxford; B.A., 1847; M.A., 
1860; Deacon, 1848; Priest, 1849; Vicar of 
Selly. Oak, 1862—1887; Vicar of Claverdon 
with Norton Lindsey, 1887—94. 
Died, 1894. 

 *  *  *  * 
Hubert Road School built.  
Selly Hill parish separated. 

1887—1894.  Rev. Clement Pr ice. 
Worcester College, Oxford; B.A., 1881; 
M.A.,1884; Deacon, 1881; Priest, 1882; Curate 
of St. Peter's Droitwich, 1881—87;  Chaplain to 
Droitwich Union, 1882—87; Vicar of Selly 
Oak, 1887—94; Vicar of Claverdon with 
Norton Lindsey, 1894—1902; Vicar of 
Dodderhill, Droitwich, 1902—16;  Rector of St. 
Helen with St. Alban's and St.  Michael,  
Worcester, 1916—23;  Rural Dean of Worcester 
Inner, 1921—23;  Proctor,  Convocation, 
Worcester, 1921—22;  Examining- Chaplain to 
Bishop of Worcester,  1909—30; Honorary 
Canon of Worcester from 1911. 

 *  *  *  * 
St. Wulstan's temporary Church dedicated. 

1894—1900.  Rev. Edward John Bartleet. 
Hertford College, Oxford; B.A., 1888; M.A., 
1889; Deacon, 1888; Priest, 1889; Curate of 
St. George's, Kidderminster, 1888—91; 
Weston-super-Mare, 1891—94; Vicar of Selly 
Oak and Chaplain to King's Norton Union and 
Selly Oak Cemetery, 1894—1900; Vicar of 
Hartley-Wintney, 1900—17;  Rector of 
Quedgeley, 1917—25.  Died, 1933. 

 *  *  *  * 
Dawlish Road School built.  Boys' School site 
purchased. 

1900—1903.  Rev. Clement Réné Sharpe. 
Keble College, Oxford; B.A., 1875; M.A., 
1878; Deacon, 1877; Priest, 1878; Curate of 
Monks-Risborough (Berks), 1877—79; Curate 
of Bedington, 1879—91; Curate of Holy 
Trinity, Ryde, I.W., 1891—92;  Vicar of 
Hartley-Wintney (Hants.), 1892—1900; Vicar 
of Selly Oak, 1900—03; Vicar  of Holy 
Trinity, Bromley Common (Kent), 1903—05.  
Died September 26th, 1905. 

 *  *  *  * 
Organ enlarged and restored. 

1903—1909.  Rev. Lawrence Banks Sladen. 
Pembroke College, Oxford; B.A., 1889; 
M.A.,1892; Deacon, 1893; Priest, 1894; Curate 
of Clapham, 1893—99;  Acting Chaplain 
Guy's  Hospital, 1899—1902; Vicar of Selly 
Oak 1903—09; Chaplain of King-'s Norton 
Workhouse and Lodge Hill Cemetery, 1903—
09;  Vicar of Kidderminster from 1909; 
Chaplain of Kidderminster Workhouse from 
1909;  Rural Dean of Kidderminster and 
Surrogate from 1910; Hon. Canon of 
Worcester from 1915;  Proctor Convocation, 
Worcester, from 1919. 

 *  *  *  * 
Seats in Church free. 
St. Wulstan's Church built. 
People's Hall commenced. 
Voluntary Offering Scheme adopted. 

1909—1915.  Rev. E. A. Haviland. 
King's College, Cambridge; B.A.„  1896; M.A., 
1901;  Wells Theological College, 1898;  
Deacon, 1899;  Priest, 1900; Curate of St. Hilda, 
Darlington, 1899—1903; Curate of Selly Oak, 
1904—1909; Vicar of Selly Oak and Chaplain 
of Selly Oak Workhouse, 1909—15; 
Archdeacon of Kimberley, 1915—22; Rector of 
Brightling, 1922—31; Rector of Heene, Diocese 
of Chichester from 1931;  Proctor of 
Convocation of Chichester  from 1929. 

 *  *  *  * 
People's Hall built. 
Bournbrook parish separated. 
People and Incumbent elect both Wardens. 

1915—1920.  Rev. Kenneth Donald Mackenzie. 
Hertford College, Oxford; B.A., 1899; 
M.A.., 1902; Wells Theological College, 
1900; Deacon, 1901; Priest, 1902; Curate of 
All H.E. India Docks, London, 1901—03;  
Curate of St. John the Evangelist, Upper 
Norwood, 1903—05; Fellow, Dean and 
Chaplain  of  Pembroke  College, Oxford, 
1905—10; Examining Chaplain to Bishop of 
Oxford, 1.909—II;  Curate of  St.  Mary,  
Magdalene,  Paddington, 1910—15; Vicar of 
Selly Oak, 1915—20; Chaplain of Selly Oak 
Union Infirmary, 1915—19; Vicar of St. 
John the Divine, Richmond, Surrey, 1919—
22; Secretary, Anglo Catholic Congress for 
Southern England and Public Preacher of the 
Diocese of Southwark, 1923—25;  
Secretary, Home Association, Anglo Catholic 
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Rev. C. R. Sharpe. 

 
Rev. E. J. Bartleet 

 

 

 

 

 
Rev. Thomas Pr ice. 

 

Rev. Clement Pr ice. 

 

Rev. K. D. Mackenzie. 

 

Rev. T Brannker. 
 

Rev. H. J. Raymer 

 
 

Rev. L. B. Sladen. Rev. E. A. Haviland. 
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Congress from 1925; Licenced Preacher of 
Diocese of Chichester from 1928. 

 *  *  *  * 
Side Chapel constructed. 
Bournville parish separated. 

1920—1926.  Rev. Thomas Brancker. 
University College, Oxford; B.A., 1900; 
Cuddesdon College, 1900; Deacon, 1901; 
Priest,  1902;  Curate of St. Matthew's, 
Newcastle-on-Tyne, 1901—05; Curate of St. 
Saviour's, Saltley, 1905—12; Curate of 
Caversham, 1912—17; Temporary Chaplain to 
the Forces, 1917—18; Curate of Liverpool 
Parish Church, 1918—20; Vicar of Selly Oak, 
1920—26; Vicar of Tue Brook, Liverpool, from 
1926. 

 *  *  *  * 
Church Fabric and Steeple restored at a cost 
exceeding £2,000. 
Rood beam added. 
Electric Light installed in Church and 
Vicarage. 

1926—1930.  Rev. Herbert James Raymer. 
University of Cambridge; B.A., 1898; M.A., 
1902; Deacon, 1898; Priest, 1899; Curate of 
South Ossett, 1898—1900; Curate of St. 
Cyprian, Durban, 1900—01; Acting Chaplain to 
the Forces in South Africa, 1901—02; Curate of 
All Souls', Leeds, 1902—03; Organising 
Secretary, Society for the Propagation of the 
Gospel, Dioceses of Ripon and Wakefield, 
1903—08; Rector of St. Andrew's, Pittsworth, 
Queensland, 1908—10;  Chaplain of All Saints, 
Kobe, 1911—15; Vicar of Skelmanthorpe, 
1916—19; Vicar of St. George,  Ovenden, 
Halifax, 1919—26; Vicar of Selly Oak, 1926—
30; Sub-Dean of Christ Church Cathedral, 
Nelson, New Zealand, from 1930. 

 *  *  *  * 
Organ controls renewed. 
Vicarage land acquired. 
Curate's house purchased and freehold of land 
given by Mr. Ledsam. 

Present Clergy. 
VICAR. 
1930— Rev. Reginald Pember ton Steer. 

Magdalen College, Oxford; B.A., 1906; M.A., 
1912; Cuddesdon College, 1909; Deacon, 1910;  
Priest, 1911; Curate of St. Matthew's, Bethnal 
Green, 1910; Curate of All Saints. 

Southarnpton. 1910—14; Vicar of Tidenham 
and Beachley, 1914—30; Rural Dean of South 
Forest, 1927—30; Vicar of Selly Oak from 
1930; Rural Dean of King's Norton, 1933. 

CURATE. 
Rev. R. Cooling. 

St. Boniface College, Warminster, 1928; 
Deacon, 1931; Priest, 1933. 

The Church of St. Mary is a building in the 
Decorated Style  (14th century style) consisting 
of Chancel, Nave, Transepts, and a Tower with 
spire containing eight bells, recast in 1932, and a 
clock and chimes placed in 1887 by the family of 
the late B. Walters, Esq., of the Langleys, Selly 
Oak.  Ten of the windows, two of which 
commemorate the founders, are stained; there are 
617 sittings, all of which are free. 

The architect was Mr. Edward Holmes. 

Since the erection of St. Mary's Church, the 
parish has grown with great rapidity from a 
village to an important manufacturing district.  
The Church of St. Stephen's, Selly Hill, was 
consecrated in 1871 and became a separate parish 
in 1892.  In 1893 Bournbrook had its first 
Mission Room of St. Wulstan, and became a 
separate parish in 1911.  By 1913, Bournville had 
its Church Hall in which services were held until 
1925, and the parish of St. Francis of Assisi, 
Bournville, was created by Order in Council in 
1926.  Soon we are to witness a further separation 
from the Church of St. Mary in the newly created 
area of Weoley Castle, which is to have its own 
Church. 

It is perhaps of more than passing significance 
that the original appeal for funds was for St. Mary's 
Church and School buildings.  The Church's 
interest was educational as well as ecclesiastical; it 
recognised the need for education and provided for 
it in Selly Oak nearly ten years before Parliament 
passed the Act of 1870, when elementary 
education for all children became compulsory. 

One of the great achievements to which the 
Church can point to-day, is the way in which it met 
the early educational needs of the parishioners and 
their families.   Succeeding generations of old 
scholars of St. Mary's Schools have paid generous 
tribute to the value of their early educational 
training.  The Church consol idated various 
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organisations and took a large share in providing 
for the educational, recreational and social needs 
of the people besides caring for their spiritual 
needs. 

It would be impossible, within  the compass of 
this small booklet, to pay individual tribute to 
succeeding Vicars and Clergy who have laboured 
with such zeal and earnestness for the well being 
of the parish.  But it would be fitting that we 
should give thanks for those who built our Church 
to His glory; for those who have preserved for us 
our heritage; and for all those faithful Clergy and 
Laity who have toiled in its service. 

It is also fitting that tribute should be made to 
all leaders, teachers, and workers associated with 
other religious organisations, who have done so 
much to further Christian work in Selly Oak, and 
it is regretted that more particular reference to 
them cannot here be made. 

Our  first Vicar . 
A great tradi tion for service at Sel ly Oak 

was f i rmly establ ished by the f i rst Vicar, the 
Rev. Thomas Pri ce (1862—1887), who was 

held by those who were privileged to know him, 
in the most affectionate remembrance.  Educated 
at King- Edward's School and later at Oxford, he 
has been referred to as "an old High Churchman, 
high and probably dry, learned though simple, 
sincere and truthful, and possessed with a burning 
faith and full of the pastoral spirit."  Succeeding 
Vicars have paid tribute to his ministry, and to his 
devoted service in all that made for the well being 
of the parish.  A past Vicar has •written of him: " 
I am continually being astonished to find what a 
tremendous impression he made on the parish and 
how green his memory still remains.  He must 
have been a truly great man." 

Perhaps the climax—so far as the village was 
concerned—to the notable ministry of Mr. Price 
came on the 25th anniversary of the Dedication of 
the Church, and of his work in the parish, when 
an opportunity was taken by the parishioners to 
present to him an il luminated address 
(designed by the Schoolmaster, Mr. Wil l iam 
Humphreys) and a purse of 100 guineas.  The 
scene was a memorable one in the history of the 

 
Rev. R. Cooling 
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parish.  The presentation took place at the 
Schools, which, however, were not sufficiently 
large to accommodate the large number of people 
who had crowded to witness the presentation.  A 
parish meeting was therefore held in the 
playground, when the gifts, which included a 
hand some silver tea service for Mrs. Price, were 
presented by Mr. Harry W. Elliott.  The 
proceedings terminated by rockets being let off in 
the playground and a peal being rung from the 
Church Tower.  It was a day long to be 
remembered in the parish. 

The Rev. Thomas Price left Selly Oak, much to 
everyone's regret, in November, 1887, when he 
was the recipient of a further illuminated address, 
executed by Mr. Humphreys, and a cheque for 
£102, subscribed  by the parishioners, which were 
handed to him by Mr. Elliott on the occasion of  
the Parish Tea, on November. 1887. 

Rev. C. E. Hopton. 
 
For the last two years of his ministry in Selly 

Oak, Mr. Price was assisted by the Rev. C. E. 

Hopton (now Archdeacon of Birmingham), who 
was the first Curate to serve in the parish. Mr. 
Hopton laboured in the interests of the parish 
with a zeal which never flagged, and an 
earnestness which set an example of self-
denying work.   He was especially interested in 
work among young men, and on his departure 
after two years service, received a joint 
testimonial from the Choir, Literary and 
Debating Society, and the Cricket and Football 
Clubs associated with the Church.  Mr. Hopton 
was also keenly interested in the Juvenile 
Temperance Society, and the Church Defence 
Association which was formed to oppose the old 
Radical programme to disestablish and disendow 
the Church of England.  He was also responsible 
for the introduction of the first Parochial 
Magazine issued in the parish, which was issued 
under the title, "The Dawn of Day," an 
illustrated monthly, which made its first 
appearance in February, 1885. 

 
The Venerable Archdeacon C.E. Hopton. 

 
Dr. Holinshead. 
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Laymen. 
Dr. Hollinshead. 

The Church not only produced two great 
Ministers for its first Vicar and first Curate, but it 
was also producing great Laymen. 

Perhaps the greatest of these in the history of St. 
Mary's was Dr. Hollinshead, who for 40 years 
was in general medical practice in Selly Oak.  
During a considerable portion of that time he was 
Medical Officer of Health for the district, holding 
also most of the public medical appointments, 
viz., Parish Doctor, Public Vaccinator, and so 
forth.  He was, therefore, brought into most 
intimate association with the lives of the people.  
During the whole of this time, Dr. Hollinshead 
was constantly associated with all the activities of 
Church life and was for more than 20 years (with 
a short break) Vicar's Warden and People's 
Warden, serving under six incumbents.  In all 
developments of Church work, he was an active 
and most enthusiastic worker, initiating many 
schemes which he inspired and guided.  His 
devoted and unstinting labours among people of 
all classes, and his kindliness and absolute 
sincerity, made him beloved by all.  He was truly 
the Friend of Man. 

A memorial to his splendid work takes the form 
of the oak panelling at the altar at St. Mary's 
Church. The Memorial Tablet reads as follows:— 

+        To the Glory of God          + 
and in memory of 

Francis Hollinshead, M.D. 
who died Feb. 26, 1915, 
also of Amy, his wife, 

who died April 13, 1918. 
Also of 

their son, 
who died April 26, 1912. 

This oak panelling was offered by the 
other children of the family and some 

friends.  Easter, 1928. 

His abiding monument is still to be found in the 
hearts of those who knew him and his deep 
devotion to the great causes he had so much at 
heart. 

In thinking of the medical work in the district, it 
is impossible to over-estimate the devoted 
services given by the District Nurses.  It is 
interesting to recall that the need for a Parish 

Nurse for Selly Oak exercised the minds of 
Church people and others as far back as 1892.  In 
the Parish Magazine for July of that year, the 
Vicar (Rev. Clement Price) wrote: 

" In our large and growing- population, mainly 
consisting- of the poor, there is plenty of scope 
for a nurse's work." 

The Vicar invited promises to enable £75 to be 
guaranteed as salary for a year in order that a 
nurse might be appointed to work under the 
direction of local doctors.  It is interesting to 
recall that in the first year the amount was over-
subscribed., no less than £91   9s.  Od. being 
received.  Nurse Hodges was thereupon 
appointed, but soon left and was succeeded by 
Nurse Fletcher, from St. John's, Birkenhead.  The 
district remembers with gratitude the work of the 
nurses and those who have laboured in the cause. 
Old residents will remember the enthusiastic help 
of Mrs. Honeybourne and Mrs. Baldwin in the 
early days.  In later years, residents will recall, 
with gratitude, the self-sacrificing labours of Mrs. 
A. H. Wiggin and Mrs. James in organising the 
Nurses' Society and in raising funds for this 
beneficent work. 

Another eminent Layman was Mr. William 
Walters, of "The Langleys," who for many years  
was prominently identified with various branches 
of Church work.  It is a tribute to his devotion to 
duty to say that in the days of the old St. 
Wulstan's Mission—when the Church work in 
Bournbrook was carried on under the aegis of St. 
Mary's—Mr. Walters was looked upon as its 
“unofficial”  Vicar.  He not only conducted the 
services there each Sunday, but in addition was 
responsible for the work of the Sunday School.  
Associated with him was Mr. George Humphreys, 
who acted as Choirmaster.  Mention should also 
here be made of the enthusiastic help of two Lay 
Readers, Mr. B. C. Bednall and Mr. Watton. 

Perhaps the most distinguished Lay Reader at 
St. Mary's was Mr. Joseph James, who with 
Mrs. James, l ived for 26 years at Selly Oak.  
During that time Mr. James fulf il led many 
offices, but perhaps he will be best remembered 
by the services he rendered over a long period 
as a Foundation Manager of the Day Schools 
and for his advice and help in al l  legal matters 
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affecting the Church and Schools.  Last, but not 
least, he will be remembered for his "readings" of  
the lessons, which old residents declare have 
never been surpassed at St. Mary's. 

The "great" man of the "village" was Mr. 
Elliott, head of the firm of that name, who acted 
as magistrate and daily made his journey to 
King's Heath to take his seat on the Bench. 

A notable public official was Mr. Isaac Smith, 
who for many years was Rate Collector and 
responsible for the attendance of children at 
School.  He was succeeded in the office of Rate 
Collector by Mr. Jacob Whitehouse. 

The first Sexton or Verger of St. Mary's Church 
was Mr. William Humphries, son of the old lady 
who kept the first Post Office. 

Mr. Humphries was succeeded as Verger by Mr 
Clarke, and afterwards by Mr. William 
Chambers, who was appointed in 1880.  His work 
in that office for 41 years was characterised by a 
deep sense of devotion to duty, and he held the 
unique distinction of not missing a service during 
that period. 

His loyal and devoted service, which will ever 
be rernembered by those who were privileged to 
know him, is commemorated in the Church by a 
Rood Beam with wooden figures, which was  
erected to his memory by public subscription, and 
was dedicated by Archdeacon Hopton on 24th 
February, 1922. 

A.  M.  D.  G. 

Of your Charity 
Pray for the Soul of 
William Chambers 

for 41 years 
Verger of this Church 

To whose Memory 
this Rood has been 
erected by those 
who knew and 

loved him. 

Festival of S. Matthias, 1922. 

Educational and Social. 
No doubt there are still residents who will be able 

to recall the days of the old Selly Oak Reading 
Society, which was held at St. Mary's  Schools. 
Later  (1885) the St. Mary's Literary and Debating 
Society was held in rooms opposite to the Schools.

 
Mr Joseph James 

 
William Chambers. 
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•Formerly at the old Sandstone building,, Bristol Road.  †Formerly at Hubert Road. 

Papers, magazines, etc., were provided, and there 
was a small billiard table. Rooms were also used 
for educational purposes at the Workman's Hall.  
A branch was also formed of the Church of 
England Working Men's Society, partly for 
educational purposes and partly to "gain and 
spread truthful information about the teaching and 
history of the Church." 

A very early Society was the Selly Oak Singing 
Class, which functioned most successfully for 
many years under the leadership of Mr. 
Humphreys, the Schoolmaster. 

On the recreational side, it may be said that St. 
Mary's Football and Cricket Clubs for youths 
were both established by the Church in 1885.). 

Selly Oak Cricket Club, with varying fortunes, 
has been in existence since about 1860. 

Socially, the Church was very closely connected 
with Friendly and Thrift Societies, which were 
doing important work, and it was the custom for 
the Oddfellows and Foresters to have an Annual 
Church Parade at St. Mary's. 

The most important social gathering of the year, 
however, was the Annual Church Tea and 
Concert.  This was first held in the Schools in 
January, 1884.  To prevent undue crowding- two 
teas were provided, one at 6 and another at 7 p.m.  
The function was usually opened by the Choir, 
followed by Hand Bell Ringers, and a short 
address was given by the Vicar.  It was a most 
popular function, in which practically all the 
villagers took part. 

The Schools. 
PRESENT FOUNDATION MANAGERS. 

Rev. R. P. Steer. 
Rev. F. C. Hughes. 
Miss P. B. Muscott. 
Mr. M. I. Best. 

PRESENT AND FORMER HEAD TEACHERS. 
Boys' Department, Hubert Road. 
*Mr. Wright. 
*Mr. Wm. Humphreys. 
Mr. M. L. Best. 
Mr. S. J. Blakey. 
Mr. W. F. Rowles. 
Mr. E. P. Morrall. 

Gir ls'  Department, Dawlish Road. 
*†Miss Sadler. 

Miss E. Dewes. 
Infants' Department, Dawlish Road. 
†Miss Lisle. 
†Miss C. Field. 
Miss E. M. Greenway. 
Miss H. M. Wale. 

Girls'  and Infants'  Department, Bristol Road. 
*Mrs. Twigg. 
*Miss Chadwick. 
Miss Hatwell. 
Miss B. Clarke. 
Miss J. Hawley. 
Miss M. C. Humphreys. 
Miss C. Peek. 
Miss E. K. Wakelin. 

The old sandstone building of St. Mary's 
Schools, situated on the Bristol Road, was built 
before the Church was completed more than 70 
years ago, and its history is one of which Selly 
Oak may well be proud.  The work of education 
is a great responsibility and one which the 
Foundation Managers have always had very much 
at heart.  Fortunately, their task has been greatly 
lightened by the zeal of a band of men and 
women—both Head and Assistant Teachers—
who by their selfless devotion to duty and 
enthusiasm for their work, have contributed in so 
large a measure to the continued success of the 
Schools. 

Mr. Humphreys. 
One in particular—Mr. William Humphreys—

devoted over 40 years to well and truly laving the 
foundations of character and education in 
succeeding generations of Selly Oak children. 

A few notes about this great veteran, pioneer in 
education and beloved by all, will be of general 
interest. Mr. Humphreys was born at Clevedon, 
Somerset, in 1845.  He was the son of a Schoolmaster 
and grandson of Champion Wilcox, the Town Crier 
and Mayor's Officer for the town of Bath.  On the 
death of his father, when Mr. Humphreys was a youth 
of 10 or 17 years, he was apprenticed as a Pupil 
Teacher in the Larkhall Schools, Bath.  This school 
was conducted on the old Monitorial System, under 
which the supervision and teaching was done by the 
elder boys or monitors, and the paid staff was kept to a 
minimum.  The actual teaching staff consisted of the 
Headmaster and one or two Apprentice Pupil Teachers. 
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It is a commentary of the times, that during his 
apprenticeship, Mr. Humphreys had to 
supplement his scanty salary by work as Lay 
Organist, by keeping the books of various 
tradesmen, and by painting monograms on arrows 
for various people interested in archery, which at 
that time was a fashionable Country House 
pastime.  At 18 years, Mr. Humphreys passed the 
Queen's Scholarship Examination, and was 
accepted as a student at Battersea Training 
College.  Here he remained for two years, at the 
end of which period he won the College prize for 
teaching.  His successful College career led to 
Mr. Humphreys' recommendation to the Rev. 
Thomas Price, who was seeking a successor to 
Mr. Wright, the first Schoolmaster of Selly Oak.  
To save expense, a meeting was arranged at 
Rugby Station.  In this unusual setting- an 
interesting- interview between the Rev. T. Price 
and Mr. Humphreys resulted in the appointment 
of the latter to the vacant Headmastership.  Mr. 
Humphreys returned to London to complete his 
college course, returning- to his new duties in 
Selly Oak in 1968.  He immediately threw 
himself whole-heartedly into his new job, and 
took a most enthusiastic interest in the various 

activities of the parish.  He became Organist and 
Choirmaster, a post which he held for more than 
20 years, and was largely instrumental in starting 
the Selly Oak Cricket Club, and establishing- 
allotment gardens for Selly Oak men.  Always an 
enthusiastic gardener, he became Secretary of the  
Selly Oak Horticultural  Society, receiving in 
1873 a silver plated inkstand as a token of 
appreciation from the Committee.  Mr. 
Humphreys played a great part in the organisation 
of "Penny Readings," which consisted of a series 
of social evenings and entertainments for 
enlivening- the dull winter evenings.  In addition, 
he organized Singing Classes and Evening- 
Classes both at Selly Oak and Blackmore Corner, 
Bartley Green, and still found the time and energy 
to serve as Secretary of the Oddfellows Friendly 
Society, a post which he retained until after the 
war. 

When Mr. Humphreys took over the duties at 
Selly Oak Schools, the total number on the 
registers, including boys, girls, and infants, was 
only 43, so that he saw Selly Oak develop from a 
small hamlet to an important manufacturing 
district.  The old sandstone schools in Bristol 
Road soon became inadequate and the adjoining 
brick Infants' School was built in 1880.  In 1887, 
the Bournbrook, Hubert Road Girls' and Infants' 
School was built, and in 180G, the old sandstone 
Schools were handed over to the Junior Girls and 
Infants.  A new School for Girls and Infants was 
built in Dawlish Road, and the Boys then took 
over the Girls' School in Hubert Road.  With the 
rapidly growing village, even this additional 
accommodation proved to be inadequate, and the 
Selly Oak and Bournbrook Technical School was 
brought into use as an annexe to the Boys' School 
in Hubert Road.  At this period (1904-5) the 
number of boys under Mr. Humphreys' 
supervision was between 600 and 700.  Since 
then, various Council Schools have been built in 
the district, and the task of educating the youth of 
Selly Oak has partly passed into other hands. 

It is well, however, for Selly Oak people to be 
reminded of the pioneer work done by the Church 
National Schools for so many years by voluntary 
effort. 

M r . Humphreys was 65 years of  age i n 
1910 and was due f or  r et i r ement .   By  

 
Mr. William Humphreys. 
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special permission of the Local Education 
Authority and with the approval of the Board of 
Education, his engagement was extended until 
April, 1012, an official tribute to his mental and 
physical capacity and to the efficient manner in 
which he had discharged his duties. 

Early in 1913 he was the recipient of a beautiful 
testimonial and a handsome presentation made on 
behalf of the School staffs, past and present 
scholars, and other friends.  In his retirement to 
his house in Oak Tree Lane, Mr. Humphreys was 
able to indulge his hobby of gardening. 

Mr. Humphreys passed to his well earned rest 
on 12th June, 1933, and a Memorial Service, 
conducted by the Vicar, was held at St. Mary's 
Church on the 16th June.  The large congregation 
present and the great assembly at the graveside 
were a fitting tribute to his memory and to the 
warm esteem in which he was held. 

Miss Sadler. 
Miss Sadler was the first Head Mistress of the 

Selly Oak Girls' School, which was carried on at 
the one end of the old sandstone building.  She 
first served as Pupil Teacher in these Schools and 
later proceeded to the Whitelands Training 
College where she remained for two years.  She 
returned to Selly Oak and took charge of the 
Girls' section of the St. Mary's School in I881.  
When the new Schools at Hubert Road were built 
in 18S7, Miss Sadler left the old building in 
Bristol Road, and with Miss Lisle had charge of 
all the girls in the Selly Oak and Bournbrook 
district.  Miss Lisle being responsible for the 
Bournbrook Infants. Miss Sadler removed to the 
Dawlish Road Schools when these were 
completed in 1896.  Here she remained until her 
death in 1910.  She was greatly respected and 
loved by many hundreds of Selly Oak and 
Bournbrook girls by whom she is still held in 
affectionate remembrance. 

Children's School Fête. 
A feature of Selly Oak life is the Annual School 

Fete.  This was originally known as the 
Dedication Festival and School Feast, which was 
always celebrated on the anniversary of the 
dedication of the Church, viz., 12th September.  
The children used to go to Church in the morning, 
assembling at the Schools, and marched in 

procession to the Church, singing on their way up 
the Church drive Psalm 122:  "I was glad when 
they said unto me, we will go into the House of 
the Lord."  In the early afternoon, the children re-
assembled at the Schools for the procession  
through the village to a field at Selly Wood, lent 
for the fête by Mr. Frederick Elkington, where 
they enjoyed races, followed by a tea.  In later 
years the fête was held in Mr. Arthur Halward's 
"big-" field in Frederick Road, now used as a 
sports ground by the employees of Messrs. 
Elliot’ s Metal Works. 

The greatest pride was always taken in the 
festival and everything was done to ensure its 
success.  Shopkeepers vied with each other in 
decorating their ponies and in providing gaily 
caparisoned conveyances, so that all the little 
ones might be able to ride to the field.  Each child 
carried a bannerette of colourful paper, whilst 
tastefully decorated go-carts added to the variety 
of the scene.  On the way home, each child was 
handed a bun through the railings at the School 
gates, and the festivities were brought to a close 
with a short service at the Church at 7.45. 

So popular did the fête become, that its 
management was taken over from the Church and 
School authorities by a local committee. 
Although it has lost its close and intimate 
connection with St. Mary's, the fête, as all Sellv 
Oak people know, is still ably carried on each 
year by a devoted band of workers, to whom all 
Selly Oak parents and children should be very 
grateful.  At the head of this devoted band, for 
many years, was Mr. Charles Harbun, whose 
kindliness of heart endeared him to all.  It is 
impossible to think of the fête without also 
thinking of him. 

Bells. 
Perhaps a few words on Bell Ringing will be 

of interest.  It is now more than three centuries 
since the discovery of the art of change ringing, 
and of all names in ringing history and of 
change ringing, that of Fabian Stedman is pre-
eminent.  Up ti l l  Stedman's day the art had got 
very l ittle further than round ringing and "plain 
changes," a term applied to the changing of one 
pair of bells at a time, as distinct from "cross 
changes" where more than one pair of  bel ls at 
a time are changed.   Stedman collected all the  
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The  Bells  before  Recasting. 
Centre figure: Ringing Master, Mr WN Cartwright. 

 

 

beginning of changes" and brought it together in 
the first book ever written on the subject.  This 
treatise formed the foundation of all modern 
change ringing.  Whilst Stedman's memory 
among ringers will probably live in the future, as 
it has done in the past, chiefly for the method of 
producing changes which bears his name, "The 
Stedman Principles," his great work for the art 
was the foundation which he laid in his first and 
subsequent book.  The product of his work 
carried the art a big step forward; his work has 
stood the test of centuries and there can be no 
doubt that his labours laid the foundation of the 
ringer's art as practised at the present time. 

St. Mary's Tower. 

St. Mary's tower has produced many fine 
ringers, notably perhaps Mr. H. Withers, a Selly 
Oak man. who is well known in the. ringing 

world throughout this and other countries.  It can 
also be claimed that many ringers, trained in St. 
Mary's tower, now form  the nucleus of bands 
attached to various churches in the district. 

The history of the bells of St. Mary's is as 
follows:— 

One bell (the fifth) was installed in the tower in 
1861, when the Church was first opened for public 
worship.  Five more bells were added in 1864, 
making a peal of six.  The Tenor Bell was the gift 
of Miss Ledsam, and the remaining four were 
provided by a liberal contribution of the 
parishioners.  This peal of six was first rung on the 
29th September, 1864.  It was the earnest wish of 
the ringers to complete the octave by the addition 
of two bells, and in this they were much 
encouraged by a promise of £50 from Mr. J. Merrett.  
It was not until I887, however, that the peal was 

 
WEIGHT OF RECAST BELLS. 

   No. 1 No. 2 No. 3 No. 4 No. 5 No. 6 No. 7 No. 8 (Tenor) 
4cwt. 7 lb.   4cwt 18 lb   4cwt 24 lb   4cwt 3 qr. 20 lb.   5cwt. 3qr. 15 lb.   6cwt. 2 qr. 18 lb.   9cwt. 21lb.   12 cwt. 1 qr. 17 lb
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increased to eight bells, the work being carried 
out by Messrs. J. Warner & Sons, of Cripplegate, 
London. 

A brass tablet at the west end of the Church 
commemorates these events and reads as 
follows:— 

"To the Glory of God. 
"The peal of six bells placed in this Church by 

voluntary subscriptions, A.D. 1864, was further 
increased by the addition of two bells in honour 
of Her Majesty Queen Victoria's Jubilee, June 
16th, 1887. 

THOMAS PRICE, M.A., Vicar. 
Francis Hollinshead 
Williams Walters 
Edmund Thompson 
Joel Merrett 

His sound shall be heard when he goeth in 
unto the Holy Place before the Lord. 
 —Exodus xxviii., v. 35." 

Inscriptions. 

The following- inscriptions in Latin appear on 
the bells:— 

No. I Bell.—Treble. 
IN MEMORIAM FILIÆ ET S. M. 

VICTORIÆ 
ANNUM QUINQUAGESIMA 

REGNANTIS 
D. D. JOEL MERRETT. 

(Translation:  Given by Joel Merrett in 
memory of a daughter and the fiftieth year 
of the reign of Her Majesty Queen Victoria.) 

No. 8 Bell.—Tenor. 
+ BEATUS POPULUS QUI SCIT  

JUBILATIONEM. 

(Translation:  Happy are the people who 
know how to rejoice.) 

It is of interest to recall that the newly enlarged 
peal of eight bells was first rung on the day of 
Queen Victoria's Jubilee, viz., 16th June, 1887.  
The scribe of that day recorded in the local press 
that "The bells first sounded forth from the tower 
of St. Mary's Church on the Queen's Jubilee, 
which was celebrated in Selly Oak by feasting- 
the young- and old, and by planting- trees along 
the Turnpike Road from Bournbrook to Griffin's 
Hill." 

In 1922, it was found that it would be unsafe to 
ring- the bells as they were then hung, and the 

parish was without the ringing of its bells for 
nearly ten years, when a move was made to get 
them restored.  In 1932 the bells were recast and 
rehung in a new steel frame, the cost being 
defrayed by public subscription, to which the 
inhabitants most generously responded. 

The old bells were melted down and new metal 
added, and the inscriptions, in the original Latin, 
were reproduced on the recast bells, with the 
following addition to the Tenor Bell:— 

"THESE  BELLS  WERE  RECAST  
BY GILLETT  AND  JOHNSTON,  
CROYDON,  JANUARY,  1912." 

REGINALD P STEER, Vicar. 
T. C. Humphreys 
J. R. Johnson 

From time to time, tablets have been placed in 
the Ringing Chamber commemorating successful 
peals, as follows:— 

DECEMBER 26th, 1881 

The Ringers of St. Mary's, Selly Oak, rung their 
first peal of Grandsire Minor of 720 changes, 
comprising 34 Bobs and 2 Singles in 27 minutes. 

Names as follows— 
J. Nix … 3 A. Cole, Conductor 
G.Hale … 1 E. Hinton … 5 
H. Smith … 2 E. Bush … 4 
O. Clarke, Sec.  T. Price, M. A., Vicar. 
 *  *  *  * 

DECEMBER 30th, 1883. 
The Ringers of St. Mary's rang their first peal of 

720 changes of Kent Treble Bob Minors in 26½ 
minutes.  

Stationed as follows:— 
E. Bryant … Treble E. Boylin … 4 
H. Smith … 2 T. Lewis … 5 
J. Nix … 3 T. A. Cole … 6 
   (Conductor) 
   T. Price, Vicar. 
 *  *  *  * 

APRIL 22nd—EASTER MONDAY, 1889. 

The Ringers of St. Marys' rang- their first peal 
of 5,040 changes of Grandsire Triples containing- 
194 Bobs and 46 Singles in two hours and forty 
minutes. 

Names as follows:— 

George Hale,  Treble Thomas Lewis 5 
Edward Bush 2 Edward Bryant 6 
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John Nix … 3         (Conductor) 
Henry Smith… 4 Edward Boylin 7 
   James Dowler, Tenor 

T. A. Cole, Instructor 
E, Bryant, Conductor C. Price, Vicar. 
 *  *  *  * 

The Ringers of St. Mary's, Selly Oak, rang the 
first peal of Major ever rung on these bells, on 
June 4th, 1897, consisting of 5,088 changes of 
Kent Treble Bob Major, in two hours fifty-three 
minutes. 

Frederick Clayton,  Edward Boylin 5
 Treble Edward Bryant 6 
Joseph Ketteridge 2 James Dowler 7 
Thomas A. Cole 3 Bernard Witchell, Tenor 
William Barber 4  

   Composed by Thomas Day. 
Conductor, Thomas A. Cole 
 Dr. Hollinshead 
 H. J. Elliot 

E. J. BARTLEET, Vicar. 
 *  *  *  * 

There arc two persons to whom reference 
should be made whose names are not recorded on 
the tablets, who were ringers on " the old six," 
viz., Mr. Robert Wilson and Mr. Samuel Grove, 
senior.  Both gave yeoman service to the Church, 
and the latter, who was also a Choirister for many 
years, is probably the oldest ringer still living in 
this district, being now over 90 years old. 

The tower has produced some remarkable 
individual records. 

Mr. "Teddy" Bush rang the "Old Year Out" and 
the "New Year in" without a break, for over 40 
years, in addition to being a most regular member 
of the band. 

Mr. Ernest J. Dowler, who commenced ringing 
at St. Mary's in 1884-, was still an active member 
of the band when the bells were considered unsafe for 
further ringing in 1922.  During the greater part of 
his 38 years' service, Mr. Dowler was Ringing 
Master. 

Mr. John Nix, the first person to be baptised in 
the Church, was a Ringer or a Chorister for 50 
years. 

The first full peal on the new bells was rung on 
the 7th August, 1932.  The peal, which consisted 
of .5,040 changes in the method known as 
Stedman Triples, took 2 hours 50 minutes to ring.  

The ringers were as follows:— 

C. Howard Stanley, John E. Eaton 5 
 Treble George E Fearn 6 
John F. Atkins         2 William B. Cart- 
Samuel Grove         3  wright 7 
Victor G. H.  Harry Parkes 
 Hemus        4   Tenor 
Conductor, W. B. Cartwirght. 

Others whose names arc not elsewhere recorded 
who will be remembered in connection with bell 
ringing at Sellv Oak are: 

William Ball, Ernest Boylin, Victor Cartwrig'ht  
(killed during war), Arthur Chambers, L. G. 
Cartwright, Herbert J. Dowler, George Dowler, 
William Dowler, Charles Foster, Edward Hinton, 
junr., William Ikin, Wilfred Mumford. 

Church Clock. 
The Clock, which sounds the hour and quarter 

chimes, was made by Messrs. J. B. Joyce & Co. 
under the supervision of the Rev. Canon Cattley.  
It is made on the same principle as the clock 
designed by Lord Grimthorpe for the great clock 
at Westminster and the large clock at Worcester 
Cathedral.  The cost was about £331 and was the 
gift of the widow and family of the late Mr. 
Benjamin Walters.  The frame is horizontal, of 
cast iron and planed.  It is 6 ft. long, l ft. 9ins. 
wide, and l ft. in depth, and rests on beams which 
are built into the tower wall to ensure absence of 
vibration.  The wheels are of gun-metal, and the 
pendulum beats every 1�  secs. 

The clock was fitted in 1887, the year of the 
jubilee of Queen Victoria. 

People's Hall. 
The People's Hall was built in 1910.  The site 

was given by the late Sir John T. Middlemore, 
J.P.  The object in erecting the building was to 
provide a place for social intercourse for the 
people of the district, irrespective of political 
party or religious creed, and subject to the Trust 
Deed, the building has ever since been at the 
service of any individuals or societies wishing to 
make use of it.  The Trust Deed thus sets out the 
purposes for which the Hall shall be used: 

"A  Pari sh Hal l  f or Parochi al  and other 
M eeti ngs, and f or any obj ects, needs, or  
purposes having i n vi ew the spi r i tual , 
i ntel l ectual , moral  or soci al  wants of  
members of  the Church of  Engl and  and 
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Sir John T. Middlemore. 

 

the public generally, in the- Parish of Selly Oak and the 
neighbouring districts, but not for any purpose whatever 
which shall, in the opinion of the Bishop of Birmingham, 
for the time being, be inconsistent with the principles of the 
Christian Faith." 

The full building scheme was never carried out, 
but a portion of the building was erected as a first 
instalment at an approximate cost of £2,500, 
inclusive of all fees, fittings, and furniture.  Plans 
were submitted in competition by six architects, 
and those of Mr. Frank W. Hollinshead (son of 
Dr. Hollinshead) were accepted.  For reasons of 
health, Mr. Hollinshead was unable to carry out 
his duties in connection with the erection of the 
building, which was undertaken by Mr. W. 
Norman Twist. 

A great deal of the initial work was done by the 
Rev. L. B. Sladen, but the building was not 
completed until after his departure from the 
parish. 

The Hall has proved to be a most valuable 
acquisition in the social and recreational life of 
the district.  The work of raising the funds and of 
securing the erection of the building was 
entrusted to the following gentlemen, who formed 
the Building Committee:— 

Rev. L. B. Sladen, Chairman (until 1909) 
Rev. E. A Haviland, Chairman. 

Mr. R. Baugh  Mr. E. Hinton 
   ,,  B. C. Bednall    ,,  W. Hinton 
   ,,  E. J. Cash     ,,  A. Hoper 
   ,,  A. T. Cottle     ,,  A. F. Nainby 
Dr. H. G. Dain     ,,  S. Price 
Mr. W. Garden     ,,  G. J. Putser 
   ,,  G Hemus     ,,  A. Stanton 

Hon. Treasurers: 
Rev. E. A. Haviland. 

Mr. J. James, The Elms, Selly Oak. 
Hon. Secretary: 

Mr. S. Perkins, Gibbins Road, Selly Oak. 
For many years the work of Secretary to the 

People's Hall has been ably carried out by Mr. 
George Hemus. 

Past Vicar 's Wardens of St. Mary's. 
Mr. James B. Elkington, July 9th, 1862 to April 17th, 

1865. 
Mr. Edmund Page, April 17th, 1865 to April 10th, 

1871. 
Mr. Hvla Elkington, April 10th, 1871 to April 14th, 

1873. 
Mr. A. A. Atkin, April 14th, 1873 to April 22nd 1878. 
Mr. Hvla Elkington, April 22nd, 1878 to March 29th. 

1880. 
Mr. Benjamin Walters, March 29th, 1880 to April 10th, 

1882. 
Mr. John T. Middlemore, April 10th, 1882 to March 

26th, 1883. 
Dr. F. Hollinshead, March 26th, 1883 to March 30th, 

1891. 
Mr. Herbert F. Elkington, March 30th, 1891 to April 

18th, 1892. 
Mr. Joseph James, April 18th, 1892 to April 10th, 

1896. 
Dr. F. Hollinshead, April 10th, 1806 to 1905. 
Mr. G. J. Purser, 1905 to 1910. 
Mr. A. Hopper, 1910 to 1911. 
Mr. E. H. R Ellis, 1911 to 1916. 
Mr. F. E. Tucker, 1916 to 1919. 
Mr. G. Chandler, 1919 to 1920. 
Mr. A. F. Nainby, 1920 to 1924. 
Mr. W. Palmer, 1924 to 1926. 
Mr. E. H. R. Ellis, 1926 to 1920. 
Mr. J. R. Johnson, 1929 to present date. 

Past People's Wardens of St. Mary's. 
Mr. Edmund Page, July 9th, 1862 to April 17th, 

1865. 
Mr. Joseph Harrison, April 17th, 1865 to April 2nd, 

1866. 
Mr. James Middlemore, April 2nd, 1866 to April 

22nd, 1867. 
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Mr. Joseph Harrison, April 22nd, 1867 to April 
13th, 1868. 

Mr. H. W. Elliott, April 13th, 1868 to April 18th, 
1870. 

Mr. Hyla Elkington, April 18th, 1870 to April 10th, 
1871. 

Mr. Benjamin Walters, April 10th, 1871 to April 
14th, 1873. 

Mr. Joseph Rowlands, April 14th, 1873 to April 
17th, 1876. 

Mr. F. Adkins, April 17th, 1876 to April 2nd, 1877. 
Mr. F. Everitt, April 2nd, 1877 to April 22nd, 1878. 
Mr. H. W. Elliott, April 22nd, 1878 to April 18th, 

1881. 
Dr. F. Hollinshead, April 18th, 1881, to March 26th, 

1883. 
Mr. W. Walters, March 26th, 1883 to April 23rd, 

1889. 
Mr. Herbert F. Elkington,, April 23rd, 1889 to 

March 30th, 1891. 
Mr. Alfred H. Wiggin, March 30th, 1891 to March 

29th, 1894. 
Mr. F. M. Andrews, March 29th. 1894 to April I9th, 

1895. 
Mr. H. J. Elliott, April 19th, to April 18th, 1898. 
Mr. W. Walters, April 18th, 1898 to April 18th, 

1899. 
Mr. W. Humphreys, April 18th, 1899 to Easter, 

1901. 
Mr. G. R. Hinton, 1901 to 1905. 
Mr. R. Baugh, 1905 to 1908. 
Mr. A. F. Nainby, 1908 to 1912. 
Mr. E. J. Cash, 1912 to 1913. 
Mr. R. Thompson, 1913 to 1915. 
Mr. S. Fortune, 1915 to 1918. 
Mr. A. M. Beavan, 1918 to 1919. 
Mr. J. R. Johnson, 1919 to 1923. 
Mr. R. Thompson, 1923 to 1925. 
Mr. E. H. R. Ellis. 1925 to 1926. 
Mr. W. Palmer, 1926 to 1027. 
Mr. T. C. Humphreys, 1927 to present date. 

Note.—At the Easter Church Meeting, 1912, it was 
decided that both Wardens in future be elected by the 
Incumbent and people instead of the previous practice 
whereby one Warden was nominated by the Vicar and 
the other by the people. 

Register  of Bur ials. 
Dates from 1861. 
1st interment:  Elizabeth Cox, buried 20th 

September, 1861. 
Funeral conducted by Rev. Thomas Price. 
Total number of interments, 3,340. 

Churchyard closed to burials (with certain 
exceptions) by Privy Council on 14th July, 1899. 

Register  of Baptisms. 
Dates from 1861. 
1st Baptism:  John Nix, baptised 27th 

September, 1861, by Rev. Thomas Price. 
Total number of Baptisms, 6,817 to August, 

1933. 

Register  of Marr iages. 
Dates from 1861. 
1st Marriage:  9th September, 1862, 

 Oliver Rogers and Sarah .A. Dawson. 
 (Coach builder) 
Total number of Marriages solemnized, 2,108 to 

August, 1933. 

Former  Curates. 
1884—1887. Rev. C. E. Hopton, M.A. 
1886—1888. Rev. A. S. Hicks, M.A. 
1889—1893. Rev. W. G. Walker, M.A. 
1893—1894. Rev. F. B. L. B. Drew, B.A. 
1895—1897. Rev. D. Frazer Allen. B.A. 
1896—1898. Rev. G. E. Britten, B.A. 
1897—1901. Rev. H. W. Leycester Ward, 

  M.A. 
1899—1900. Rev. James Meeser. 
1900—1902. Rev. E. A. Whitfield, B.A. 
1902—1903. Rev. A. W. Rainey, B.A. 
1903—1904. Rev. F. H. Roach. 
1903—1909. Rev. W. Arbuthnot. 
1904—1906. Rev. R. Howes, M.A. 
1904—1909. Rev. E. A. Haviland, M.A. 
   (Afterwards Vicar.) 
1905—1907. Rev. H. R. Hardcastle, M.A. 
1906—1909. Rev. .1. J. Pigg, B.A. 
1908—1910. Rev. H. T. Johnston. B.A. 
1909—1911. Rev. F. W. Walker, M.A. 

(Afterwards Vicar of St. 
Wulstan's.) 

1909—1911. Rev. G. T. Miller, M.A. 
1909—1914.  
       and 
1915—1916. 
1910—1912. Rev. R. Scandrett, M.A. 
1911—1914. Rev. L. Sunderland. M.A. 
1913—1914. Rev. C. B. W. Buck, B.A. 
1915—1920. Rev. E. G. T. Sirney, M.A. 
1920—1925. Rev. S. G. Stanton, M.A. 
1926—1928. Rev. J. H. N. Tomsen, M.A. 
1928—1929. Rev. P. Kirk. 
1929—1931. Rev. A. C. Dancaster, M.A. 

} Rev. A. C. Hobson, B.A. 
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ST.   MARY'S   WAR   MEMORIAL. 

� � � �� � � ��� �� � � �� � � � �� 	 �
 

Greater love hath no man than this 

CYRIL BUCK, Priest. 

SIDNEY BARTON 

BERT BUCKLEY 

EDGAR ALEC BUDD 

RICHARD BULLIVANT 

JOHN WILLIAM CANNING 

VICTOR CARTWRIGHT 

WILLIAM HENRY CASH 

LEONARD COLDRICK 

HARRY COLE 

ALFRED COOK 

EDW~ARD DOWLER 

ALFRED PERCY FOWLER 

JOHN GALLOWAY 

WILLIAM EDWARD GIBBINS 

HENRY JAMES HARRIS 

BENJAMIN HODGETTS 

WALLACE HOLLIER 

LAURENCE HUNT 

WILLIAM HUNT 

HAROLD KENDALL 

GILBERT HENRY LOAM 

ROBERT MAUN 

THOMAS MALIN 

HOWARD MANSFIELD 

HERBERT JOHN MEREDITH 

ARTHUR HENRY MILES 

AUSTIN NICHOLLS 

HERBERT POWELL 

WILLIAM PRICE 

GEORGE SEABOURNE 

LESLIE SHIELD 

SIDNEY SMITH 

SAMUEL STANLEY 

HENRY SALT 

JAMES SALT 

SIDNEY TWINE 

WILLIAM WALDRON 

WILLIAM HENRY WARD 

FRANK HUBERT WARR 

ANDREW WARRENER 

FRANK DALE WILSON 

WILLIAM HOWARD WATKINS 

GEORGE RHODES 

� � � �! � � � �� �" � 
 �� � � �! � � � �� �" � 
 �� � � �! � � � �� �" � 
 �� � � �! � � � �� �" � 
 � �
Rest eternal grant to them, 0 Lord: 

And let light perpetual shine upon them. 


