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PRIMROSES 
In the twenty-third of a series of articles on Raasay’s flora, 

botanist STEPHEN BUNGARD takes a look at the primrose 

The primrose gets its name from the Latin prima rosa (first rose) as it 

flowers early in the year, even if it is not a rose by modern definition. 

Plants in sheltered spots and a mild climate can flower at almost any 

time of year but the bulk of flowering is in spring. 

Flowers are typically a pale yellow colour but white and pink forms 

are also seen, often the result of crossing with garden cultivars. 

There are two flower types which were first described by Charles 

Darwin in 1862 known as “pin” and “thrum” which occur in roughly 

equal numbers and differ in the position of the stigma (the female 

part) and the anthers (the male part with pollen). In “pin” flowers the 

stigma is positioned at the top of the flower tube with the anthers 

positioned halfway down. In “thrum” flowers the stigma is positioned 

halfway down the tube with the anthers at the top. 

Thrum flower © M. Manske 

 

This is thought to aid cross-fertilisation by insects where pollen picked up in one flower form is more 

likely to be deposited on the stigma of the other flower type. 

The flower type is genetically determined so only one type is present on any particular plant. 

Primrose Rust (Puccinia primulae) can sometimes be seen on leaves in the summer and locally, at 

least one type of fly larva (Chromatomyia primulae) makes mines in the leaves. 

Stephen is Vice-county Recorder for the Botanical Society of Britain & Ireland for Skye, Raasay and 

the Small Isles. His website, including Flora of Raasay, can be found at tinyurl.com/Raasayflora OR 
bit.ly/Raasay, and his botanical blog can be found at skyeraasayplants.wordpress.com 
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