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Forget-me-nots 
 
In the sixteenth of a series of articles on 
Raasay’s flora, botanist STEPHEN 
BUNGARD takes a look at Forget-me-
nots. 
 

Seven species of Forget-me-not (Myosotis 

spp.) have been reported from Raasay 

though at least one is almost certainly an 

error and a second is often wrongly 

recorded for reasons I shall explain. 
 
This month I am going to concentrate on 
three species that grow in wet habitats,  
Myosotis laxa (previously M. caespitosa) 

Tufted Forget-me-not, M. scorpioides 

Water Forget-me-not and M. secunda 

Creeping Forget-me-not. When finding one 

of these plants in a wet place the first thing 

to check is whether there are hairs sticking 

out more or less at a right angle from the 

stem all the way down to the base. If so 

you have M. secunda, by far our 

commonest species. The other two have 

hairs that are appressed to the stem. So 

far, so good. 
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Both images: Malcolm Storey www.bioimages.org.uk 
 

M. laxa is sometimes called Lesser Water 

Forget-me-not and M. scorpioides Greater 

Water Forget-me-not, because the flowers 

are much larger in the latter. To tell them 

apart it is best to check the sepals (the 

green bits surrounding the petals). 
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In M. scorpioides the free bits are 

approximately equilateral triangles whereas 

in M. laxa they are approximately isosceles 

as in the accompanying images. In 

passing, M. laxa often has red stems 

especially towards the base, but this is not 

in itself diagnostic. 
 

Confusion arises because M. secunda can 

also have large flowers and several very 

reputable identification guides have failed 

to recognise this. This means that over 

the years lots of folks have found large-

flowered plants and without further 

checking have thought they have M. 

scorpioides. I have never seen it on 

Raasay. I have occasionally found it on 

Skye but it appears to be much rarer than 

records suggest. 
 

Another time I may come back to the three 

we have in drier habitats: M. arvensis Field 

Forget-me-not, M.discolor Changing 

Forget-me-not and, probably only as a 

garden escape, M.sylvatica Wood Forget-

me-not. 

 

Stephen is Vice-county Recorder for the 

Botanical Society of Britain & Ireland for 

Skye, Raasay and the Small Isles. His 

website, including Flora of Raasay, can be 

found at www.tinyurl.com/Raasayflora OR 

www.bit.ly/Raasay, and his botanical blog 

can be found at 

www.skyeraasayplants.wordpress.com 
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