
 

Bluebells 
In the twenty-second of a series of articles on Raasay’s flora, 
botanist STEPHEN BUNGARD takes a look at bluebells. 

 

“Bluebell” in Scotland usually refers to the late-summer 
flowering Campanula rotundifolia, known further south as 

harebell. The specific epithet refers to the round leaves at 
the base, but the stem leaves are linear (long and thin). 
This plant is rare on Raasay and Skye, with the only records 

for Raasay being in Raasay House grounds, near the 
cemetery, and on the cliffs about three miles north of 

Hallaig (putting it not very far south of Screapadal) in the 
1930s, plus a further sighting at the cemetery in 1970. Of 

course, if you know better I would be delighted to hear from 
you. On Skye, I have seen it in only four places, though 
there are also some older sites. The Skye plants include two 

subspecies, one with few large flowers and one with more, 
smaller flowers, making Skye the only island where both 

are known. This plant is common on Eigg and Muck. 
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Further south “Bluebell” 

means the spring flowering 
Hyacinthoides non-scripta 

generally known as Wild 
Hyacinth in Scotland. 
(Hyacinthoides means like a 

hyacinth.) It is particularly 
associated with ancient 

woodland where it may 
dominate the understorey, 
but also occurs in more open 

habitats in western regions 
like ours. The UK has nearly 

50% of the world population 
and nowhere else has 

bluebell woods like ours. Our 
deep blue, nodding, fragrant 

species is under serious threat from hybridisation with 

the widely-grown pale, upright and non-fragrant 

Spanish Bluebell (H. hispanica). Last year, examples of 
this hybrid were found in bluebell woods on Skye for 
the first time. 

 

Stephen is Vice-county Recorder for the Botanical 
Society of Britain & Ireland for Skye, Raasay and the 

Small Isles. His website, including Flora of Raasay, can 
be found at tinyurl.com/Raasayflora OR bit.ly/Raasay, 
and his botanical blog can be found at 

skyeraasayplants.wordpress.com 
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 H. hyacinthoides Photo by Michael Maggs  


