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Recent  Additions  to  the  Plant  List         STEPHEN BUNGARD 
for VC104 
During  the  three  years  2012-2014,  twenty  new  species  were  added  to  the 
plant  list  for  VC  104  (North  Ebudes).  The  majority  of  these  are  garden  es- 
capes  or  planted  but  there  are  three  new  native  species  and  three  potentially 
invasive aliens. 
In July 2013, John Hawell spotted Ononis repens (Common Restharrow) near 
Ose,  which  is  on  the  main  road  from  Sligachan  to  Dunvegan.  This  is  a  spe- 
cies that is known from a number of locations in the Outer Isles and also from 
Tiree, but is missing from the rest of the northwest. Had it been found on the 
road south from Uig, one might have suspected that it had arrived via a vehi- 
cle from an Outer Isles ferry. In any event a vehicle seems likely to have been 
the source as the plant sprawls over the edge of the A863 tarmac. 
Last year, 2014, saw the discovery of Spiranthes romanzof f iana (Irish Lady's- 
tresses)  on  Rum  by  Mike  Ingram.  (Fig.1  back  cover).  With  its  previously 
known distribution to the south and west of the Small Isles, this has long been 
a species on the  “hoped-for” list for VC 104 but finding more than 50 in the 
in-bye land at Kinloch was a surprise. 
Also  in  2014,  Gordon  Rothero  found  Saxif raga  cespitosa (Tufted  Saxifrage) 
on  the  Trotternish  Ridge  (Fig.  2  back  cover)  very  close  to  where  he  found 
Woodsia alpina (Alpine Woodsia) in 2001.  Both these species wer e previous- 
ly  unknown  in  the  British  Isles  outside  the  mountains  of  mainland  Scotland 
and North Wales, and both are the lowest altitude records known in the Brit- 
ish  Isles.  S.  cespitosa  is known  on  the  Scottish  mainland  about  45  km  to  the 
east of the Skye site, and W . alpina about 56 km to the east of the Skye site at 
its most northerly known location. 
At  the  other  end  of  the  spectrum,  the  first  record  for  VC  104  of  Heracleum 
mantegazzianum (Gia nt  Hogweed)  wa s  ma de  in  2012  by  Tim  Moore.  The 
single plant found in Portree was uprooted and burned. No further specimens 
have  been  seen.   Lysichiton  americanus (American  Skunk-cabbage)  was 
found by Jenny Grant near the Skye Bridge in 2013. (Fig. 3 inside back cov- 
er).  Although  restricted  to  a  small  boggy  area,  there  were  about  250  plants 
when last inspected. This is an area with many other alien species, particular- 
ly shrubs, and so far no action has been taken to remove it. 
In 2014 Senecio inaequidens (Narrow-leaved Ragwort) was found at the base 
of several of the Edinbane windfarm turbines by the author.  Almost entirely 
restricted to the gravel areas around the turbines at present, one wonders how 
long  it  will  be  before  the  readily  wind-dispersed  seeds  give  rise  to  colonies 
elsewhere  on  Skye.  John  Crossley  tells  me  the  2012  record  in  Orkney  
is also from the base of a wind turbine. 
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