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On 18th April 2017, one of us (SJDG) found an
unusual plant growing for about 40m along a
small watercourse in Uig Wood on the Isle of
Skye.  He sent two images to the vice-county
recorder (SJB) and we both put the images on
our blogs (https://skyeraasayplants.wordpress.
com and https://uigboy.blogspot.co.uk).  A
few days later, David Broughton e-mailed SJB
to say he thought it looked like a Mitella,

“possibly the same one I have in my garden,
M. breweri”.  Twenty minutes later he sent a
further e-mail, saying: “Actually, I think my
money would be on M. ovalis.  Looking at my
breweri again it is too small and delicate.”

SJB soon found web pages describing these
and other North American members of the
Heuchera tribe from the Pacific coastal region
(http://biology.burke.washington.edu/herbariu
m/imagecollection.php) by David Giblin,
University of Washington Herbarium Collec-
tions Manager, and e-mailed him the images.
Within a couple of hours he confirmed Mitella
(or, as he calls it, Pectiantia) ovalis.  This plant
goes by the names Bishop’s-cap, Oval-leaved
Mitrewort or Coastal Mitrewort, or variations
on that theme. Mitella is from Latin mitra,
turban or head-dress, and -ella, diminutive,
alluding to the cap-shaped fruit.  The native
range of this species is from British Columbia
to California.

This appears to be the first record in the wild
in the British Isles and the population in Uig

Wood comprises about a dozen plants, of
which many were flowering well, with
upwards of 60 flowering spikes in total.  We
visited the site on 26th April and took a voucher
specimen, which has been deposited at RBGE.
David Broughton also pointed us to a Mitella
key from ‘Flora North America’ at:
http://www.efloras.org, which proved hard to
use in the field, but careful use later confirmed
the identity. M. breweri and M. ovalis are
readily distinguished by leaf shape and the
hairiness of the basal petioles.

After we separated on 26th April, SJDG
spotted more plants in a garden about 200m
away and later discovered a drain running
from near this garden to the woodland site.
Seeds of M. ovalis and other Mitella spp. are
available in the UK, e.g. from Growild
Nursery in Cumnock, East Ayrshire.

Iain Macdonald also picked up the blog post
and e-mailed to say: “on 15th April 2017 I
found the same species growing within the
confines of Inverewe Garden … naturalised
beside a ditch.”  On balance, Iain thinks this
does not count as being ‘in the wild’, leaving
the Uig population as the first truly wild site.
E-mail discussions with the staff of Inverewe
Garden suggest that it has been present for
perhaps as long as 17 years or more, and,
although no documentation has been found, it
is thought to have been purchased for the
garden.
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