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In the first of a series of articles on Raasay’s flora, botanist STEPHEN BUNGARD takes a closer look at Wintergreens 

Wintergreen is a name applied to a variety of 
plants around the world and on Raasay we are 
fortunate to have four (just possibly, five) 
native species. 

We have three species in the genus Pyrola, 
Common, Intermediate and Round-leaved 
Wintergreen, and one in the genus Orthilia, 
Serrated Wintergreen. (None of these is the 
source of Oil of Wintergreen which is mostly 
made from Gaultheria species, though the 
active constituent, methyl salicylate, is mostly 
made synthetically.) 

At this time of year, when few plants are 
flowering and some have disappeared entirely, 
it is still possible to spot these uncommon 
species as they are winter-green. The leaves of 
the three Pyrola species look very similar and 
in order to tell them apart one needs flowers or 
fruits - or to send a leaf for DNA analysis, 
which is sometimes necessary as some 
populations are shy flowerers. 

To have all four of these is something of a 
privilege and two of these plants are 
“Nationally Scarce”, only occurring in 16-100 
10 km squares in Britain. The Round-leaved 
Wintergreen on a limestone cliff on the east 
coast was only discovered in 1997 and remains 
the only known site in Skye, Raasay & the 
Small Isles. The best site for the so-called 
Common Wintergreen (it isn’t, here) is on the 
ungrazed islands in the middle of Loch à 
Chadachàrnaich. 

In 1960 a visitor reported Chickweed-
wintergreen from the Torran area but 
commented that is was “in woods” as though it 

was in a number of places. A great deal of 
searching has failed to find it since, leading me 
to think this may have been an error for the 
vaguely similar Wood Anemone.  However, I 
personally added this species to an area of the 
Scottish mainland south of Applecross a few 
years ago and this site is only 8 km (5 miles) 
from the east coast of Raasay… and the same 
habitat is common enough here… 
Stephen is Vice-county Recorder for the 

Botanical Society of Britain & Ireland for Skye, 
Raasay and the Small Isles. His website, 

including Flora of Raasay, can be found at 
tinyurl.com/Raasayflora OR bit.ly/Raasay, and 
his botanical blog can be found at 

skyeraasayplants.wordpress.com. 
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