
CCCCoooouuuurrrrsssseeeessss aaaatttt WWWWeeeesssstttt HHHiiiigggghhhhllllaaaauuuudddd CCCCoooolllllllleeeeggggeeee UUUUHHHllll ---- BBBBrrrrooooaaaaddddffffoooorrrrdddd 

 

 

 

Email Abigail Manvell Szőke (abigail.manvell.whc@uhi.ac.uk) or phone 01471 822 622 or 01397 

874 530. 

 
Waut your owu copy of 4m Bratach Æatharxair ? 

lf you would like to receive 4m Bratach Æatharxair electrouically as a PDF each mouth, for free, please coutact Lloyd 

Gudgeou (lloydraasay@gmail.com). We curreutly have arouud 250 subscribers. 
However if you thiuk there’s uothiug like the feel of real paper with real iuk, hot off the photocopier, theu copies are uow available to buy 

iu the shop for 50p. How will you read yours? 

Am Bratach Ratharsair 7 

April 2016 

Lesser Celandine 
In the second of a series of articles on Raasay’s flora, botanist STEPHEN BUNGARD takes a closer look at Lesser Celandine 

Lesser celandine flowers are 

opening and can be found in 
damp ground anywhere away 

from the most acidic soils e.g. 
roadsides and streamsides. In 

shade it can form a continuous 
carpet. 

The name celandine comes 

from a Greek word for the 
swallow and in this part of the 

world the flower arrives at a 
similar time to the bird. 

The plant lies dormant for 

about six months of the year, 
new leaves appearing in late 

winter. Flowering is at its peak 
in April and May; by July the 
foliage has usually died back. 

Over 80% of records in the 
local area are from April to 

June. I have recorded it in 
ninety 1 km squares on Raasay 
out of the total of 100 (whole 

or partial). 
It is a member of the 

buttercup family and until 
recently it was included in the 
genus Ranunculus with other 

buttercups. Several subspecies 
are described, but as far as is 

known all Raasay plants are 
Ficaria verna subsp. fertilis. A 
second subspecies with bulbils 

locations on Skye in, or close 

to, big house or hotel gardens 
so it might be worth another 

check for this in Raasay House 
grounds. 

The glossy yellow flowers 
grow on single stems and have 

eight to twelve petals in a star 
shape. The heart-shaped leaves 

are also shiny, and are dark 
green, sometimes mottled with 
white. The flowers are 

important to early season 
insects when there is not much 

nectar available. 
At least one, perhaps three, 

 

fly larvae burrow through the 
leaves making “mines” and 

three fungi, (Celandine 
Clustercup Rust, Bitter 
Chocolate Rust and a smut with 

no common name, Urocycstis 
ficariae) specifically infect this 

plant. 

 

 
Like other buttercups it 

contains a toxin that can cause 
blisters externally if damaged 

leaves are handled. If eaten 
untreated it can cause a variety 

of unpleasant symptoms from 
nausea to paralysis but drying 
or heating inactivates the toxin. 

The old name of pilewort tells 
you what herbalists used it for. 

Stephen is Vice- 
county Recorder for the 
Botanical Society of Britain & 

Ireland for Skye, Raasay and 
the Small Isles. His website, 

including Flora of Raasay, can 
be found at 
tinyurl.com/Raasayflora OR 

bit.ly/Raasay, and his botanical 
blog can be found at 

skyeraasayplants.wordpress.co 
m. 
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Ficaria verna fertilis © Stephen Bungard 
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