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Raasay’sinsect-eatingplants 

 
In the sixth of a series of articles on Raasay’s flora, botanist STEPHEN BUNGARD takes a closer look at Raasay’s insectivorous plants 
 
 
 

Two species of Pinguicula, Common 
Butterwort (P. vulgaris) and Pale 
Butterwort (P. lusitanica) are widespread 
on Raasay, the latter not being found in 
a large eastern section of the island.  
Maps show 1 km squares – red dots 
for pre-2000, black for 2000-2016. 
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Two species of Drosera, Round-
leaved Sundew (D. rotundifolia) and 
Great Sundew (D. anglica) show a 
similar picture. The hybrid between 
the two is present occasionally but I 
am doubtful about a record for a 
third species, Oblong-leaved 
Sundew (D. intermedia). 
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Drosera anglica  
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In the case of the Bladderworts (Utricularia), which are aquatic, there is a fair amount of Lesser 
Bladderwort (U. minor) in the wettest bogs; this is the only one that flowers reliably in Scotland. 
There are also a few sites for other species, probably U. stygia (Nordic Bladderwort) and U. australis 
(Bladderwort) - there are complications that we need not go into here.  

Bladderworts catch their prey with highly sophisticated suction traps consisting of little bladders 
that produce a reduced hydrostatic pressure. Interestingly, a recent study has shown that only 
10% of their catch was animals, 50% algae and most of the rest pollen grains.  

As well as these plants traditionally thought of as insectivorous, we may have others that trap 
insects on sticky hairs and then use their remains as fertiliser, absorbing nutrients through the roots 
after the dead insects hit the ground. A few years ago researchers at Kew reported this sort of 
activity in 235 species of plants such as tomato, potato, ornamental tobacco and petunia – so you 
may have carnivores in your garden. 
 
Stephen is Vice-county Recorder for the Botanical Society of Britain & Ireland for Skye, Raasay and the 

Small Isles. His website, including Flora of Raasay, can be found at tinyurl.com/Raasayflora OR 

bit.ly/Raasay, and his botanical blog can be found at skyeraasayplants.wordpress.comWant your own 

copy of Am Bratach: Raasay’s Community Newsletter? 

 
If you would like to receive Am Bratach electronically as a PDF each month, for free, please contact Lloyd 

Gudgeon (lloydraasay@gmail.com). We currently have around 250 subscribers. 
 

However if you think there’s nothing like the feel of real paper with real ink, hot off the printer, then copies are now available to buy in the  
shop for 50p. How will you read yours? 


