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In the eighth of a series of articles on Raasay’s flora, botanist STEPHEN BUNGARD takes a closer look at Raasay’s plants from New Zealand 

Three plants that are native to New Zealand are 
to be found growing wild on Raasay. The most 
widespread is Epilobium brunnescens (New 
Zealand Willowherb). I have records for it in 58 
one-kilometre squares of the National Grid on 
Raasay and it is likely to be in more. The first 
British record in the wild was in 1904 from 
Edinburgh. On Skye it was first recorded in 1940 
and on Raasay in 1989, but by then it was well 
established here. Though usually well integrated 
into native vegetation, it can form large, uniform 
mats in botanically rich areas such as the 
Trotternish Ridge. 

The pirri-pirri bur Acaena inermis (Spineless 
Acaena) was listed in the 1937 Flora of Raasay 
as “thoroughly naturalised so as to form a 
sward, with various Agrostis and Festuca 
species, on the coast between the Pier and 
Suisnish Point; also at 600 feet up the Arish 
Burn.” It has since spread further and today is 
found mostly in the south of the island, 

predominantly on roadsides (which is also the 
habitat of an outlier a little south of Arnish). 

Cortaderia richardii (Early Pampas-grass) is not 
from the pampas of South America but from the 
South Island of New Zealand where it is known 
as Tussock Grass. The Maori name for this group 
of grasses is toetoe. Like the subject of last 
month’s article (Great Fen-sedge), C. richardii 
has sharp-edged leaves and is of low palatability 
to grazing stock. It is grown in several Raasay 
gardens and has escaped in several places, 
notably near Temptation Hill. This site was 
actually the first record for the vice-county in 
2000, but I now have records for 21 tetrads (2 x 
2 km squares) on Skye, again mostly from 
roadsides. 

 
Stephen is Vice-county Recorder for the 
Botanical Society of Britain & Ireland for Skye, 
Raasay and the Small Isles. His website, 
including Flora of Raasay, can be found at 
tinyurl.com/Raasayflora OR bit.ly/Raasay, and 
his botanical blog can be found at 
skyeraasayplants.wordpress.com 
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