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WHITEHOUSE FAMILY HISTORY CENTRE

THE WFHC RE-INDEXING, ARCHIVING, ​DIGITISATION AND PAPER-DESTRUCTION PROJECT  “RADAP”
RADAP SUMMARY

I am near to the end of a big project to reference, tidy up and preserve the trees of my registered correspondents, numbering over 500, improving them where possible.  
The project has 4 main aspects:
1.  To re-index the trees to the extensive records on my website or under construction;
2.  To go through every file individually and obtain or draw a tree that will print onto A4 paper (210 x 297 mm);
3.  To archive the tree digitally and as a paper printout; and finally

4.  To destroy the paper file.
Every registered correspondent has a reference number, which is used for indexing the records on my website.

Census, marriage and probate files are referenced, enabling the tree to be easily “tracked” by selecting the WFHC reference column and using “Find”.  Information from newcomers is used to improve existing trees.  All WFHC services are completely free of charge.
The re-indexing process often involves some further research on my part, to ensure that indexing is reasonably thorough, within the bounds set:  census 1841-1881, 1911 if possible, marriages from the earliest times of reasonable probability to 1911 and probate from 1601 to 1950.  Only events involving a Whitehouse name are indexed, but the marriage indexes are fully searchable under spouse names too.
THE TREE

The third aim is to have a tree of ancestors and ancestral collaterals (brothers, sisters etc.) with the Whitehouse name along with their spouses (whenever they were born), with birth, death and marriage dates (day, month, year), places and occupations, of the Whitehouse and the spouse as far as possible within the correspondent’s knowledge.  To keep this exercise within achievable limits, two rules are normally followed:  (1) The tree will

not usually descend along female lines.  That is to say, if Mary Whitehouse marries John Smith and they have children, the tree will normally merely say “Issue”;  (2) The tree will not include any Whitehouse with a date of birth of 1902 or later, unless he or she has a brother or sister born before then, in which case the whole generation of siblings is included along with their spouses (regardless of when the spouse was born).  Of course, the children of these siblings do not qualify, because they were born after 1902, but, again, “Issue”  of the siblings will be mentioned as such, if it is known that they had any.  Exceptions are made to these rules from time to time to include an additional generation, but no “modern” generations will be included.  When, eventually, the tree is archived it will become publicly available.
MAINTAINING CONTACT
E-addresses change frequently and a few correspondents are not on e-mail.  Some have ex-directory telephone numbers.  It is, therefore, very helpful to have a telephone number, for my private use.  Also, please put the WFHC e-address in your e-mail address book.  Correspondents aged 75 or over are asked to consider registering a younger member of the family instead of or in addition to themselves.  
DATA PROTECTION
This is a non-commercial venture.  Registered correspondents are regarded as friends.  For the time being, correspondence is being retained on my computer.  This is strictly private, as is my register of correspondents, with the exceptions noted below.  Other exceptions might be made, but only with the correspondent’s specific prior consent.
Names (but not addresses etc.) are occasionally mentioned on the website in order to thank people publicly or might be given to person A to discover whether he knows person B.
The registered correspondent’s name, e-mail address and postal address and, if he is not researching his own genealogy, a note of who is the descendant, are given out only to registered correspondents whose trees are linked, i.e. usually as cousins, but occasionally through marriage.  
Telephone numbers are always treated as strictly confidential and are never disclosed to anyone without the correspondent’s specific prior consent.

